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How do you feel 
about leaving tKe Army?

As you're well aware, serving in the Forces isn't just a 
job. It's a way of life. So, it's no surprise, that after 

leaving, many people feel as though they’re high and dry, 
like a fish out of water.

But there's no need for you to feel this way. It's 
perfectly possible for you to keep up with old fnends, 
make use of the unique skills you've acquired, and 
make a vital contribution to the nation's defence into 
the bargain.

How? Simply by becoming a member of the 
Volunteer Forces, which make up a third of our Army 
and represent a significant part of our commitment 
to peace.

There are two options open to you.
Firstly, you can join one of the Territorial Army 

Independent Units based in the TAVRA region in which 
you have decided to settle. An ideal route for those 
leaving Infantry or Cavalry regiments.

Secondly, if you are leaving a Corps, you could 
retain your capbadge and become a member of either 
an Independent Unit or a TA Specialist Unit. In either, 
you can maintain and extend the special skills that you 
have learned.

You can contnbute as much time as you want 
in any one year The minimum that we ask is that 
as a member of the Independent TA you complete 
6 weekends, a two-week Summer Camp and some 
weekday evenings.
Specialist we ask 
only 15 days 
training and two 
weekends.

In return you will receive payment equivalent to 
the rates paid to Regular Army soldiers plus an 
annual tax-free bonus.

If you would like more information about how 
you can stay in the swim of things, write to the 
address below, giving details of which option you 
are interested in, your current age and address, 
your intended county of residence, and of the 
regiment you have left or are leaving.

The Territorial Army, Freepost, 4335 (Ref: 9000), Bristol BS1 3YX.



1st Battalion 2ml Battalion

Editor : Lt Col T D A Veitch

Editorial
I thought an Editorial was necessary in this first volume of the New Castle, if only to reassure readers that it is indeed ( '.astle that they 

have begun to read.
A decision to change to a larger format was taken by the Regimental Council on 1 November, with the aim of updating the appearance 
of the journal, increasing its si/e, introducing colour pages and,not least, reducing its cost through advertising revenue. All of that h,ts 
been achieved but now the Regiment will judge as to whether or not it is an improvement to the journal’s recognised look and quality. 
One sadness is that we have lost a familiar document where you could easily find articles in their traditional place. Also sad is that we 
have had to leave our designer Nick Blaxill of Pulse Communications and Lever Press of Ipswich, who have served the Regiment well 
and loyally over many years.
The new format and a new publisher gives us an opportunity to produce more articles and to include many areas of interest nut tradi­
tionally covered by Castle. 1 particularly seek lively correspondence, historical research related to the Museum or to Former Regiments, 
professional papers and articles by junior ranks. Your contributions are needed now to ensure the June issue is even better.
I am sure I shall be told it this version of Castle fails to live up to the reputation of its predecessors. Even so, I would genuinely appre­
ciate constructive comment on any aspect of its design or content.

Trevor Veitch
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The Colonel - in - Chief, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
The Queen Mother

2



From the Colonel of the Regiment

Major General PPD Stone CB CBE 
Colonel of The Royal Anglian Regiment

This is my last foreword to the Castle before handing over to General Sir Michael Walker at the end of January. I will not bore you 
with a rambling reminiscence of the switchback of emotions that the last five years have produced for me. These range from the 
low of watching the 3rd Battalion marching off the square and out of our order of battle for the last time; to the high of the presenta­

tion of new Colours, with the Regiment gathered together at its proud best. From the quiet but sad appreciation of the sheer profes­
sionalism that allowed the 5th Battalion to move imperceptibly into the RLC, inevitably taking with it a large part of our history; to 
the realisation of our own museum at Duxford, laying out for all the thousands who visit that wonderful site the history and circum­
stances that have brought us together, and which will no doubt continue to bind us together come what may.
My overwhelming memory of the last five years is not the ‘great events’ good or bad. Instead, it is the wonderful brotherhood and cohe­
sion that exists in our Regiment. Wherever I have visited, be it regular battalions on operations, territorial battalions on training, asso­
ciation gatherings, freedom parades, and from time to time the funerals and memorial services of comrades of all ranks and backgrounds 
- one returns to the welcoming, supportive arms of a great family; full of warmth, good humour and the common purpose of sustain­
ing the professional values that make us what we are - the best Infantry Regiment in the Army.
This is what I know I will miss most after the most wonderful and privileged five years at your head. It really has b^en a privilege to 
play a part in guiding and sustaining the Regiment during this time. I could not have asked for more genuine support and enthusiasm 
from you all. I am in no doubt that thanks to all our efforts we are in wonderful shape as a Regiment, with an establishment that we 
can sustain and motivated, talented people at all levels to ensure our future. My sincere thanks to every one of you serving and retired. 
I shall of course continue to keep as close as I can to the Regiment and hope to see my many old friends at regular intervals for years 
to come.
Finally, should any of you be passing our home, just South of Norwich, please do come in, for you will pass through a fine new oak gate, 
kindly presented to me by the Regiment in recognition of my time as Colonel. Once inside we will serve the first drinks on a silver 
salver, part of the same wonderfully generous gift. I cannot possibly thank you all individually for these precious mementos of my five 
years as Colonel, but can assure you that both Christine and I are overwhelmed by your generosity. Again, many thanks.

3



Colonel-in-Chief
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH THE QUEEN MOTHER

Deputy Colonels-in-Chief
Her Royal Highness The Princess Margaret, Countess of Snowdon 

Her Royal Highness Princess Alice, Duchess of Gloucester

Colonel of the Regiment
Major General P P D Stone CB CBE

From 30 January 1997 General Sir Michael Walker KCB CMG CBE

Honorary Chaplain to the Regiment
The Reverend T  B F Hiney MC

Deputy Colonels of the Regiment
1st and 6th(V) Battalions:

General Sir Michael Walker KCB CMG CBE
From 29 January 1997 Brigadier J C B Sutherell CBE

2nd & 7th(V) Battalions:
Brigadier P P Rawlins MBE

Colonel D K Harris QBE TD DL

President of the Regimental Association
Major General Sir David Thorne KBE CVO

Deputy Honorary Colonels TA
Norfolk
Suffolk
Cambridgeshire
Lincolnshire
Leicestershire
Northamptonshire
Bedfordshire
Hertfordshire
Essex

Colonel P B I) Long OBE 
Brigadier A J K Calder OBE 
Colonel P G R  Horrell TD 
Colonel D K Harris OBE TD DL 
Colonel J C 1) Heggs DL 
Colonel P Worthy 
Colonel M Adkin 
Colonel N G Halsey TD 
Colonel R C Tomkins OBE TD  DL

Alliances
Australia
Barbados
Belize
Bermuda
Canada

Gibraltar 
Malaysia 
New Zealand
Pakistan 
South Africa

The Royal Tasmania Regiment
The Barbados Regiment
The Belize Defence Force
The Bermuda Regiment
Sherbrooke Hussars
The Lincoln and Welland Regiment
The Essex and Kent Scottish
The Lake Superior Scottish Regiment
The Gibraltar Regiment
1st Battalion I he Royal Malay Regiment
3rd Battalion (Auckland {Countess of Ranfurly's Own I
and Northland) Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment
5th Battalion The Frontier Force Regiment
First City Regiment
Regiment de la Rey



Civic Honours
THE REGIMENT HAS BEEN GRANTED THE HONOUR OF THE FREEDOM OF:

Bedford, Boston, Brentwood, Bury St. Edmunds, Cambridge, 
Cleethorpes, Colchester, Dunstable, Ely, Grantham,
Hertford, Hinkley, Ilford, Ipswich, King’s Lynn,
Leicester, Lincoln, Lowestoft, Newham, Northampton,
Norwich, Peterborough, Romford, Southend, Grays and Thurrock, 
Watford, Wellingborough, Wisbech and Yarmouth.

R egim ental Headquarters:
The Keep, Gibraltar Barracks, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP33 3RN 

(Tel: 012X4 752394 Fax: 752026/Colchester Military 5124)
Regimental Secretary: Lieutenant Colonel T  1) A Veitch 

Assistant Regimental Secretary: Major M Jones 
Regimental Careers Officer: Major R C Gould

Area O ffice N orfo lk , Suffolk and C am bridgeshire
Britannia House TA Centre,

325 Aylsham Road, Norwich NR3 2AI)
(Tel: 01603 400290)

Area Secretary: Major W H Reeve

Area O ffice L in co ln sh ire , L eicestersh ire  and N ortham ptonshire
Gibraltar Barracks, Northampton NN'l 3RH (Tel: 01604 35412)

Area Secretary: Lieutenant Colonel F A H Swallow OBE 
Sobraon Barracks, Lincoln LN1 3PY (Tel: 01522 525444)

Area Secretary: Captain I) J Lee BEM

Area O ffice B edfordshire, Hertfordshire and E ssex
Blenheim House, Eagle Way, Warley, Essex CM13 3BN 

(Tel: 01277 213051)
Area Secretary : Major D J Thorogood

R egim enta l Inform ation Team
Army Training Regiment, Bassingbourn (Tel: 01763 242271) 

Captain A.E. Todd Apr V7

REGIMENTAL LOCATIONS

BATTALION LOCATIONS
1st Battalion,
Oakington Barracks,
Longstanton, Cambridge CB4 SEJ 
(Belfast BFP0 H01 to May 97)

Lieutenant Colonel R E Harrold OBE

2nd Battalion,
Battlesbury Barracks,
Warminster, Wilts BA12 OAZ (to Cyprus 98)

Lieutenant Colonel S L  Porter

6thi V ) Battalion,
TA Centre, Blenheim Camp, Newmarket Road. 
Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk 1I>33 3SW

Lieutenant Colonel H N I) Gill (V)

7ih( V i Battalion,
TA Centre, Ulverscroft Road, Leicester LE4 6BY

Lieutenant Colonel J B C Prescott 
Lieutenant Colonel IJ M Holme Apr 97

R egim ental R epresentatives
Army Training Regiment, Bassingbourn: Major C J Pearce 

Infantry Training Centre, Catterick: Major J W Rollins MBE 
RMA Sandhurst: Captain R L Gerrard-Wright



Honours and Awards

We congratulate the following on
Lt Gen Sir Michael Walker KCB CBE
Lt Col P R C  Dixon
Lt Col C A Cocker
L t Col B McDonnell
Maj M McGowan
Lt SJ Nye

awards during the past six months:
CMG (New Year’s Honours), 1 Jan 97.
OBE (BMATT Namibia), Jun 96.
OBE (Former Jugoslavia), Nov 96.
OBK( New Year’s Honours), 1 Jan 97. 
MBE(NI), Nov 96.

MBE (New Year’s Honours), 1 Jan 97.

their

Senior Officers’ Appointments
The following have assumed senior appointments:

Lt Gen Sir Michael Walker KCB CMG CBE as Commander - in - Chief Land Command in the rank of General on 27 Jan 97.
Brig P P Rawlins MBE as Deputy Commandant, RMCS Shrivenham.
Brig J C McColl OBE as Commander HQ 1 Mech Bde on promotion.

Col R M Brunt OBE to Higher Command and Staff Course, 97.
Col A P Deed OBE as Commander HQ 15(NE) Bde on promotion to Brig, 97 .

Col D J Clements MBE as Commander CMSC(G) on promotion.
Col D S B Phipps as Commander CAFTG(G) on promotion.

Lt Col S L Porter as CO 2nd Bn.
Lt Col P M Holme as CO 7th Bn, Apr 97.

Maj J W Rollins MBE as CO 4th/5th Rangers,on promotion to Lt Col, Sep 97.

Postings

RHQ has been told of the following postings:
Maj D McCrum MBE from the 2nd Bn to ITC Catterick.
L t C T D M  McLay from ITC Catterick to 1st Bn.
Capt J N D Bowes from RMCS Shrivenham to 2nd Bn.
Maj R W T  Pattison from ITC Catterick to RMCS Dagger Course. 
Capt A B Beart from 2nd Bn to ITC Wales.
Maj A M Wylie from 1st Bn to RMCS Shrivenham Dagger Course. 
Maj J J W Hart from ITC Catterick to HQ 20 Armd Bde.
Capt K R Copland from ITC Catterick to 2nd Bn.
Maj W J Saunders from ITC Warminster to 1 RRF.
Maj A J Wadman from CATC to Trg Maj 7th Bn.
Maj R H C Lucas from Sch of Eqpt Sp to Trg Maj 6th Bn.
2Lt D J Moss from 1st Bn to ITC Catterick.
Maj A W Price from HQ NI to ITC Catterick.
Capt P S Leslie from Svc Attache Madrid to 2nd Bn.
L t G Toyn from 2nd Bn to ITC Catterick.
Maj S T H Andrews from DRA to 1st Bn.
Capt C S Calder from Royal Sch ofSigs to Adjt 1st Bn.
Capt A D M artin from 2nd Bn to BMM Kuwait.
Lt J D Hughes from ATR Bassingbourn to ITC Catterick.
L t T  B Mellar from 2nd Bn to ATR Bassingbourn.
Maj R J Ladley from HQ 1(UK) Armd Div to 2nd Bn.

Capt S C Russell from ITC Catterick to 2nd Bn.
Maj A E Eaton from 1st Bn to MOD.
Lt P A Bolton from 2nd Bn to ATR Bassingbourn.
Capt R I. Gerrard-Wright from 2nd Bn to RMAS.
Maj R J Latham from 3 ( l ’Ki Div to RCB.
Lt M B Walker from 1st Bn to 2nd Bn.
Maj E F C Thorne from Staff Coll to MOD.
Maj P H Gaskin from 2nd Bn to PM Ini Wpn Systems.
Maj S D Etherington from IIQ 3 Ini Bde to 2nd Bn. 
l.t I E Moran(V) from 6th Bn to 2nd Bn.
Lt P M Lincoln) Vi from 6th Bn to 2 RRF.
Maj R J Shelmerdine-Hare from 6th Bn to HQ Strike G>mmand. 
Capt M A I. Lyne from 2nd Bn to 1st Bn.
Lt M I) Gothard(V) from 6th Bn to 9 R Irish.
Maj S P M Blyth from Rhine Area Support Unit to S02 Queen’s 
Div Inf MCM Div (old PB2).
Gapt J I’ Trigg from 1st Bn to LSP Abu Dhabi UAF.
I.t S R Smith from 2nd Bn to ATR Bassingbourn.
I.t P M Birch from 1st Bn to ITC Catterick.
Mat J M Davidson(V) from 6th Bn to HQ ARRC II I >R 
Gapt P Chilvers(V) from 6th Bn to COM.MZ Fwd) li t 'R.

Promotions
Maj A Powell MBF. To Lt Col.
Maj J G G Ross. To Lt Col.
Capt R L Arnold(V). To Maj.
Capt A E Eaton. To Maj.
Capt A Gosling. To Maj.
Capt A Jones. To Maj.
Capt J J W Hart. To Maj.
Capt R J Latham. To Maj.
Capt N F C Nottingham. To Maj.
Capt A W Price. To Maj.

Lt A H C Borgnis. In Capt
I.t R P Grenfell. To Capt
Lt S C Russell. To Capt
21.t P R Burrowsi V). To Lt.
21.t T D Mellar. To Lt.
21.t D J Moss. To l.t.
2Lt A J D Hennessyt Y To Lt.
2Lt G H Wickett(V). To I.t
21.t R G C  Potter<V). To Lt.
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Honours and Aw ards

Selected for Promotion
Maj R J Kemp MBE 

Maj J W Rollins MBE 
Capt A Jones

Selected for Staff Training
Maj A Eaton RMCS Shrivenham, Sep 97, and 

Joint Service Command and Staff College, Sep 98.

Maj N F C  Nottingham 
French Army Staff Course and 

Join t Service Defence College, Sep 97

Capt S D Etherington 
Defence Technology MSC Course.

Maj T J  Smith MBE 
RMCS Shrivenham, Sep 97.

Commissioned
The Regiment welcomes the following newly comm issioned officers:

2Lt P Whitehouse(V), 30 Jun 96.
2Lt B M Allen, 1st Bn, 9 Aug 96.

2Lt I M Chance, 1st Bn, 9 Aug 96.
2Lt N D B Charlwood, 2nd Bn, 9 Aug 96.

2Lt M A Dingle, 2nd Bn, 9 Aug 96.
2Lt N J Haden, 2nd Bn, 9 Aug 86.

2Lt W J G Nicholls, 2nd Bn, 13 Oct 96.
2Lt J J Adams, 2nd Bn, 13 Oct 96.

Lt G A Hitchings(V), 6th Bn, 3 Dec 96.
2Lt NS Faint, 2nd Bn, 14 Dec 96

Selected for Commission
Congratulations also go to the following, who have been selected for Commission:

WOl(RSM) G I Hoyles 
WOl(RSM) S N Pallant

Transfers
We wish all the best of good fortune to the following who have transferred from the Regiment:

Capt P J Shea-Simonds to RAF Regiment, Aug 96.
Maj J A B  Borthwick to RAMC, 14 Oct 96.

Left the Army
The following have left, or are leaving, the active service list in the Army:

Maj M J Menage MBE, 15 Jul 96 
Capt C Pook, 1 Oct 96 

Capt B A Runciman, 30 Oct 96 
Maj D C Coe MBE, 9 Nov 96 (appointed PSAO 6th Bn)

Maj D W hitehead, leaving 31 Jan 97 
Maj BA Foster, 1 May 97 

Maj T  J Sm ith MBE, leaving 2 May 97.

We wish them well for their future careers and hope to see them from tim e to time at Regimental functions.



The Colonel of the Regiment and his successor

=  Regimental Matters =— —

As Castle goes to print Major General 
P P D Stone CB CBE is preparing to 
hand over as Colonel of The Regiment 

to General Sir Michael Walker KCB 
CMG CBE on 30 January 1997.
At the Regimental Dinner on 1 
November General Walker summarised 
General Stone’s major contribution and 
commitment to the direction and wel­
fare of the Regiment over the past 5 
years. It had been a period of great activ­
ity, including a campaign to avoid cuts 
through Options for Change, the 
Presentation of Colours to the regular 
Battalions and the construction of the 
Museum. Throughout General Stone 
had shown a close interest in, and influ­
ence on, all aspects of Regimental life. A 
silver salver was presented to General 
Stone on behalf of members of the 
Officers’ Dinner Club.
These sentiments are echoed by all 
members of the Regiment who wish 
General Patrick, and Christine, their 
very best wishes on retirement from the 
front line of Regimental affairs.
The Regiment welcomes General Sir 
Michael Walker as its new Colonel.
General Sir Michael Walker KCB CMG 
CBE was born in 1944. Having attend­

of the 1st Battalion which served for 2 
years as Resident Battalion in 
Londonderry before moving to Gibraltar. 
He commanded 20 Armoured Brigade 
from 1987 and following this he took up 
the appointment as Chief of Staff 1st 
(British) Corps in Germany in 1989. He 
was awarded the OBE, and subsequently 
CBE, in 1991.
General Walker was appointed GOC NE 
District and Commander 2nd Infantry 
Division in York in September 1991 and 
assumed the appointment of ACGS in 
1992. In 1994 he assumed command of 
the AFCENT Rapid Reaction Corps in 
the rank of Lieutenant General and was 
appointed KCB on 17 June 1995. He 
deployed with HQ ARRC to Former 
Yugoslavia between December 1995 and 
November 1996. He was appointed CMG 
in the New Year’s Honours List 1997.
He is currently Colonel Commandant The 
Queen’s Division and the Army Air Corps. 
He took over as Deputy Colonel The 
Royal Anglian Regiment on 1 April 1992. 
He assumes the appointment of 
Commander - in- Chief Land on 27 Jan 97.
General Walker is married to Victoria 
(Tor), Lady Walker. They have three 
children.

General Sir Michael Walker KCB CMG CBE

ed RMA Sandhurst from 1964-66 he was 
commissioned into the 1st Battalion. He 
attended Division II of the Army Staff 
Course in 1977 and after various 
Regimental and Staff appointments was 
promoted Lieutenant Colonel and filled 
the appointment of MA to CGS from 
1982-85. In 1985 he assumed command

Deputy Colonels of the Regiment

The Regiment welcomes Brigadier J C B Sutherell CBE as 
Deputy Colonel of the Regiment with responsibility for the 
1st and 6th(V) Battalions in place of General Walker. Brigadier 

Sutherell was born on 23 October 1947 and was commissioned 
into the Regiment in 1967. He was DS at Staff College from 
1984-87, commanded the 1st Battalion from 1987-90 and 8 
Infantry Brigade from 1990-92. He was awarded OBE in 1991 
and CBE in 1992. He was Deputy Military Secretary from 1994 
and is currently at MOD.
On 1 July 1996 Brigadier P P Rawlins MBE replaced Brigadier 
C Groves as Deputy Colonel of the Regiment with responsibili­
ty for the 2nd and 7th(V) Battalions. Brigadier Rawlins was 
born on 3 March 1946 and was commissioned into the Regiment 
on 29 July 1966. He was awarded the MBE in 1983. He com­
manded the 2nd Battalion from 1985-87, was Chief of Staff 
Director of Infantry from 1990-92 and Defence and Military 
Attache Bonn from 1992-96. He is at present Deputy 
Commandant RMCS Shrivenham.

“Regiment” Magazine

The Regiment is featured in the December issue of “REGI­
M EN T” magazine. Copies can be bought at most good 
newsagents or book shops, however RHQ and the Battalions 
have copies on sale. Do not miss an important reference on the 
Regiment’s uniforms, organisation, history and customs.
Price £2.75

Modern Uniform Postcards of 
The Regiment

The Regiment has commissioned Alix Baker to paint 9 pictures 
of modern Regimental uniforms for sale as postcards. These will 
be ready over the coming weeks, priced at £4.50 per set, and 
available from RHQ.

Silver Disposal
There is a quantity of Regimental silver being considered for 
sale during the year once all other options for its use have been 
looked at. It largely comprises vegetable dishes, some cutlery 
and broken pieces beyond economical repair. This is early noti­
fication only for those interested.

Colchester Branch of the 
Regimental Association

In the last Castle details of a proposed Regimental Association 
Branch in Colchester were published. To date there has been 
little response to the proposal, although there are clearly many 

retired members of the Regiment living in the area. Anyone 
interested should please contact:

A C Downs Esq MBE 
3 Bentley Road 
Little Bromley 
Nr Manningtree 
Essex C O ll 2PL
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Regimental Matters

Regimental Reunion 
1 September

The Regimental Reunion took place 
at Oakington on 1 September 1996 
and was attended by large numbers of 

the Regiment and Former Regiments, 
some of whom had driven long dis­
tances, and their families. With the sad 
exception of the tragic death of Tom 
Bullock, reported elsewhere, the event 
was a special day, enjoyed by all, and 
superbly run by the 1st Battalion.
The shooting competition created the 
usual keen rivalry between Association 
Branches. Results were:
1st Royal Norfolk Regiment, 

Great Yarmouth Branch
2nd Suffolk Regiment, Bury St 

Edmunds Branch
3rd Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire 

Regiment, Hemel Hempstead 
Branch

4th Suffolk Regiment,
Stowmarket Branch

Next year’s Reunion will be on Sunday 
20 July, again at Oakington. Local 
newspapers will publicize the event 
nearer the date - in the meantime please 
widely advertise the date so that atten­
dance is even greater.
REGIMENTAL REUNION, 
OAKINGTON, 20TH JULY 1997

Regimental Dinner -1 November

T he Colonel of the Regiment 
presided at the Regimental 
Officers’ Dinner Club Dinner at the 

Army and Navy Club on 1 November
1996. Mr M Savory, Master, and Mr R 
Gilpin and Mr R Link, The Worshipful 
Company of Poulters, were guests; also, 
from His Majesty’s 10th Foot in 
America, Mr G Ames, Mr J Coull, Mr D 
Lee, Mr L Lynch and Mr D Mahoney.
Officers attending were:
Generals: Sir John Akehurst. 
Lieutenant Generals: Sir Michael 
Walker.
Major Generals: K Burch, JB Dye, 
AJG Pollard, PPD Stone. Sir David 
Thorne.
Brigadiers: A Behagg, DJW Browne, 
AJK Calder, W T Dodd, C Groves,
PP Rawlins, JCB Sutherell.
Colonels: RJ Abbott, RM Brunt, CJ 
Dale, AP Deed, MK Goldschmidt, JS 
Houchin, JC McColl, CAF Thomas, JR 
Wooddisse, K Woodrow.
Lieutenant Colonels: DJ Clements, CA 
Cocker, BHM Davenport, PW Field, 
HND Gill, RE Harrold, SL Porter, JBC 
Prescott, KM Ryan, AD Slater, TDA 
Veitch.
Majors: STH Andrews, MJ Beard, NG 
Burrell, RJ Clements, BR Cornish, PH 
Gaskin, DM F Goodale, RC Gould, JE 
Harris, GWM Hipkin, DGH Hunter, M 
Jones, ACE Marinos, PAE Nanson, NFC

Regimental Cocktail Party - 5 September

The Regimental Cocktail Party took place at the Army and Navy Club on 5 September 
19%. The following attended:
Maj Gen and Mrs P P D  Stone, 
Brig & Mrs C Groves,
Brig & Mrs J A C Cowan,
Brig J C B  Sutherell,
Cot & Mrs P Worthy,
Col & Mrs N H Kelsey,
Col & Mrs J Hall-Tipping,
Col R M Brunt,
Col R J Abbott,
Col M K Goldschmidt,
L t Col T D A Veitch,
Lt Col R M Chisnall,
Lt Col B H M  Davenport,
Maj P H Williamson,
Maj & Mrs M H Wenham,

Maj & Mrs G Walton,
Maj & Mrs R H C Lucas,
Capt & Mrs D K Marsden, 
Capt S R Watson,
Capt & Mrs C R Webster,
Mr J W E Lewis,
Mr P C T  Dean 
Mr J T  Bill

Guests from The Worshipful 
Company o f Poulters:

Mr & Mrs M Savory, Master, 
Mr & Mrs B Gilbert-Smith, 
Mr & Mrs D Jackson.

Nottingham, WJ O’Connor, WH Reeve, 
RJ Shelmerdine- Hare, TJ Smith, JW 
Steele, DG Vincent, MH Wenham, AJC 
Wild, PH Williamson.

Captains: PRD Aplin, PD Bailey, AHC 
Borgnis, JND Bowes, GR Brown, GT 
Corkery, ML Elphee, RL Gerrard- 
Wright, AG Grinonneau, NA Johnson, 
MAL Lyne, RFL Lyne, RJ O’Dwyer,
EC Reynolds, SC Russell, CA Skidmore, 
SM Vincent, DJ Ward, CR Webster, PRE 
Welby- Everard, RW Wooddisse, J A York.
Lieutenants: PM Birch, APR Bowman, 
J Farrar, JM Gladwyn, PM Gotobed, IKS 
Bowden, CTDM McLay, TB Mellar, 
MDH Meredith, SJ Nye, CL Prior, MB 
Walker.

2nd Lieutenants: DJS Biddick, NDB 
Charlwood, CD Davies, DJ Howson, 
EJM Osborne, EL Paden, AL Robbins, 
SW Romilly, SR Smith, G Toyn.
Officer Cadets: CBK Barry, NF Faint, R 
Lescott, DR White.
The Reverend TBH Hiney

The Worshipful 
Company of Poulters 

Luncheon - 
11 November

T he Association between the Poulters 
and the Regiment began on 14 
October 1986 following arrangements 

made between the Company and General 
Sir John Akehurst. The major feature of 
the association is the award o f a £500 
Travelling Bursary annually to a 
Battalion in rotation for adventurous 
training. A luncheon to celebrate this 
important association, at which the 
Regiment presented a silver cup and 
received in return two magnificent 
prints, was held at the Fishmongers’ 
Hall in London on 11 November 1996. 
Attendance by the Regiment was:
The Colonel of the Regiment,
General Sir John Akehurst,
Brigadier P P Rawlins,
Colonels T  B Thomas and C J Dale, 
Lieutenant Colonel T D A  Veitch, 
Majors S T H  Andrews and W A 
Wilmott
and Captain S M Vincent.
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Regimental Matters

Benevolence and 
the Day’s Pay 

Scheme

Many members of the Regiment are 
not clear about the system of benev­
olence, particularly the Day’s Pay 

Scheme, and how it might benefit them 
in times of hardship.
The Regiment works hand in glove with 
the Army Benevolent Fund, which does 
much to help serving and ex-soldiers who 
fall on hard times. We give them some 
£9,000 per year as an annual grant. The 
Regiment gets quite a bit of this back 
because they help us to pay the more 
expensive bills which frequently crop up.
But where does this money come from? It 
comes from serving officers and soldiers 
of the Royal Anglian Regiment who pay 
one day’s pay per year into the Royal 
Anglian Regiment Benevolent Fund. The 
fund presently is worth over £500,000, 
which sounds an enormous amount of 
money, but it is invested and the income 
from the investment goes to help those in 
need.

The Regiment pays out about £32,000 
each year, which is round about 50% of 
our total income. Such money as is left 
over is reinvested because the cost of liv­
ing is constantly going up and inevitably 
grants that we make increase in the same 
proportion. Thus the average payout to 
those in need is £ 275, but it is quite often 
£1,000 or more.
So what’s in it for you? The short answer 
is that, while you are serving in the army, 
one hopes very much there will be no 
need for you to be helped out, but one 
never knows when disaster can strike. 
For such disasters, you can insure under 
the PAX scheme while serving. All offi­
cers and soldiers additionally pay into 
the Benevolent Fund during their ser­
vice, but, once they leave, they remain 
members of the Association and qualify 
for assistance from the Royal Anglian 
Regiment Benevolent Fund.
So look at it this way - you are paying for 
an insurance policy during your service 
in the Regiment (when you can afford it!) 
so that if you fall on hard times after you 
have left the Regiment, it is there to help 
you. In addition, all paying members of 
the Association are automatically 
insured against serious accident (for

instance up to £1,000 for the loss or a 
limb) or death.
So anybody not paying up now should 
see their superior officer and sign up!
THE ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND 

Invalided Members of the 
Regiment

TJ T T is keen to maintain or 
A X  J. A r e g a in  contact with 
members of the Regiment who were 
invalided out, particularly those whose 
injuries resulted from active service. 
Such contact might take the form of 
assistance to get to the Regimental 
Reunion or other functions and keep­
ing them informed through Castle. 
However, contact is lost with many 
once they leave the Regiment, often 
because they chose to make their own 
way when starting in civilian life. 
Information on any former soldiers 
wounded on active service, particularly 
in the Regiment’s early years, should 
please be passed to RHQ.

THE BRIGADIER WILKINSON BEQUEST
Under the Brigadier Wilkinson Bequest free membership for one year of the Army and Navy Club is offered to up to 4 officers. This 

generous arrangement is again available from March 1997. Applicants, who must qualify under guidelines listed in Regimental 
Standing Instructions, should request the necessary forms from RHQ.

New book fells the Naali story,
A new book - Naafi Up! More than just a 

char and wad - has been published by Naafi to 
celebrate its 75th anniversary.

The lavishly illustrated book tells the story of 
Naafi’s progression from an amalgamation of 
canteen boards into the large, multi-million pound 
organisation it is today.

It charts its humble beginnings, the active 
service during the Second World War, and its role 
in modern times, including the Falklands War, 
Gulf, and today in Bosnia.

Alongside all of this are stories and anecdotes 
from former service personnel, Naafi staff, and 
celebrities who have used Naafi facilities. Among 
the more famous names appearing are Sir Harry 
Secombe (who remembers the ornate Naafi in

Naples), Michael Bentine, and Max Bygraves. 
Max actually met his wife, Blossom, in a Naafi 
club during the war, and they are still together 
after 50 years.

Naafi Up! More than just a char and  
wad is available from the Naafi shops. It costs 
£7.95 for Service customers, and £ 9 .95 for those 
in Civvy Street. It is also available by mail order (+ 
£1.00 to cover postage & packaging) from: The 
Naafi Shop, Station Road, Tidworth, Wiltshire, 
SP9 7NR. Cheques made payable to: Naafi

N a a fM
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Mainly about People

From the Padre
A Pilgrimage to India

Many battalions of the Former Regiments of The Royal Anglian Regiment 
served in India. It was therefore with especial interest that I visited India 
in October. There are many reminders of the East India Company, the former 

British Raj, the titanic efforts of our engineers in building up the railway system 
and of course of the long service of our Regiment in the British Army. Having 
worn the Hindoostan Tiger as a capbadge in much of my infantry service, it was 
all most nostalgic ... almost as if, like most In Pensioners of the Royal Hospital, 
I had served there myself.
But what was most noticeable in India were not these things, not was it the 
deprived areas of which we hear so often. It was the spiritual dimension of the 
lives of so many. The temples, the churches, the streets and the people reflected 
happy, un-selfconscious worship of God. The colour, the brightness and the rich 
fertility of the land all remind the religious mind of the Psalm ist’s refrain: “The 
heavens declare the glory of God”. You really do feel as if you are on a pilgrim ­
age not just a journey.
As we go to press, the moral high ground is being fought over in this country by 
the political parties in the lead up to the General Election. Cynics may sneer, but 
it is no bad thing that these issues are being raised so prominently. And when it 
comes to faith in God, the Indians have much to teach us. If we were humble 
enough to accept the idea, they could well send their missionaries to us. That 
would put our M illennium celebrations into the right perspective.

Rev Tom Hiney Royal Hospital, Chelsea.

All Quiet on the Western Front
C apt John Wright writes from Londonderry:

T hose readers who keep abreast of events in Northern Ireland 
will be aware that Londonderry has this summer been the 
focus of international media attention. It is perhaps fitting there­

fore that it also features in The Castle , albeit on a much lower 
key. The Regiment is still well represented on the staff of various 
Headquarters here. W ith few travellers venturing to 
Londonderry, on the extreme western limits of Europe and the 
most westerly European military outpost, Minden Day seemed 
the perfect excuse to change things. Maj Adrian Gosling and 
Capt John Wright decided to host a Royal Anglian Bar-B-Q. 
Having identified a surprising number of Royal Anglians or Ex 
Royal Anglians the operation order went out.

Various excuses were given to avoid the treacherous trek across 
the Sperrins and some fell by the wayside. One Royal Anglian 
even preferred watching golf to drinking beer. A brave band did,

however, venture forth led by Maj Richard Clements who had 
his slippers surgically removed for the weekend. Maj Andy 
Price, Capts James Woodham, Phil Cross, Jim Jackson, Mac 
McGowan and Howard Newson also managed to complete the 
arduous journey. It was good to see some friendly faces current­
ly serving with the R IRISH and PWO. In all just over 20 peo­
ple turned up and much food and drink was consumed. Many 
thanks to Beverley Gosling for perm itting the Gosling home to 
be the venue and her efforts on the catering front where she was 
ably supported by Louise Wright. Captain Phil Cross still does 
not know how all his beer turned into lager, though Mac 
McGowan’s smile may hold some answers.

Life still goes on in N orthern Ireland and if any Royal Anglians 
are passing through please call round. Finally we look forward 
to next year’s gathering at Chateau Clements (SRANI).

On Secondment to the Bermuda Regiment
Capt Henry Sim pson writes:

In August 1993 I was seconded to the Bermuda Regiment as the 
Adjutant. Unfortunately, all good things come to an end and 
the faint hope that PB2 might have mislaid my records was 

dashed by the inevitable posting order. In February of this year I 
was posted to Northern Ireland and I have now had a chance to 
reflect on my experiences on secondment.
A quick summary of Bermuda: a cluster of islands stretching for 
20 miles, 700 miles off the coast of North Carolina and 1500 miles 
north of the Caribbean; 60,000 inhabitants with an ethnic mix of 
black, white and Portuguese and an ex-patriot community of

about 5,000; a British colony since 1609 with red letter boxes, an 
elected parliam ent and a governor; one of the highest per capita 
incomes in the world with foreign earnings coming from inter­
national finance and tourism; beautiful pink beaches, nine golf 
courses and a 25mph speed limit.

The Bermuda Regiment itself is a part time conscript force with 
a small perm anent sta ff including currently three Royal 
Anglians: the Staff Officer and two PSI Warrant Officers. W hen 
I arrived I was the first non-Bermudian Adjutant for 9 years.
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The Regiment’s structure is based on 
that of an infantry battalion with three 
rifle companies and a large support com­
pany. The Regiment’s role is to support 
the small police force in the event of civil 
disturbance or a natural disaster, and 
carry out ceremonial duties and parades.
R oyalty and R eggae
1994 began with the annual two week 
“Boot Camp” for the often reluctant con­
scripts. All Bermudian males between 
the ages of 18 and 27 are eligible for con­
scription and with the current demo­
graphic trough over 90% are called up. 
Recruits serve for 3 years and two 
months, and have to complete at least 40 
drills and a 15 day annual camp to quali­
fy for bounty. Although not popular with 
the majority of recruits, conscription is 
very popular with the politicians and the 
general public. The transformation that 
takes place is impressive and only six 
weeks later the same conscripts formed 
the Guard of Honour to welcome Her 
Majesty the Queen to Bermuda. The 
expected visit of the Chief of the Defence 
Staff was called off four days before he 
was due to arrive but an unexpected visit 
from Malcolm Rifkind MP, the then 
Secretary of State for Defence, meant the 
briefing pack was not wasted .
One of the tasks I was given by the 
Commanding Officer on arrival was to run 
a local commissioning course. The aim was 
to boost the number of young officers and 
to save the huge expense of sending them 
to Sandhurst. The course ran for six 
months with nine officer cadets, culmi­
nating in a two week final exercise in 
Jamaica as part of the Regiment’s annual 
overseas exercise. The poverty and crime 
we encountered were shocking but the 
people welcomed us with open arms and 
the enterprising ones followed us every­
where - even miles from the nearest vil­
lage, people would turn up selling jerk 
chicken and cold sodas. Running the

course was enormously rewarding both as 
an escape from the office and for making 
me evaluate exactly what it is that makes 
a good officer. It also meant I had to go 
back over all the lessons I was taught at 
Sandhurst and pay attention this time! 
Four of the officer cadets received 
Governor’s Commissions from Lord 
Waddington.
In June 1994 I organised a six strong del­
egation from the Regiment to Fleetweek 
in New York City. This is an event hosted 
by the City for a US Navy fleet and dele­
gations from around the world. As 
Bermuda does not have a navy we felt 
very fortunate to be invited and be pro­
vided with our own boat (a 50 ft cruiser 
once having belonged to General 
MacArthur and renamed “Bermuda 
Shorts” specially for the occasion) to take 
part in the parade of ships around 
Manhattan. In our blazers and yellow 
Bermuda shorts we were only upstaged 
by the Mexican ship which managed to 
crash into the dockside and scatter the 
awaiting VIPs!
H urricanes and Farewells
1995 was an interesting year for Bermuda 
with the departure of the Royal Navy and 
the United States Navy; a referendum on 
independence (4:1 against) and the visit 
of hurricanes Marilyn and Felix. For the 
latter event all the British personnel and 
their families moved into our house 
as,being the old armoury, it was the only 
building on the camp likely to remain 
standing. Fortunately for us, Frances and 
I were away at the time and in the event 
the hurricane dropped from a force 4 to a 
force 2 (force 5 being total devastation) 
before passing by the islands. For the 
British families it was an extremely 
frightening experience and on my return
I was given strict instructions to ensure 
in future that my drinks cabinet was 
properly stocked with emergency sup­
plies.

1995 was the Regiment’s 30th anniver­
sary and celebrations included a military 
Tattoo and an all ranks ball. The annual 
overseas camp took place at Camp 
Lejeune in North Carolina as guests of 
the Marine Corps. The rifle companies 
made the most of the excellent ranges 
and urban training facilities and the 
camp also served as the final exercise for 
my second local commissioning course; 
the crocodile warning signs made the 
river crossing phase rather quicker than I 
had planned! Four more officer cadets 
received commissions making the num­
ber of young officers in the Mess much 
healthier.
My replacement as Adjutant is a local 
officer who has managed to take time off 
from his civilian career to serve in the 
Regiment full-time. I certainly hope 
other officers do get a chance to serve in 
Bermuda in the future as it was a fasci­
nating anti highly enjoyable secondment.

Sandhurst
M a j N ick Nottingham, The Regimental Representative at R M A S , writes:
O  ince the last issue of Castle there have been several changes to the Regimental perm anent staff at RMAS.

The list is currently  as follows:
Maj M H Wenham 
Maj N F C  Nottingham 
W02(RQMS) D Smith 
CSgt P Kirk 
CSgt C Tate 
Sgt M Simpson 
LCpl J C Dales

S02 G3 O&D, Academy Headquarters 
Coy Instr, New College 
RQMS Old College
PI CSgt Dettingen Coy (Short Courses) 
Instr Skill at Arms Wing 
Instr Signals Wing 
RP Staff
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Earlier in the year we said goodbye to CSgts Wright and Humphreys who returned to the VIKINGS and POACHERS respectively. Both 
spent their postings in the Skill at Arms Wing, with CSgt Wright also spending time in Rowallan Coy, as described in his article in  the 
last edition. CSgt Tate has joined us from the 1st Bn after successfully completing the Sandhurst Cadre in January/February this year.
On the Officer Cadet front, recruiting is buoyant with the Regiment filling its 95/96 quota with 3 Reg C, 7 SSC and 1 SRC cadets pass­
ing out. It was heartening to see many more approach the Regiment for interview than there were vacancies. This recruiting year the 
situation looks even better; at the time of writing there are double the num ber of candidates for the places available.
The following Officer Cadets have passed out in 1996:

OCdt Dominic Biddick* (Ypres Coy) to 1st Bn Aug. OCdt Bevis Allen (Normandy Coy) to 1st B n
OCdt Ed Paden (Ypres Coy) to 1st Bn OCdt Ian Chance (Normandy Coy) to 1st Bn
OCdt Mark Powell (Marne Coy) to 1st Bn OCdt Nick Charlwood (Normandy Coy) to 2nd B n
OCdt Stephen Romilly (Marne Coy) to 2nd Bn OCdt M ark D ingle (Alamein Coy) to 2nd B n
OCdt Simon Worthy (Marne Coy) to 2nd Bn OCdt N athaniel Haden (Normandy Coy) to 2nd B n

*  Queen’s M edallist Dec: OCdt Nick Faint (Gaza Coy) to 2nd B n
The Colonel of the Regim ent, accompanied by his wife 
Christine, attended the April Sovereign’s Parade and saw OCdt 
Dominic Biddick receive the Queen’s Medal. The previous 
evening, at the Regimental Cocktail Party, we welcomed as the 
Colonel of the Regiment’s Representative Col M E Romilly OBE 
and his wife Rena, who saw their son Stephen commissioned the 
next day. In August the Colonel of the Regiment was represent­
ed by Col T  B Thomas OBE and his wife Judith.
Life at Sandhurst continues at its usual hectic pace. Many of the 
changes to the Commissioning Course initiated in the last cou­
ple of years are now set and it is a more physically demanding 
course, closely following the tactical doctrine promulgated by 
Upavon and the Arms School. Final exercises currently take 
place in France, Germany and Cyprus depending on the time of

year and all Officer Cadets now leave Sandhurst with b o th  an 
adventure training qualification and the experience of having 
planned, organised and participated in an expedition. Subtle 
changes are afoot on the perm anent staff with three of the CSMs 
in New College now from non-Household Division infantry reg­
iments. On the buildings and facilities front, an extensive 
restoration program m e to Old College, Government an d  Le 
M archant Houses has taken place and the facades are now back 
to their original colour, a sandy yellow. Three new squash courts 
have been built with glass back walls and a viewing balcony, sit­
uated adjacent to the Library which itself is undergoing ex ten ­
sive restoration.
The Regimental Representative leaves Sandhurst in April 1997 
and is due to hand over responsibilities to Capt R L G errard- 
Wright, who arrives as a coy instructor in January.

Royal Anglians at ATR Bassingbourn
Capt M ike Dicker writes:
D ic tu re d  are 14 of the 28 Royal
X Anglians on the permanent staff at 
ATR Bassingbourn. We are headed by 
Maj Pearce as Regimental 2IC, a job he 
has filled for nearly a year. The C 
(Queen’s Division) Company Staff have 
Capt Dicker as the Company 2IC and Lts 
Halton and Mellar, who replaced Lts 
Hughes and Walker. The Regiment is 
well represented in the Sgts’ Mess with 
Sgt Osborne filling the post of Provost 
Sergeant having replaced Sgt Urand. It is 
also hoped he will stand in for Father 
Christmas this year as well. Sgt Shaw has 
recently departed to be replaced by Sgt 
Philpott. Sgt Williams continues in his 
job as a Platoon Sergeant. There is also 
good representation in the Cpls’ Mess, 
the most recent arrival being Cpl Wilcox 
from the Vikings.

Revolutionary Changes to Basic 
Training
The work load at the ATR has increased 
with the implementation of a new initia­
tive into the way basic training is con­
ducted. The Army Foundation Course

(AFC) aims to prepare recruits for the 
Common M ilitary Syllabus (Recruits) 
(CMS) (R) and thereby reduce the need 
for costly remedial training and reduce 
the levels o f back squadding. It is partly 
based on lessons learnt from the Physical 
Development Course (PDC) Trial which

has been running at ATR Glencoree 
since Jan 96.
T h e  aim of the Army F oundation  
Scheme is to give progressive physical 
training and psychological support to 
recruits to enable them to pass CM S(R) 
first time.
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All Recruits will be graded on physical 
ability at Recruit Selection Centres 
(RSCs) into A, B and C grades. A grade 
recruits equate to those who should cur­
rently pass CMS(R) first time. Having 
been re-assessed on arrival, these recruits 
are expected to remain in AFS for an 
induction week prior to starting their 
new 11 week CMS(R). B grade recruits 
are those who presently are unlikely to 
pass CMS(R) first time and they will 
spend a minimum of 3 weeks in AFS 
developing their physical ability prior to 
their starting induction week and then
11 weeks training. C grade recruits are 
risk candidates who require 3 weeks or 
more at the discretion of the AFS com­
mander. No recruit will start CMS(R) 
until they have reached the A grade stan­
dard and are ready to start their training.
AFS will allow the recruit the time to 
adjust to the Army and will assist in get­
ting him to the fitness level required to 
start training. The ultimate aim is to pro­
duce more trained soldiers who can then

go forward to their Phase 2 at Catterick 
better prepared and motivated.

C Company
C Company continues to be the link 
between the training organization and 
the Divisional Headquarters. The 2IC is 
responsible for the badging of all recruits 
and the eventual allocation to Battalions. 
Wherever possible Royal Anglians are 
allocated to their county affiliated 
Battalions but occasionally this is not 
possible due to manning and future tour 
plots. The Company has a total of 5 
Training Platoons all operating on differ­
ent programmes. The pace of life is gen­
erally fast and furious but the 
Regimental permanent staff are all giving 
a good account of themselves and work­
ing hard. The recruits who are successful 
seem to appreciate the work that is put in 
by the staff. The 2IC continues to dis­
courage recruits from leaving the Army 
as do all staff at the ATR and it is hoped 
all play a part in trying to retain soldiers.

Regimental photographs, posters, calen­
dars and other materials are appreciated 
to help build teamwork and encourage­
ment which helps keep recruits in the 
Army. Visits from the Battalions are also 
welcome to help encourage those recruits 
not so sure of their decision to join the 
Army.

Sport & Leisure
Time in a busy training programme is 
made available to take part in a variety of 
sports and activities. All Regimental 
activities are well represented from fish­
ing to hockey. A recent run for charity 
saw members of all cap badges of the 
Queen’s Division running from 
Bassingbourn to the three RHQs to raise 
money for Multiple Sclerosis, Royal 
British Legion and BLESMA. Recruits 
have made visits to the Regimental 
Museum at Duxford and RHQ at Bury 
St. Edmunds. The use of the Regimental 
Museum will continue with the imple­
mentation of AFS.

The Physical Development Course (PDC) Trial

T he Physical Development Course 
Trial (PDC) (T) is the high profile job 
you need to do. “4 Months in ATR 

Glencorse should see you getting an excel­
lent report which will set you in train for 
your future”. This is a slightly abridged 
version of the conversation over lunch in 
the Mess at ATR Bassingbourn I had with 
Brig Colin Groves in December of last 
year. Brimming with confidence I set 
forth to Scotland and set up the trial 
which ran for 9 months instead of 4. The 
immortal words of “I know it will be a 
success” still ring in my ears.
What then did we do? Well, as we are all 
aware manning Battalions is increasingly 
difficult and there is only a finite number 
of recruits coming forward to join the 
Army. Of those potential recruits arriving 
at Recruit Selection Centres in 1995 some 
1500 failed the initial physical entry test 
both male and female. Against this back­
ground I was tasked with taking a number 
of these recruits from all cap badges for a 
3 week programme of remedial training to 
get them to the stage where they could 
achieve the required entry standards to 
start Phase One training. Having set up 
the course, finalised the programme and 
had the signs made, the recruits came into 
view along with scores of visitors from 
CGS down. The trial was successful in 
achieving a 98% pass rate of potential 
recruits to Phase One training. 
Subsequently the concept will be devel­

oped until all ATRs will adopt the son of 
PDC(T), the Army Foundation Scheme 
(AFS). This started at ATR Bassingbourn 
in December. Recruits will be graded and 
will then be given the required physical 
training and mental robustness to enable 
them to attend CMS(R) with the best 
chance of passing. The recruits them­
selves were excellent on the PDC Trial. 
After their exploits in Scotland they were 
well motivated and prepared to carry out 
their training at their relevant ATRs, Of 
the recruits who went through PDC 
roughly 50% are making it through train­
ing. That amounts essentially to another 
250 Recruits per quarter who would oth­
erwise be rejected at the initial stages. The 
sceptics are still to be won round but it 
was a great sense of achievement when the 
work we carried out at PDC resulted in a 
radical change to Phase One training at 
the ATR with the introduction of the 
Army Foundation Course.
The Recruits had a three week training 
programme designed to make training 
enjoyable whilst still working on improv­
ing their fitness and stamina. Along with 
a great deal of running, PT, games and 
sport, the recruits took part in low level 
adventurous training activities. They also 
undertook projects to help the local com­
munity such as landscaping and garden­
ing work at a Scottish Veterans’ home, 
decorating and renovating a local commu­

nity day centre and other varied activities. 
Presentations were given on Army careers 
and job prospects. The location proved 
ideal, particularly the delights of 
Edinburgh, seats at Murrayfield when 
Scotland lost the Grand Slam to England 
and the Edinburgh Tattoo.
Whilst running the course we also carried 
out scientific testing on 25% of the 
recruits. Initially one was sceptical as to 
the value or validity of this but views soon 
changed. By using a heart rate monitor 
and watch and testing the recruits on 
motorised treadmills every week we could 
record the vast improvement in their fit­
ness and motivation. In fact, we believe 
that we proved that there is a direct corre­
lation between maximum heart rate and 
motivation, using the technology to see if 
recruits really were working hard or not 
on their fitness training. The full statisti­
cal data is too detailed to repeat here but it 
has been reported in a document being 
examined by Farnborough and the School 
of PT.

The trial continued at ATR Glencorse 
until the end of November when AFS 
took its place. At the end of July last, of 
471 recruits who had attended PDC, 31 
were destined to join the Queen’s 
Division. This new training scheme will 
have supplied a few more and better 
trained recruits as a result of the trial.
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ITC Catterick
W O l (R SM ) G I  Hoyles writes:

During the last six months the Royal Anglian permanent 
staff have changed almost as much as the weather in North 
Yorkshire. Those who left us were:

Maj R W T Pattison 
Lt C T D M McLay 
CSgt Sykes 
Cpl Newton
Posted in to represent the Vikings and Poachers at ITC were:
Maj A W Price 
Lt D J Moss 
Lt J D Hughes 
CSgt Munroe 
Sgt Doctor
Cpls Goodman, Jackson and Huggins 
LCpl Ellis

Royal Anglian members of the Staff. ITC Catterick.

Despite being away from parent units and the rapid pace of the 
courses, the traditions and battle honours of the Regiment are 
still upheld. T he most recent and obvious was the Viking cele­
bration of M inden Day on which Maj J W Rollins led the parade 
and the Order of the Day was announced. This was the first 
parade of its kind at ITC and was recognised by all other units 
that fought in the battle.

Regimental Information Team
W 0 2  M  Minns, R IT , unites:

Having been in the RIT now for nearly three years I thought 
it was time I put pen to paper to relay some information to 
readers about the RIT.

The RIT was first set up in 1978 to promote and advertise the 
Regiment in and around the county recruitment areas. The RIT 
started its life in the Queen’s Division Depot at Bassingbourn, 
where it still is today in what is now known as the Army 
Training Regiment (ATR). This is an ideal home base for the 
RIT, not only because it is set in the middle of the recruiting area 
but it also gives us the amenities, administration and training 
support an organisation such as ours requires.
Over the years the manning of the RIT has reduced from what 
was in 1978 five, five man teams, to today’s current orbat of:

HQ TEAM
OC - Captain 

2IC - W 02 
Clerk - Cpl/Lcpl

1 Team
Team leader - Sgt 
Team member - JNCO 
Team member - JNCO 
Team member - JNCO

2 Team
Team leader - Sgt 
Team member - JNCO 
Team member - JNCO 
Team member - JNCO

The RIT is made up of soldiers from the 1st and 2nd Battalions 
which supply 1 and 2 teams respectively; however, they are still 
part of the Battalion’s actual manning strength, which means 
that we are not an Army sponsored organisation but a regimen- 
tally sponsored team not only for manning but for finance and 
equipment.

The OC is ideally a LE officer who brings with him a wealth of 
experience, knowledge of all G matters and useful contacts. The 
WO is someone who can comm unicate well, relate to civilians 
and the younger generation and who ideally has experience of 
working with a Cadet Training Team, Army Youth Team or the 
TA; basically to have dealt with civilians and the younger gen­
eration. He should also have worked in the Q world and most of 
all be a good acquirer (scrounger), wheeler and dealer. Again, he 
will bring his contacts with him . The team leader will ideally 
have been a platoon sergeant or a good section commander with 
sound adm inistration skills. He needs to be a strong character, 
able to com m unicate w ith superiors, civilians and the younger 
generation and a LGV driver. T he team member should be 
either a Junior NCO or a potential NCO with instructional 
experience, a good com m unicator, able to work unsupervised 
and w ithin a team, have a good temperament with youngsters 
and the gift of the gab. He must be a LGV driver .
For the OC, WO and Sgts the ideal tour is of two years for con­
tinuity and stability. W ith the NCOs we look on the attachment 
as an extension o f the satisfied soldier role. H e is attached for six 
months m inim um  to a one year maximum .
The year’s work is divided into the Summer and W inter season. 
The Summer season runs from May to August with September 
as a leave period, the W inter season from October to March with 
April as a leave period.
In the Summer season the R IT  attends shows in the county 
catchment areas. T he teams sometimes move from one show to 
another and when shows are a day or two apart time off in lieu 
is given for the weekends worked.
Careers “ Look at Life” for schools, assistance to the ACFs at
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their annual camps, coordination of The Salamanca Shield, a mil­
itary skills competition, support to Royal Anglian badged ACF 
units, running the Combat Army Stand at the Army Exhibition 
for Schools and regim ental assistance for the Regimental 
Gathering and Minden Day are other major tasks for the RIT.
In the Winter season the RIT visits ACF detachments, hosts visits 
by the ACF and CCF and organises “Look at Life” visits at 
Bassingbourn or at other locations.
An attachment to the RIT will be busy and can at times be unso­
cial, but time off in lieu is given. If you like to meet and talk to 
people, and to work often independently in all parts of the regi­
mental area, this is a most rewarding job. The RIT seeks keen, 
self-reliant soldiers to help find our soldiers of the future.

Diary Dates
February July

10 Sobraon Day, 2nd Battalion. 2 Freedom of Lincoln.
5 Freedom of Bury St. Edmunds.

March 5-6 Northamptonshire Regiment Reunion,
2 Essex Regiment Association to Royal Hospital Northampton.

Chapel 11 Freedom of Cambridge.
15 4th /  5th Essex Regiment Officers’ Dinner, 16 Freedom of King’s Lynn.

Colchester 18 Freedom of Chelmsford.
17 St Patrick’s Day, 1st Battalion 19 Essex Regiment Association Annual D inner & Dance.

20 Regimental Reunion, Oakington.
April 22 Salamanca Day, 1st Battalion.

12 Cambridgeshire Regiment Officers’ D inner Club Salamanca Dinner.
Dinner, Waterbeach 27 Talavera Day, 2nd Battalion.
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment
Association Dinner. August

1 Minden Day, 1st Battalion.
18 3rd Battalion Officers’ Dinner Club Cocktail 2 Summer Ball, 2nd Battalion.

Party, Army and Navy Club. 3 Suffolk Regiment Minden Day Reunion, Bury St.
H /-f m t i n  n c25

27
Almanza Day, 1st Battalion.
Almanza Day Commemoration Service, Norwich. 13

H C lI I l  L111 LIS.
Blenheim Day, 2nd Battalion.

30 Northamptonshire Regiment Association visits 2nd 17 16th Foot Officers’ Goslar Reunion.
Battalion. September

1 Royal Anglian Regiment Foundation Day.
May 21 Cambridgeshire Regiment Association AGM,Ely.

1 4th/5th Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment 27 Royal Norfolk Regiment Association Dinner,
Dinner, Millbank. Norwich.

2 Northamptonshire Regiment Dinner, Millbank. 1st Battalion Royal Leicestershire Regiment
18 5th Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment Dinner. Reunion, Leicester.
22 Regimental Cocktail Party, Army and Navy Club. 28 Royal Norfolk Regiment Association Com mem oration

Service, Norwich.
June Royal Lincolnshire Regiment Association Reunion,

5 2nd/5th Essex Regimental Officers’ Luncheon, Lincoln.
Warley.

6 Royal Norfolk Regiment Officers’ Dinner, Norwich. October
7 Royal Norfolk Regiment Officers’ Luncheon, 3 3rd Battalion Dinner Club Luncheon (tbc).

Norwich. 3-4 70 th  Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment R eunion,
7-8 Regimental Tennis Tournament for sponsored Kettering.

schools, Kimbolton. 18 Peterborough Branch Northamptonshire Regiment
8 Cambridgeshire Regiment Annual Service of Reunion.

Remembrance and Reunion, Ely. 25 Poachers Reunion, Felixstowe.
21-22 Royal Tigers Weekend. November
25 Hindoostan Day, 2nd Battalion. 7 Regimental Dinner, Army and Navy Club.25-26 Royal Norfolk Show.
27 Dettingen Day, 1st Battalion. December
28 Summer Ball, 1st Battalion. 6 Royal Leicestershire Regiment Officers’ D inner Club29 Essex Regiment Reunion. Luncheon, Army & Navy Club.

Our Man in 
Moscow

Col Robin Greenham is now Military Attache in Moscow 
and also has Non-Residential Accreditation as Defence 
Attache in Georgia, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan and has been 

promoting the UK’s developing bilateral agreements with 
these countries. Recently he met Lt Col Robin Chisnell, who 
visited Moscow to have discussions with the In te rio r 
Ministry, before flying down to North Ossetia near Russia’s 
southern border with Georgia to lecture to the local au tho ri­
ties and security forces there about conflict resolution and 
peace-building.
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Letters

From: Col C J Dale

RETIREMENT OF REGIMENTAL SECRETARY
On 16 August, age dictated that I retire as Regimental Secretary 
and hand over one of the most pleasant jobs imaginable to Lt 
Col Trevor Veitch. I greatly enjoyed my seven years at 
Regimental HQ, supported as I was at The Keep by an excellent 
staff (both present and retired) to whom I shall always remain 
deeply grateful.
My gratitude extends also to the many members of the Regiment 
with whom I did business in the normal course of events and 
also during the more hectic organisational hurdles such as the 
Presentation of Colours. I genuinely have to search hard to recall 
anyone who was unhelpful or indeed did what was asked of them 
other than with cooperative good humour.
On 23 August the Colonel of the Regiment presented to me a gift 
from the Regiment to which many generous friends of the 
Officers’ Club had subscribed. I hope they will excuse my idle­
ness in not writing to so many and that they will accept this 
open letter of thanks in the Castle. I am most touched by their 
collective kindness.
And, finally, may I thank all readers whose generosity of spirit 
made the whole seven years marvellous.
Yours faithfully

From: Lt Col E T Lummis 
Sir,
1 SUFFOLK IN NORMANDY 1944 - A POSTSCRIPT
Lt Col Jeremy Prescott’s excellent account of his tour of 1 
Suffolk’s battlefields in Normandy in 1944 will have pleased 
those who were there. He omitted, however, one item of some 
significance (perhaps through family modesty) which deserves 
mention. His father, Maj Jack Prescott, who took over A 
Company before the Chateau de la Londe battle as he m en­
tioned, led that Company with great dash and distinction in the 
three day battle down the Vire-Tinchebray Road against German 
parachute troops from 12-15 August 1944 (Operation Grouse). 
Maj Prescott was awarded the MC for “his fearless and skilful 
leadership; he was an inspiration to his company” according to 
the citation. The Battalion received high praise from the Brigade 
and Divisional Commander for their efforts. Some three hun­
dred or more prisoners had been taken in addition to the heavy 
casualties inflicted on the enemy who had been driven back 
some 3000 yards. The Battalion had suffered 169 casualties in 
the period including Capt John Calder, the father of Brig Tony 
Calder.
Yours faithfully

Eric Lummis

Christopher Dale

From: Mr Martin Boswell 
IWM Duxford
Sir,

CAN YOU HELP? CAMBRIDGESHIRE REGIMENT
Could I ask for space to make an enquiry relating to The 
Cambridgeshire Regiment. On behalf of the relatives of Pte 
Leslie Chambers, killed in action in Malaya on 24 Jan 42, and 
Pte Ronald Knoll, killed in action on 27 Jan 4 2 ,1 seek anyone 
serving in the 2nd Battalion The Cambridgeshire Regiment in 
the Far East 1942-45. The families of the soldiers want details of 
the events leading to the soldiers’ deaths. Anyone able to help 
should please contact me at IWM Duxford on 01233 835000, 
Extn 271.
Yours faithfully 

Martin Boswell

From: Lt Col A A A  Beattie PWRR 
Queen’s Division
Sir,
EMBLAZONED SIDE DRUMS
I am writing to thank the Regiment very much indeed for the its 
generous agreement to fund the emblazoning of one side drum 
for each of our two Divisional Bands. The difference they make 
presentationally is incredible and I am so pleased that both 
Bands will now be able to carry the battle honours and badges of 
the Regiments they are supporting or in whose area they are 
working.
The Minden Band had its first Kneller Hall Inspection last 
month and achieved a commendable ‘EXCELLENT’ grading. 
Inter alia, the Inspecting Officer remarked upon the drums and 
thought that we were the only Division to have arranged such a 
way of representing our Regiments. It was good of the Regiment 
to fund what may have been seen as an embellishment - I do 
know it has given both Bands an even stronger sense of belong­
ing and is much appreciated.
Yours faithfully
Anthony Beattie
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The Vikings
T o u rin g  the past 6 months the 1st Battalion has been involved in a number o f major exercises including Exercise Purple Star in the U S and  

J L s  Exercise Gryphon’s Clasp, a major multi-national exercise on Stanford Training Area. Perhaps, however, the most significant event for us has 
been our arms plot move to Oakington and the end of our 8 year association with Colchester. After successfully settling into Oakington the Vikings 
started training in earnest for the forthcoming deployment to Belfast in mid November.

Ex PURPLE STAR

The Vikings’ support to Ex Purple 
Star included the responsibility for 
providing umpire teams to 5 Airborne 

Brigade and to deploy C Coy as rein­
forcem ent to 3 RGR. The umpires 
deployed on 21 Apr under the CO who 
was chief umpire to 5 AB Bde. On arrival 
in the US they deployed to the relatively 
luxurious surroundings of Camp 
Lejeune, an enormous US Marine Corps 
base on the North Carolina coast, where 
they attended umpire school under the 
US exercise directors. It soon became 
clear that the US military have a far more 
structured system for umpiring engage­
ments and allocating Battle Damage 
Assessment (BDA) than we would per­
haps use in the UK. Following that the 
umpires went out on ground recces of the 
training areas and attended a further 
umpire school at Fort Bragg.
Meanwhile C Coy, commanded by Maj 
Alan Wylie, deployed on 28 Apr to Fort 
Bragg and married up with 3 RGR. 
Despite initial worries from some quar­
ters about the possibility of having to eat 
Gurkha food the coy was made to feel 
extremely welcome and all ranks got on 
surprisingly well. T he first part of the 
exercise for C Coy involved them in cross 
training with members of 82nd Airborne 
which com prised low level training 
building up to a live firing company 
attack in the searing heat of the Carolina 
midday sun.

The main exercise phase began at Camp 
Lejeune with a simultaneous beach land­
ing operation by 3 Cdo Bde and 8th US 
Marines, and a Tactical Air Landing 
Operation (TALO) by 5 AB Bde. Given 
that there were some 55000 troops 
deployed on the exercise it was unfortu­
nate but not entirely surprising that 
within 2 hours of the exercise starting a 
helicopter crash resulted in the death of
15 US marines. The exercise continued 
with an expansion of the lodgement area 
and the first phase ended with a number 
of Battalion attacks including one led by 
C Coy on FIBUA complexes in the area.
Phase 2 of the exercise took place at Fort

Bragg with 3 RGR retasked to p ro v id e  
OPFOR. Meanwhile 5 AB Bde took p a r t  
in the largest parachute drop since W W 2 
with 4500 personnel jumping.
Needless to say the umpires spent m o st 
of the night rescuing parachutists w h o  
had got caught up in the trees. In c o n c lu ­
sion, the exercise was of great value to  C 
Coy who were not only able to see ho w  a 
Gurkha Battalion operates but also to 
take part in what must have been th e  
biggest exercise they will ever be  
involved in. For the umpires it was a 
challenge to control such a large n u m b er 
of troops and to ensure that serials h a p ­
pened as planned.

CpI Neal tries out a TOW Launcher for size

CpI Simpson's Milan Section deployed on Ex Purple Star
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The view over the Carolina loresl from a Puma CpI Curtis behind a Minimi Machine Gun.

Capt McGrath and Lt Bowman pose m front of a Puma helicopter m N Carolina CpI Curtis being shown US weaponry

Preparation for Handover

Back in Colchester the remainder had been kept busy with B Company taking on the responsibility for laying up the old Regimental 
Colour in Norwich Cathedral on 4 May. Meanwhile A Company had taken part in Exercise Pilgrim’s Progress as H unter Force for 

an escape and evasion exercise in Wales.
However it soon became clear that our impending handover to the Royal Scots and move to Oakington loomed large. Ever flexible, how­
ever, the Battalion had to respond to a proposed strike by the Essex Fire Service. C Coy were put on standby and immediately started 
training. Subsequently the strike was called off, but everyone had a great deal of am usem ent as the dust was blown off the antique ‘Green
Goddesses’.
Meanwhile A Coy under Maj Nigel Burrell were tasked to provide a training support group to assist with the training of some 190 
reservists prior to their deployment to Bosnia with IFOR. Running live firing ranges proved to be somewhat hazardous as few of the 
reservists had seen an SA80 let alone fired one, and when a medic was called to deal with an individual with heat stroke at least half the 
course came running to help! Back in Colchester A Coy put together a KAPE team which visited Pleasure Wood Hills and the Army 
Exhibition for Schools as well as a number of other venues in our recruiting area.
C Coy were also able to get away for some adventure training down at Penhale Camp in Cornwall. Activities included the convention­
al pursuits of rock climbing, hill walking and canoeing. Also on offer though were surfing, clay pigeon shooting and fencing, not to 
mention the odd recce patrol into Newquay.

19



Vikings

Sgt Kerton hill walking with his platoon in Cornwall. CpI Gardner briefs reservists deploying to Bosnia

Sgt Kerton and Pte Marsh try surfing at Penhale, 
Cornwall

Pte Collison abseils

3 -----------
down a cliff face

Pte Stewan abseiling

A T

Pte Mielke tnes clay pigeon shooting at Penhale

Ptes Rowley and Clark fire training 
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Ex GRYPHON’S CLASP

Immediately prior to our arms plot move 24 Airmobile Bde 
decided to play their trump card and deploy the Battalion on a 
major MND(C) FTX on STANTA involving British, German,

Belgian and Dutch troops. As usual we turned to the right and got 
on with the job. We were tasked with hosting the Belgian Para 
Commandos at Wretham Camp. In the first week we set up and 
ran three Infantry stands concentrating on advance to contact, air 
assault and FIBUA skills. It was interesting for all to see the vary­
ing tactics and methods used by nations as well as the variety in 
standards of weapons and equipment.
For Week 2 the Vikings provided OPFOR for a multi-national 
grouping under command of 24 Bde. The exercise involved 
deployment to a Forward Operating Base (FOB), followed by 
offensive operations onto Sculthorpe and West Raynham 
Airfields in North Norfolk and a final attack on Eastmere Village.
Naturally the exercise attracted a great deal of interest and the 
Battalion hosted visits from the CGSs of all the participating
nations, the DCin C Land and GOC 4 Div. LCpt Thom tests the new LAW

Cpl Grice shows oil his mortar bombs B Coy soldiers discuss the liner points of machine Ma/ Alan Wylie briels the Belgian CGS
guns with a German Para

The Move to Oakington

Running concurrently with the exercise the remainder of the 
Battalion were preparing our equipment for handover to 1 
RS. Under the watchful eye of the QM, Maj Bob Potter, the move 

went well and the Battalion was up and running in Oakington 
for Minden Day. The move proved to be a fairly major upheaval 
for many who had got used to 8 years of relative stability. 
Oakington also provided a shock for our younger soldiers used to 
living on the edge of a large town who have found the local night­
life less than enthralling.

The CO welcomes attached personnel to the Battalion on arrival in Oakington The Commanding Officer congratulates Omr Gaier on being nominated his bugler
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Minden Day

Mrs Harrold presents Minden Roses on Minden Day. The Minden Day Colour Party.

The Battalion celebrated Minden Day in the traditional manner on 1 Aug. The CO and Mrs Harrold were woken up at their quarter 
by members of the Corps of Drums in fancy dress; the CO provided Bucks Fizz to all. The Vikings then endured Battalion PT as 
organized by those well-known aerobics instructors W 02 Cooper and Capt Grounds.
A parade was held on the airfield where the CO and Mrs Harrold issued Minden Roses to members of the Battalion. Subsequently the 
Battalion marched around camp led by the M inden Band and the Corps of Drums. W 02 Carey the AIPT then organized a potted sports 
competition which turned into a fiercely competitive event with both the Officers’ and SNCOs’ teams being disqualified.
In the afternoon Maj Dennis Vincent who had organized the day laid on an excellent fete and barbecue lunch which was enjoyed by 
all. The day finished with a Beating of Retreat where the drums were led for the last time by the Drum Major, Sgt Fleming.

Preparation for Belfast

As early as July the Battalion had start­
ed training for Northern Ireland.

However, it was only after the Summer 
block leave that we assumed our Belfast 
ORBAT and focused our attention entire­
ly on the tour. Firstly, however, B 
Company organized the Regimental 
Gathering which took place on 1 Sep at 
Oakington.
The first major event was the NITW  
Commanders’ Cadre held at St M artin’s 
Plain Camp where we met up with an old 
Viking, Capt David England. During the 
week the command group were updated 
on the current situation in NI and the 
latest tactics. We also received an initial 
visit from Comd 39 In f Bde, Brig JH T 
Short OBE.
Thereafter followed our ‘In Barracks’ 
training period where m ultiple comman-

The Drum Major leads the Corps of Drums for the last 
time.

I » V. '  %
The Vikings Old Comrades lead the march past at the Regimental Gathering
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ders were able to practice what they had 
been taught down at St Martin’s Plain. At 
the same time all the specialist cadres 
took place as well as the centralized pre­
sentations to the Battalion. Furthermore 
the Officers’ Mess held a cocktail party 
for the great and good o f Cambridgeshire 
to let them know that we were back on 
home territory. The Minden Band and 
Corps of Drums put on a fine Beating of 
Retreat and the whole event, which was 
organized by Maj Tony Marinos, was a 
great success.
The command group deployed to Belfast 
for the main recce in mid September. At 
the time the Scots Guards were main­
taining a relatively low patrolling pres­
ence. However since the Thiepval bomb 
patrolling activity has increased and 
clearly the situation may escalate or de- 
escalate. Only time will tell!
Towards the back end of September the 
Battalion started to receive some extra 
reinforcements with TA soldiers enlist­
ing on S Type engagements from 6 and 7 
R ANGLIAN. In addition the Vikings 
received some welcome additions in the 
form of a multiple from the Poachers and 
7 men from 1 KORBR.

The last part of our pre-deployment 
training was the CPTA package which 
took place at Hythe and Lydd from 13-31 
Oct. During this excellent package, 
which was coordinated by the 2IC, Maj 
Robert Goodin, the companies were real­
ly put through their paces. Even HQ Coy 
formed a rifle company ORBAT and 
took part in a two day exercise in Rype 
village. Meanwhile the rifle companies 
followed a rotation of two range pack­
ages, an urban exercise, a rural package 
and a final urban exercise run by the 
Commanding Officer. Simultaneously 
the Surveillance Platoon carried out 
their pre-deployment training in prepa­
ration for manning the series o f OPs in 
West Belfast.

Pte Jones of B Coy on Patrol in Rype Village.

The combined Viking/Poacher Platoon pose for a photo under their Platoon Commander. Lt Howson, and 
Platoon Sergeant, Sgt Gray.

B Coy's base line for the hot at Rype Village
Capt Borgnis meets Comd 49(E) Bde. Brig HRG 
Wilson.

Conclusion

Not for the first tim e in the last 18 months we will be deploying into a situation which is far from clear. However the Battalion 
has trained hard and will arrive in a positive frame of mind ready to deal with any situation we are presented with. Belfast pre­
sents us with new challenges as it is unfamiliar territory to most Vikings and the partial return to patrolling will ensure the Battalion 

is kept busy. The Battalion is looking forward to the forthcoming tour and the exciting programme being lined up for the rest o f  
1997 and into 1998.
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Vikings Shooting Team
Capt Charles Calder writes:

----  Vikings

For the second year running the 
Battalion fielded a major unit team 
to compete in the 4 Div Skill at Arms 

Competition. After a convincing victory 
last year we were keen to continue our 
winning streak, consequently the team 
formed up for training approximately a 
m onth before the competition. Two 
weeks spent on Colchester Ranges were 
followed by a further fortnight at 
Bulford Ranges, conducted under the 
watchful eye of Sgt Athroll, the 
Battalion shooting coach.

The competition was held on Bulford 
ranges over the period 15-19 Apr. Our 
main opposition was the Black Watch 
who fielded an 8 man team which includ­
ed 4 excellent shots. However the 
Vikings’ strength in depth showed 
through, as the only team prize we con­
ceded to them was the rifle team match.

The successful Vikings shooting team

In all the team won the following prizes: 
The Parachute Regiment Cup 
The Gun Team Match 
The Combat Snap 
Falling Plate
Best Young Officer - Capt Elphee 
Best Class B Shot - Pte Lid low 
Winner Gun Match - Cpl Chamberlain 
Overall Major Unit Winners

Overall this was an excellent result and 
meant that we returned home with a 
sack load of silver and medals. Perhaps, 
however, our sweetest victory was in the 
Falling Plate where we knocked out our 
old rivals the Gurkha Demonstration 
Company in the semi finals and went on 
to beat the Black Watch in a very close 
final. On returning to the start point the 
team were greeted with a rousing chorus 
of ‘Look at those Anglians’ much to the 
bemusement of GOC 4 Div.

Capt Elphee, Cpl Watts and Pte Lidlow 
were selected to represent 4 Div at the 
Queen’s Medal Competition at Bisley. 
Cpl Watts finished 29th in the Army 
whilst Capt Elphee was placed 75th.

This was a great year for the Battalion 
team, with some excellent young soldiers 
emerging as very competent shots. Next 
year the Battalion will be entering the 
less competitive 2 Div SAAM where we 
hope to get a greater number of shots 
through to Bisley.

Cpl Chamberlain receives the prize tor the Gun 
Match.

GOC A Div presents the pme tor the Parachute 
Regiment Cup

Vikings Cricket 
Inter Company Winners, HQ Company
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Vikings in Nepal

(L to Ft) LCpI hes, Lt Bowman and Pte Voigts shrouded by Himalayan foothills

Lt Birch, Lt Bowman, LCpl Ives, I’tes 
Baxter, Dack, Lewis and Voigts from 
C Company 1 Royal Anglian spent five 

weeks this Summer trekking in the 
Himalayas with 26 members of 
Cambridge University Officers Training 
Corps. The aim was to walk from the 
roadhead at Jiri to Mt. Everest Base Camp 
and back, a total distance of 250 km.
One of the problems envisaged in travel­
ling to a third world country was the risk 
of illness due to the unhygienic condi­
tions. LCpl Ives and Pte Voigts chose to 
have a prawn cocktail starter in 
Kathmandu on the night before the trek. 
Despite (a) they were in a landlocked 
country, (b) nobody had seen a refrigera­
tion truck and (c) on first tasting it they 
remarked “it tastes a bit funny”, they fin­
ished it and for the next two weeks were 
to be found squatting over a hole in the 
floor several times a day.
We departed Kathmandu early on 1 
August after the traditional Minden Day 
‘gunfire’ had been served by the offi­
cers.There then followed a hair-raising 
bus journey on a twisting mountain road 
before we started the trek. The Vikings 
were split up amongst the five groups of 
students. For the next sixteen days we 
walked up and down the trail, ascending 
around 1000 metres daily only to drop 
down again and repeat the process the 
next day.This was quite a test of physical 
and mental stamina, coping with every­
thing from monsoon rainstorms, leeches, 
blisters and 'Indiana Jones’ style suspen­
sion bridges.
We eventually reached our destination 
and most people also made it up Kalar 
Pattar which was a nearby peak of 5545 
metres (1X000 feet). At this altitude there

is only half the usual concentration of 
oxygen in the air and everyone was suf­
fering from headaches and shortness of 
breath. However the view of Everest was 
as magnificent as the air was thin. Some 
people find it harder to acclimatise than 
others and one female student in particu­
lar became seriously ill during the night. 
Lt Bowman probably saved her life by 
alerting the rest of the group in time.
For the return journey the Royal 
Anglians reorganised into a single group 
with a few others as we had to go back a 
week before the remainder. After com ­
pleting the first three days at a breakneck 
pace five of the party decided they were 
missing the airmobile role and paid to fly 
the rem ainder of the distance to 
Kathmandu in an ex-Soviet 'Hip' heli­
copter from Lukla, one of the world’s

highest airstrips. The rest of us did what 
could have been a fifty minute flight in 
five days but felt much better for it. After 
2X days in the field we were glad to get 
hack to the ‘civilisation’ of Kathmandu 
for a shave (Lt Birch being the winner of 
the beard-growing contest, Lt Bowman 
came last)
Overall the soldiers had a once in a life­
time opportunity to experience a totally 
different culture. Also the joint expedi­
tion was a great mind-broadening experi­
ence for both soldiers and students lead­
ing to a better understanding o f each 
other. Some problems had been antici­
pated but the two groups integrated bet­
ter than had been expected. This was also 
a chance to establish links with our local 
O fC  now that the Battalion has moved 
to Cambridgeshire.

TV Documentary
Do you have film  I video footage 

of your personal zvar experiences of 
any campaigns fought since 1936?

C all in str ictest co n fid en ce  
(0 1 2 7  3) 7 7 7 6 7 8  or w rite to  

P O  B ox 2 8 5  3, B righ ton  BN1 1X D
L

TO YOUR OWN DESIGN
* T -S H IR T S
• S W E A TS H IR TS
• P O L O S H IR T S
* R U G B Y  S H IR TS
• S W E A TER S
* B A S E B A L L  C A P S
r o t  f a n  C010UR BROCHURES CONTACT:

CHI0ITTIBM5 FOR H.M. FORCES

TEES TOTAL
High St,Woot1on Bassett, 
Swindon,Wilts SN4 7AB 
TEL: (01793) 8 4 9 8 8 8  
FAX: (01793) 8 49 89 0
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Vikings Kape Tour 96

■— — Vikings

T he Vikings launched this year’s 
KAPE tour in and around Essex, 
Cambridgeshire and Norfolk. The KAPE 

team, based on A (Norfolk) Company 
with attachments from Screen Company, 
visited a wide variety of locations from 
cadet groups to theme parks.
The tour started at Pleasure Wood Hills 
Theme Park with the normal static dis­
plays as well as a display by the Corps of 
Drums under the Drum Major, Sgt 
Fleming. After visiting schools in the 
local area the KAPE tour moved to 
Southend-on-Sea to carry out a number 
of engagements. The highlight of this 
was the day spent at Cecil Jones High 
School which began with LCpi Wood, 
the KAPE ‘drill instructor’, putting the 
students through their paces. Members o f the KAPE team introduce a potential Viking to a plastic SA80

Overall the tour was a great success judging by the response 
received from the general public. The team even managed to d is­
pel the rum our that soldiers do not get paid as we were informed 
by one group of school leavers. The Vikings are now better 
known in the recruiting area and hopefully this should encourage 
more people to come forward to join the Regiment.

LCpl Thom cams up a likely recruit on the KAPE tour.

After the initial drill period the students 
moved round a series of stands which 
were designed to be a competition for the 
students. In addition the school watched 
a demonstration of helicopter abseiling 
under the direction of Sgt Hale. This 
caused some problems with traffic as cars

on the dual carriageway stopped to watch. Overall this visit generated some good local 
media attention with representatives from local radio stations and newspapers in a tten ­
dance. In the evening the tour visited the Southend ACF Detachment and gave a First 
Aid demonstration using CASSIM.
The second week was spent at Bassingbourn at the Army Exhibition for Schools. Over 
1500 school children visited each day, many of whom were put through a series o f com ­
mand tasks organized by Cpl Riley and Pte Collier. Meanwhile Capt Borgnis and Cpl 

Neal ran a ‘Firepower’ demonstration as a finale to each day’s 
activities.Newly Published
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E A.STONE
SonsNORWICH V 7  H O  SAVILE ROW

ESTABLISHED 1874
BESPOKE TAILORS AND GENTLEMEN'S OUTFITTERS

OFFICIALLY APPOINTED TAILORS TO

THE ROYAL ANGLIAN REGIMENT
SERVICE DRESS •  NO 1 DRESS •  MESS KIT 

MILITARY TIES & BADGES •  ALL MILITARY ACCOUTREMENTS 
MEDAL MOUNTING & REPAIR SERVICE

HAND BUILT BESPOKE TAILORING
DISTINCTIVE MADE TO MEASURE •  VERSATILE READY-TO-WEAR

SPECIAL CORPORATE RATES •  PRIVILEGE CARD SCHEME •  VISITING SERVICE
SUBSCRIPTION TERMS AVAILABLE

17 TIMBERHILL NORWICH NR1 3JZ
A L S O  B Y  A P P O I N T M E N T  A T  
12 SAVILE ROW LONDON W1X 1AE 

TELEPHONE 01603 488861 • FACSIMILE 01603 488862
THE BEST FROM THE PAST TAILORED TO THE PRESENT

“One of the best-balanced beers 
I have ever tasted”

Thus w ro te  M ichael Jackson, th e  w orld  
renowned beer writer and expert - joining 
all th ose  AK drinkers w ho, for over 100 
years, have d e lig h te d  in th e fin est East 
Anglian m alted barley perfectly com bined  
with best quality w hole leaf aroma hops to 
produce the cask bitter popularly described 
as "Hertfordshire Champagne".

m

Fine Hertfordshire Cask Bitter
AS BREWED FOR OVER 100 YEARS
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The Poachers

The Poachers have enjoyed a hectic 6 months and are now firmly established in their role as the Combined Arms Training Centre 
Battle Group. The variety and frequency o f commitments have ensured that all departments have been kept extremely busy. In 

addition members o f the 2nd Battalion have taken part in a number o f ventures fa r  removed from Warminster.

The Poachers’ training year is divided 
into three cycles and in any one cycle 
the Battalion wilJ complete up to 100 

exercises. We provide assets for over 10 
training organisations and are often 
tasked with additional work for a variety 
of organisations including the Infantry 
Trials and Development Unit and the 
Procurement Executive. As a measure of 
our workload the Battalion’s track 
mileage since our arrival in Warminster is 
nearly half that of the whole of 1 (UK) 
Armoured Division over the same period!
The Battalion has now deployed on all 
the major exercises held on Salisbury 
Plain,of which Phantom Bugle is the 
largest, involving an Armoured Battle 
Group of two company/squadron groups 
and the full array of supporting arms. 
Phantom Bugle is the largest armoured 
exercise held in the United Kingdom 
and attracts a good deal of interest, from 
home and abroad. The exercise takes 
place three times a year and as well as 
providing an essential training exercise 
for the students on the Company 
Commanders Course allows the Poachers 
Battle Group the rare opportunity to 
work in an all arms environment.
The Poachers are fast building a reputa­
tion as OPFOR in the many TESEX 
exercises which are held on Salisbury 
Plain throughout the year. The exercises 
generally consist of two Company sized 
defensive battles and one Battle Group 
sized deployment culminating in an 
OPFOR attack. For the uninitiated 
TESEX is the Army’s latest laser
A Company light through during a Company demonstration.

engagement simulator system and as 
such offers a level of reality previously 
impossible to achieve. As a permanent 
enemy the Poachers have been able to 
perfect skills learnt on our first 
encounter with TESEX on Exercise 
Medicine Man in Canada in 1995. The 
level of skills at every level required to 
achieve success at TESEX is extremely 
high and the Poachers have provided an 
effective enemy for all the infantry bat­
talions who have taken part in TESEX 
since our arrival.
In addition to the large exercises which 
are essentially Battle Group or Company 
level deployments the Poachers have par­
ticipated in a multitude of different tasks

for a variety of different masters. The lat­
est Army recruiting TV advertisement 
was made by Saatchi and Saatchi and 
involved members of the Battalion who 
learnt the trials and tribulations of the 
acting profession over a series of wet 
nights in May.
The Poachers have now hosted two 
Weapons Effects Demonstrations which 
are extremely high profile and offer the 
Battalion the opportunity to demon­
strate the capabilities of the weapons sys­
tems available to the Armoured Battle 
Group Commander. The demonstrations 
also enable the Poachers to do a good 
deal of live-firing both on the day and 
over the preceding rehearsals. Over

The Drums Platoon on a recent trial of Stormer.
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Ptes Wells and Atkins of B Compay prepare defences Cpl West briefs Officers of the Junior Command Staff Course on the 94mm LAW. 
during Exercise Globe Trot.

10,000 spectators have attended the last 
two Weapons Effects Demonstrations. 
The spectators are drawn from all three 
services and there is often a large contin­
gent of foreign guests. Coupled with the 
WED, the Poachers also provide a static 
display of all the elem ents of an 
Armoured Battle Group for the benefit of 
officers attending the Junior Command 
Staff Course.
In addition to our external commitments 
the Poachers have completed a busy 
internal tra in ing  programme. The 
Training W ing executed a pre-SCBC 
cadre for candidates from throughout the 
Queen’s Division at nearby New Zealand 
Farm in September and ran a 5 day 2-1 
upgrading cadre in October. The MT 
Platoon have organised a succession of 
driving cadres on different forms of 
transport including Warrior, AFV 432, 
CVR(T), motorbikes and buses.
A Company spent a two week period in 
Lulworth perfecting already sound gun­
nery skills in preparation for the 1996 
Warrior Shield Com petition. Their 
results were again excellent and were a
A Company tight in woods Ex Phantom Ruqle

considerable improvement on their own 
winning scores for the 1995 competition. 
At present the company is preparing for 
their first live firing camp since leaving 
Germany in Castlemartin.
The Battalion’s enemy Company, B 
Company, have organised adventure 
training in the nearby Cheddar Gorge 
and at Poole in Dorset involving both 
climbing and canoeing. In July the 
Company held an inter-section march 
and shoot competition in which Cpl 
Coupe’s Section were victorious. At pre­
sent the Com pany is in glorious 
Sennybridge on a Company organised 
dismounted live firing exercise.
C Company ran the inaugural Strang 
Trophy in May, a competition designed 
to identify the Company’s champion sol­
dier. The trophy commemorates the 
death of Pte Marcus Strang who was trag­
ically killed in a road accident in 1995. 
The Strang family presented the trophy 
to Pte (now LCpl) Nicholls who achieved 
the best results when tested on a variety 
of military skills. In July, C Company 
spent a week on Exercise Castle Chase in

N ortham ptonsh ire , a Com pany level 
exercise designed to revise and improve 
foot soldiering skills. In addition the 
Company were able to host a number of 
ACFs from throughout Northamptonshire 
providing realistic and enjoyable train­
ing for the cadets and establishing links 
w ith C Company’s affiliated county.
D(Sp) Company have had a similarly 
busy schedule with all platoons carrying 
out specialist training and activities. The 
M ortar Platoon spent a two week period 
in South Wales where they conducted a 
live firing dism ounted exercise over dif­
ficult terrain and a three day canoeing 
expedition. At the end of October the 
platoon held an inter detachment compe­
tition for the Collishaw Trophy. The 
com petition tested the platoon’s military 
skills and culminated in a 12km march 
with mortars. Pte Heeley’s detachment 
emerged as winners. The Recce Platoon 
ran their own exercise in the local area 
perfecting recce tactics and are at present 
preparing  for a live firing camp at 
Castlemartin. The Milan Platoon sent a 
section, led by Cpl Sm ith, to BATUS 
where they acted as OPFOR on Exercise

Drummer Mellay ol the Drums PI demonstrates the SA 80 during the Weapons
Effects Demonstration
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LCpl Tams, S Company, demonstrates the crucifix 
method of scaling a 12ft wall

Ptes Heeley; Jones and Picket- winners of the Collishaw 
Trophy.

The 2IC and OC C Company discuss tactics with Sgt 
Penn during Exercise Castle Chase.

LCpl David instructs members of Northamptonshire 
ACF on Milan during Exercise Castle Chase

The Commanding Officer presents the Wooden Spoon 
during B Company 's inter section March and Shoot 
competition

Drummer Richardson of the Drums Platoon and girl­
friend at Whipsnade Zoo on the KAPE Tour

General Sir Roger Wheeler presents the Warrior Shield to 3 Platoon A Company

C Coy march throuqh Leicester30
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The Commanding Officer and visiting Mayors.

Medicine Man 3. The Drums Platoon 
have run an internal SF cadre in 
September and have performed in a 
variety of venues both in our recruiting 
areas on the KAPE tour and the 
Warminster area. OC D(Sp) Company 
visited a number o f ACF detachments 
in the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire 
area as part of their annual inspection 
programme.
Taking advantage of our first home post­
ing for nine years the Poachers have 
been extremely busy on the recruiting 
front. Captain Grinonneau led a KAPE 
tour to our affiliated counties in which 
the team, supported by the Minden 
Band, visited a number of schools, ACF 
detachments, town centres and zoos! 
The tour was well received throughout 
the recruiting areas, attracting large 
numbers of people and a good deal of 
attention in the local press. In late June, 
Guards from A and C Company visited 
Leicester to represent the Battalion at 
the Regimental Freedom Parade. The 
event was a great success and all ranks 
were extremely well hosted by the City 
and a generous local brewery! The 
Poachers have hosted CCF and ACF vis­
its from schools both in Wiltshire and 
our affiliated counties and there have 
been a steady stream of Potential 
Officers visiting the Battalion through­
out the year.
The Poachers have hosted a number of 
visits over the past six months. In June 
the Commander-in-Chief Land, General 
Sir Roger Wheeler, visited the Battalion 
and presented 3 Platoon A Comparty with 
the Warrior Shield, awarded to the 
Platoon for winning the Army wide inter­
platoon gunnery competition 1995. The 
September Weapons Effects Demonstration 
gave us a splendid opportunity to host a 
mayoral visit for many of the Mayors and 
Lord Mayors of our recruiting areas. 
They were also given the opportunity to 
drive and command A Company Warriors 
which they appeared to relish. The

Members ol the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regimental Association visit B 
Squadron 9/12L.

Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire and 
Royal Tigers Regimental Associations 
were given a similar chance to drive 
Warriors, an experience they approached 
with characteristic vigour and style. 
Brigadiers Michael Strudwick and Iain 
Johnston visited Battlesbury Barracks in 
September in their capacity as Director of 
Infantry and Commander Warminster 
Training Centre respectively. Brigadier

Colin Groves visited the Battalion in May 
for the last time as Deputy Colonel to the 
Poachers. He was driven out of 
Battlesbury Barracks in a Warrior as the 
Battalion lined the route.
The highlight of the Poachers’ sporting 
calendar was the inter company boxing 
competition in which C Company 
emerged as convincing winners wresting

LCpl Franklin instructs the Mayoress o l Lincoln on Wamor driving

Brigadier Colin Groves is drrven out o l Battlesbury Barracks.
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C Coy - winners ol the inter-company boxing competition.

The CO presents prizes to LCpl Harris and LCpl David of C Company alter the heavy weight bout ol the inter­
company boxing competition.

the trophy from A Company who have 
dominated the competition for the last 
few years. The Battalion team has now 
been selected and will start full time 
training in the near future, the first 
round being against 3(UK) Division 
Signal Regiment in Bulford in early 
December. The inter company orienteer­
ing competition was held in Perham 
Down in September and was narrowly 
won by A Company with D(Sp) 
Company finishing runners up. The 
Battalion cricket team competed in local 
leagues and the Army Cup where they 
demonstrated fair play and fortitude in 
adversity and established a sound base 
from which a more successful team can 
be launched in 1997. The Poachers 
Rugby team have had an good start to 
their season recording a number of victo­
ries against good opposition.
The Bn Fishing Club have not had time 
to enter the Army League since arriving 
in Warminster due to commitments, but 
they hope to do so in the New Year. The 
Club have however been active in other 
ways, such as organising the annual 
Childrens’ Fishing Match, which was 
held at the Hunters Moon Lakes in 
Warminster on 28 July. The event was 
well supported by both boys and girls 
from within Warminster Garrison. The 
Match lasted for 3 hours, with all chil­
dren catching at least one fish. The top 3 
places went to:
1st with 2.110 kgs

Ben Doherty, aged 9
2nd with 1.960 kgs

Mark Witham, aged 9
3rd with 1.540 kgs

Scott Ralph, aged 11
All other participants received a 
Poachers Medallion from the Families 
Officer, Capt Smith, prior to the Families 
BBQ which was held beside the lake.
In recent months Poachers have organ­
ised a number of adventure training 
expeditions of varied complexity and 
scope. In July Lt Peter Holton led a div­
Prizewinners at the Poachers' Childrens' lishing match.

ing expedition to the Philippines which 
was primarily science based and offered 
comparatively inexperienced divers the 
opportunity to dive in one of the finest 
areas in the world. Major Duncan 
Gregory led a party of 12 to Albania to 
climb the highest peak and canoe on one 
of the wilder rivers in this seldom visited 
country. A report on both these expedi­
tions appears elsewhere in this edition of 
Castle. Many other smaller scale adven­

ture training expeditions have been 
organised in the South West of England 
as Battle Group commitments allow.
In conclusion the Poachers have had a 
busy six months in which we have settled 
into all aspects of Warminster life. The 
busy commitment schedule has ensured 
that the Battalion has had little chance to 
relax and we have taken maximum advan­
tage of the windows that do occur to par-

CSgf Heycock looks on as SLt Davis and LCpl Cutts of C Company begin training
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Ex CORAL POACHER

— Poachers

A t the end of June 1996 a team of 
divers from the Poachers set out on a 

five week adventure training exercise to 
Danjugan Island in the Philippines. 
Here they teamed up with Coral Cay 
Conservation ( a London based marine 
research charity ) to assist the Filipino 
government in the survey work needed 
to help form a marine protection pro­
gramme for the island.

The Coral Poacher Team
Llo R U Cdr Nortclitte, Cpl H Cross, Tpr D Williams, Cpl S Hugill. Pte J Gray, U P Holton, SSgt M Gray

Exercise Coral Poacher was different 
from the normal military diving expedi­
tion, not only in the length of time the 
team was in the field but also in the work 
they were undertaking and the condi­
tions in which they were living. The 
overall aim of the diving we were doing 
was to help build up a picture of what 
species of fish and coral were present, 
and in what concentrations. In order to 
give these surveys scientific weight, the 
team spent the first week being taught 
how to identity the many species of fish, 
corals and other marine life they were 
likely to encounter.
For many in the team this was the first 
time they had encountered scientific 
names and the myriad of species that 
inhabit the coral reefs in the Philippines, 
but all acquitted themselves well and 
within a week were deemed competent 
enough to begin the survey diving.
The survey dives were carried out in 
teams of four divers, each tasked to look 
for, identify and judge the abundance of a 
different type of marine life (i.e. fish, 
corals, invertebrates), with one of the 
team tasked to navigate and to measure 
the depth and type of substrata over 
which the survey was carried out. These 
surveys were started at a depth of thirty 
metersjthey then worked their way 
inshore to the shallows. For all but one of 
the team this was their first taste of

underwater work, not only having to 
concentrate on safe diving practices but 
also on navigation, the use o f ropes as 
well as undertaking the survey work. It 
was a credit to those involved in the 
training o f the Coral Poacher team that 
they all coped admirably with the new 
challenges the survey dives presented.
Once this “base-line data” had been col­
lected the divers’ findings were trans­
ferred onto special report forms which 
were sent back to London for analysis by 
Coral Cay’s science teams.
Life on the island was basic but enjoy­
able. The team lived in tents pitched 
around a central administration area. 
Food was purchased from the local m ar­
kets and prepared by a chef from the 
local village. The food he prepared was 
typically traditional Filipino fare, invari­
ably accompanied by rice or noodles. 
Fresh water was brought across from the

m ainland every day and hence the wash­
ing of clothes, equipm ent and oneself 
was kept to a minimum.
The interior of the island was covered in 
a largely intact forest canopy. The forest 
was home to numerous rare species of 
birds and animals, in particular large 
colonies of bats. All the team members 
took time to explore the interior of the 
island, with “Jim m y”, our cook, acting as 
a guide.
Over the m onth the team experienced a 
great range in weather conditions, from 
scorchingly hot sunshine to the tail end 
o f Typhoon Gloria. Rain, when it came, 
did so very heavily, but thankfully main­
ly at night. Despite the sometimes unpre­
dictable weather, there were only a few 
days when diving proved impossible. On 
these days, the team turned their atten­
tion to essential kit maintainance and 
adm in around camp.
Cpl Cross and Hugill receive underwater mstruclion

*

Cpl Cross emerges from the deep-Ex Coral Poacher
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Despite the heavy work-load of the sci­
ence, it was not all work. There was time 
to do recreational dives and revisiting 
favourite sites around the island without 
the constraints involved with survey div­
ing. Because of the water and food resup­
ply route used, the team spent a great 
deal of time working with the locals and 
were always welcomed warmly into their 
homes on the mainland to share a meal. 
We rapidly discovered that the locals 
were avid basketball players and one sul­
try Monday afternoon the Coral Poacher 
team  was soundly thrashed by the 
Bulatta Tigers. The whole village turned 
out to watch the match and, from their 
cheers and laughs, they seemed to be 
enjoying the spectacle immensely.
On one of the weekends, the team decid­
ed to travel to another marine reserve on 
the other side of the mainland. The island 
of Apo was set up as a marine reserve 
some ten years ago and hence the marine 
life has flourished in the protected waters. 
The diving around Apo was far more

spectacular than anything 
any of the team had ever 
seen before. The seabed 
was awash with colour, a 
myriad of brightly 
coloured fish and corals, 
sea snakes, large rays and 
barracuda. The whole 
team agreed that this was 
the best diving they had 
ever experienced. It is 
hoped that over time the 
reef ecosystem around 
Danjugan will, with prop­
er protection and man­
agement, flourish to 
resemble that of Apo.

For everyone involved in Exercise Coral 
Poacher, it proved to be a great success. 
Each member of the team logged some 
thirty five or so dives with the standard 
of diving of the whole team improving 
tremendously. The diving off the island 
was very different to that which most of 
the team had seen before. The water was

much warmer, typically 28°C, the visibil­
ity significantly greater and the marine 
life much more diverse. The excellent 
diving, real team spirit and, in particu­
lar,the overwhelming hospitality of the 
local people all helped to make Exercise 
Coral Poacher one of the most successful 
expeditions the Battalion has launched.

Scrapes and Scrambles in the Land of Eagles
M a j Duncan Gregory writes:

Albania, the so called “Land of 
Eagles”, is perhaps an unlikely 
choice of country for an expedition. The 

idea for it stemmed from a visit to this 
forgotten corner of Europe made by the 
author in late 1994, a report on which 
appeared in Castle. Whilst travelling 
around the Northern “Highlands” it 
occurred to me that an expedition might 
prove interesting and challenging. And 
so it turned out to be.
The first of the many hurdles that had to 
be cleared was to gain agreement from 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
for the expedition to go ahead. 
Agreement given, the next step was to 
explain the concept of adventure training 
to the Albanians. This proved a difficult 
task and, in fact, it is debatable whether 
they ever fully grasped the rationale 
behind soldiers climbing mountains and 
canoeing rivers. Fortunately the MOD 
got wind of the expedition and, as luck 
would have it, were re-examining the 
whole question of gifting equipment to 
Albania. It became clear that the delivery 
of equipment for a newly formed peace - 
keeping company could be dovetailed 
into the expedition. After much discus­
sion and enough faxes to wallpaper the 
Albert Hall, a convoy of three heavily 
laden new Bedfords and two civilianised

expedition Land Rovers left Warminster 
on 7 September for the 1500 mile jour­
ney across Europe to Bari, on the Italian 
Adriatic coast, and from there a ferry- 
crossing to Durres in Albania.
As might have been predicted, it was not 
all plain sailing. The Swiss refused to let 
the lorries enter their country as lorries 
are banned from using roads on Sundays. 
This necessitated a several hundred mile 
detour to the west in order to enter Italy 
via the French Alps. Having finally 
reached the port of Bari we were stung 
with a customs tax of £200. However, 
payment of this and the customs official’s 
kindly disposition towards Albania saw 
us stowed aboard the ferry and bound for 
the Albanian coast.

Durres was just as chaotic as on my pre­
vious visit, the bow of a partly sunk ship 
in the harbour just a little rustier than I 
remembered it and the bureaucracy as 
utterly inefficient as ever. Customs for­
malities eventually completed, the con­
voy, joined by a number of police and 
Army escort vehicles, set off for the capi­
tal, Tirana. Eventually the convoy reach 
a run-down barracks on the outskirts of 
Tirana, the main logistics depot, and the 
vehicles were handed over unofficially, 
the official ceremony taking place a few 
hours later at the Albanian MOD.
The gifting of equipment completed, we 
set about the expedition. The party split 
into two: a canoeing group resolved to 
canoe much of Northern Albania’s main

Lt Holton at ‘Anemone Rock', Apo.

34



Poachers

rivers, the other group intent on climb­
ing some of the highest peaks, again in 
the North of the country. I and the 
mountaineering group set off North for 
a mountainous area on the border with 
Montenegro, a two day journey from 
Tirana. On arrival at the village of 
Valbone, which nestles at the head of a 
very steep valley, we located Azim, the 
local teacher who was to be our guide for 
the next three days. Camping did not 
appear to be a problem as there was plen­
ty of flat ground and a river nearby. After 
much debate between our Albanian 
Army interpreter and Azim we were 
advised that due to previous “problems” 
with tourists in the area we should site 
our tents next to the Police post. The 
“problems” we later learnt involved the 
hacking to death o f a Swedish climber 
the previous year.
To reach our camp site required us to 
cross a dry river bed. Not much of a prob­
lem at the time although the folly of this 
course of action was apparent some 
twelve hours after the first tent peg 
entered the ground and simultaneously 
the skies opened. A torrential storm last­
ing thirty six hours ensued. Despite 
being clad from head to toe in Cortex the 
rain still found its way in and the previ­
ously dry river bed became a fast flowing 
torrent of water, leading us to speculate 
how we would proceed with the expedi­
tion. Wet through, we reached the sum­
mit of Grykat-e-Hapata in one day and, 
the following day, the rain finally having 
stopped, we began a two day climb of the 
formidable Mount Jezerce (2693 M). We 
spent the night in a cave usually fre­
quented by goat herders and, to judge by 
the several inches o f dung on the floor, 
their sizeable flocks. Squeezed onto a 
couple of ledges free of goat excrement 
we spent a cold night sleeping as best we 
could. The next morning, with a light

dusting of snow on the ground, we began 
the final climb to the summit in beauti­
ful weather. As with all mountains the 
summit is never as close as you think and 
Jezerce was no exception; however, at 
around midday we scrambled along a 
narrow ridge to reach the clear but b it­
terly cold summit. Obligatory mountain 
top photos taken and “Poachers 1996” 
carved into a wooden cross marking the 
top, we began the descent through snow 
fields that filled the valleys running away 
to the North of the mountain. As dark­
ness gathered we reached our camp site 
and were relieved to note that during our 
ahsence the river level had dropped to a 
fordable level. The following morning, 
with rain falling once again, we set off for 
the town of Kukes and a meeting with 
the canoeing group.
Arriving in Kukes after dark we fortu­
nately bumped into a rather harassed 
looking Sgt Gray. Our problems with 
poor weather paled into insignificance 
when told of the dangers they had faced 
in a very full and narrow stretch of the 
Black Drini river on Friday the 13th. All 
canoeists had capsized, one canoe had 
filled with water and sunk and six very 
cold soldiers had drifted down river for 
five hours until the backup Land Rover 
had reached them. On top of this the 
Land Rover had been mobbed by locals 
whilst pulling a broken down vehicle off 
a bridge and rucksacks and vehicle spares 
stolen. The final insult occurred when 
they had established a campsite in Kukes 
only to be stoned by locals and forced to 
retreat. As if further proof of the lawless­
ness of N orthern Albania were required, 
whilst eating lunch in the town the fol­
lowing day, a very irate local pulled out a 
pistol and started shooting wildly. It is at 
this point that I take issue with “T he 
Times” travel correspondent who, in a 
recent article, described Albania in glow-

Maj Gregory and team cross one ol the belter 
bridges in Albania

ing terms and the locals as “warm and 
friendly”.
By contrast with the first half of the expe­
dition the rem ainder was relatively 
uneventful. The canoeists completed 
their paddle of the Black Drini River 
whilst the mountaineers travelled further 
South to climb Mount Korabit, the high­
est mountain in Albania and indeed the 
whole of the Balkans.
In the final analysis Albania is an inter­
esting country. The landscape makes for 
some excellent m ountaineering and 
canoeing, but, at the moment, the newly 
democratic entrepreneurial spirit mani­
fests itself, in Northern Albania at least, 
in a criminal free-for-all. So it was with 
mixed feelings that we drove towards 
Durres for the ferry back to Italy, only to 
discover as we boarded the boat that our 
trailer number plate and bulbs had been 
stolen the previous night!

Ma/or Mike Beard looks decidedly queezy alter a good lunch, 
Whale Island, Portsmouth, July
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LCpl Mayall recerves the keys to his new VauKhali Astra car after winning first prize in the Regimental 
Museum raffle



6th Battalion
S in c e  the last edition, the 6th Battalion has been extremely busy preparing for its first overseas camp in its 25 year histoiy and recruit­
in g  h a rd  to try and  reach our goal o f  110%. In both aspects, the Battalion has been very successful.

In  M ay  the em phasis of training 
sw itch ed  from the field action to the 
ran g e . In preparation for the Bn SAAM, 
a coach ing  course was held at 
M iddlew ick  Ranges by W 02 Conopo, 
th e  W eapon Training Warrant officer, for 
a ll Sect Comds. The Battalion was also 
rep resen ted  at the 2 Div SAAM by a well 
rehearsed  shooting team. Cpl Rolph of A 
C oy was awarded Champion Shot while 
L C p l Feaks came a creditable 15th. Cpl 
R o lp h  went on to represent the TA in 
A m erica  in October in the International 
R eserve Forces Shooting Competition 
h o s te d  by the National Guard. The 6th
Sgt Rushmere

MG Platoon

Battalion, after a well fought competi­
tion, came 6th in 2 Div.
May also saw the Battalion step up its 
campaign to raise its profile within East 
Anglia. Sgt Skelton, PSI of the Recce 
Platoon, organised an extremely success­
ful NSPCC Open Day for 40 children in 
Bury St Edmunds. A (Norfolk) Coy kept 
the Battalion in the public eye at the 
Aylsham Agricultural Show where SSgt 
Bisset displayed her culinary talents to 
the full. As part of the Festival of Norfolk 
Food and Drink, the Coy provided a field 
kitchen display next door to the recruit­
ing stand. C (Essex) Coy opened the doors 
of its Chelmsford HQ to the National 
Employers Liaison Committee and mem­
bers of the Institute of Personnel and 
Development. As part of the Battalion’s 
recruiting campaign, Coys are not only 
seeking to sign on soldiers but to gain the 
support of their employers; an all impor­
tant factor in both recruiting and reten- 
tion.The theme of shooting continued 
through June and July with the Coys 
deploying onto the ranges to polish their 
skills. Nevertheless, the Battalion 
attempted a variety of other challenges 
too. HQ ( Suffolk) Coy entered a team in 
the Welsh 1000 event under the com­
mand of Capt Simon Watson, OC Recce 
Platoon. Not daunted by this challenge, 
the next weekend saw a Recce team cross­
ing the channel to compete in the French

Commando Raid Com petition. 
Participating in events such as shotgun 
shooting, mountain biking, speed m arch­
es and assault courses, the Recce Platoon 
came first in the British contingent and 
13th overall. In May and June A and C 
Coys both conducted successful patrol 
exercises at STANTA. A Coy capitalised 
on the fact that their fitter, LCpl. Hindle, 
owns a Ferret and Scorpion arm oured 
vehicle and introduced them into an 
exercise to create some realistic stalking 
training while C Coy patrolled against the 
Machine Gun Platoon.
16 soldiers from C Coy visited Norm any 
alongside 60 veterans from the Essex 
Regiment who had fought at D Day and 
the battles that followed. Capt Phil 
Taylor and WO 2 Andy Cullen com ­
manded the escort to 4,000 veterans at 
Bayeaux and visited a num ber o f Essex 
Regiment battlefields including Essex 
Wood and Merville Battery (captured by 
9 PARA, who were originally  10th 
Battalion The Essex Regiment). T h e  sol­
diers were also treated to an im prom ptu 
party, thrown by the Mayor of the village 
they were passing through on the return 
journey, showing the degrees of gratitude 
still shown by the French people. O ur 
links with the past were also reaffirmed 
at the opening of the  Regim ental 
Museum at Duxford which officers and 
soldiers of the Battalion attended.

TO BELGIUM AND BEYOND!

P repara tion  for Belgium began in 
earnest at the end of April with a 
C O ’s exercise at STANTA. All Coys prac­

ticed  the quick attack (both by day and 
n ig h t) , defence and the advance to con­
ta c t. W ith beautiful weather, the 
B a tta lio n  was lifted forward by Wessex 
h e lic o p te r to attack Bridge Carr. During 
th e  following period of hasty defence the 
B a tta lio n  was probed by a vehicle borne 
enem y. However, after successful 
a ttem p ts  to pinpoint the enemy harbours 
by th e  Recce Platoon, the Coys moved 
fo rw ard  by helicopter in the dark to con­
d u c t separate night attacks. After a hasty 
re o rg , and little  time for sleep, the 
B a tta lion  advanced to contact at dawn to 
d e s tro y  a num ber of positions around 
T o tting to n  Village This proved an excit­
ing  clim ax to a strenuous weekend, with 
th e  Battalion enjoying a hearty breakfast 
b e fo re  returning to their base locations.
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July was dominated by the Battalion 
Skill at Arms Meeting held at Colchester. 
Good weather ensured good results with 
many soldiers also passing their APWT. 
Individual winners in the various compe­
titions were: Sgt M acLoughlin (APW T 
Rifle Champion). Pte L ittlechild (APWT 
LSW Champion, LSW M atch and 
Champion LSW), M aj Fradley (Roupell 
Match), SSgt Hopper (Champion Rifle) 
and Pte Wade (Best Female Rifle Shot). 
Overall winners were C(Essex) Coy. T he 
long Summer Saturday nights allowed 
the Battalion a chance to hold a barbecue 
and “smoker”, entertained by skits and 
jokes from all the Coys. T he Recce 
Platoon also assisted in 3 AAC’s Escape 
and Evasion Exercise “PA N TH ERS 
PATROL’ as the hunter force (see sepa­
rate article).

August saw the preparation for camp step 
up a pace with European D riving 
Training, a CPX and the start ot many 
cadres to be held in Belgium. On the 
weekend of 10-11 A ugust, all the 
Battalion’s drivers and commanders trav­
elled to Chilwell, N ottingham ,to practice 
the European Driving Circuit. T his was 
essential in order to rehearse the move­
ment of our fleet o f vehicles across 
Belgium and Holland (as many of our 
soldiers had not driven on the Continent 
before). The training Major, Major Roger 
Shelmerdine-Hare, devised a CPX to 
thoroughly test the Battalion’s Command 
Control and Communications system, to 
iron out the creases before the forthcom-

Ma/ Fradley, OC A Coy 'I'm a little teapot short and 
handle’ ... .

ing FTX in Belgium. With all 
Command Posts deployed, a 
series of testing  scenarios 
ensured that all commanders 
completed mental gymnastics 
to overcome them. 
Nevertheless, after 36 hours of 
“battle” it was felt that valu­
able lessons had been learnt 
and the necessary operational 
cohesion established.
CSgt Tilley, the D Coy PSI, 
led the “Cambridgeshires” in 
a demanding patrolling exer­
cise where the Coys’ potential 
JNCOs were practiced in 
minor tactics and orders in 
preparation for their cadre to 
be run at camp. A combina­
tion of the hot weather and 
the punishing programme 
ensured that all ranks were 
exhausted, but filled with a 
sense of achievement by the 
end of the weekend.
The main event of September 
was annual camp which is 
covered elsewhere. On the Battalion’s 
return to East Anglia the responsibility 
for training fell firmly on the shoulders 
of the Platoon Commanders. October 
was filled with expeditions to Wales and 
the other wild parts of Britain to allow 
some adventure training organised by 
the subalterns. HQ Coy ventured South 
of the M2 5 to Pippingford Park for a 
weekend o f training in the Ashdown 

Forest. After the Ardennes 
stout, here's my experience of Belgium the 

Recce and Sigs Platoons of the 
Battalion reinforced the valu­
able lessons learnt on camp in a 
skills based weekend.

j. Recruiting over the past six 
m onths has been the 
B attalion’s main effort. All 
Coys have worked hard to 
increase their profile within 
their comm unities and have 
been rewarded with a constant 
stream  of recruits through 
their doors. Tried and tested 
tactics such as open days and 
evenings at the various TA 
Centres have been augmented 
by special events. Abseiling 
down buildings in busy town 
cen tres, presentations to 
schools and charity functions 
have led to 150 soldiers being 
enrolled in the Battalion since 
April this year. As a result, the 
Battalion now stands at 90% of 
its establishment.

Training Ma/oi May Shelmerdine-Hare

The Training Platoon, under the com­
mand of Maj David Winn, has ensured 
the standard of recruits has remained 
high, too. TA Recruit Training is normal­
ly run centrally at Catterick but the 
Battalion received special dispensation to 
hold a Combat Infantryman’s Course over 
Annual Camp. The efficiency of the 
Training Platoon surpassed itself in 
Belgium with over 90 recruits attending 
the course after the preparatory weekends 
in England. Their programme put the 
recruits through their paces with a course 
which was reputed to have been harder 
and better than Catterick has to offer.

Lt M cC u llough
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Pte Wade, winner ot the Best Female Shot, Battalion SAAMA Coy runners up at the Battalion SAAM, July 96

Pte Cousins receives a prize from the CO's wife, Battalion SAAM Sgt Rushmere sings Karaoke, Battalion SAAM

C( Essex) Coy, in France for the D Day celebrations, chat up the local talent C (Chippendale) Coy relax in France
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The other feature of the past six months 
has been the strengthening of our bonds 
with I R ANGLIAN. 6th Battalion sol­
diers have enjoyed the opportunity to 
work with the Vikings a number of 
times. A (Norfolk) Coy sent 11 soldiers 
on Exercise WELSH WARRIOR in 
Sennybridge in May, while the 
“Cambridgeshires” were assisted in a 
parade through Ely in May by the Corps 
of Drums of the 1st Battalion. Members 
of the Milan and Mortar Platoons have 
visited Norwich to give a presentation on 
their weapons while HQ (Suffolk) Coy 
have provided soldiers and A Coy one 
soldier on S Type engagements to the 
Vikings for their forthcoming Belfast 
tour. We wish Ptes Lindsey, Carter, 
Browne and Shropshire all the best and 
our sister Battalion a good tour and a safe 
return. D Coy have also matched the 
might of their affiliated Coy in some 
heated rioting at Longmoor Village. The 
“Fen Tigers” gave the Vikings a good run 
for their money and had an insight into 
N1 training when they played civpop 
early in October. It is hoped that the 
links will be furthered on their return 
from Belfast.
On the sporting side, Maj Roger 
Shelmerdine-Hare, Training Major, and 
W02 Callaghan, SPSI,led the Battalion 
team to 3rd place in the 2 Div 
Orienteering League. Maj Shelmerdine- 
Hare came 2nd in the overall league and 
first in the 35-40 years age category while 
W02 Callaghan achieved sixth place.
On the social side the officers held their 

Summer Ball at RAF Honington in June 
and were entertained by both the Royal 
Anglian Regiment TA Band and the 
Battalion’s Corps of Drums. The Sgts’ 
Mess held their function later on in the

month at the Ipswich Moat House Hotel 
while A Coy celebrated the marriage of 
Sgt Hipperson with the reception being 
held in the TA Centre at Norwich.
The past six months have seen a numher 
of changes in the Battalion. Maj “Stan” 
Bullock, after endless dining out parties, 
retired in style after throwing his own 
party at the TA Centre in Bury St 
Edmunds. The evening was compered by 
RQMS Tunstill who had arranged an 
Elvis impersonator to entertain he many 
people who came to say “good ye”. The 
Battalion wishes Stan and Jenny a very 
happy and long retirement. Maj Doug Coe 
has replaced Maj Bullock as QM but after 
onlv five months he has retired. 
Neverthless, he has not left the Battalion 
as he has taken up the position of PS AO of 
HQ Coy in Bury St Edmunds. We hope he 
enjoys himself in his TA service. C (Essex) 
Coy also said “goodbye” to their long serv­
ing PSAO, Capt David Spalding, who 
retired after nearly 41 years in the Army 
and 8 years at Chelmsford. We wish him 
all the best and a peaceful retirement. Sgt 
de Bretton-Gordon returned to the 
Vikings in July and was replaced by Sgt 
Wilkins as the MG Platoon PSI. We wish 
DBG the best of luck in the future while 
Sgt Wilkins has had his “baptism” of fire 
at Camp and is now firmly settled in. Sgt 
“Skelly” Skelton returned to the Vikings 
in May. The Battalion thanks him for all 
his hard work as Recce Platoon PSI.
A number of officers and soldiers have 
also left the tranquility of East Anglia 
behind to complete tours with the 
Regular Army. Maj John Davidson, ex 
OC D Coy, has been working hard as S02  
G3 Ops HQ ARRC in Sarajevo but man­
aged to return home for the birth of his 
baby daughter, Kirsty Louise. He has

The Cambridgeshires: D Coy

_  ........... I , . . - , ,  J L  -  ... -

Capt Watson and LCpl Porter, French Commano Raid 
Competition, Ulle.
now volunteered for another tour in the 
FRY. Capt Peter Chilvers has been sun­
bathing hard at HQ COMMZ (FWD) in 
Split but, nevertheless, has visited most 
units in Bosnia on attachment. Lts 
Lincoln, Moran and Gothard have joined 
2RRF, 2 R ANGLIAN and 9 R IRISH 
respectively on SSVC attachments, while 
Cpl Hodgson, Ptes Davidson, Chatfield 
and Scott have joined the Permanent 
Staff at BATUS. Pte Scott, on his return 
trom Canada, has re-enlisted to go to 
Bosnia as a LGV driver. We wish him all 
the best.
In summary, Summer and Autumn of
1996 have been extremely busy but 
remarkably successful. After probably the 
most complex camp in its history and an 
increase in recruiting, the 6th Battalion is 
revitalised and ready for the 2 Div  
Concentration in 1997. With recruiting 
battles won but the war not yet over, 6 R 
ANGLIAN now looks forward to achiev­
ing its aim of 100% strength by April
1997.

before the Ely Parade with 1st Battalion Corps ol Drums

39



6th Battalion

6th Battalion On Tour...Belgium 1996

To make 1996 (6 R ANGLlAN’s 25 th 
Anniversary year) really memorable, 
the Battalion was nominated a place on 

Ex “ORIENT EXPRESS”. This little 
known TA exercise allowed the Battalion 
its first OTX and was based in Arlon, a 
small town in the Ardennes near the 
Luxembourg border in Belgium.
After much preparation by all depart­
ments the advance parties began deploy­
ing the week before the main body to 
take over the accommodation from the 
Belgian Army. Stormy crossings ensured 
that the G4 and G3 Advance Parties’ sea- 
legs were truly tested and they were all 
extremely glad to see the Hook of 
Holland; however, the main body had no 
problems at all. Early on Saturday 14 
September the Battalion was mobilised 
from across East Anglia and converged at 
the Port of Harwich. W ith over 50 green 
vehicles, 8 coaches and 350 soldiers it 
was an impressive sight as the Battalion 
was loaded onto the ferry under the con­
trol of the Adjt, Capt Bailey. Once 
aboard, the troops streamed into the 
ship’s lounge to receive a discipline brief­
ing from the RSM. This caused much 
amusement to the civilians travelling 
along with us and made WO I Duncan an 
instant star. Nevertheless, he was soon to 
be upstaged by the main entertainment, 
the ship’s cabaret. Three dancing girls 
and a very attractive singer kept the offi­
cers and men captivated and extremely 
amused for the 8 hour crossing and many 
were sad to leave.
The journey from the Hook of Holland 
to Arlon was a feat of endurance in itself. 
Whereas the coaches sped down the 
motorways unrestricted, the green vehi­
cles were escorted by the Dutch and 
Belgian RMP through the Low 
Countries and down through the 
Ardennes. As a result there were many 
tired eyes as the convoys arrived early on
Live Firing Section Attack

the Sunday morning but good drills 
ensured that we remained in order right 
until the end.
On arrival it was obvious that the camp 
was a little “ rough and ready”, but in the 
true indomitable style of the British sol­
dier jokes about the formation of an 
escape committee and the Belgians who 
we shared the camp with soon began to 
flow. As the day dawned, the programme 
kicked off with a "Welcome to Arlon” 
brief by the CO to all the Battalion and 
its 70 attachments (we were joined by sol­
diers from units as diverse as 207 Fd 
Hospital, CUOTC, 658 AAC, PC Dets, 
CVHQ, Chefs, 3 W FR and many more). 
All Coys and specialist platoons then 
began the first week’s package: a rotation 
through ranges, dry training on the 
extensive Belgian farmland and forest 
which surrounded the camp and R and 
R. The arcs on the ranges were restrictive 
but nevertheless the Training Major (Maj 
Roger Shelmerdine-Hare) and SPSI (WO
2 Callaghan) ensured that Coy packages

were imaginative and exciting without 
putting any additional holes in the 
locals! All Coys completed grenade 
throwing, section attacks, 94mm shoots, 
platoon in defence and night firing  and 
enjoyed a locating the enemy dem onstra­
tion. Molotov cocktail throwing and  tank 
familiarisation training (consisting of a 
Leopard I tank driving over our soldiers 
while they lay in trenches) in the Belgian 
FIBUA complex proved very popular. 
Even the Bde Comd, Brigadier Wilson, 
had a go during his visit!

Dry training gave the Coys a chance to 
practice both their field d rills  and 
FIBUA in preparation for the F T X . The 
“ real” countryside was a refreshing  
change to the soldiers. But it was not 
without its hazards. The deer shooting 
season did keep all ranks on the ir toes as 
hunters with high velocity rifles 
appeared out of the woods that we too 
were exercising in. N evertheless, the 
Battalion had no accidents and  locals 
were very friendly, except for a farmer

The Training Area, who said you can't see the wood for the trees'1

A (Norfolk) Coy ’s homing instinct ensured they were the first to find Belgium s 
only turnip held
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Molotov cocktail range

Lt Hadaway, OC Assault Pioneers; "Ok, I won 't ask you again, who set fire to the 
tank?"

D Coy enjoy a hearty 'Bastognian'  breakfast final exercise

C Coy Advance to Contact through a Belgian village

WO 2 Martin and Sgt Aimstrong on their way to recce the local cafes at camp.

f t  . v -  -  “  ‘
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After a lew soldiers were treated to the RSM s imaginative punishments, the 
Battalion had no more disciplinary problems at annual camp.
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Camp 96

C/C Cadre- Recruits zeroing with the Belgian Automatic Registering System CSM Sweeny Todd" Cullen scalps C Sgt Deriyer

LCpl Feaks instructing on the range

WO I Duncan in a rare quiet moment

LI Col Gill, CO SSgt Bissett and ROMS Debenham
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who chased OC Recce Platoon with his 
shotgun. However, as Capt Watson is a 
fluent French and Flem ish speaker, the 
situation was soon defused.
R and R gave the TA soldier a chance to 
pursue his other passion: Beer. Coy and 
Platoon days out were run to USAF bases 
in Germany, Luxembourg, Bastogne and 
Brussels and allowed all to sample the 
rocket fuel thinly disguished as lager that 
the Belgians drink. Nevertheless, the fact 
that Belgium has proved the crossroads 
for most armies in most wars for the past 
three centuries allowed some interesting 
battlefield (bottle-filled) tours. A Coy 
went to Verdun over the border in 
France, C Coy visited Bastogne to see the 
Battle of the Bulge M useum and D Coy 
visited Mons and Waterloo (an Essex and 
Cambridgeshire Regim ent Battle 
Honour).
With the first week’s cycle completed, the 
Battalion began to prepare for the FTX. 
Written by the CO, L t Col Gill, and the 
guest Ops Officer, Capt Clive Trott (OC 
2CTT), the scenario was as follows: the 
area around Arlon had been invaded by 
Bastognians, a state to the North; the 
British Army tasked 6 R ANGLIAN, who 
were training in the area, to withdraw to 
the safety of the Belgium border, but then 
(with the backing of the UN) committed 
them to intervene to clear the Bastognians 
out of the area.
As a result, the Battalion “evacuated” 
Camp Bastin on M onday evening and in 
convoy drove the 20 miles to the West. In 
the early hours we received orders to 
attack back into the  area. Dawn on 
Tuesday saw an advance to contact across 
the farmland in pouring rain. The misty 
morning ensured that locating the enemy 
was difficult and the sound of battle soon 
rang through the small hamlets and vil­
lages. Nevertheless, by the evening the 
Battalion had cleared its objectives and 
were harboured in a large expanse of 
woodland. .
After a swing in axis, and a helicopter 
insertion, further assaults were also suc­
cessful and the Battalion began its infil­
tration phase. Junior NCO map reading 
was tested considerably as small teams 
worked their way through the woodland 
to Coy and then the Battalion RV. The 
enemy had obligingly withdrawn to the 
FIBUA complex to allow the Recce 
Platoon to identify the best routes for 
attack. As a result after early morning 
orders on the Thursday the Battalion 
advanced under the cover of the snipers 
and MG Platoon firebases. Both Coys 
assaulted through a First World War

style trench system and then leap­
frogged through the village. 
Nevertheless, “ the Bastognians” (D Coy 
in disguise) put up a valiant fight and 
ensured that neither A nor C Coy had an 
easy time of it.

Post-ex adm in was prolonged by the 
packing up of the camp. Many soldiers 
worked long into the night to ensure that 
the Battalion provided the Belgians with 
the hallmark of the British Army - an 
exemplary handover. The Belgians were 
not disappointed. Despite heavy road­
works on the return journey, all the 
Battalion made it back through Belgium 
(just) and set sail for home on the Ostend 
to Ramsgate ferry on the Friday evening. 
With a great sigh of relief, the Adjutant, 
OC Movements for the exercise), waved 
the last vehicles through the Dartford 
Tunnel at 0500 hrs on the Saturday 
morning!

The Lowestoft Mafia: LCpIs Pollard, Palmer and Antill

Looking back, camp was a great success. 
Over 90 soldiers completed their CIC 
(Recruit Training), 4 soldiers passed 
the ir PNCO Cadre and the Sigs PI 
Regimental Signallers Course has 
ensured that the Battalion’s comms are 
now much sharper. The support from 
658 AAC allowed all the members of the 
Battalion to have at least one ride in a 
Gazelle and some extensive tactical train­
ing too. All visitors, ranging from the 
Brigade and Deputy Commander of 49 
(E) Bde, Chairman and Deputy Secretary 
o f TAVRA and the Belgians , who have 
seen many British TA units, were 
extremely impressed by our training and 
even the CO seemed pleased! Finally, 
most wives and girlfriends have been 
treated to a box of Belgian chocolates 
which kept them happy too. The 6th 
Battalion now looks forward to its next 
OTX but we hope we don’t have to wait 
another 25 years!

Assault Pioneer Platon lecture on demolitions
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A 6 R Anglian in Bosnia
Capt Pete Chilvers writes:

The Dayton Peace Agreement that 
brought the bitter civil war in Bosnia 
to an end saw the deployment of a NATO 

led peacekeeping force. For the first time 
in its history NATO has been used opera­
tionally. T he Peace Implementation 
Force, or IFOR as it is abbreviated, num­
bers approximately 55,000 and is based on 
the ARRC (AFCENT Rapid Reaction 
Corps), an organisation that has largely 
existed only on paper in the past. It has, 
though, to everyone’s great pleasure and 
pride,worked extremely well. No one 
knew what the reaction of the Former 
Warring Factions (FWF) would be to the 
agreement signed in their names or the 
new soldiers that came to implement it. 
The UN had over the years lost virtually 
all credibility and although hoping for the 
best we planned for the worst. In went 
Challenger, Abrams, MLRS, Apache and, 
of course, ...the TA.
On a wet day in April 500 of us turned up 
at Catterick for mobilisation. No one 
knew what to expect, and as we went 
through the endless briefings, refresher 
training and, yes, documentation, and 
more documentation, the air of subdued 
excitement was felt by all. We eagerly 
tried to find out where we were to be 
posted and what the latest situation in 
theatre was.
After four days that saw our numbers 
reduced slightly by medical and docu­
mentation screening we were sent down 
to Salisbury Plain and the tender care of 
the UN Training Advisory Team 
(UNTAT). Here we received more 
refresher training together with lectures, 
range practices and a field training pack­

age that reflected inci- 
dents that had and v 
were occurring on the 
ground. A pleasant S- 
surprise, W 02
Callaghan, our SPSI, 
came down to help out 
with the UNTAT team 
and I know he would 
have dearly loved to 
have gone with us.
Then, finally, after two 
weeks of preparation, 
smartly turned out in | 
our newly issued 
Combat 95, we were 
given five hours leave. Just enough time 
for a few goodbyes and the opportunity 
to purchase those last goodies from 
Salisbury city centre before being moved 
down to South Cerney, the gateway to 
who knew what.
For me, it meant an initial deployment to 
HQ ARRC Communication Zone 
Forward as a G2/G3 watchkeeper in 
Split, Croatia. Between hours spent in 
the Ops Room slaving over the computer 
or straining my ears listening to a 
Portuguese, Hungarian or Czech soldier 
on the Ptarmigan, I got myself away on 
Infantry attachments with the QLR in 
Gornji Vakuf and Vitez. Latterly I have 
been moved as a Liaison Officer for the 
new Support HQ based in Sarajevo. I was 
very pleased to work in Central Bosnia, 
especially the Vrbas and Lasva valleys, 
which I know is an area of great interest 
to those who served with 2 R Anglian on 
Op Grapple. The situation there is still 
tense, however the barriers and check 
points are all down. The Croat Defence 
Council (HVO) are all in barracks but 
keep one of their best brigades stationed 
locally. Both sides rely on and trust 
IFOR with their security but there are 
still a number of small incidents that 
show the underlying and continuing 
mistrust towards each other. On a posi­
tive note, though, many people are fed up 
with war and hopefully this peace will 
give those voices of reason a firm plat­
form. One young ex-VRS soldier, whose 
father who had been an officer in the 
Bosnian Serb Army, told me he refused 
to be dragged back into the middle ages 
by the more militant and ignorant 
among the population. I was also able to 
make contact with Mirela and some of 
the other interpreters who remembered 2 
R Anglian well.
The tasks for the Infantry fall into a rou­
tine of framework patrolling, backed up

Capt Chilvers receives his IFOR medal from his German CO

with robust rules of engagement which 
give the force a meaningful presence on 
the ground and provides the locals of all 
factions with an overall feeling o f securi­
ty. In addition there is the ongoing 
reconnaissance of polling station sites for 
recent and continuing elections and a 
regular programme o f weapon site 
inspections.
One of the satisfying aspects o f being in 
IFOR is that we do have ‘teeth’. The UN 
became so discredited over the years that 
some credibility establishm ent was 
reguired early on in the deployment. For 
example the police must not have more 
than two people on a check point, no 
long barrelled weapons are to be carried 
and there is a limit on the calibre of 
weapons that can be held at designated 
sites. These limitations are enforced and 
check points have been forcibly dis­
persed with weapons confiscated. In one 
not untypical incident experienced by 
the QLR, a group of police in Bugojno 
were conducting a checkpoint with AK 
47s directly outside their station. When 
told to disperse and hand over the 
weapons they refused to part with them. 
The Corporal concerned pulled his 
armoured vehicle up outside the doors of 
the station, made the main weapon sys­
tem ready and dismounted. He then 
ordered the unrepentant policemen to 
comply, while impressing his will, face to 
face, with the aid of his personal 
weapon... The rifles were handed over, 
along with everything else owned.
One of several cantonment inspections I 
carried out took place in Prozor. We as 
IFOR carry out periodic checks on 
equipment to ensure that the FWF do 
not have anything they shouldn't, e.g. 
anti aircraft weapons over a certain cali­
bre, and to keep track of what they do 
have and identify if and where it moves. 
My inspection was of a Croat ‘HomeCapt Chilvers
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Defence Bn HQ’ and they had about
100,000 rounds o f various am munition 
and 600 small arms o f various types and 
calibres. I also found an old Bren gun, 
two Barret 14.5mm sniper rifles and a 
20mm sniper rifle. There was also a flame 
thrower and a couple of home made clay­
more type mines each about the size of a 
television. Finally they opened a large 
box that contained ‘grenades various’. 
They were all there, fragm entation, 
smoke and white phosphorous, all stored 
with their fuses in, an am m unition stor­
age nightmare. T he list was extensive: 
RPGs, Mortars, 60mm, 81mm and 120 
mm, a Multi barrelled rocket launcher.... 
There was also a peculiar home made 
device they called a “Napalm Bombi.” 
When I asked exactly what this was, 
although I could make a pretty good 
guess, they just smiled and said it was for 
killing people, of course, what else?
The big threat out here is mines, and we 
are constantly rem inded of their ever 
present threat. Even as recently as 
September two were found in the scrub

brush just outside the HQ building of 
Divisional Rear, Split, inside a camp 
shared with the Croatian Army. W ith an 
estimated 6,000,000 in the ground they 
will be a problem for a long time to come. 
In many cases the locals are reluctant to 
see them lifted because they provide an 
impediment to returnees of opposing fac­
tions who do not know where they are.
‘Peace’ has returned  to Form er 
Yugoslavia, but it is characterised more 
as an absence of war rather than a lasting 
state of harm ony and coexistence. As 
IFO R ends its mission, plans are being 
drawn up for the Follow on Force and its 
size and mission. Troops will unfortu­
nately be required in this part of the 
world for a long time to come if the roots 
of peace that have been planted are to be 
allowed to grow, and the TA will be a 
continuing feature of any such force.
The TA reached a peak of 1300 in theatre. 
I know because a friend of mine does the 
personnel statistics for the ARRC. This 
represented about 12% of the entire UK 
contingent. It is true to say, and has been

Capt Chilvers at the Subalterns' House, Vitez - the 
2 R ANGLIAN mural is stilt there!

acknowledged, that the Regular Army 
could not have carried out this operation 
without the TA. Everywhere I went in 
Croatia and Bosnia I constantly came 
across and worked with other 
Territorials, soldiers who were working 
in every arm and corps that deployed and 
doing an invaluable job. To anyone 
thinking of volunteering I would say that 
it is a very fulfilling experience, doing a 
job that you train for, and getting an 
opportunity to do it for real.

The Panthers were tamed
Sgt Armstrong writes:

On 18-19 July, 16 men from the Recce 
Platoon provided the hunter force for 
3 Regiment Army Air Corps’ escape and 

evasion exercise called “PANTHERS 
PATROL”. Led by Sgts Armstrong and 
Marlin, the exercise started with coopera­
tion from the Battalion MTWO, W 02 
Firth, in clearing the helipad of vehicles 
prior to the collection of the team by heli­
copters from W attisham. The locals 
around the TA Centre were extremely 
impressed as three Lynx swooped down to 
transport the force to the exercise area. 
The platoon was dropped off at a very hot 
and deserted RAF Woodbridge thinking 
they were the ones being hunted, then 
racing through the heat haze a rover 
appeared and the umpires briefed us on 
our mission.

After receiving our tasks, the Platoon in i­
tially played locals and agents to give 
information to the “crashed aircrew”. 
T he most distinctive memory of this 
phase was L Cpl Evans-Hendrick sitting 
by the bank of a river, sunbathing in his 
Bermuda shorts and Raybands. He cer­
tainly received a num ber of strange looks 
from the pilots and navigators as they 
wondered whether to establish contact or 
not.
Then it was down to the business of cap­
turing the air crew. Clearance patrols 
were put out on Rendlesham H eath 
where the teams bagged quite a few of the 
unfortunate runners. These were then 
processed through the system for a good 
soaking with a fire hose and then some

intensive questioning by an RAF 
Interrogator. As the light dropped, OPs 
were established and the force lay in wait 
to ambush some more runners. One 
unfortunate airman attempted to run 
from L Cpl Faulkes after he had been 
challenged. Cunningly, Sgt Armstrong 
shouted “Set the dog off, he’s running 
towards you” to an imaginary dog han­
dler. The escaper took evasion action and 
ran to the right - straight into a 6 ft ditch! 
Foolish man.
The Platoon managed to get a couple of 
hours staggered and well earnt sleep 
before being tipped off that runners were 
hiding in a lay-by on a nearby road. 
These unlucky individuals were soon in 
our custody and were tied up and put

Lynx helicopter at the TA Centre, Bury Sf Edmunds. The Hunter Force - 6 R ANGLIAN Recce Platoon
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The Panthers were tamed cont.

through hell under the watchful eyes and direction of the umpires. All in all,the two days were a great success and very good fun. Many 
lessons were leamt with a lot of the Platoon observing for the first time the techniques of escape and evasion. After being on the hunter 
force, they also now know its better not to get caught.

The 25th Welsh 1000 Race
Capt Simon Watson writes:

It was an early start on I June with 
reveille at 0430 hrs followed by a mad 

rush to be first in the queue at breakfast. 
After breakfast we boarded the buses 
and were driven from Camp at Capel 
Curig to the start at Abergwyngregyn. 
The mountain Gods were on our side as 
a beautiful sunny but cool day was fore­
cast after the gales of the evening before. 
We comprised two teams: one entirely 
of Recce troops, the other a composite of 
two Signallers including the RSO, the 
Training Major and one lone Recce man.
On the bus the lads had taken immedi­
ately to try ing  to chat up the 
Northumbrian OTC girls team. God 
knows why, as after the race everyone 
would be too exhausted to do much 
other than collapse into a restful slum­
ber. We arrived at the start to have our 
kit checked and carry out final pit stops 
before the 6-9 hrs of misery which were 
to follow. T he sad jokes had already 
started by some who were slightly appre­
hensive or just trying to show off in 
front of the young lasses.
I then looked once more at my map and 
thought “Why on earth am I doing 
this”? Ten years previously I had sworn 
to myself never to do it again; just why 
was I here? T he race consists of 80% 
climbing and 20% downhill over the 
1000m peaks o f Canedd Llewelyn and 
Carnedd D atydd before dropping to 
300m and climbing again over the 750m

saddle between Y Foel Goch and Glyder 
Fach. The race then descends again to 
350m at Pen-u-Pass before climbing to 
Carnedd Ugain at 1065m. It is taken very 
seriously by some local Welsh units, the 
Paras and of the course the Gurkhas who 
find the mole hills we call massive mono­
liths very minor and rather amusing. 
The winners came in some time atter 5 
hrs 30 mins followed doggedly by our 
Training Major at 6 hrs. Very well done 
indeed! The full two teams’ timings are 
listed below. However, the point should 
be noted that some of us had a bad day, at 
least that is my excuse which I shall not 
be dissuaded from.
The most important thing was to finish 
and have as good a time as possible on 
the way by talking to and taking the 
Mickey out of as many different people 
as possible. The camaraderie is excellent, 
the jokes mostly cynical ranging from 
“Well this is as good a place as any to die” 
to “Just think about it,you only have 
30km more of this uphill climb to go”. 
At the end everyone agreed it was well
The scores were as follows:

6.50 - Cpl Langham
7.05 - Cpl Porter 
7.10 - Capt Harrison 
7.18 - Capt Watson
8.05 - Pte Shropshire 
8.45 - Pte Davy

worth doing even if our teams did not 
win any prizes and most of us suffered 
from stiff legs for a couple of days after­
wards. Many did not suffer too badly 
with our feet; the standard issue boot 
was not too unkind. However, all of us 
learnt that next year we would take less 
food and water, especially me who took 3 
litres (only to consume I litre since the 
hydrolyte which I bought to put it in was 
revolting).

Next year we will try to field three teams. 
However, this may not be possible since 
numbers may be reduced to save erosion 
to the hills. I shall definitely have another 
go.... I think.

Thanks must also go to Pte Cobbold who 
valiantly struggled up Snowdon with all 
our dry kit and flasks in his bergen 
which weighed in excess of 80 lbs.(It 
should be noted that he was aided by Pte 
Davy’s father at the top when he was too 
tired to take it off! !).

B Team 
Sigs B Team 
Recce A Team 
Recce A Team 
RSO B Team 
OC Recce A Team 
Recce A Team 
Recce B Team

Maj Shelmerdine-Hare 
Cpl Wall

6 hrs Trg Maj 
6.41

“A Rave from the grave, a blast from the past" - anyone recognise these 
6 R ANGLIAN hippies?DCoy Football Team
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The Tigers
Bayonets Fixed - Band Playing - Colours Flying
Art overseas experience in Gibraltar, a Freedom Parade in Leicester and A nnual Camp in Scotland shows the diversity o f activities 
in many parts o f the country and overseas that have kept the Tigers o f  the 7th Battalion busy these last 6 months.

Cpl Brecken and LCpI Marchant hard at work on Ex 
Marble Tor, Gibraltar

Having completed the Rock Run the 
Company was back up the Rock to refur­
bish Royal Anglian Way and erect signs 
at both ends. A day off in the middle pro­
vided soldiers with the opportunitv to go 
to Benalmadena in Spain or, more adven­
turously, a group led by L t Stavros 
Melides went to Algiers in Morocco. At 
the end of the exercise, with all the kit 
packed, the Company took on the 
G ibraltar Regiment at football only to be 
beaten 3-0 in a hard fought but friendly 
game.

Rock Race 20 May 1996 First ten runners £* Marble Tor 3 
Gibraltar 11-25 May 1996 

Pie Tony Moore A Coy 10th LCpI Ian Pnee HQ Coy 8th Pte Giles Cowley B 
Coy 6th, LCpI Chrrs Nuttycombe C Coy 9th Pte Bob Francis B Coy 2nd Cpl 
Peter Smith A Coy 3rd Pte jam # Thompson C Coy 7th Pit- Tony Moore A 
Coy 4th. Mai Petar Starcevic OC Coy 5th Syr Keith Got/entry C Coy 1st Sgt Webber Pte Tutty and Pte Derry refurbishing Royal Anglian Way

Ex MARBLE TOR

It wasn’t all m ilitary 
training during the two 
weeks. The Rock Race 
produced four good 25 
m inutes performances 
with Sgt Keith Gallentry 
winning closely followed 
by Pte Robert Francis 
and Cpl Peter Smith.

The central feature of May was 
Exercise Marble Tor during which 
94 members of the 7th Battalion 

deployed to Gibraltar for two weeks led 
by Major Petar Starcevic and adminis­
tered by his C (N ortham ptonshire) 
Company Headquarters. The Company 
flew from RAF Lynham in a C l30 to 
emerge 5 hours later into brilliant 
Gibraltar sunshine. Accommodation was 
at HMS Rooke with a spectacular view of 
The Rock and Morocco in the distance. 
The exercise was based around the core 
subjects of OBUA (Operating in Built 
up Areas) and Tunnel Warfare, which 
offered plenty of opportunity for chal­
lenging and demanding platoon level 
activities. Other activities included mili­
tary swimming and abseiling, OPs and 
bayonet practice. Strong inter platoon 
rivalry built up as the benefits of work­
ing as a full strength Company became 
apparent. The exercise finished with a

Abseiling during Ex Marble Tor, Gibraltar

three day FTX ranging across the Rock 
and practising all the skills learnt in the 
previous week.
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PTE DUANE LOCKWOOD
It is very sad to report the death of Pte Duane Lockwood following an unprovoked assault within four hours of arrival in Gibraltar. 

Pte Lockwood died of his injuries at the Royal Naval Hospital at Haslar on the 16th of May. He was buried with M ilitary Honours 
at Gilroes Cemetery, Leicester, on the 4th of June in a moving ceremony attended by over 150 relatives, friends and colleagues, many 
from the Battalion. Pte Lockwood was a member of the GPMG(SF) Platoon. As a way of remembering him the Battalion comm is­
sioned, through the contributions of all ranks, a silver statuette. This statuette depicts a GPMG gunner in marching order. T he piece 
will be awarded to a skilled Young Soldier at our Battalion Skill at Arms Meeting but will remain available for display at any func­
tion upon request.

Other Activities in May

For those not in Gibraltar during May training continued and Exercise Composite Tiger provided a good opportunity to keep the 
Headquarters under pressure. Our B (Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire) Company had already planned its escape and ran  a very suc­
cessful Bank Holiday excursion to the Lake District which included most of the expected disciplines.

Lt Pape’s and W 02 Ford’s hard work in gelling together the GPMG(SF) Platoon paid dividends when the results of M atch 83 were 
announced. A Bronze Medal from Match 83 is not a thing to be sneezed at. The contest has many vagaries and the thorough prepara­
tion of the GPMG(SF) Platoon gave them a well deserved reward. Their score placed them second in 2 Division and third  in UKLF.

City Honours its Regiment

The granting of The Freedom of 
Entry to the City of Leicester on 15 
June at the invitation of the Lord Mayor 

Culdipp Batty offered the Tigers and our 
sister Battalion the Poachers an occasion 
which allowed us to strengthen our links 
with one of our principal cities.

Although drill is definitely not what a 
TA soldier joins for, many rehearsals had 
to be done at the TA Centres prior to the 
big day. On the weekend prior to 15 June 
the Battalion came together along with 
Colour Parties from 2 and 7 R Anglian.
An early Sunday rehearsal was also 
sneaked in the Town Centre itself sur­
prising those still making their way 
home from the night before. It was not 
until the morning of 15 June that all four 
Guards from 2 and 7 R Anglian plus the 
Minden Band and Drums of 2 R Anglian 
would come together for a rehearsal for 
the Parade later that day.

The Lord Mayor inspects No3 Guard in front ol the Town Hall

15 June was a perfect sunny day with the 
Town crowded with Saturday shoppers. 
A large crowd formed to watch as the 
combined Guards of the Poachers, 
Tigers, M inden Band and 2 Royal 
Anglian Drums marched into the Town 
Hall Square. Accompanied by Major 
General Stone, the Lord Mayor and his 
party of Freeman, Provost, City Clerk 
and Town Crier entered the square after 
the Parade had formed.

Entry to the City of Leicester was then 
granted to the Regiment and a Freedom 
Scroll was presented to the Colonel of the 
Regiment.

cont

7 ft Anglian Colour Parly entering Town Hall Square, 
Leicester.

Following an inspection of the Guards 
the Lord Mayor thanked the Regiment 
for its association with the City and 
pledged to maintain the good links 
between City and Regiment. The Colonel 
of the Regiment returned his thanks and 
stressed the important place Leicester 
has in our Regiment’s history and future. 
Messages from The Colonel-in-Chief, 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother, and The Deputy Colonel- 
in-Chief, Her Royal Highness Princess 
Alice , were read out, again stressing the 
links with the City. The Freedom of

Colonel of the Regiment accepts the Freedom of 
Leicester from the Lord Mayor
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Lieutenant Colonel Prescott, Parade 
Commander, now stepped forward to ask 
permission to exercise the Regiment’s 
Freedom Right by marching through the 
City with Colours flying, bayonets fixed 
and Band playing. Permission duly grant­
ed, the parade set off through the busy 
City Centre. The reception from the local 
people was tremendous! The crowds part­
ed before the parade and vigorously 
applauded the troops as they marched by.

Although the event was widely publicised 
beforehand many were obviously pleas­
antly surprised to be confronted by 200 
soldiers m arching past Marks and 
Spencers on a Saturday morning.
At the end of the march there were 
Receptions laid on for all those taking 
part. Again the City of Leicester made us 
feel most welcome with excellent recep­
tions in the City Rooms and the Holy

Cross Church. The 800 pints of Tiger 
B itter supplied by Everards Brewery 
were gratefully received at the Soldiers 
Reception as was the Jazz Band that had 
been laid on. A Cocktail Party was held 
in the evening by 7 R Anglian to express 
ou r thanks to the Lord Mayor, his 
Councillors and team of Council employ­
ees who made it such a memorable day.

Not all Drill

It hasn’t all been drill for the Battalion 
and there have been several good 

training weekends. For Battalion and 
Company HQs a 49 ( East) Bde run CPX 
in July provided a good vehicle for estab­
lishing SOPs and integrating new mem­
bers into the HQs both at Battalion and 
Company level. The new Battalion Int 
Cell team did particularly well in all 
phases of the Battle and leamt a lot of 
lessons which will stand them in good 
stead over the next year.

As B Company were not involved in the 
Freedom Parade they took the opportu­
nity to organise a live firing weekend at 
Lydd and Hythe. Excellent weather pro­
vided a backdrop to two live firing 
ranges, the Attic and Tin City. Each team 
got several runs through each range and 
lessons learnt could be put into practice 
on subsequent runs. Night firing was also 
conducted and again valuable lessons 
were learnt particularly in the differences 
between priests and gunman at night, 
which wasn’t immediately apparent. The 
weekend was completed by the combined 
Officers’ and Sgts’ Mess team defeating 
the rest of the Company in a falling plate 
competition - highly suspicious!

Sgl Helen Bott relaxes after the rigours ol Ex Staunch Defender at STMT A

An opportunity for OBUA training arose 
in July when it was found that 24 Bde 
would not be using the STANTA OBUA 
village during the middle of their Ex 
Gryphon’s Clasp multi-national exer­
cise. With assistance from WOI Jones 
and I R Anglian providing a quick han­
dover/ takeover the Battalion was able to

deploy into the village for an excellent 
weekend’s training. A two Company 
attack supported with battle simulation 
was the culmination of an intense period 
o f instruction . All Companies and 
departm ents threw themselves into the 
exercise, although Lt M artin, the MTO, 
was too enthusiastic and broke his arm 
on the assault course!

Maj Starcevic OC C C o, briefs commanders during Ex Staunch Oeferxier at STANTA C Coy, battle prep tor Ex Staunch Defender at STANTA

49



Tigers

Ex TARTAN TIGER
With the Freedom Parade over the next 
big event in the Battalion Calendar was 
Annual Camp. This year it was to be a 
Cadre Camp in Barry Buddon, Scotland. 
Barry Buddon Camp proved to be an 
excellent facility with much potential for 
the future. Despite dire predictions 
about the weather it was for the most part 
hot and sunny providing good condi­
tions for all the cadres that the Battalion 
ran.
Each specialist platoon ran its own cadre 
with the Recce and SF platoons running 
their cadres from the seclusion of their 
own sub-unit locations. As well as much 
platoon bonding they accrued some valu­
able training that will stand them in 
good stead for the next training year. The 
Signals Patoon was possibly the most 
hard working platoon as they ran for the 
first time an internal Regimental Signals 
Cadre. Capt Howe was well supported by 
his NCOs and Sgt Smith their PSI but 
they had their work cut out to reach all 
the training objectives required by the 
course. The results speak for themselves 
as 16 out of 18 qualified as Regimental 
Signallers. As well as the course they also 
fitted in a day’s adventurous training and 
a well earned day off.
The Battalion Cadres that were run were 
a Commanders’ Cadre, Trained Soldier 
Cadre and Medical Cadre. All three 
cadres proved to be very useful. Each 
cadre served to teach new skills, reinforce 
old skills and generate interest in their 
respective areas.
The Trained Soldier Cadre aimed to con­
firm basic skills and then provide contin­
uation training. Instruction covered

areas such as advanced map reading, live 
firing of grenade and 51mm Mortar and 
arduous Battle Exercises. The 51 mm 
Mortar range run by CSgt Sackree was 
probably one of the most enjoyable events 
with many firing HE and smoke for the 
first time. The Automatic Marking 
System Range provided an excellent facil­
ity for zeroing and firing the APWT. It 
was the first time many, including 
Regular instructors, had seen the system 
in action. It saved time and ammunition 
allowing both coach and firer to have 
instant feedback on fall of shot.
The Medical Cadre swept up personnel 
from all Departments and Companies. In 
return for attentive study students learnt 
about anatomy, physiology, advanced life 
support, field duties and basic nursing 
skills. Major Isobell Frain, Battalion 
RMO, who ran the course, has put much 
work in at camp and previously to bring 
the RAP up to a high standard of medical

The Commanders Cadre, Annual Camp, Barry Buddon

care and tactical skill. These skills were 
all tested on the Final Exercise.
All three cadres came together for the 
Final Exercise that com bined recce 
patrols, hides, advance to contact and 
platoon attacks. Our attached German 
Reserve Officer from an A1 Battalion was 
a bit shocked by the amount of foot work 
involved in being in a light role 
Battalion!
The MT ran several important courses 
that will literally keep the Battalion on 
the road for the next year. Several sol­
diers passed HAZMAT, LGV and B Veh 
courses although training them for the 
latter may have put several years on the 
MTWO, W 02 Culshaw’s, life . It was 
only a lack of funding that prevented a 
hard working MT department from get­
ting more people through the courses.
Despite our distance from civilisation we 
received many visitors during our time at
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The McKinnons from Signals GPMG (SF) and REME 
on annual camp, a family holiday at Barry Buddon

Pie Pearl and Inends pose by a scale model ol Ben Nevis during Annual Camp at Barry Buddon

Pie Bellham kneels down to make his trench look deeper at Annual CampCSgt Sackree trams the Battalion s new Not an the 51mm Mortar Brigadier Wilson

U Alkmsor. iCpi Randan , t '\;  WPte Kerry y> RS G*Ore meet Ma Gen ta '-v  Hockley

Barry Buddon. GOC 2Div, Major General Farrar- 
Hockley, made a flying visit and left having seen a 
wide cross section of cadres and soldiers. Commander 
49 (East) Bde, Brigadier Wilson, made a longer visit 
that provided us with the opportunity to dine him out 
prior to his departure later this year. The visits of 
Brigadiers Stevenson and Browne of East Midlands 
TAVRA and Colonel Chissel, Dep Bde Comd, happily 
coincided with the Officers’ and Sgts’ Mess Dinner 
Night with 81 people sitting down to dinner. Our final 
visitor was Colonel Ostman, TA Col at HQ Infantry.
This year’s camp proved to be a great success. Over 
the two weeks 190 members of the Battalion attended 
courses. The majority of those attending camp also got 
away for a day’s adventurous training supported by 
160 AYT in the shape of Cpls Jones, Sibley and 
Johnson. Three Officers managed to pass JOTES 1 
exam with only 3 days notice when offered late vacan­
cies on the HQ Scotland exam. Lts Thurley and 
Flemmington and 2Lt Sommerville should be well 
pleased with their efforts. Many important qualifica­
tions were gained especially on the signals and MT 
side of life - we are now better equipped to communi­
cate and move ourselves. The Battalion is now well set 
to start the collective training year that will ultimate­
ly culminate in Exercise Eastern Harrier, the 2 Div 
Concentration.
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Tigers Tails
Our 25th Anniversary saw the successful 
launch of the Battalion Newsletter 
‘Tigers Tales’. The idea was conceived by 
SSgt Goodrich and then swiftly passed 
on to the acting Intelligence Officer, 
OCdt Hughes, to implement. The 
Newsletter provides an excellent forum 
three times a year for everyone to 
express their news, views and humour 
about their life in the Tigers. It is hoped 
that ‘Tigers Tales’ will continue to flour­
ish over the next 25 years.

Social Functions
It has not been all work and all Messes 
have held functions this year. The Sgts’ 
Mess Summer Ball took place in Stakis 
Hotel, Corby. Nearly 100 mess members 
and their wives and girlfriends attended 
a successful evening - even if the RSM 
had to grip the comedian. The Officers’ 
Mess Summer Ball followed one week 
later in Claire Street, Northampton. 
Organised by Capt Tony Amos and Capt 
Terry Hope it was a most enjoyable occa­
sion. Even an excellent band could not 
drag the old and bold away from the 
horse racing event. Sgt Nagra organised 
the first ever HQ Coy Cpls’ Mess Dinner 
the week before annual camp. A lot of 
effort on Sgt Nagra’s part ensured a good 
night was had by all . He now plans to 
extend the night to include all Coys.

B Coy Bravery
Particular mention should go to Sgt Saywell,B (Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire) Company, 
for his part in the disposal of a 5001b wartime bomb. As the Company was preparing 
to deploy for a weekend’s OBUA training a request for assistance came from local 
Police. A large wartime bomb had been discovered and a 4 tonner was required to 
move it. Sgt Saywell was the man who volunteered to drive the bomb very gingerly 
away from where it had been discovered.

Comings and Goings
As usual there have been several comings and goings in the Battalion over the last few 
months. W 02 Ibrahim has now returned to 2 R Anglian and was replaced by CSgt 
Keen. A Company have now lost CSgt Cooper back to 1 R Anglian and CSgt Odell has 
replaced him as SPSI.

Young Reserve Officers Workshop, Lillehammer
Capt Alex Wong writes:

The Reserve Forces Association is the 
British representative body in the 
Interallied Confederation of Reserve 

Officers (CIOR). This is an organisation 
of NATO countries that promotes inter­
allied cooperation. CIOR holds an 
Annual Congress which is hosted by a 
different NATO country each year. In 
1996 Norway hosted the Congress in the 
Olympic Town of Lillehammer. In addi­
tion to NATO countries South Africa 
and Finland were also invited to attend 
this year’s Congress. The Young Reserve 
Officers Workshop ( YROW) is a meet­
ing of junior officers to discuss topics 
relating to the role of young officers in 
their respective armed forces.
Initially, my feelings were mixed at the 
thought of trying for selection to attend 
the Congress. Naturally selection con­
jures up a picture of mentally and physi­

cally arduous tasks performed under the 
exacting scrutiny of Directing Staff, but 
the thought of an expenses paid trip to 
Norway was none the less appealing! 
Selection was to last one day and it 
included attendance at a D inner Night. 
Bonus! Also one of the selectors was my 
previous Commanding Officer, L t Col 
Colville. Double Bonus! And not a BFT 
in sight. Triple Bonus!

Out of the thirteen officers to be consid­
ered 6 were to be selected to go to 
Lillehammer. Selection is open to offi­
cers from all three services, however 
attendance is always low. This may be 
due to training commitments or a lack of 
publicity for the event. Training Majors 
should note that assistance with funding 
for travel and attendance is available 
from outside unit budgets.

W ith the odds on being selected near 
50/50, the coin landed on the right side 
for me and I was chosen as one of the six 
to go to Norway. The other five were 
from various arms and services and 
included one Naval Officer. No RAF offi­
cers attended selection; they probably 
had the wrong grid reference.
Up to our departure in August the RFA 
and the Norwegians sent a lot of infor­
mation about the British Reserve Forces 
and the Congress arrangements respec­
tively. Both were very well organised and 
timely so I felt very confident about the 
whole affair. We were also informed of 
the topic of discussion for YROW this 
year: The roll o f the reserve officer as an 
informer to the public . When this topic was 
expanded the YROW was to produce and 
present a paper to show how a young 
reserve officer can raise the perception o f the

In line with the rest of the TA 7 R Anglian has found itself providing more and more 
individuals to support the Regular Army. Currently we have 3 soldiers attached to I R 
Anglian and 2 serv- 
ing in BATUS. 11 ■ ■
\nMier-, .i r l a in v m -
ly serv ing  w ith  '' : I  / S t  ^
IF O R  inc lu d in g  H  |JJfj J B
our  Baiialimi .’1C, | M
Maj R o d  B u m s .  *£ 4 * *

h q  -i'
Capi Terry Dano:.  aK w I L *
Congratulations to 
2Lt W hitehouse 
and 2Lt Herbert on 
their recent com­
missioning at 
Sandhurst. WPte Todd celebrating Independence Day with Admiral Leighton Smith.

Commander IFOR
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Tigers

value of Reserve Forces within his civilian 
community and the media, the political arena 
and bcal commerce and industry.
The programme for the Congress was 
particularly full with each day taken up 
with lectures, symposiums, demonstra­
tions and working sessions. In the 
evenings we were invited to attend vari­
ous social events organised by our 
Norwegian hosts.
Following transfer from Oslo we were 
allocated accommodation at Norseter 
Camp, which is a Home Guard base 10 
kms north of Lillehammer. The accom­
modation was far bette r than most 
British training camps and looked as if it 
had been equipped by IKEA and 
Habitat.

When the YROW assembled it com­
prised of 45 officers from 13 nations 
including one South African officer and 
one Finnish officer. We were split into 3 
syndicates to debate our sub-topics. It 
was no surprise to find that the primary 
working language for discussions was 
English with the final report written in 
English and French.

The central lectures were all of a very 
high quality. A particularly interesting 
presentation described the Norwegian 
Armed Forces, 90% o f which is made up

Capt Alex Wong meets Norwegian EOD officer

of reservists. 80% of these reservists can 
be mobilised w ithin 3 hours. Impressive 
by any standards. The Norwegians also 
put on a firepower demonstration that 
overshadowed the Weapon Effects 
Dem onstration held at Warminster. The 
show started with two snipers and moved 
on to a full company sized mechanised 
attack with armour, artillery and air sup­
port. The ambience was enhanced by the 
proximity of many of the weapon plat­
forms, some of them actually moving and 
deploying through the spectator stands. 
Obviously, their safety distances (and 
indem nity cover) must differ from our 
own. In defence of the Warminster WED, 
it is rumoured that the total cost of the 
Norwegian dem onstration was in the 
order of several million pounds; based on 
the am ount of ordnance I saw expended, 
I would say that was a conservative esti­
mate. I doubt they could afford to repeat 
that several times a year.

Almost every evening the Congress dele­
gates attended a social function. Our 
hosts included the township o f 
L illeham m er and the Norwegian 
Defence M inister. The hospitality was 
sumptuous and by the end o f the week 
the stocks of beer were increased so that 
the bar was not drunk dry early on in the 
evening. As guests, we were not expected 
to pay over £6 per pint for our lager, 
phew!

By my description of the Congress you 
may think that the whole event was a 
‘jolly’, indeed I cannot deny I enjoyed 
every second of it. However, on a profes­
sional note, this was a unique opportuni­
ty to meet reserve officers from different 
nations of varying rank range to discuss 
common subject matters both in formal 
and social situations. It was interesting 
to hear about the role o f the reserve 
forces in other countries and to see how 
reservists are employed alongside their 
regular counterparts. In compiling our 
final report we gained a great insight 
into  the general organisation of other 
nations’ reserve forces and how highly, 
or not, they are regarded by their com­
m unity and their regular colleagues.
I would encourage all young reserve offi­
cers to find out more about the Reserve 
Forces Association as there are many 
opportunities for exchanges, visits and 
international competitions. Selection for 
next year’s YROW delegates to attend 
the Congress in Denmark is due to take 
place sometime at the start of 1997.
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Regimental Sport
Royal Anglian Regiment Cricket Club 1996
Lt Col Brian Davenport writes:

Two wins, four draws and four losses 
from the ten matches played shows a 
rather better return than the 1995 season. 

Weather and/or availability of players 
prevented the games against 
Uppingham, St Joseph’s College and the 
Light Infantry from taking place. The 
matches, regardless of the result, were, as 
always, very enjoyable, but perhaps the 
highlight was the 7 wicket win against 
Woodbridge School, featuring an open­
ing stand of 151 by Ward and Davenport. 
Of the four draws, the match against the 
Royal Hospital School was very much a 
‘winning draw’, but the other three were 
avoidance of defeat exercises - helped by 
rain in the Framlingham game.
Regimental players came from a number 
of sources - officers and soldiers, serving 
and retired, the occasional potential offi­
cer and assorted ‘guests’. Particular 
thanks are due to the 1st Battalion who 
provided a regular nucleus for teams. 
Individually there was consistent batting 
and bowling from Corporals Martin 
Wood and Paul Dufosee respectively, and 
useful input on occasion from Bartlett 
and Davenport. It was encouraging to see 
two young soldiers from the Vikings, 
Privates Pinner and Cloughton also per­
forming well and enthusiastically. 
Thanks are due to match managers for 
getting teams together, and to Major 
Andy Foster for acting as Treasurer this 
year.

CRICKET RESULTS 1996
9th June v Felsted School - LOST by 6 wkts 

The Regiment 92, Felsted School 92-4 (Dufosee 4-12)

16th June v Brentwood School - WON by 7 wkts 
Brentwood School 128-6 dec, The Regiment 129-3 (Ward 59*)

23rd June v Gresham’s School - DRAWN 
Gresham’s School 170-7 dec (Bartlett 4-38), The Regiment 90-8

28th June v St Edmunds College Ware - LOST 
St Edmunds College 195-6 (Lapham 4-56), The Regiment 101

1st July v Framlingham College - DRAWN (Rain)
The Regiment 92, Framlingham College 64-3

2nd July v Woodbridge School - WON by 7 wkts 
Woodbridge School 162-8 dec, The Regiment 163-3 (Ward 80*, Davenport 63)

3rd July v Royal Hospital School Holbrook - DRAWN 
The Regiment 157, Royal Hospital School 116-9 (Davenport 4-24)

23rd July v Perse Pelicans - DRAWN 
Perse Pelicans 179-6 dec (Dufosee 4-22), The Regiment 84-8

3rd August v Major General Thorne’s XI - LOST by 56 runs 
Major General Thorne’s XI 247-6 dec, The Regiment 191 (Davenport 64, Groom 53)

Looking forward to 1997, the fixture 
plan will be similar to previous seasons, 
but it is intended to play some addition­
al fixtures against club sides in East

Anglia, after the schools’ summer term has ended. The home venue for the Club will 
probably now be Oakington with the 1st Battalion (although Colchester will still be 
available). New players, of whatever standard, are always welcome (and needed) and 
should get in touch with the Secretary, Captain F J R Grounds, at the 1st Battalion.

Tennis
New Event

The Royal Anglian 
Regiment Tennis 

Tournament
A new match for schools affiliated to 
the Regiment will take place at 
Kimbolton School on 7-8 June 1997.

The Royal Anglian Regiment 
Golfing Society

Meetings for 1997 will be held as follows:
Spring Meeting Friday 18 April 1997 - Flempton Golf Club 

Summer Meeting Friday 20 June 1997 - Stowmarket Golf Club 

Autumn Meeting Friday 12 September 1997- Luffenham Heath Golf Club 

There will not be a meeting between Flempton Golf Club and the Society this year.
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The Regimental Museum

Before construction of the new Regimental Museum

The Museum’s Conception and its Construction
Lt Col Trevor Veitch writes:

When a Museum was first proposed 
some years ago' there were many 
who assumed that we were too young a 

Regiment to have anything worthwhile 
to present. However, all other Regiments 
in the British Army have their own 
Museum, though many are not up to date 
and do not cover recent amalgamations, 
and the history of the Regiment ended in 
the eight museums of the form er 
Regiments. Some <6 years of history of 
the Regiment was unrecorded. It was felt 
important that the displays in the exist­
ing former Regiments’ museums were 
completed with more recent history to 
show the continuous thread of the 
Regiment’s over 300 years history partic­
ularly for those visitors from the nine 
counties of East Anglia and the East 
Midlands from which it recruits.
Attempts were first made to find an exist­
ing Regimental Museum, all now in local 
authorities’ hands, to accommodate the 
Regiment’s growing collection. This was 
unsuccessful, but a visit by the author to 
Duxford resulted in a chance conversa­
tion with Mr Martin Boswell, Duxford’s 
Exhibitions Coordinator, spotted wear­
ing a Regimental tie as a past member of 
the 6th Battalion. He was enthusiastic 
about the possible use o f part of the Land 
Warfare Hall for the M useum and 
arranged negotiations with the Imperial 
War Museum. Those talks were to lead to 
a legal agreement between the Museum 
and the Regiment.
In the meantime the necessary funds had 
to be raised and, as the Project Officer, I

was tasked to find the £150,000 assessed 
costs and an additional £100,000 to sup­
port the Museum into the future. 
£270,000 was raised by mid-1995 from 
the Regiment past and present and from 
the public of the region and the project 
was able to proceed.

In accordance with the joint agreement 
the Imperial War Museum was to design 
and construct the M useum, the 
Regiment to provide the collection and 
contribute to joint editorial control. 
Duxford provided Mr Steve Wool ford in 
overall charge with M r David Fearon the 
project’s writer and Mr Martin Boswell 
responsible for display and coordination 
of construction. Design was placed with 
Mr Steven Ridgeway of Ridgeway 
Associates and construction with Mark 
Harris Scale Models. The Project Officer 
moved to Duxford in October 1995, pre­
fabrication of the cases, tableaux and fig­
ures began in November and by last 
Christmas the space below the viewing 
platform in the Land Warfare Hall began 
to change shape.

From the Regiment’s point of view, what 
would have been a nightmare nine 
months were greatly eased by the profes­
sional skills of the team that Duxford 
had put together for the project. All 
aspects were cleared with the designer, 
the bills and budget control were looked 
alter by Mr Steve Woolford, who some­
how squeezed out of a tight budget addi­
tional and larger cases, an additional

VDU, hum idity  controls and m uch, 
much more.
T he contractors were quick to accommo­
date these changes (necessary because the 
collection had largely not existed until a 
few m onths previously and exhibits were 
arriving daily) and a date for opening was 
set for 13 June.
T he end result for the Regiment is a high 
quality Museum, in a prestigious location 
in the centre of the Regimental area. It has 
already been visited by The Duke of Kent, 
Prince Khaled of Saudi Arabia and hun­
dreds of members of the Regiment and 
their families not to mention thousands of 
visitors to Duxford. The Museum has 
brought the Regiment daily into the pub­
lic eye at a time when, for reasons of secu­
rity and the burden of increased commit­
ments, its activities are less familiar to the 
public. T he Regiment is delighted with, 
and grateful to, the Imperial War Museum 
for its new Museum which successfully 
links with its previous 300 years history as 
well as giving a detailed and balanced pic­
ture of a modern infantry Regiment. The 
success o f the project resulted greatly 
from the com m ittm ent to it by the 
Duxford Exhibitions Staff and many 
Imperial War Museum departments in 
London and at Duxford for photographic, 
conservation and research support; the 
construction team. Sergeant Bob Boyd 
and the Regiment’s Museum Attendant 
M r George Boss, also made major contri­
butions.
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Museum

The Opening
Col Christopher Dale writes:

The Museum, in the Land Warfare 
Hall of the Imperial War Museum at 
Duxford, was opened by Mr Martin Bell 

OBE, the BBC War Correspondent, on 13 
June 1996. It was one of those days on 
which fortune smiled on The Royal 
Anglian Regiment; the weather was glori­
ous and, so far as is known, no adminis­
trative horror occurred. The Museum 
itself looked splendid despite a last 
minute rush to achieve completion.
Guests were divided into two groups: our 
sponsors,who had given generously to the 
appeal and made the construction of the 
museum possible, were given lunch in the 
Duxford Conference Centre Officers’ 
Mess. After lunch, with help from the 
police, this group in their convoy of some 
eighty cars then had to cross the busy 
A505 to get to the Land Warfare Hall.
The second group of guests had gone 
straight to the Land Warfare Hall where 
light refreshments were available. At 14.30 
the lunch party joined the others making 
a total audience of some 200 people.
At the lunch the Colonel of the Regiment 
took the opportunity of thanking all 
sponsors for their amazing generosity and

also members of the Imperial War 
Museum who had been so helpful with 
the conception, construction and comple­
tion of our Regimental Museum. He 
thanked particularly Lieutenant Colonel 
Veitch, the Project Officer and Appeal 
Director, for all his hard work.
The official opening itself consisted of an 
opening address by Field Marshal The 
Lord Bramall, Chairman of the Imperial 
War Museum Trustees. He welcomed The 
Royal Anglian Regiment to the Imperial 
War Museum, stating how right it was 
that The Royal Anglian Regiment should 
have found a site so central to its nine 
county recruiting area.
The Colonel of the Regiment, in his reply, 
thanked Field Marshal Bramall, saying 
how delighted he was that The Royal 
Anglian Regiment should have found so 
excellent a home. He went on to say how 
grateful he was to everybody who had had 
a hand with the appeal, with the construc­
tion of the museum (particularly Mr 
Martin Boswell and Mr Steven Ridgeway 
and M r David Harris the designer and 
constructor. The Colonel of the Regiment 
stated that the Regimental Museum was 
one in which we had every reason to be 
proud.

Because of the presence of the old Colours 
of the 2nd Battalion and the Memorial 
Book recording all those of the Regiment 
and the three East Anglian Regiments 
who had died in the course of duty, the 
Reverend Tom Hiney, our H onorary 
Chaplain, dedicated the Museum.
The Patron of the Appeal, General Sir 
John Akehurst, read the Regimental 
Collect.
M r Martin Bell then gave a short address 
before formerly opening the Museum. He 
said that Bosnia and the many other war 
sites that he has visited where British 
troops were in action had convinced him 
of the excellence of the British armed ser­
vices and the Army in particular. As an ex 
Corporal of the Suffolk Regim ent he 
commended the Museum to all ranks of 
The Royal Anglian Regiment and then 
pulled aside the curtains to reveal the 
plaque.
The Drums and Buglers o f the 1st 
Battalion then blew a fanfare and the vis­
itors moved down the steps from the 
walkway to visit the Regim ental 
Museum.

The Regimental Museum Appeal
The Trustees o f The Royal Anglian Regiment Museum acknowledge with grateful thanks the contributions made by members o f  
the public, the business community and The Regiment, both past and present, without which the museum could not have been built.
In particular they wish to make special mention o f the following:

Brentwood Borough Council The Charles S French Charitable Trust 
The Chetwode Samworth Charitable Trust The Earl Fitzwilliam Charitable Trust The Ford of Britain TrustThe Simon Gibson and the GC Gibson Charitable Trust Vauxhall Motors Ltd
Anglia Television 
Barclays Bank pic
British Aerospace Defence Ltd, Dynamics Division
British Gas Home Energy
Calor Gas Ltd
Charles Wells Ltd
City of Ely Council
Clarksteel Ltd
Colonel R G Wilkes CBE TD  DL Dunstable Town Council 
East Cambridgeshire District Council 
Essex and Suffolk Water pic 
GKN Defence Ltd 
Greene King pic 
Guardian Insurance pic 
Heckler and Koch (UK) Ltd
Holt’s Branch, Farnborough, The Royal Bank of Scotland 
J A Sharwood and Co Ltd 
Lord Belstead 
Munton and Fison pic

Normanton Knitwear Ltd
Pedigree Petfoods
RCI United Kingdom and Ireland
South Cambridgeshire District Council
Spicers Ltd
TeleAdapt Ltd
The Alliance and Leicester Building Society 
The Bernard Sunley Charitable Foundation 
The Everard Foundation
The Great Northern Railway Hotel, Peterborough 
The Leslie Mary Carter Charitable Trust 
The Lord Barnby’s Foundation 
Lord De Ramsey Family Charitable Trust 
The Major Simon W hitbread Charitable Trust 
The Pye Foundation
The Royal Leicestershire Regiment Association 
The Sandra Charitable Trust
The Territorial Auxiliary and Volunteer Reserve Association 
for East Anglia and the East Midlands 
The Worshipful Company of Poulters 
Varity Perkins
Whitbread in the Community
W hiting and Partners, Charters Accountants
Wilsons Hogg Robinson
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The construction...
Museum

Mr David Fearon, IWM, with Northern a  
Ireland display.

Lt Col Veitch advises on the Aden figures

Mr George Boss mounts badges o f rank. ►

Lt Col Veitch and Mr Martin Boswell, 
IWM, adjust exhibits. .▼

. - int t  /"

▲ Sgt Boyd and Cpl Large manufacturing display stands

Photographs IWM



Museum
The Opening...

Mr Martin Bell and 1st Battalion Drummers.

13 June 1996

The Museum is declared open.

The Uniforms display case.

Mr Bell talks to Maj Tim Smith MBE and Sgt AJ Rainey MC, both decorated in Bosnia. The Book of Remembrance listing those 56 members of the Regiment who have 
died whilst on duty since 1958.

Miss Susannah Veitch invites Maj Gen Jack Dye and Maj Randal Cross to sign 
the Visitors Book.

wmu

58



Museum

Some of the 17 uniform 
paintings specially  
com m isioned by the 
artist Alix Baker FRSA 
for the Museum.

Private, The 44th (East Essex) 
Salamanca 1812.

- *.
Regiment o f Foot, Private. The 44th (East Essex) Regiment o f Foot, 

Taku Forts 1860.

Lance Corporal, 1st Battalion The Royal Norfolk 
Regiment, NW Europe 1944 - 45.

Colour Sergeant, The 58th (Rutlandshire) 
Regiment, Ulundi 1879.

Private, The Cambridgeshire Volunteers, 
The Suffolk Regiment, South Africa c1900



Museum

Museum Organisation

The Museum is run  by the Regimental Secretary as Curator, assisted by the Attendant, Mr George Boss, ex Royal Leicestershire 
Regiment, 4th and 3rd Battalions. Mr Boss is available at Duxford daily on 01223 835000 and welcomes enquiries and visits from 
members of the public and the Regiment. The Regiment is indeed fortunate in having the benefits of Mr Boss s enorm ous enthusi­

asm and knowledge in this important position. Over the coming months he will have an office where research, including the  viewing 
of archives, photographs, slide and film, can be done. Responsibility for the Museum lies with the Trustees, who are:

Col K Woodrow (Chairman) 
Col N H Kelsey OBE T D  ADC 
L t Col F  A H Swallow OBE 
Maj W K Pool 
Mr Stephen Woolford, IWM

Brig C Groves 
Col ] P Macdonald 
Maj D J Thorogood 
Maj W H Reeve
Lt Col T D A  Veitch (Secretary and C urator)

Coliection
Material for the Museum is always sought, both to complete existing displays and to bring 
exhibits up to date. T he following have generously donated items since the last Castle:
Mr J Walker 
Major C Brock

Aden documents 
Aden FLOSY flag

Wanted
The following items are wanted:
Norway Arctic SLR sling, AM F(L) grey cap cold weather
Rhodesia Commonwealth M onitoring Force plaque
UN Blue UN Cravat
NI Early leg guards, earliest flak jacket (without plastic butt supports)

Acoutrements
Field M arshal’s rank badge
Large 3rd Bn badge for Aslt Pioneer Sgt’s apron
E ANGLIAN Regimental Association lapel badge
1 E ANGLIAN hose-top and flash
2 E ANGLIAN hose-top 
1st Bn hose-top flash 
2nd Bn hose-top flash 
4th Bn green hose-top
L t’s shoulder-titles - pale, embroidered R ANGLIAN, as used in Aden
Weapons
IWS, Wooden Butt for early L67A3 1.5 riot gun, Sniperscope for .303 sniper rifle
Plaques
1st City Regt and Regt de la Rey, S Africa 
Lincoln and Welland Regt, Canada

Postcards of 
Historic Uniforms

The uniformed figures illustrat­
ed on the previous page are part 
of a set of 16 postcards on sale from 

RHQ and the Museum, w ith pro­
ceeds going to the M useum . T he 
illustrations were painted by Alix 
Baker for the Museum’s fam ily tree 
wall and feature th e  Form er 
Regiments at im portant dates in 
their history. The originals are hung 
in RHQ. The cards, for m oun ting  as 
collectors items or for use as highly 
attractive postcards, are on sale as 
follows:
Sets of 16 cards £ 5.00
Singles 40p each (Plus post and
packing)
Museum 
Brochure
A brochure for the M useum is now 
ready, available at £2.50 from the 
Museum or RHQ. It is titled  
“History and Traditions o f T he 
Royal Anglian Regiment” and cov­
ers the Regimental family tree, cus­
toms, dress, ceremonial and  m uch 
more with illustrations based on 
Museum displays.

Test your knowledge of Regimental History
The following questions can all be answered by inquisitive visitors to the Regimental Museum.
1. Who was the last Regimental sportsman to represent his 
country?
2. How many tours has the Regiment done in Northern 
Ireland since 1970?
3. W hich part of the Regiment, although not then titled East 
or Royal Anglian, played a key part in the Borneo Campaign 
in 1963?
4. W hat num ber is inscribed on the base of the Essex 
Regiment’s Salamanca Eagle?
5. W hy is the Cambridgeshire Regiment sometimes, wrong­
ly, not shown as a predecessor Regiment?.

6. W hat was the Regiment’s key role in the independence o f 
Rhodesia?
7. Why is the mess table in the Museum covered by black 
cloth?
8. What major operational feat did the 1st Battalion carry out 
in 1964?
9. What is the origin of the black cloth backing to the 
Regimental beret cap badge?
10. What element of the Regiment, often dirty and late, w his­
tles en route daily between London and Norwich?
Should you need it, the answers can be found on page 84.
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Film Archives
Museum

Although Mr Boss holds a comprehensive library of Regimental film and videos, one important, and inexplicable, omission is good 
film of the Colours Presentation at Duxford on 29 April 1995. This is urgently sought along with any early Northern Ireland riot film. 
T he Museum’s film library includes the following subjects:
Royal Norfolk Regiment
T he Regiment in India 
Amalgamation 1959

Suffolk Regiment
NW Frontier 1939 
Cyprus 1958 
Amalgamation 1959

1st East Anglian Regiment
Berlin 1960
Colours Presentation 1962 
British Guiana 1962 
Freedom of Norwich 1963

1st Battalion
Tidworth 1974 
Beating Retreat 1974 
Freedom of King’s Lynn 1976 
300th Anniversary 1984 
NI 1985
Airmobility 1992 
Freedom of Brentwood 1993 
Bosnia 1995

2nd Battalion
Boxing 1981, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994 
Gulf 1991
Celle 1991, 1994, 1996 
NI 1986
Training for Bosnia 1994 
Bosnia 1994
3rd East Anglian Regiment
Malaya 1960
3rd Battalion
Re-badging 1964 
Berlin 1965 
Aden 1967 
UNFICYP 1969 
Exercise in Malaya 1970 
3 NI films
Freedom of Colchester 1992 
Final Parade 1992
7th Battalion
Formation 1971 
(and final parade
4th/5th Northamptonshire Regiment)

All
End of National Service,Depot 1961 
Colours Presentation 1974 
Depot Recruiting 1990 
Arms Cuts, General Thorne,1991 
Army Food 1992 
Colours Presentation 1995 
(poor quality)

Film can be viewed by arrangement at 
Duxford

Copies of any film may be purchased through 
RHQ. Anyone holding additional film and 
video is requested to please contact RHQ.

The assistance o f the Anglia TV  Library with 
research and provision of film is gratefully 
acknowledged.

Voluntary Attendants Urgently Sought
Serving and retired members of the Regiment with an interest in its history, customs, uniforms, and operations are sought as Voluntary 
A ttendants to relieve or to assist Mr Boss in the Museum. To date only 3 Trustees have assisted and as a result the Museum is often 
unm anned on one or two days in the week, or at weekends. Volunteers should please contact M r Boss or the Regimental Secretary.
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News from The Cadets
Lincolnshire ACF
Assistance to Game Fair

3Company cadets had a pleasant and busy weekend helping to run a Game Fair held in the extensive grounds of Grim sthorpe Castle 
near Bourne over the period 25 - 28 July 19 9 6 .

Grimsthorpe Park will not be unknown to television addicts as this is the location where the popular series M iddlemarch was made. 
Caution had to be taken in the heat of the day as there was a danger of heatstroke. Cold drinks were on hand at each location, provid­
ed by the organisation. Food to supplement haversack rations was also provided.
For three days the cadets helped the organisers in the day to day running of the Working Dogs Trials, operating radios to ensure the 
smooth running and rapid recording of scores. Senior cadets were in attendance at the National Rifle Association Air Rifle Range where 
they assisted members of the public in changing targets, loading weapons and range safety.
The Game Fair is organised by the Country Landowners Association. It is the largest country fair in the year and moves to a different 
location in Britain each year.
Assistance for the event was provided by Maj Mark Julian, Maj Ray Ogg, OC 3 Company and his cadets, the Public Relations Officer 
RSMI Sharpe and instructors of 3 Company.

Le Shuttle Ride to Vimy

When it was mooted that a ride on Le 
Shuttle was being considered dur­
ing annual camp an air of mystery 

descended on the minds of most as to 
how the apparent logistical problem of 
getting 350 cadets over (or under) the 
Channel would be achieved.
After some very long nights over equally 
long months, receding hair line and ever 
greying thatch, the Training Major, 
Major David Larder, achieved the near 
impossible and programmed each cadre 
to visit France. A task fraught with the 
problems of passports, travel permits, 
signatures of party leaders, nominal rolls 
of cadres, rehash of nominal rolls and 
clearance for the late nominations.
It was intended that apart from treading on 
foreign soil the cadets would enhance their 
knowledge of the area and the history of 
the involvement of the British forces 
during the two Great Wars.
An opportunity arose for the PRO to 
venture forth to foreign soil on the sec­
ond Sunday when the routine and itiner­
ary had by now become tried and tested 
by the coach drivers and their couriers in 
the guise of Major Ray Ogg and Captain 
Bob Carter.
Our driver was a cheerful rotund soul 
who introduced himself to the cadets as 
Dave and had soon established a rapport 
as he gave a guided tour along the route 
with non-stop explanation.
The magnitude of Le Shuttle was the 
first thing to behold with the apparent 
endless line of carriages and the incredi­

ble engineering feat of the tunnel that 
within a very short time would see us 
emerge in France.
Many were the gasps and comments from 
the cadets as the coach driver manoeu­
vred along the platform and, nearly going 
sideways, edged the coach onto the 
rolling stock and down what seemed a 
tunnel of metal carriages.
Arriving in Calais the coach headed for 
St. Omer for a short tour and the cadets 
to exercise aching limbs and backs, hav­
ing had a nap, before partaking of lunch 
at a picnic site en route to Vimy. Before 
alighting at St. Omer, and before the 
instructors could make the point, a cadet 
reminded the group to be on their best 
behaviour.
At Vimy the party was allowed freedom 
to roam over the area of the trenches 
which had been dug and had fortified 
the ridge in defence of the coal fields to 
the East by the German Army. The 
trenches of the Allied forces were to the 
West within 100 metres of the German 
lines and until a system of tunnels was 
dug by British Army Engineers under 
and to the rear of their defences, the 
allied forces failed to capture the ridge. 
These tunnels were taken over by the 
Canadian Army in 1917 who stormed the 
German lines of the ridge on 19 April 
capturing all by afternoon but for Hill 
145 which withheld the barrage and 
attack for a further three days.
The cadets could not fully appreciate the 
history of the conflict until the tactics 
and resources of the day had been

explained. After a casual look around the 
trenches they were met by Canadian stu­
dents who were to be our guides round 
the tunnel system where the greaier 
impact of the battle for the ridge was 
realised. Here they were to observe the 
underground command post, medical 
centre, ammunition stores now well pre­
served with modern materials and not 
the damp and muddy conditions that 
prevailed at the time.
In one part of the tunnels was a display of 
very rusty militaria o f electric and 
mechanical water pumps, weapons and 
kit that was reputed to have been found 
during the excavations; one odd item was 
the neck and upper part o f a 1937 pattern 
water bottle!

A short.coach ride later and the magnifi­
cence of the monument to commemorate 
all the Canadians who gave their lives in 
the Great War, and those whose final 
resting place is unknown came into view. 
Again we had the benefit o f a student to 
explain the history of the memorial and 
the significance of the battle could be 
more readily understood as, gazing from 
the parapet, the slag heaps of the coal 
mines could be seen in the distance. 
Now could be appreciated the determ ina­
tion of the German Army to defend and 
the Allied forces to defeat and halt the 
manufacture of armaments.
Observing the monument from the East 
as it stood in all of its majesty the dark 
clouds gave it a sombre appearance, a 
solitary heavy cloud lay over the peak of 
the twin pillars but beyond were whiter
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clouds and a blue crystal sky with a hint 
of sun indicating that from the gloom of 
the battle a new and brighter era was on 
the horizon.
As we looked up from our vantage point 
we could observe in the distance the area 
where we were told the campsite lay and 
much to our concern could be seen the 
storm clouds seemingly hanging over the 
area.
Cabaret Rouge was the next port of call to 
visit the British cemetery where in excess 
of 6700 British soldiers lay at rest in 
rows, defined by headstones with their 
Regimental cap badges.
Although many of the Regiments have 
long since disappeared or amalgamated 
with others there was interest instilled 
among the cadets as they were tasked to 
find graves of the Lincolnshire 
Regiment.
In a quiet ceremony a small cross was 
laid by a cadet at the grave of an 
unnamed soldier of the Lincolnshire 
Regiment whose simple inscription read 
‘KNOWN UNTO GOD’.
Luckily for us the storm had passed by 
the time we reached the campsite at 
Licques for our overnight stay and 
although small it was very well laid out 
and had a modern ablution and toilet 
block. Many of the cadets were rather 
mystified to approach a cubicle and find 
not the usual fittings but a tiled hole in 
the ground with raised oblong blocks on 
either side on which to place the feet , 
and, when explanations were offered, 
looks of disbelief descended on youthful 
faces, male and female.
24hr ration packs were issued and the 
cadets and their cadre staff went about 
the preparation of their evening meal 
although for some o f the cadets this was 
a new experience and strange were the 
menus prepared.
T he courier, PRO and driver were 
catered for by the permanent camp staff 
of Captain Lynn Oram of 1 Company and 
Officer Cadet Joanne Plummer of East 
Midlands OTC.
Being 1 hour ahead of the time in 
England the cadets were far from ready 
to settle down for the night at 10pm and 
whispered conversations were to be 
heard by the patrolling instructors to a 
late hour. It is the law on campsites in 
France that all unnecessary noise ceases 
at 10pm allowing peace and tranquillity 
to descend. I don’t think they had heard 
of Army Cadets, but, all credit to them, 
the cadets behaved impeccably; all but 
two or three who could not resist the 
dreaded weed and dispersed into the toi­

lets to indulge.
Dawn arose on Monday, as did the party 
after a short lie in, and the cadets pre­
pared the remains of their compo rations 
for breakfast, one finding that boil in the 
bag stew was quite tasty although he had 
compared it to what he fed his cat.
By 9:15am we were on the road again for 
the final of the historical visits to the 
Atlantic Wall Museum at Audinghen 
close to Cape Griz-Nez, where it is reput­
ed the film The Guns of Naverone was 
made.
Here the Todt organisation of the 
German Army in the Second World War 
built a massive fortified bunker to fire 
huge 800kg shells at southern England 
from large rail mounted 280mm calibre 
guns. On display in the compound was 
one of the larger mobile guns which was 
commonly known at the time as Big 
Bertha.
Much of the bunker is below ground 
level and the thickness of the walls dis­
plays how the Germans were very protec­
tive of these locations. Among its many 
rooms were artefacts of war of many 
nations:arms, bayonets, swords, radios, 
grenades, motor cycles and much more 
to create and nurture the interest of the 
cadet historians. It was to tax the memo­
ries and knowledge of the instructors 
with the ongoing and incessant ques­
tions!
As an added interest before returning to 
Le Shuttle the group were given the 
opportunity of a visit to a hypermarket 
where the cadets could exchange their 
remaining francs on gifts, but it was 
observed that most revenue was 
exchanged for items of food. Guidance 
and advice was observed and in some 
cases cadets pooled their resources for a 
better deal on their purchases, one even 
buying a pack of 8 cornetto ice - creams 
which he could then trade with other 
cadets.

O ur final stop in France was at the duty 
free shop; alright for the more senior 
members of the group but disappointing 
for the cadets who were unable to stock 
up with cigarettes to carry them through 
to the end of the camp.

The arrival at the terminus was another 
experience, becoming more interesting 
when it was noticed that the baggage o f  
the coach ahead was being unloaded a t 
the customs post, stern looking, armed, 
French customs officers in attendance. 
W hen our turn arrived at the post it was 
explained by our courier, Major Ogg, that 
we were a school group who had been on 
a historical and fact finding tour; we 
were waved through without mishap.
T here was a short delay at the term inus 
as we had to wait for the later Shuttle bu t 
the cadets were still in high spirits and 
rem ained so even after arrival a t  
Folkestone and the end of the line.
All in all they had been a good disci­
plined group, a pleasure to have been 
with and worthy ambassadors fo r 
Lincolnshire ACF.
Some of the cadets, when they went for­
ward to the toilets, were concerned tha t 
in passing the leading coach they were 
being sprinkled with water. They were 
reassured when it was explained that now 
the air conditioning was in operation i t  
was blowing the m oisture from th e  
coaches as we had been subject to a storm  
prior to loading on Le Shuttle.
T his was a different story for some of th e  
cadets on an earlier excursion. It is  
reported that the driver, Dave, giving th e  
impression he was cleaning the coach 
windows, had reversed the wiper tubes, 
gone back to the coach and operated th e  
wipers. Someone called that the tunnel 
had sprung a leak. Disbelief and horro r 
registered on many faces.
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Kimbolton School ACF
Cape March 1996... Half Term with a difference

A t the end of October a team of two 
officers, the RSM and eight cadets 

led by Major Sue Camp from Kimbolton 
School CCF met in the School car park 
for what was going to be a trip of a life­
time.
As a result of our marching record at the 
International 4 day marches at 
Nijmegan, Holland, the South African 
Defence Forces had invited us to take 
part in the 10th Western Province Cape 
March. This march is a speed marching 
competition over 87km traversing Table 
Mountain.
After a journey lasting some 24 hrs we 
arrived in Johannesburg via Abu Dhabi 
(6 hr wait). That night we stayed in the 
Officers’ Club at Pretoria before continu­
ing our journey to Cape Town in a C 130 
via Swaziland and Lesotho to pick up 
other teams. We were accommodated 
along with all the other international 
teams with 9 SA Infantry Training 
Regiment about 20km outside Cape 
Town. Getting about was not going to be 
a problem as our hosts provided a 10 seat 
minibus for our use. Keen that we made 
the most of our stay, our hosts took us on 
a night tour of Cape Town.
On Tuesday we went to have a look at the 
route. Spectacular is the word I would 
use to describe our first impressions. To 
get over the shock we all went swimming 
at Camps Bay in the afternoon and stayed 
at a local restaurant for a team dinner in 
the evening. The next day we went for a 
two hour pre-breakfast training march.
This is when our support driver, Major 
Tom Dormer (Ex Royal Anglian now 158 
Regiment RLC (V) ) discovered blisters 
thanks to a new pair of boots borrowed 
from his son. More sight seeing in the 
afternoon with a barbecue in the evening 
hosted by 9 SAI.
Thursday morning was photo call day at 
the castle in Cape Town with the GOC 
Western Province (Major General 
Lamprecht) followed by a Team Leaders 
briefing at Sitvermine Sports Club.
Proceedings were lightened by one 
African Team Leader asking if they could 
march in bare feet as they found boots 
were uncomfortable. The Cadets played 
a volleyball match against KORBR in the 
afternoon.
Friday dawned bright and warm, as we 
gathered in the Main Square in Cape 
Town along with 215 teams from around 
the world for the opening ceremony.
After speeches by the GOC and Mayor,

Kimbolton School Cadets m South Aim a

British Support teams and South African 
supporters. We finished in style, the sec­
ond British team home on the road, to a 
tremendous welcome.
Sunday is R&R day. After a late break­
fast at The Strand we drove on down the 
coast to False Bay and Betty’s Bay close 
to Hermanus where the whales gave 
birth.
Monday was another very bumpy 6 hour 
flight in a C l30 via Swaziland and Lesotho 
back to Pretoria. On the Tuesday morning 
we had a very interesting visit to a SA 
Engineer Formation cartography unit, fol­
lowed by a last minute swim/shopping 
before heading for Johannesburg and the 
long flight home, this time via Durban, 
Abu Dhabi and Doha.
We wish to thank all our good friends in 
South Africa, especially Major G erhard 
Botes, whose organisation was superb.
We finished in 90th position with a lime 
of 14 hrs and 11 min.

prayers were said by 
the SADF padre, 
then the Mayor fired 
a 25pdr gun which 
was the signal for the 
teams to move off. A 
long crocodile snaked 
its way through the 
busy streets and up 
Table Mountain to 
the first check point 
(1500ft), where the 
time starts.
Coming off Table 
Mountain you take 
what can only be 
described as a goat 
track through a nature reserve down to 
the Rhodes Memorial. A long stretch of 
road now through Constantia before the 
difficult mountain pass at Silvermine 
and the night stop at Noordhoek.
All the British teams were in good spir­
its, although the Coldstream Guards had 
lost a man through heat exhaustion and 
1RGBW had also lost one man. The 
Kimbolton cadets were all going strong 
although Major Camp’s blisters were 
causing some concern. 47 km had now 
been completed.
Day 2 of the march started overcast but 
still very warm. We all set off with a will 
as today’s route is easier- an initial climb 
up Chapman’s Peak where the Body Heat 
final was filmed- then we followed the 
coast road back to Cape Town.
With only 10km to go Major Camp was 
withdrawn from the march by the 
medics. With the RSM now leading, the 
team put its head down and started to 
make up lost time, spurred on by the

U p p i n g h a m  S c h o o l  S h o o t i n g  Te am

The Team being presented with the Shield as Winners o l the 49 Bde Cadet Rifle Meeting held  at Beckingham  
Range on Sunday 5 May The Officer presenting the shield is Captain CV Trott, OC 2 Cadet Training Team
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-------  NORFOLK --------  

Benevolent Work
Secretary’s Report

I have to report that the Association’s 
work of caring for those who fall on 

hard times continues with the assistance 
of the Army Benevolent Fund, SSAFA, 
The Royal British Legion and many 
other Ex-Servicemens’ charities.
Our membership continues to gradually 
change with the bias moving towards 
those who served in either the two 
Former Regiments or who are “pure” 
Royal Anglians if there is such a being. 
Inevitably there are more falling out to 
the Upper Parade Square and the respon­
sibility of seeing that their relatives are 
cared for accounts for a percentage of the 
benevolent cases with which I deal. Last 
year nearly £6,000 was spent from 
Regimental funds in this cause not for­
getting the appreciable additional money 
received from those other Service funds 
as a result of almonising.

Chapel
The Chapel Committee would like to 
register their enormous thanks to Mrs 
Rosemary Barclay for the flowers she has 
so dutifully arranged for so many years. 
Mrs Jeanine Raybould has kindly taken 
on this task for which we are very grate­
ful.

War Memorial Homes
These never stay empty for long and the 
work of the group of visitors who report 
any problems which become obvious is 
most helpful.

Regimental Museum
Unfortunately we have had to suffer from 
not only our Curator being made part- 
time (3 days a week) but also Miss 
Thaxton has been absent on maternity 
leave.
The Trustees have however managed to 
double the Appeal Fund in less than a 
year and plans exist to increase this even 
more by obtaining funding for an “edu­
cational package”. Approval for a stairlift 
for the back stairs has been given so with 
luck we should have this installed next 
year subject to funding. In addition, we 
have just obtained a substantial grant to 
fund an educational package to encour­
age the use of the Museum by more 
school children.

Few other Regiments have such magnifi­
cent Regimental Chapels, War Memorial 
Homes and a Regimental Museum which 
is a showpiece and the envy of those 
Regiments yet to take the cold plunge 
and move under local authority control 
with their museums.
The 4th May was a memorable occasion 
for the Association when the day started 
with a joint parade for the Lord Mayor of 
Norwich outside the City Hall. With the 
M inden Band, 1st Battalion Guard of 
H onour and Regimental Colour on 
parade, the spectacle was very apt and 
colourful and a suitable outward symbol 
to celebrate the end of World War Two 
which had not been possible before.
A service in the Cathedral followed 
which included the Laying Up of the 
Regimental Colour. There then was a 
Beating Retreat which in turn was fol­
lowed by a reception in St Andrew’s 
Hall.
On 1st September many members attend­
ed The Royal Anglian Regimental 
Gathering at Oakington hosted by the 1st 
Battalion. Again, the links with the 
young soldier and the old were renewed 
with the Regimental Colour parading 
with the Branch Standards.

----  LINCOLNSHIRE —

T he Lincolnshire Regimental 
Association continues to gather new 

members from those who served with the 
Royal Lincolnshire Regiment, 2nd East 
Anglian Regiment and the Royal 
Anglian Regiment. Members from the 
latter are slowly increasing in numbers 
and are represented on Branch 
Committees throughout the Association. 
We hope this will continue in the coming 
years and secure the future of the 
Association.

This year saw the largest delegation of 
Royal Lincolns attending the Regimental

Gathering for a num ber of years, with 4 
standards and just over 110 members 
making the long journey to Oakington 
Barracks to take part in a very successful 
day.
The annual Regimental reunion , held 
over the weekend 28/29 Sept in Lincoln, 
was a great success with the annual gen­
eral committee meeting and annual gen­
eral meeting being well attended. The 
reunion dinner and dance, held in the 
assembly rooms, was chaired by our pres­
ident Maj Gen Gerrard-Wright with over 
110 members and their guests attending 
for a very enjoyable evening.
Sunday morning saw those who had 
stayed over night, including our Chelsea 
Pensioner Tom Scott, form up at 
Newport Barracks before m arching 
behind Branch Standards along Newport 
Road to St. Nicholas Church for morning 
service, conducted by Canon Brian 
Wisken, at which the Rev. David Bates, a 
former member of the Regiment, gave 
the address.

It was decided at the annual general 
meeting that the next annual reunion 
would be a one day affair, to be held in 
Lincoln on Sunday 28th Sept. 1997.

Visit to the Somme

A small group of Lincolns, armed with 
two Branch Standards from the Lincoln 
and Grimsby Branches, recently trav­
elled over to France to commemorate the 
80th Anniversary of the Battle of the 
Somme.
Early on in the morning of the 1st of July 
they attended a service at the Lochager 
Crater, which had been the site of an 
attack by the 10th Battalion The 
Lincolnshire Regiment. Even though 
only a small number of people managed 
to attend the service Mick Reams and 
Albert Leach held the standards at the 
full for over an hour and raised much 
comment among the crowd for their 
steadiness on parade.
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The Standard Party being inspected by HRH the Duke ot Gloucester at ThiepvalAlbert Leach (lelt) carrying the Grimsby Standard and 
Mick Reams (right) carrying the Lincoln Standard at 
Lochnagar Crater

After the service had ended, at approxi­
mately 0830 hours, there was just time to 
stop for breakfast before moving on to 
the main ceremony being held at 
Thiepval. Here there were large crowds 
of people and it wasn’t long before the 
Standards were once again on duty , 
parading under the monument during 
the commemoration service. On comple­
tion of the service the Standards were 
quickly re-positioned to line the 
approach leading to the Cross of Sacrifice 
where they were inspected by H.R.H the 
Duke of Gloucester. After all official 
events had taken place a private wreath- 
laying ceremony was held by the group 
at the Stone of Remembrance.

Malayan Reunion
The Annual Malayan Reunion was held 
in the TA Centre, Sobraon Barracks, 
Lincoln, on Saturday 5th October. Over 
200 attended the function, many from 
outside the county, at which, to make 
everyone feel at home, a very hot curry 
was served. The bar profit was very 
healthy and there was no shortage of a 
yarn or two which improved the passage 
of time.

Our thanks must go to the organiser 
Colin Coggan whose hard work ensure- 
deveryone had a thoroughly enjoyable 
night.

Grimsby Branch

A very successful Branch annual reunion 
luncheon was held at the Beacholme 
Holiday Centre, Humberston, with many 
of the members and their guests having 
travelled considerable distances to 
attend. We were delighted to have with 
us as principle guests Maj. Gen. & Mrs. 
Gerrard-Wright, Lt. Col. & Mrs. 
Dymoke, Capt & Mrs. Richards and the 
Rev. David Bates, who, after an excellent 
lunch, were able to enjoy an afternoon 
meeting familiar friends.

To celebrate the 80th Anniversary of the 
Battle of the Somme and to honour those 
members of the Regiment who took part, 
in particular the 10th Battalion known 
locally as the “Grimsby Chums”, a 
wreath was laid at “La Brassielle” by Mr 
Mclnnes of the Grimsby Rotarians on 
our behalf. The wreath was presented to 
the Chairman of the Grimsby Rotarians

by the High Sheriff of Lincolnshire, 
James Milligan-Manbv Esq. and Mr A 
Carrol, Chairman of the Grimsby 
Branch, during a recent luncheon.

Scunthorpe Branch

The Scunthorpe Branch continues to 
thrive and recently celebrated its third 
anniversary since its formation in June 
1993. Over 80 members and their guests 
met on the 7th June in the Wortley Hotel 
to celebrate in style with the Branch 
Standard being marched on parade and 
placed at rest by the Guest of Honour Mr 
Jack Lindlev MM (who had travelled all 
the way from Norfolk to be with us). It 
should be noted that Mr Jack Lindley 
MM has been associated with the Royal 
Lincolnshire Regiment over 70 years, 
and we, as a Branch, were honoured to 
have his presence. The M.C. for the 
evening was none other than our Branch 
Chairman (M r Cliff Bromby) who 
ensured ihat everyone enjoyed the 
evening and “a good time was had by 
aH"(in particular the M.C.). Thanks 
must, once again, go to our Branch 
Secretary’s wife, Rita Jollands, who did a

(p ff > .,*** Mick
ny r r v  •ef Dcuge

The Grimsby and Lincoln Standards at the Stone ol Remembrance Thiepval r,. ^ r-1 The Chairman ot the Scunthorpe Branch CM! Brorrtr,
Linoley MM to the Branch A'vuve'sd/y Owner Looking ;x’ r#r- *
Hare (Standard Beater i Barry Engksh and Denns Pfxtrsor /£ s c o t s ;
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marvellous job of organising the raffle. 
Also many thanks to all those who kind­
ly donated prizes.
Wednesday 20th September saw 30 mem­
bers enjoy a trip to H um berside 
International Airport, which many of the 
older generation may rem em ber as 
Kirmington RAF Base during World 
War Two. The Chairman of the Airport, 
Councillor David Spooner, gave a very 
informative talk on its history before 
being brought fully up to date by the 
Airport Manager.

The High Sheriff ol Lincolnshire. James Milligan-Manby Esq ( thud from the letl). presenting the Lincolnshire 
Regiment Association wreath to the Chairman of the Grimsby Rotanans. Mr Guy Brown (third from right), cktsefy 
supervised by Mr Arthur Carroll tcenlre) Chairman of the Grimsby Branch Royal Lincolnshire Regimental
Association

$m

------- SUFFOLK ------
Visits to Normandy

Veterans of 1 Suffolk who landed on D- 
Day and served in Normandy 1944 have 
made two highly successful visits this 
Summer. The first was to Colleville- 
Mongomery on the occasion of the 
unveiling of the statue of Field Marshal 
Montgomery on 6 June by Prince 
Michael of Kent with Viscount 
Montgomery. The statue was provided 
under the arrangements made by the 
Normandy Veterans Association. The 
Mayor of Colleville- Montgomery, from 
whose initiative the idea for the statue 
came, specially invited veterans of the 
1st Bn to be present at the ceremony as 
the Battalion had liberated the place on 
D-Day. After the ceremony wreaths were 
laid at Hermanville and Hillman where 
the Regimental Flag was fiying. The day 
was rounded off by a really marvellous 
dinner party given by Les Amis du 
Suffolk Regiment to all 37 of the party - a 
most generous act on their part.

The second visit was in September when 
a party of 44 including 22 D-Day veter­
ans spent three days going round not 
only the old battle fields -Morris and 
Hillman, Chateau de la Londe, 
Sannerville and Banneville - but also 
those o f August ‘44 on the Vire- 
Tincbebray road when the Battalion took 
over 300 prisoners. They were met by

local dignitaries and escorted by the 
Gendarmerie. A ‘vin d ’honneur’ and 
lunch was given by the inhabitants of 
Tinchebray and wreaths were laid at four 
village war m em orials and at two 
wartime tem porary graves. The opportu­
nity was taken to visit Pavee and the 
memorial to Cpl Bates VC 1 Royal 
Norfolk. Visits to cemeteries o f St 
Charles de Percy, La Deliverande and 
Banneville were also made. The trip 
ended with dinner given to Les Amis at a 
restaurant at Colleville.

Branch Reports

Several Branches 
reported favourably 
on the reception  
given by the 1st Bn 
Royal Anglian at 
Oakington B arracks 
at their open day - 
even by the Branch 
that com plained  
about the price o f the

Judging by views expressed by Branches 
the Minden Day R eunion was considered 
a great success w ith increased numbers. 
The weather was fine and helped make it 
a special one. Particularly welcome was 
Martin Bell the well known BBC TV 
broadcaster, with Suffolk tie, ex 1 Suffolk 
and Vice P residen t of the Beccles 
Branch. He joined the Old Comrades in 
the march past. O ther honoured guests 
were a num ber o f Les Amis from 
Colleville-M ontgom ery. The Bury 
Branch once again 
did sterling work in 
organising the day 
under the m anage­
ment of Major Stan 
Bullock.

John Perret lays a wreath at Berneres ie parry near 
Tinchebray Alex Baiiey in front other SuHo*  
R e g im e n t Association members on right

beer. Other special events included the 
FEPOW Reunion at Sudbury on 29 June 
when the organisation was considered 
wonderful and service remarkable - 
drinks and food were free and all 
FEPOWs received a handsome travelling 
clock and their ladies flowers.

1st Battalion Colour Party Minden Day Reunion Bury St Edmunds
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Also singled out for mention was the 
Suffolk County Royal British Legion 
75th Anniversary at Euston Park on 28 
July. Hemel Hempstead Branch as usual 
makes much of its fund raising efforts.
51 years of SSAFA brought a good 
response. Beccles continues to be highly

involved in its support for the local 
Suffolk Army Cadet Force and the muse­
um where an appeal is being made for 
photographs based on the Suffolk 
Regiment to be placed on permanent 
display. Otherwise Branches report con­
tinued busy programmes of visits, din­

ner/dances, parades involving standard- 
bearers and mutual attendance from fel­
low Branches. Though less hectic than 
last year w ith its 50th Anniversary 
parades, Branches were fully occupied 
with good turnouts.

Membership is open to past, present, and 
future members of the Cambridgeshire 
Regiment and/or successor Units,
629 (Cambridgeshire Regiment) LAA 
Regiment R.A,
629(Cambridgeshire Regiment) 
Parachute Light Regiment R.A,
Suffolk & Cambridgeshire Regiment,
D (Cambridgeshire ) Company 
6th (V) Bn. Royal Anglian Regiment,
3 (Cambridgeshire ) Coy
5th(V) Bn Royal Anglian Regiment,
The Suffolk Regiment,
The East Anglian Regiment,
The Royal Anglian Regiment who reside 
in Cambridgeshire,
also Officers and Adult Instructors of the 
Cambridgeshire Army Cadet Force, 
Home Guard badged to the 
Cambridgeshire Regiment.

New members are welcome and should 
contact the Secretary at the address 
above right.

Officers’ Dinner Club
Major D.J. Baldry

Sgts’ Dinner Club
C.Sgt H.S. Taylor

Britannia & Castle and Gaslle 
News
Cambridgeshire Editor 
Major D.J.Baldry
2 Highfield Bank,
Ickleton Road,
Duxford
Cambs. CB2 4RU 
Tel: (01223) 834783

Old Comrades Association:
Patron Lieutenant Colonel ELV Mapey OBE TD
President Colonel W F Page MC TD
Chairman Major DR Haslam TD
Secretary Major MA Jarvis

lW itham Close, St Ives, Cambs. PE 17 6DY 
Tel: (01638) 665926 (Office)
(01480) 380234 (Home)

Treasurer Maj KJ Starling

Future Events
Event
Regimental Council 
Officers’ Dinner

Date
16th March 
12th April

Day
Sun
Sat

Time
10am
7pm for 7.30

Location
Waterbeach
Waterbeach

Annual Service 
of Remembrance 
& Re-union 8th June Sun 2pm for 2.30 Ely

Minden Day 
Re-union 3rd Aug Sun 11.30am Bury St Edmunds

OCA AGM 21st Sept. Sun 14.30 Masonic Hall, Ely

News from the 
Branches
Wisbech
Branch Secretary Major David Denson 
reports that over the last year the Branch 
has continued to meet regularly on the 
last Friday of each month and its mem­
bership remains at 35.

In September of last year the Members at 
its AGM re-elected its Branch Officers 
and a new Social Committee:
Chairman: John Russell 
Treasurer : Alex Bennett 
Secretary: David Denson

The Branch was pleased to welcome 
Major General Gerrard-W right to its

Annual D inner last October with over 50 
members and guests attending. As usual 
the Cambridgeshire silver was on show 
and much appreciated. In November the 
Branch attended a number of social 
events including dances, carol services 
and the usual New Year’s Eve party. 
Regrettably other social functions have 
not been so well supported.

We were pleased to be well represented at 
the Ely Parade. By way o f relaxation 
some members of the Branch escaped out 
of Wisbech to visit the Tower of London 
during the evening to observe the 
Ceremony of the Keys. Reluctantly the 
guard opened the gates and let the mem­
bers leave. It was noted that some mem­
bers would have preferred to stay in the
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most excellent bar where we were made 
most welcome.
It is with great sadness that the Branch 
records the  death of its Welfare Officer 
and m ost popular member, Horace 
Plitch.

Ely
T he Secretary reports that they are a 
small Branch but try to take part in most 
functions. In November on Armistice 
Day wreaths were laid in the Regimental 
Chapel on  behalf of the Association; also 
at the C ity War Memorial. Regrettably 
m em bers were unable to attend at 
Westminster.
Next we attended the St George’s Day 
Service in  Ely Cathedral which was fol­
lowed by the AGM; six members attend­
ed and decided to carry on. We attended 
M inden Day celebrations at Bury St 
E dm unds and the opening o f the 
Cambridgeshire Regiment Museum at 
Duxford. We were very impressed with 
the am ount of work put into this. We 
attended the Regimental Gathering at 
Oakington.
We regret to report the death of Mr E 
Wayman.

Cambridge
The Branch reports that they had a quiet 
year.

March
T he Branch reports a quiet year but says 
it is functioning well. They had raised 
£199.95 from a jumble sale and their 
Branch bank balance was good. So far as 
they were aware, they had attended all 
the functions which had been organised 
during the  year.

Whittlesey & Peterborough
T he Branch has managed to survive 
another year. It is hard when there are no 
new Cambridgeshires to keep up the 
membership. However, we have had five 
new members, 3 ACF (Cambridgeshires) 
and 2 ex Suffolks.
We are now have 42 members including: 
FEPOW s, 10 Cambridgeshires, 1 Royal 
Artillery, 1 REME, 1 Middlesex Regt. 
The remainder are Cambridgeshire Regt, 
629 Para, 1 Cambs TA, Suffolk Regt and 
Adult ACE
20 of the 42 are active and attend func­
tions and  meetings. Officers of the 
Branch continue as before and our annu­
al functions and meetings are:
The AGM, the Ely Reunion, a barbecue 
in conjunction with the Northampton

shire and Royal Anglian Association 
(Peterborough Branch), the Annual 
Church Service at Whittlesey in 
September, the Annual Regimental 
Branch Dinner in October, and a 
Christmas Social Evening in December.
Branch funds are small as our only income 
is raffles and subscriptions. The Branch 
supports all the Association events and also 
those of the British Legion and Ex- 
Servicemens’ events in Peterborough and 
the surrounding district.
Looking to the future, it appears that the 
Branch must rely more and more on the 
Cambridgeshire Army Cadets who will 
eventually take control when the Old 
Cambridgeshires either pass away or 
become too old to continue at the helm.
Snippets from the OCA AGM 22nd 
Septem ber 96

It was confirmed that under the 
Constitution approved in 1990, members 
of the Home Guard who were badged to 
the Regiment were entitled to be mem­
bers of the Association.
It was agreed that the Secretary should 
write to Mrs Roy Stubbings to thank her 
for arranging the flowers in the 
Regimental Chapel and to Mrs Flood 
(widow of Major David Flood) for her 
offer to take over this responsibility.
The Treasurer reported that the accounts 
were healthy. It was agreed that the prof­
it from the Lamb Hotel Lunch on the 
day of the Annual Service should be 
transferred to the general account. It was 
also agreed that the £500 legacy from 
Colonel Ennion should go to the 
Museum Fund.
The Chairman reported that no further 
work on the Regimental Chapel was pro­
posed at present. The two chairs were 
dedicated earlier in the year. The funds 
are in good order and stand at approxi­
mately £20,000.
The Annual Service date has been agreed 
as 8th June 1997. It was agreed that the 
ACF Band should be invited to attend and 
march at the rear end of the Parade lead­
ing the ACF Unit. Also that the Standards 
and Escorts should parade. It is intended 
that there should be a rehearsal on the day 
at 13.30 at Barton Road. The tea ticket 
will now cost £2 each.

Annual Reunion
The Annual Service and Re-union took 
place on 9th June 1996 at the Cathedral 
with tea at the Hayward Theatre after­
wards. The preacher on this occasion was

the Archdeacon of Ely. Some 250 tickets 
were sold and our stalwart caterers again 
provided tea, sandwiches and cakes. At 
the last minute we were delighted to 
learn that the Corps of Drums of the 1st 
Battalion now stationed at Oakington 
Barracks wished to attend and lead the 
March Past. We were pleased to accom­
modate them , having first ensured that 
the City o f  Ely Military Band, who have 
served so well in the past, were happy 
with this arrangement.
The L ord  Lieutenant, Mr James 
Crowden, took the Salute, accompanied 
by the M ayor and Mayoress of Ely. For 
the first time in several years, we were 
pleased to see a contingent representing 
the Cambridgeshire Army Cadet Force 
on Parade and it is hoped that this will 
again become a regular feature.

Mr Les Oakley reports that he has the 
database containing details of all the 
Regiment’s graves and Commemorations 
of all those who fell in both World Wars 
and would be pleased to pass on any 
inform ation to those interested. His 
address is 47c Prickwillow Road, Ely, 
CB7 4QR Tel: 01353 662931.
From the Cambridge Evening News June 
13th 1996 “Looking Back” item.
From the News of June 1946: By a unan­
imous vote, Cambridge Town Council 
approved the conferring of the Freedom 
of the Borough on the Cambridgeshire 
Regiment. The Mayor, who moved that 
this should be done, said that everyone 
was proudly conscious of the gallant way 
in w hich, during the War, they had 
upheld the finest traditions of their 
Service in the most severe ordeals and 
trials.

The Cambridgeshire 
Regiment Collection

Patron: M r JGP Crowden K.St.J JR Lord 
Lieutenant.
President: Colonel WF Page MC TD. 
Chairman: Colonel JP Macdonald, 15 
W impole Road, Great Eversden, 
Cambridge CB3 7HR. Tel: 01223 263293

Museums Update
The tedious task of cataloguing items is 
continuing. We are fortunate to have a 
store room  available at the TA Centre, 
Coldhams Lane, Cambridge, and the 
County Conservator will view the store 
and advise appropriately.
We will also have to consider what items
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will go to the Ely Museum. The Trustees 
of the Ely Museum naturally want to 
reflect the activities in Ely and the old 
Isle of Ely, so, in the main, items to be 
displayed would be those of H Company 
of the Volounteers, together with items 
relating to the Ely Company of the TA 
Battalion, Home Guards and Cadets.

There will be ongoing costs to maintain 
the Duxford display and the need for 
fund-raising is now desperately impor­
tant. We have been fortunate to be able to 
add on our insurance to the Royal 
Anglian Regiment Museum next door, 
which will keep our costs down. Whilst 
the Ely improvements will cost us noth­
ing, however, all Regimental Branches 
will be contacted for help in raising 
funds. It has been suggested that funds 
could be diverted from the Chapel Fund 
which is now double its original target, 
but there are substantial difficulties in 
doing this and at present help from this 
quarter is unlikely in the near future..

Obituaries
We are sorry to have to report the following deaths and express our deepest sympathy to 
the families.

Rolfe
Captain Garnet Rolfe died on 20th September 1996 aged 70 years. A service of 
thanksgiving was held at St Nicholas Church on 9th October. After being invalided 
out of the Army he joined the Cambridgeshire Army Cadets until re-organisation in 
the late 1950s serving with distinction for many years including being in command 
of the Newmarket Company. He was an active member of the Rifle Club and led an 
ACF team to Bisley. In his capacity as a telecommunications expert he was seconded 
to NATO for several years. In the early days of the Duke of Edingburgh’s Scheme he 
became an examiner and assisted with its formation in the area.

Potts
Mr William Potts of Mablethorpe died at the end of May 1996. He served in the 
Regiment and was taken prisoner at Singapore.

Wayman
Sgt E Wayman died 20th August 1996 aged 80 years. He joined the TA at Ely in 1939 
in the 2nd Battalion Cambridgeshire Regiment and was in the MG Platoon. Taken 
prisoner at Singapore, worked on the Burma- Siam railway and was POW for 3 V2 
years.

Reduced admission charges to Duxford Museum can be obtained by presenting a Royal Anglian Regiment Association Membership 
Card. To obtain one of these free of charge ask your Branch Secretary, who will request them in bulk from the OCA Secretary, Major 
Jarvis.

The Cambridgeshire Regiment Collection
Col Pat MacDonald writes:

As most active Cambridgeshires will 
know, the Regim ent’s Collection 
was officially opened at the Imperial War 

Museum, Duxford, on Tuesday 27 
August 1996 by the Colonel of the 
Regiment and the Lord Lieutenant. The 
principle guests included the Director 
General of the IWM, Mr Robert 
Crawford, the Chairman of the County 
Council, Chairm en of the District 
Councils (or their deputies), the Mayors 
of Cambridge, Ely and Wisbech and 
Chairmen or deputies of Parish Councils 
across the County who had responded to 
the Appeal launched in June 1995. The 
Regiment was represented by the 
Deputy Honorary Colonel (TA) 
(Cambridgeshire), the CO and OC D 
Company of the 1st Battalion, OC D 
Company and the Adjutant of the 6th 
Battalion, the County Cadet 
Commandant and members of the ACF. 
The RBL was well represented as were 
members of all Branches of the OCA. 
The reception was kindly organised and 
smoothly run by Major Derek Baldry 
and Colour Sergeant Herbie Taylor, 
assisted by members of the ACF. A 
strong and cheerful party from D 
(Cam bridgeshire) Company, 6th

Battalion, led by Company Sergeant 
Major Martin Bessell, acted as guides and 
ushers. Without this unstinting support, 
the event could have not been the success 
it clearly was.
The ceremony was set in motion by 
Colonel Walter Page’s welcoming 
remarks. He made a presentation of an

engraved whisky glass to Martin Boswell 
in recognition of his untiring work in 
setting up the display. The Colonel of the 
Regiment spoke next, emphasising the 
anchor role which the Counties and their 
Territorials had played in the recent 
upheavals in the Army, caused by 
Options for Change - and how much the 
Regiment would continue to rely on this

L to R: Mr Stephen Woollord and Mr Martin Boswell, Imperial War Museum. Colonel WF Page. President ol the 
Cambridgeshire Regiment Old Comrades Association. Mr Robert Crawford. Director General IWM. Ma/or 
General PPD Stone, Colonel ot the Regiment, and Mr JGP Crowden, Lord Lieutenant ot Cambridgeshire, at the 
official opening ot the Cambridgeshire Regiment Collection
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valuable support. He invited the Lord 
Lieutenant to open the Collection. M r 
James Crowden reviewed the high points 
of the Cambridgeshire Regiment’s life 
from the early Volunteer days through 
service in South Africa, the 1st 
Battalion’s w orthy record in the 1st 
World War, to the tragedy befalling both 
Battalions at Singapore. The story did 
not end there, he added, and he rem ind­
ed us of the days in the light anti- aircraft 
role and as airborne troops after that. He 
recalled the return to the infantry fold in 
1956 and events which led on from there 
to today and D (Cam bridgeshire) 
Company, 6th Battalion. T he Lord 
Lieutenant mentioned the valuable role 
played on the home front by the Home 
Guard and he h ighlighted the part 
played, since the war, by the 
Cambridgeshire Army Cadet Force: how 
in the Regiment’s dark and thin days, the 
Cadets had kept the torch alight. Before 
opening the Collection, Mr Crowden 
quoted from Rupert Brooke:
“For England’s the one land I know, 
where men with splendid hearts may go; 
and Cambridgeshire of all England, the 
shire for men who understand.”

Guests then visited the Collection and all 
commented very favourably. Many visit­
ed the new Royal Anglian Regiment 
Museum next-door.
From the launch of the Appeal to open­
ing was only 14 months. A very great deal 
of work was packed into that small span 
of time and credit for it is due in many 
places. Firstly, thanks are directed to all 
those friends and members of the 
Regim ent who gave so generously 
towards our Appeal for £12,500. In the 
event, we passed our target handsomely, 
raising over £18,000 by a healthy margin. 
Secondly, thanks must go to the Trustees 
and, particularly, the staff of the IWM. 
O f these, especial gratitude from us all 
must go to Stephen Woolford, Head of 
Education and Exhibitions, and his 
Deputy, M artin Boswell. Their infectious 
enthusiasm is a thread running through 
the whole process. There are many others 
to whom the Regiment is in debt: they 
would all acknowledge that there is not 
space enough to list all and would accept, 
instead, a simple, but very warm, thank 
you.

However, the story’s happy ending has a 
black cloud on the horizon. We are 
broke!
Briefly, the IWM had to announce, in 
July, that their original estimate o f costs 
(£12,500) was short of what was m aterial­
ising and the revised figure was now to 
be £23,200, leaving us about £5,000 short. 
The funds we have are invested by RHQ 
with their charitable investm ents so 
some interest is accruing: bu t not 
enough. In addition, of course, there will 
be continuing calls on our resources, 
which we estimate will be not less than 
£700 a year. We have ideas about how we 
might raise this shortfall; one of them  is 
to ask readers o f Castle for their help, 
please. (We shall be following-up other 
ideas during the Winter) I f  you do wish 
to respond to the additional cry for help, 
please send your donation to me at: 15, 
W impole Road, Great Eversden, 
Cambridge CB3 7HR. Cheques, etc., 
should be made payable as before to: 
‘The Cambridgeshire Regim ent OCA 
(IWM Appeal)’.Thank you.

Mr Martin Boswell, Imperial War Museum, writes:

Having never really had an appropri­
ate location that is truly our ‘own’ , 
with the exception of some small token 

displays in Cambridgeshire and Suffolk, 
the Regiment now enjoys a high profile 
site next door to its prestigeous neigh­
bour, the Royal Anglian Regiment 
Museum.

Colonel Pat MacDonald, who had been 
appointed Chairman of the Guardians of 
this collection by the  Regim ent’s 
Council, was co-ordinator and master­
minded the appeal for funds. T his excit­
ing project took just 10 weeks to build ( I 
defy Anneka Rice to do better).
There are many objects on display that 
testify to a unique and distinguished his­
tory of this fine Regiment and the less 
informed visitor is often surprised to dis­
cover that the Cambridgeshire’s pedi­
gree, at least since 1860, has always been 
as part - time soldiers.

Many of those items exhibited have come 
to light only recently as a result of person­
al contact with a variety of people con­
nected with the Regiment and therefore 
have never been seen on public display. A 
very notable exception though are three of 
the Regiment’s drums that are of great sig­
nificance. These drums were hidden in 
1942, prior to the Japanese taking (vfeenny for me wbi ume, tx  bgt Hon Knson and Mrs Mary Dawson.. (Photo IWK/I)

Should anyone have any queries regard­
ing the new exhibition, please telephone 
or write to:

Mr Martin Boswell,
Exhibitions Co-ordinator 
(Cambridgeshire Regiment Archivist) 
Imperial War Museum,
Duxford Airfield,
Duxford,
Cambs CB2 4QR.

Tel: 01223 835000 Ext 271

Singapore Island and with it the ill fated 
troops of the 18( East Anglian) Division. 
The Singapore Drums as they would be 
later known are the stuff of legend, for 
while both Cambridgeshire Battalions 
went into the POW bag enduring 31/2 
years of cruelty and tropical disease, the 
drums remained defiantly undisturbed 
until after the war when this time the 
Japanese were now prisoners.
Fifty years after these events the 
Singapore Drums still symbolize great 
pride, surviving intact in a bitter chapter 
of the Regiment’s history. So imagine the 
surprise if you will when on the occasion 
of the opening we were able to introduce 
for the first time 
the man responsi­
ble for hiding the 
Drums in a hotel 
out-building, Mr 
Ron Kitson, and 
Mrs Mary Dawson 
nee Taylor, who as 
a Red Cross 
Welfare Officer 
later discovered 
them and returned 
them safely home.
Indeed there was a 
great feeling of his­
tory being made!
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BEDFORDSHIRE & 
HERTFORDSHIRE

The Hertford Branch celebrated its sixty 
years of unbroken service to the 
Association, since it was formed on 11 
June 1936, and long may the Branch con­
tinue. It is now the senior Branch of the 
Association. On its formation in 1936 
the Branch Secretary was Mr Charles 
Mansfield and he continued as such until 
12 October 1951. The present Secretary 
is his son Stan Mansfield who has also 
organised the Association’s very success­
ful Annual Dinner and Dance for the 
last twenty years or so.
Vandals and thieves have been active of 
late painting rude words on the front 
wall of the Regim ent’s Memorial 
Gardens in Kempston. Flowers have 
been stolen and four lengths of wire from 
the garden railings have disappeared. 
The wall has since been cleaned and the 
wire replaced. L ieutenant Colonel 
Young had brought down from Yorkshire 
54 lavenders and a number of other 
shrubs for the Memorial Gardens, a gen­
erous gift which is much appreciated. 
These with other evergreens have now 
been planted by the gardener. The grass 
has been cut and the beds weeded regu­
larly throughout the Summer, making 
the gardens much admired by visitors 
and passers by.
The re-furbishment of the Regimental 
Museum at Luton is now complete and 
the Museum Sub-Committee is looking 
for new acquisitions. Lieutenant Colonel 
Bagstaff attended a meeting in London 
on 2 April 1996 arranged by the Army 
Museums Ogilby Trust. At the meeting 
it was resolved to oppose an MOD deci­
sion to reduce financial support for Army 
Museums, affecting especially those 
Museums housed in MOD accommoda­
tion. Provisional Registration status has 
now been granted to the 16th Foot 
Museum and it is now eligible for gov­
ernments grants, etc. A one hundred per 
cent inventory of the 16th Foot Museum 
property has now been completed. A 
Battalion flag flown in North Africa and 
donated by ex- Provost Sergeant Jack 
Sharman who now lives in New Zealand 
is one of the many items recently handed 
over to the Museum.

Association Dinner And 
Dance - 1996
The Association Dinner this year was 
attended by over two hundred members, 
wives and friends on Saturday 20 April 
1996. A party from the Essex Regiment 
Association also attended with their 
President Colonel Geoffrey Morgan and 
Mrs Morgan. The evening started in the 
usual way by marching in the Branch 
Standards. As a Tribute to the 2nd 
Battalion The Royal Anglian Regiment 
they were then marched out to its 
Regimental March, ‘The Lincolnshire 
Poacher’. Among the guests was 
L ieutenant Colonel David Clements 
MBE, Commanding Officer of the 2nd 
Battalion, who in his speech gave an 
update on the Battalion’s present activi­
ties. The evening ended in its tradition­
al way with everyone present marching 
round the hall to our old Regimental 
March, ‘Mandolinata’.

16th Foot Officers’ Lunch, 
Chicheley Hall
Some twenty two officers, wives and wid­
ows turned up on a damp day for the 
annual 16th Foot Officers’ Lunch at 
Chicheley Hall, Bedfordshire, on 
Thursday 4 July 1996. For the first time 
lunch had to be served indoors. 
Notwithstanding this those who made 
the journey enjoyed a good lunch and 
were able to renew friendships in a very 
cosy atmosphere.

Association Members’ Visit 
to the 2nd Battalion
The Commanding Officer of the 2nd 
Battalion, when he spoke at the

Association Dinner, commented that he 
wished to strengthen the links between 
the Battalion, the Counties and the Old 
Comrades Branches. He then extended 
an invitation for Association members to 
visit the Battalion. Thus it was that eigh­
teen members of the Association were 
invited to be at Battlesbury Barracks, 
Warminster, on Thursday 18 July.
The visitors were met by the 
Commanding Officer as they entered the 
Officers’ Mess and over coffee he gave 
them a detailed briefing on the role of the 
Battalion at Warminster as a Combat 
Group. The old comrades were then 
handed over to the OC of A Company, 
Major Gaskin, who took them to the 
ranges to show them Warrior APCs and 
static displays from other members of the 
Combat Group, Challenger Tanks of the 
9/12th Lancers and the ‘funnies’ of the 
Armoured Engineers.
The CQMS of ‘A’ Company had set up a 
field kitchen in a shady area within a 
clump of trees. Sealed rations in bags 
were simmering in water and each mem­
ber was given a choice of steak, corned 
beef hash, chicken, pasta or a breakfast of 
sausage and beans. The bag selected was 
extracted from the water and the con­
tents tipped into an expendable mess tin. 
The food was hot and tasty. There were 
chocolate bars to follow and a hot drink 
of sweet tea. The meals of our old army 
days seemed rather Heath Robinson by 
comparison!
At the end of lunch Warrior APCs 
arrived and the Association members 
were split into five groups and given safe­
ty instructions and offered the chance of 
driving and putting one of the Warriors 
through its paces. All who drove thought 
the whole experience was exhilarating. It 
was then back to camp where all were

Members o l The Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire Regiment Association on their visit to the 2nd  Battalion The Royal 
Anglian Regiment at Warminster on 18 July 1996 learning the rudiments o l the 8 1 mm Mortar
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Lining up for m id-day rations in the field.

invited to the WOs’ and Sergeants’ Mess 
for a farewell drink before the long drive 
home. A big thank you to the 2nd 
Battalion for a most enjoyable and mem­
orable day.

1st Battalion Reunion 
1951-54
Over seventy former National Servicemen 
who served with the 1st Battalion The 
Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire Regiment 
in Egypt during 1951-54 attended a 
reunion at the Stotfold Social Club, 
Bedfordshire, on Saturday 29 June 1996. 
Many travelled from outside the two 
counties coming from Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Northamptonshire, Birm ingham  and 
London to meet colleagues they had not 
seen for over fifty years. The evening was 
soon awash with now older comrades, 
swapping stories about their experiences 
in the somewhat hostile environment of 
the Canal Zone.
The evening reunion was organised by 
Mr Ron Hope, who served with the 1st 
Battalion as a L/Corporal in ‘D’ Cadre 
Company in Egypt. The guest speaker 
was Major Horace Parker who served 
with the Battalion throughout its tour of 
duty in the Canal Zone. He reminded 
those present of the role played by 
National Servicemen in that area and in 
Cyprus during that period. He congratu­
lated Ron Hope and thanked him on 
behalf of everybody present for an excel­
lent evening and proposed the toast of 
‘The Regiment and Absent Friends’.
Mr Clem Lewin was invited to read his 
nineteen verse poem of his ‘Memories of 
the Canal Z one’ w hich was well 
received, but the full text, even if we had 
the space, could not be published for 
obvious reasons!

Many of the ex-1st Battalion members 
brought their wives, grown up children and 
friends to the gathering. An excellent buf­
fet was provided with a specially made cake 
iced with the canal, pyramids and palm 
trees produced for the occasion by Ron’s 
daughter and niece. Such a success was this 
gathering that it is planned to arrange 
another for May or June next year.

The Royal Anglian 
Regimental Gathering

Many Association members attended the 
Regimental Gathering which was hosted 
by the 1st Battalion The Royal Anglian 
Regiment at Oakington, Cambridgeshire, 
on 1st September. A little difficult to find 
as a signpost at the last roundabout was 
sited on the wrong side of the road, send­
ing quite a few cars racing back towards 
Cambridge. Anyway we know where the 
Barracks are now for next year.

The day of course, was marred by the 
death of Captain Tom Bullock MBE, and 
during the Drum head Service our 
thoughts were with Tom’s widow and 
family.
The Association members with their 
Standard marched past the Colonel of the 
Regiment with members of the Essex 
Regiment Association to marches played 
by the Royal Anglian TA Band. The 1st 
Battalion laid on some very interesting 
static displays in the afternoon for mem­
bers to browse around, the young sol­
diers in charge being keen to demon­
strate their weaponry and equipment. 
The Watford & Hemel Hempstead 
Branch came third in the Association 
Shooting Competition. The day ended 
with a fine music and marching display 
by the M inden Band of The Queen’s 
Division.

News From the Branches

Besides attending the Association 
Dinner and Dance and the Regimental 
Gathering at Oakington, members of the 
Bedford Branch had a good day’s outing 
to Southend-on-sea. The journey time 
was about two hours and a very friendly 
Forces Club made us welcome. Three of 
the Branch attended the official opening 
of The Royal Anglian Regiment Museum 
at Duxford. A couple of glasses of wine 
and three very good speeches. Very 
smart and worth a visit. A most pleasant 
evening was spent at a barbecue on the 
5th July which was held at Harrold in the 
grounds of Mr ‘Toby’ Dobson’s home. 
He has very kindly given the Branch 
much support for which we thank him. 
The ale was £1 a pint, the barrel being 
emptied without a problem. It was a 
great success due to the efforts of Eric 
Two, Lisa and Trevor Cox, John 
Baggaridge and Karen and Dennis 
Wooton. On 6 August members visited 
the Charles Wells Brewery, which went 
down a treat, both the visit and the ale, 
and on 14 September the Branch had a 
very successful dinner at ‘The Keep’ at 
Kempston. The old Association Union 
Standard has now been framed and it has 
been suggested that it be hung in ‘The 
Keep’.
Over the holiday period little has hap­
pened in the H ertfordshire  Branch, 
although a party of ten did travel to 
Warminster to be guests of the 2nd 
Battalion who made us most welcome. 
One of the highspots of the day was the 
opportunity  to drive a W arrior 
armoured vehicle which was thoroughly 
enjoyable. Although the Branch was 
formed 60 years ago no celebration was 
planned. Over these years we have held 
our monthly meetings at the TA Drill 
Hall; sadly, we have had to make other 
arrangements as the TAVR now insist 
on charging for the use o f the Hall. T his 
we think is a poor return  for those years 
of support the Branch has always given 
the TA.

The Watford SrHemel Hempstead Branch 
held an enjoyable ‘fifties’ night at Hemel 
Hempstead on Saturday 30 March. The 
group playing was the ‘Reflections’ whose 
lead singer and guitarist Tony Beadle 
served in the 1st Battalion at Tidworth 
and Goslar. Thirty o f the Branch mem­
bers attended the Association Annual 
Dinner and Dance which once again 
proved a great evening. In June £250 was 
raised by three members at a car boot sale. 
The money raised plus £50 from the 
Branch funds was donated to the St 
Francis Hospice. On Saturday 6 July a 
coach party of Branch members went to
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Turners at Northampton for a very enjoy­
able ‘Sixties’ night. On 18 July four 
members travelled to Warminster to visit 
the 2nd Battalion and on Sunday 28 July 
some members went to Bisley with the 
Trubore Shooting Club.
Since the last report the Hitchin Branch 
has had its Summer outing when 35 
members and friends set out for 
Sandringham on 21 July. Before entering 
and touring the grounds and House, we 
enjoyed a pre-arranged meal at the Estate 
restaurant. Leaving for home around 
5:30pm, it having been a very hot day , 
we decided to call at ‘The Travellers Rest’ 
at Chittering to replace some of the lost 
fluid, which made a fitting end to a per­
fect day out. Other outings for this peri­
od were to Haileybury College for 
‘Beating the Retreat’ on 15 June, a few 
members joining with the local Royal 
British Legion for this event, at which 
our Standard was carried by Don 
Randall, who, incidentally, also carried 
the Branch Standard the very next day 
for the Legions 75th Anniversary Parade 
in Hitchin. A coach was arranged to take 
Branch members to the Horse Guards to 
see the Royal Marines ‘Beat Retreat’ on 
12 June. A number of our members 
attended the Royal British Legion Tattoo 
and Reunion in London on 15 December 
for the Christmas Carol Concert, with a 
stop for a meal on the home run. On 
Saturday 21 December, thirty  three 
members and friends will be attending 
our annual Christmas Dinner at the Firs 
Hotel at Hitchin.
The Luton and Dunstable Branch held a 
Coffee Morning at the Dunstable 
Methodist Church Hall on 25 May and 
made a profit for the Branch, after

expenses, of £93. A coach trip to 
Eastbourne on 29 June was a great suc­
cess and a good time was had by all. Our 
friends from the Normandy Veterans 
joined the party and helped fill some of 
the seats. Besides the Branch being rep­
resented at all the Association and 
Regimental Gatherings, some members 
and their wives went on the Annual 
Dunkirk Veterans’ Pilgrimage from 31 
May to 5 June, this being the 56th 
Anniversary of the Evacuation. We 
travelled over on the ferry from 
Ramsgate to Ostend with members of 
the local Dunkirk Association and while 
there attended a remembrance service at 
the village of De Paradise, where 95 sol­
diers of The Royal Norfolk Regiment 
were massacred by the SS. Each year 
this service of remembrance is held in 
their honour, when the villagers lay on 
food and liquid refreshments and old 
comrades are united. There were four 
big marches and a service of dedication 
on the beaches of D unkirk where 
wreaths were laid in honour of the fall­
en. T he Branch Secretary, Selwyn 
Chapm an, carried, with pride , the 
Branch Standard on all these parades. 
Although the ‘Bedfords’ were one of the 
many Regiments at Dunkirk, we believe 
it was the first tim e that a 
Bedfordshire&Hertfordshire Regiment 
Association Standard has had the hon­
our of being represented at any of these 
events. The Standard Bearer and mem­
bers were being continually asked by 
onlookers which branch of the Services 
the Standard represented as it was 
unlike any of the o ther ex-Service 
Standards taking part in the parades. A 
car load from the Branch had a most 
enjoyable day at Warminster as guests of 
the 2nd Battalion.

Hertfordshire Regiment
As you may understand this past year has 
been one of upheaval, with the passing of 
Major Colin Albany TD, who as 
Secretary was the backbone of the 
Association. This, with the death of our 
President Colonel Stanley Burr TD in 
August this year, has been a severe blow 
to us all. In the last week we have also 
lost one of our staunch committee mem­
bers, Mr Alf Page of Ware. The 
Chairman of the Association , Major 
Peter Burgess, has temporarily taken 
over the duties of the Secretary until a 
successor is found.
We held a very good Spring Supper gath­
ering in March with an excellent meal 
which was followed by entertainment 
including music by a young organist 
with music and a sing-along.
A group of members attended the Royal 
Tournament with members of the local 
Royal British Legion and a splendid 
evening was had by all. Several m em­
bers of the Association attended the 
visit to the 2nd Battalion The Royal 
Anglian Regiment at Warminster with 
M r Stan Mansfield’s Hertford Branch. 
An excellent day out with members 
enjoying a chance to drive a Warrior 
Personnel Carrier, which reminded 
them of their Bren Gun carrier days in 
Italy during the war.

Obituaries
Lord Luke, 2nd Baron of Pavenham, died on 25 
May 1996 aged 91. Served as 2IC 5 th Battalion and CO the 9th 
Battalion.

Colonel Stanley Burr TD, late of The Hertfordshire 
Regiment, President of The Hertfordshire Regiment 
Association, died on 1 August 1996.

Mr Harry Chapman died December 1995 as did 
Mr Evan Evans. Both had served in the 1st Battalion in 
India and as Chindits.

Mr Harold Govey died on 14 July 1996. Corporal 2nd 
Battalion 1940-46.

Mr W Hall on 27 February. Served with the 2nd Battalion.

Mr Joe Hodby died on 28 March 1996 aged 73. Served in 
North Africa, Italy and Greece with the 2nd Battalion.

Mr Thomas Ware died on 19 July 1996. Served in 
North Africa with the 2nd Battalion.

Mr Peter Kilby died on 18 July 1996, aged 79. Served 
with the 6th Battalion and 1/7th Queens.

Mr Tom Morley died on 2 August 1996, aged 76. Served 
with the 2nd Battalion in the BEF, CSM 5th Battalion TA and 
past Chairman of the Bedford Branch.

Mr A Bennet TD passed away on 16 September 1996, 
aged 83. Served in the 5th Battalion as Lieutenant, captured at 
Singapore and was a FEPW.
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Col JCD Heggs D L succeeded Col WG 
Dawson TD  D L as Chairman of the 
Association on 1 July 1996 and Lt Col 
FAH Swallow OBE succeeded Lt Col J L 
Wilson DL as Secretary on 27 May 1996.
Royal Tigers’ Weekend this year reverted 
to the usual format. On 22 June the 
Annual General Meeting of the 
Association was held, attended by 58 
members. After unanimous resolution 
by the meeting, Colonel Bill Dawson and 
Lieutenant Colonel John Wilson were 
made Honorary Life Members by the 
President.
The 71st annual dinner was held at the 
TA Centre, Ulverscroft Road, Leicester. 
It was most pleasing to report that once 
again the attendance was good, with over 
160 sitting down, which is admirable. 
The President of the Association, Maj 
Gen AJG Pollard CB CBE, presided.
In his speech at the conclusion of dinner, 
the President thanked the two outgoing 
Association officers for their Sterling 
work over many years. He echoed the 
views of many old Tigers in saying what 
an excellent parade we had all enjoyed 
when the Royal Anglian Regiment had 
been granted the Freedom of the City of 
Leicester the previous weekend. Royal 
Tigers Wood was a marvellous living 
memorial to the Regiment, with almost 
all the trees doing extremely well. It had 
survived the drought and was really 
beginning to look delightful. The 
President concluded his address by 
thanking the 7th Battalion and the 
Leicestershire and N ortham ptonshire 
ACF for all their help with the arrange­
ments for the weekend. After the 
General had proposed the Loyal Toast 
and the Toast to The Regiment, the 
reunion continued, both bars trading 
happily into the night.
On Sunday the weather was kind for the 
Annual Service in Leicester Cathedral, 
attended by the Lord Lieutenant of 
Leicestershire, the Lord Mayor of 
Leicester, the Vice Chairman of 
Leicestershire County Council and the 
Assistant Chief Constable of Leicester. 
The Provost of Leicester took the service

and the preacher was the Rev Canon 
James Clarke. The Standard of the 
Association was carried by M r RE Jones. 
After the service, the civic dignitaries 
supported the Lord Lieutenant when he 
took the salute as the Association 
marched past. After the usual march to 
the Town Hall and dismissal, members 
returned to the TA Centre to continue 
the reunion. This year solid sustenance 
was added to the usual liquid variety, and 
as this proved extremely popular it will 
be repeated in future years.
It was another very successful weekend, 
which would not have been possible 
without so much support from 7 R 
ANGLIAN. Their willing assistance is 
very much appreciated by us all.
On 10 September Fred Norwich and 
John Sheppard represented the 
Association at the 100th birthday party 
of a Somme veteran, ex-Private John 
Wilson, at the Bradgate Suite at Filbert 
Street. He had been sent a telegram and 
he was presented with a Regimental tie 
and some of his favourite sherry. It was a 
very happy, successful and memorable 
occasion.
The annual reunion of the 50th/8th/lst 
Battalion was brought forward to the last 
Saturday in September to allow members 
to take advantage of better weather. 
There were 24 members present, most of 
them familiar faces from the previous 
years, and they had an excellent evening. 
Again, they expressed their sincere 
thanks to 7 R ANGLIAN for use of the 
TA Centre, and to the barman and care­
taker who arranged an excellent buffet 
and who both contributed enormously to 
the success of the evening. Next year’s 
reunion will be on 27 September 1997.
The Chairman of the Association visited 
Princetown on 20 October for the 50th 
Anniversary of the opening o f the 
Princetown Battlefield State Park, d u r­

ing which the 1777 battle was re-enacted. 
This is seen as a very important event in 
American history. It marked the turn of 
the tide in the fortunes of General 
George Washington.
On 3 January 1777, as he was successful­
ly slipping round the left flank of Lord 
Cornwallis’s Force, he was seen by 
Lieutenant Colonel Mawhood of the 
17th Regiment Foot (later The Royal 
Leicestershire Regiment) who were 
m arching to Trenton to reinforce 
Cornwallis. Mawhood quickly re­
deployed his Battalion and engaged the 
enemy and, indeed, attacking with bayo­
net, put what turned out to be 
Washington’s flank guard to rout; but 
the 17th Foot were heavily outnum ­
bered, something like twenty to one (244 
alt ranks against Washington’s force var­
iously estimated at not less than between
5,000 and 6, 000 troops). After several 
hours of very hard fighting, Washington 
had the 17th Foot totally surrounded. 
The Regiment, unaided and with no 
hope of any reinforcement, eventually, 
and again with the use of bayonet, broke 
out and joined Lord Cornwallis, thus 
achieving their original aim. That is a 
brief resume of a very sharp but impor­
tant action. Because of their exemplary 
conduct the 17th Foot were allowed to 
display the uninterrupted laurel wreath 
around the Tiger Badge on Regimental 
collar-dogs. The Battlefield State Park 
authorities invited Colonel Heggs to give 
a presentation on the Battle from the 
British point of view and he jumped at 
the chance! The site of the battlefield is 
a beautiful place. The enthusiasm of the 
“ re-enactors" of the Battle had to be seen 
to be believed, as did the kindness and 
hospitality extended to him as their 
guest. The title of his presentation was 
“The Battle of Princetown- WE DON’T  
T H IN K  WE LOST” (by an officer of the 
17th Regiment of Foot). They listened 
very attentively, but it is still not clear if 
the Americans got the full message!

3rd Battalion The Royal Anglian Regiment Officers’ 
Dinner Club Luncheon, 11 October

The following attended the 3rd Battalion Officers' Dinner Club Luncheon at 
Warley on 11 October 1996:
Colonel and Mrs D Lacey 
Colonel and Mrs GCP Morgan 
Colonel and Mrs RA Shervington 
Colonel CAF Thomas 
Lieutenant Colonel TDA Veitch

Major and Mrs JA Bacon 
Major JA Girdwood 
Major and Mrs JG Hancock 
Major DJ Thorogood 
Major I’H Williamson MBE

75



Associations

Annual Reunion 1996
The annual reunion was held on 6th and 
7th July. The various Regimental meet­
ings and the Dinner were held on the 
Saturday and the Comrades’ Church 
Parade and Reunion on the Sunday.
The dinner was held, as usual, in the TA 
Centre with 190 members in attendance. 
General Sir John Akehurst presided and 
proposed the toasts of “The Queen” and 
our “Colonel-in-Chief” . General 
Akehurst said that telegrams of good 
wishes had been received from Her 
Majesty The Queen and from HRH 
Princess Alice, Duchess of Gloucester, in 
reply to loyal telegrams sent to them ear­
lier. In his speech General Akehurst wel­
comed all the comrades present, but 
especially M r Henry Chater(who had 
been made an Honorary Member of the 
Association on his 100th Birthday) and 
Mr. Jack Saunders. They had both 
fought on the Somme and still lived in 
Northampton. He then introduced the 
new Area Secretary before thanking his 
predecessor for his excellent work on 
behalf of the Association. He presented 
Lt Col Wilson with some Regimental sil­
verware mounted in a special case, a 
mantelpiece clock and a cheque towards 
a greenhouse, the money for which had 
been donated as a result of an appeal by 
the Chairman. The President thanked 
all those responsible for the excellent 
arrangements and meal, before propos­
ing the toast to “The Regiment”.
The next day the weather was good for 
the Church Parade. The turnout was as 
good as ever and the march, headed by 
The Royal Anglian Regiment TA Band, 
was enjoyed by marchers and spectators 
alike. The Church Service was well 
attended and as usual stimulating. The 
address was given by the Rev Keith 
Anderson, the vicar of the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre. After the service the 
parade returned to Gibraltar Barracks for 
dismissal, en route giving an “eyes right” 
to the Mayor of Northampton, who took 
the salute, and to our President.
4th Northamptons 
(1939-1946) 50th 
All Ranks Dinner
The 4th Battalion celebrated its half-cen- 
turv with their annual, and sadly last, 
dinner at the TA Centre, Clare Street,

Northampton on Friday 3 May 1996. 76 
comrades and chauffeurs attended. A 
moment’s silence recalled the deaths of 
members who had died since last year. 
After Grace by the President, Peter 
Scopes, the comrades launched in to a 
fine meal prepared by Mr and Mrs 
Wragg. In addition, Mrs Wragg had 
made a splendid celebratory cake, deco­
rated with the Regimental badge, to 
mark the occasion. After speeches and 
toasts, James Braddock presented 
Regimental shields to three members of 
the Committee for long and outstanding 
service to the Reunion - Peter Scopes, a 
founder member with a 100% attendance 
record and Treasurer from 1963; Freddie 
Bells, for a 100% attendance record and 
for many years on the Committee, and 
Victor Harding for the duties of 
Secretary and Chairman from 1981. As a 
result of the poll which had decided that 
this should be the last reunion of its 
kind, the Chairman called for all-out 
support for the Regimental Weekend 
held on the first weekend in July each 
year. He suggested, as a start, if not 
already a member, joining the Comrades’ 
Association, for which life subscription 
costs £1. There are two Newsletters pub­
lished each year, in May and November.
A warm welcome had also been extended 
by the 70th Battalion to 4th Battalion 
Reunion Association members to their 
annual dinner in Kettering each October.
A notable reunion closed on a somewhat 
reflective note.
5th Battalion The 
Northampton Regiment 
(78th Battle-axe Division)

The 5th Battalion held its 8th reunion 
luncheon on Sunday 19 May 1996 at 
the B arnsdale Lodge H otel, near 
R utland  Water. The host, M ajor 
Donald Girdwood, welcomed all the 
ladies and gentlemen and presented 
the ladies with attractive posies. After 
the Exhortation given by Mr N Mann 
and G race said by M ajor D erek 
Hooton, Major Girdwood asked the 
assembly to stand and observe a short 
silence to mark the death since the last 
luncheon of Eddie McAlwane and of 
those others who were no longer with 
us. He also read out apologies from 
comrades unable to attend owing to ill­
ness.
Following a most enjoyable meal the 
guest of honour, Major RK Hill TD  DL, 
proposed the Toasts to Her Majesty The 
Queen, HRH Princess Alice Duchess of 
Gloucester and The Regiment.
In conclusion we again extend our grate­
ful thanks and appreciation to our gener­

ous benefactor who sponsors the lun­
cheon and to Gordon Isom for his hard 
work behind the scenes to ensure the 
smooth running of the reunion.
Peterborough Branch
The Branch was invited to attend the 
very fine parade in Peterborough on 30 
March 1996 when the 5th  Battalion 
Colours were laid up in the Cathedral 
and the new Regiment was rebadged to 
Royal Logistic Corps. We record our 
thanks to Lieutenant Colonel Baylis and 
his RSM who have gone out o f their way 
to help our Branch and make it welcome 
on so many occasions. We wish the RLC 
well in their new role and hope they con­
tinue to host our reunion dinners in 
Peterborough.
In April, following the rebadging parade, 
we held our annual Reunion Evening in 
Huntingdon . Again this year we met at 
the Conservative Club and a very happy 
evening it was. A fish and chip supper 
was prepared by the Club, which was par­
ticularly well received, and we were 
delighted to continue our strong links 
with Huntingdon, where many people 
served at the TA Centre.
Our local meetings continue to be held at 
the Woolpack in Stanground, a good 
venue. We continue to welcome Royal 
Anglian members to the Branch and 
attendances remain high. During the 
Summer the joint barbecue with the 
Cambridgeshire Regiment went off well. 
It was a fine summer evening and good 
hospitality and refreshments, both liquid 
and otherwise, were greatly enjoyed in 
the pretty garden of the Woolpack, on the 
edge of the River Nene.
The Branch still has many enthusiastic 
members to keep it active, and with 
increasing membership. It is hoped that 
any of the readers of the Castle who are 
not on our mailing list and would like to 
attend regular meetings, dinners or oth­
erwise, will contact us.

Officers’ Lunch Party

The Officers’ Dining Club held their 
annual lunch on 3 May 1996. This year a 
new venue was used, the magnificent and 
most interesting Officers Mess of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps, Millbank, 
London, thanks to the kind hospitality 
of Col. John Richardson who, when a 
young officer, served in the 1st Battalion 
The Northamptonshire Regiment. A 
pleasant menu and impressive wines 
from the Mess Cellar made it a particu­
larly memorable occasion. T he 
Regiment Secretary, L t Col John Wilson,
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and his wife were “dined out” and his 
successor and his wife “dined in” as 
guests. General Akehurst presented Lt 
Col John Wilson with a Regimental tie, a 
token of the Regiment’s thanks for his 
outstanding service.

Private James Osborne VC
The Association recently contributed 
towards cleaning the headstones and 
restoring the graves of Private Osborne, 
who won the Victoria Cross on 22 
February 1881 when the 58th Foot 
(Rutlandshire) was in Natal during the

First Boer War, and of his wife who was 
buried next to him  in Wigginton, near 
Tring, Hertfordshire. A service of reded­
ication was held on Sunday 29 
September 1996, attended by the 
Chairm an and Secretary. Private 
Osborne’s granddaughter and her family 
attended, and the church was packed. 
After the rededication by the Vicar, the 
Exhortation was given by the Chairman 
and a bugler from the Poachers blew the 
Last Post and Reveille. Anyone near 
W igginton would enjoy visiting the 
Graves in a lovely village graveyard.

Visit To The Poachers

It has been arranged for members of The 
Association to visit the Poachers on 
Wednesday 30 April 1997 at The School 
o f Infantry. Coaches will take members 
to W arm inster from N ortham pton, 
Peterborough and Felixstowe, but any 
members who wish to make their own 
travel arrangements may do so. Anyone 
who might be interested in participating 
should please write to the Area Secretary 
by end January 1997.

Births, Marriages and Deaths
Vikings Marriages

Bevan On Jun 08 Sgt Bevan to Janine Jenkins O n Aug 30 Pte Jenkins to Elizabeth
Boreham On Jul 20 Cpl Boreham to Elizabeth Liddell O n Aug 10 Pte Liddell to Myra
Brown On Aug 20 Cfn Brown (REME) to Melita Phair On Jun 22 Pte Phair to Melanie
Brown On June 26 Pte Brown to Claire Picton O n Aug 02 LCpI Picton to Catherine
Burrell On Jul 20 Maj Burrell to Susie Plumton On May 04 Cpl Plumton to Teresa
Bygrave On Apr 27 Pte Bygrave to Jackie Rackham On Mar 02 Cpl Rackham to Paula
Carter On Aug 10 Sgt Carter to Alanna-Laurie Reid On Aug 21 Pte Reid to Tracy
Codling On Jul 19 LCpI Codling to Julie Root On May 04 Pte Root to Tasmin]
Douglas On Aug 03 Pte Douglas to Ruth Stapley On Jul 20 Pte Stapley to Clarie
Fordham On Sep 14 Pte Fordham to Marie Tawse On Aug 14 Pte Tawse to Nicola
Green On Aug 07 Pte Green to Jacqueline Tinkler On Jul 27 LCpI Tinkler to Michelle
Groves On Aug 17 Pte Groves to Marie Trigg On Aug 17 Capt Trigg to Racheal
Hales On Oct 04 Pte Hales to Kathryn Ward On Jul 12 LCpI Ward to Anne
Hasnip On Jul 27 LCpI Hasnip to Abigail Weston On Aug 03 Capt Weston to Hazel
Haylett On Aug 17 Pte Haylett to Katherine Willsher On May 11 Pte Willsher to Kerry
Hicks On Aug 24 LCpI Hicks to Danyala

Vikings Births
Freeman To Cpl and Alison Freeman, a son, Kieran
Milne To LCpI and Julia Milne, a daughter, Jenna
Richardson To Pte and Kelly Richardson, a daughter, Tammy Louise
Chandler To Pte and Diane Chandler, a son, Ben Robert William
Traves To Sgt and Samantha Traves, a daughter, Dakota
Neal To Pte and Julie Neal, a daughter, Sharron
Howlett To Cpl and Carole Howlett, a daughter, Brooke
Moller To LCpI and Sarah Moller, a son, Samuel
Wiltshire To Pte and Donna W iltshire, a son, Jack
Hardy To LCpI and Debbie Hardy, a daughter, Michelle
Hogston To LCpI and Joanne Hogston, a son, Toby
Wood To Cpl and Tracy Wood, a daughter, Grace
Dennis To LCpI and Toni Dennis, a daughter,Francesca
Shaw To Sgt and Kim Shaw, a son, Harry
Chalkley To LCpI and Lorraine Chalkley, a son, Christopher
Robinson To CSgt and Karen Robinson, a daughter, Dannielle Shannon
Charles To LCpI and Nicola Charles, a son, Matisse
Patrick To Cpl and Joanne Patrick, a daughter, Chloe
Watts To Cpl and Bridget Watts, a son, Benjamin
Brown To Pte and Claire Brown, a son, Jake
Groves To Pte and Maria Groves, a son, Leon
McAllister To Cpl and Caroline McAllister (REME), a son, Bruce
Rackham To Cpl and Paula Rackham, a son, Bradley

Russell To W02 and Moira Russell (AGC), a son, Joseph
Stringer To Cpl and Evonne Stringer, a daughter, Sophie
Cook To Maj RA Cook and Celia , a son, George Edward
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Poachers Marriages

Horne On 9 Aug 96, Cpl Horne to Afrodita
Jackson On 12 Oct 96, Cpl Jackson to Frances Valerie
Bliss On 7 Aug 96, Pte Bliss to Claire Elizabeth
Sumner On 21 Sep 96, LCpl Sumner to Donna Angela
Crockett On 24 Aug 96, Pte Crockett to Lisa Marie
O’Connor On 6 Jul 96, Pte O’Connor to Jessica Louise Henrietta
Edwards On 22 Jun 96, LCpl Edwards to Melanie
Dyson On 27 Apr 96, Lcpl Dyson to Louise Ann
George On 12 Apr 96, Pte George to Rebecca
Smith On 6 Jul 96, Pte Smith to Tiffany Vanessa
Leeke On 21 Sep 96, Pte Leeke to Lisa Jane
Hills On 24 Aug 96, Lcpl Hills to Karen Marie
Blair On 29 Jun 96, Pte Blair to Julie Anne
Staples On 3 Aug 96, Pte Staples to Karen Louise
Rushby On 17 Aug 96, Pte Rushby to Clair Louise
Crozier On 2 Apr 96, Pte Crozier to Jody Lynn
Waters On 24 May 96, Pte Waters to Helen Marie
Bell On 4 Apr 96, Pte Bell to Sarah Caroline Catherine
Harris On 25 May 96, LCpl Harris to Georgina Yvonne
Oliver On 17 Aug 96, Pte Oliver to Julia Ann
Clegg On 6 Apr 96, Pte Clegg to Stephanie Christine
Morgan On 24 Aug 96, Pte Morgan to Alison Julie
Brawn On 4 May 96, Pte Brawn to Donna Michelle
Clements On 26 Oct 92, Lt Col DJ Clements to Antonia Addington

Poachers Births
Mutch
To Sgt & Mrs Mutch, a son, Bobby 
Hack
To Lcpl & Mrs Hack, a daughter, Courtney Marie 
Grice
To Lcpl & Mrs Grice, a son, Daniel Robert 
Thompson
To Pte & Mrs Thom psons daughter, Emma 
Gray
To Lcpl Gray, a daughter, Olivia McKenzie

6th Battalion Marriages

Bailey
On 27 Jul 96, Capt PD Bailey to Miss Ruth Lyons

Obituaries
Major General C R Turner Cain 
CB CBE DSO

A physically large, avuncular figure with 
a powerful, outgoing personality, who

was known as “Uncle Bob” by his sol­
diers, he had two highly successful and 
quite different careers. As a soldier, he 
fought in the pre-war North West 
Frontier campaigns, then battled though 
Normandy and took part in the assault 
over the Rhine. In the very different 
ethos of the 1960s, based in Singapore, he 
was in charge of logistics during the 
Brunei and Borneo campaign which 
secured Malaysia against the aggressive 
intentions of Indonesia’s ruler, President 
Sukarno. After retiring from the Army, 
as chairman of the family firm, he then 
increased malt production over twenty 
years from under 5,000 to 100,000 tons 
per year.

A son of Wing Commander G Turner 
Cain, he was educated at Norwich School 
and Sandhurst before being commis­
sioned into the Norfolk Regiment in 
1932. He was posted to the 1st Bn on the 
North West Frontier of India in 1933. He 
saw active service almost straight away in 
Waziristan, taking part in operations 
against the Fakir of Ipi, a notorious fron­
tier fire-brand. For this he was men­
tioned in despatches.

Returning to England five years later, he 
became Adjutant of the Regimental 
Depot of the now Royal Norfolks in 
Norwich, where he assisted in the mobil­
isation of the Regular and Territorial Bns 
at the outbreak of war in 1939. He did

not go to France with the British 
Expeditionary Force and so fortunately 
missed the evacuation from Dunkirk. He 
rejoined the 1st Bn as a Company 
Commander in 79th Armoured Division 
after attending Staff College, Camberley, 
in 1941. In the preparations for D-Day, 
he was transferred to the 1st Herefords as 
second-in-command and as a reserve CO 
for the landings in Normandy.

The 1st Herefords were in 159th Infantry 
Brigade, which landed as part o f 11th 
Armoured Division. At the end of June, 
their CO, Jack Churcher, was promoted 
to command the brigade, and Cain took 
over the Bn. His first major action as CO 
was on 20 July 1944, during Operation 
“Goodwood”, M ontgomery’s abortive 
attempt to break out with three 
armoured divisions attacking abreast 
down a bomb carpet laid by the strategic 
bombers. Thereafter, he fought with the 
1st Herefords throughout the N orth 
West Europe campaign from Normandy 
to the Baltic.

He was awarded his DSO for his Bn’s 
crucial night assault crossing o f the 
Willems Canal at Zomeren on 21-22 
September during 11th Armoured 
Division’s attempt to reach 1st Airborne 
Division at Arnhem. Before his bridge­
head was secure, he was heavily counter­
attacked by experienced, high quality 
German infantry. Their eventual repulse

Maj Gen Bob Turner Cain died on 11 
July 1996 aged 84. Had it not been 
for the world economic depression in the 

early 1930s, Bob Turner Cain would have 
joined the family firm of Norfolk mal- 
sters. From the age of 14 he had accom­
panied his uncle, the chairman of the 
company, around the company’s mak­
ings in Northern Norfolk. By 1932, how­
ever, the malting industry was so 
depressed and (to those with a sense of 
history) signs of another war with 
Germany were so obvious that he decid­
ed to make the Army his primary career. 
But he always kept in close touch with 
the family business.
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in bitter and confused fighting enabled 
the Sappers to bridge the canal and tanks 
and a further Bn to cross and exploit his 
success by seizing the town of Asten. His 
DSO citation ends: “His sound tactical 
ability m ade possible the great success of 
h is Bn at heavy cost to the enemy; his 
coolness and personal bravery under 
enemy fire were an inspiration to all 
ranks.”
As the war ended he was awarded the 
French Croix de Guerre and was lucky 
enough to be present at the German sur­
render to Field Marshal Montgomery on 
Luneburg Heath on 4 May 1945. After a 
series of staff appointments, he was given 
war-substantive command of his own 
regiment, 1st Royal Norfolks, in 1947, 
which was stationed in Berlin during the 
breaching of the Russian blockade of the 
city by the allied air lift from the West.
By 1950 he was a student at the Joint 
Services Staff College. From there he 
went on to spend three years in the 
Military Intelligence Directorate of the 
War Office before being appointed, at 
last, to fully substantive command of 1st 
Royal Norfolks, stationed first in Hong 
Kong and then at Colchester.
After two years as the commandant of the 
Tactical W ing of the School of Infantry, 
he was promoted Brigadier in 1957 and 
seconded to the Federal Army of Malaya 
as Commander of the 1st Federal (Malay) 
Infantry Brigade with which he carried 
through some of the last jungle opera­
tions against the communist terrorist 
gangs on the Thai border. He was award­
ed the Star of Kedah for his services to 
Malaya.

He returned home in 1961 and was sent 
as Brigadier General Staff to HQ British 
Army of the Rhine. He anticipated trou­
ble of some sort with the Russians and 
took precautionary steps to strengthen 
the communications with the British 
garrison. H e was soon amply justified by 
the sudden building of the Berlin Wall.
He was appointed CBE in 1963. 
Promoted Major General in 1954, he flew 
eastwards again, this time to Singapore as 
Major General (Administration) in GHQ 
Far East Land Forces, and handled all 
the Army’s supply movement problems 
throughout the confrontation with 
Indonesia in Brunei and Borneo, a diffi­
cult task which ended in one of the tidi­
est victories secured by the British Army 
in any o f its minor postwar campaigns. 
As Denis Healey, Labour M inister of 
Defence, was able to say at the close of 
the campaign in 1966, it would be record­
ed “as one of the most efficient uses of

military force in the history of the 
world”. A campaign which ought to have 
served as a model for the USA about how 
to fight jungle warfare against a deter­
mined and ideologically motivated oppo­
nent, it secured the future of Malaysia 
against what was at the time a large and 
menacing enemy.
Turner Cain retired in 1967. Appointed 
CB that year, he became Deputy Colonel 
of the Royal Anglian Regiment into 
which the Royal Norfolks had been 
amalgamated.
His second career as a malster had 
opened before he retired from the Army. 
At his request, the Army Board had 
allowed him to take over the chairman­
ship of the family firm in 1962. Besides 
the twenty-fold increase of malt produc­
tion during his time as chairman, two 
new makings were built, and transport 
and cereal products companies were 
added. By the tim e he retired in 1982, the 
firm had become Anglia M altings 
(Holdings). When he handed over, he 
became president of the family business.
He married Lamorna M aturin Hingston, 
daughter of Colonel G B Hingston, in 
1938. They had a son and a daughter. His 
family survive him.
We extend our sympathy to his family.

B y permission “Times ”

Major L H B  Colvin MC

Maj Leslie Colvin died on 2 October 
1996 at the age of 88. He served his 
beloved 2nd Bn T he L incolnshire 

Regiment from 1940 - 1945 as Platoon 
and Company Commander and as its 
Second in Command and CO during the 
final attack on Bremen. He was awarded 
the Military Cross on July 1944 for his

leadership and gallantry during the 
Battle of Herouvillette, where the 2nd 
Lincolnshires, practically unsupported, 
met stiff opposition and stubborn resis­
tance. Leslie Colvin led from the front 
and was soon engaged in fierce close 
quarter fighting, himself shooting two 
Germans at point blank range.
After the war, he served with the 1st and 
4th/6th Battalions and was Garrison 
Commander of Penang. For a time later 
he worked for MI6.
We extend our sympathy to his wife, 
Edna Mary, and family.

RPB

Captain T H Bullock MBE

Capt Tom Bullock died suddenly 
w hilst attending the Regimental 
Gathering at Oakington on 1 September 

19%. He joined the Army in late 1944 
and after training joined the 1st Bn The 
Essex Regiment in India, serving in 
Poona, Bangalore and Bombay at a time 
of internal security following the mutiny 
of the Indian Navy. He was an instructor 
with 1 Essex when it was the East 
Anglian Brigade Training Bn at 
Colchester from 1948 - 51 and at that 
time many future officers, including Maj 
Gen Keith Burch, benefitted from his 
initial instruction as an NCO of the 
potential officers squad.
Tom, as well as being an excellent soldier, 
was also a family man, and, seeing no 
prospect of m arried quarters in 
Germany, he left the Army so that he 
could be with Doris.
He worked for Ford at Dagenham for a 
while but could not accommodate the 
Trade Union approach to life. After an 
altercation  with a shop steward he 
rejoined the Essex Regiment. His ability 
earned him rapid promotion but his lack 
of seniority due to broken service slowed 
his progress. The reorganisations follow­
ing the am algam ations o f the 1960s 
helped in some measure to solve this 
problem  as in 1963, after tours in 
Germany, Malaya and Northern Ireland,
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Births, Marriages and Deaths
Tom, as a substantive Sergeant, was post­
ed as A/CSM of A Company 1st East 
Anglian and went to Aden in 1964. His 
performance then was outstanding and 
he gained accelerated substantive promo­
tion to Colour Sergeant and then to W02.
Leaving the 1st Battalion he had a tour as 
a TA PSI before becoming RSM of the 
3rd Bn in which capacity he again served 
in Aden, briefly as RSM to his previous 
recruit and then CO Keith Burch.
Because of Tom’s broken service it was 
impossible for him to gain a QM’s 
Commission but in 1970 he was appoint­
ed Lieutenant with a Short Service 
Commission. As a Captain he served as a 
Cadet Training Officer, translating on 
retirem ent to be the CCF Training 
Officer for Hurstpierpoint College.
In retirement he continued to be active 
in Regimental affairs and was for several 
years President of the WOs’ and 
Sergeants’ Past and Present Association, 
chairing its Dinner at Bassingbourn in 
inimitable style. He was in many ways 
the original “chirpy chappie”, his gift of 
repartee and ribbold comment spurred 
many an idle soldier to greater effort and 
defused, some say deflated, an occasional 
tense situation involving a senior officer. 
He inspired great affection and loyalty 
from both his subordinates and those for 
whom he worked. His unfailing cheerful­
ness in all situations was both his hall­
mark and his greatest strength.
Tom will be greatly missed in the 
Regiment, by SSAFA and the hospital 
for which he did voluntary work and 
above all by his family. We extend our 
sym pathy to D oris, A nthony and to 
his family. Perhaps we can take some 
com fort from the way he left us, 
wearing his m edals and am ongst h is 
old com rades. He w ould have appre­
ciated that.

WCD

Captain C B Scott

Colin Scott died on 10 May 1996 at the 
early age of 59. He joined the 1st Bn 
The Essex Regiment from RMA 

Sandhurst serving in C Company at 
Goslar.
He resigned his commission as gunfire 
had affected his hearing, thus cutting 
short a promising military career. He 
spent a short time in industry when he 
became a voluntary prison visitor. This 
drew him to seek a new life in the Prison 
Service and he was appointed an 
Assistant Governor Class II in 1964.He 
attended a course at the Prison Services 
College and went from there for five 
years to Dartmoor. He was promoted and 
held a number of appointments at a wide 
variety of prison institutions each time 
gaining further seniority. He finally fin­
ished as a Governor Class 1 when his 
career was cut short as he had to undergo 
major surgery for cancer. He recovered 
from this operation but was not up to the 
strain of command. The Prison Service 
loaned him on attachment to help the 
Birmingham Institute for the Deaf. He 
was in this appointment when he died.
Colin had made his mark in his second 
profession. He was remarked upon as “A 
good organiser who expected high stan­
dards, a kind man who put great emphasis 
on fairness. The increasing complexity of 
management did not enthuse him but his 
loyalty was such he would always try to 
follow the lead from Headquarters”.
His association with the Army left him 
with a keen interest in military history. 
He was renowned for his skill and knowl­
edge of Scottish country dancing. He was 
also a keen fell walker.

RHM

Lieutenant Colonel 
G R Yates

Geoffrey Yates was born on 14 February 
1927. He was educated at Haberdashers’ 
Aske’s in Hertfordshire and was commis­

sioned into the N ortham ptonshire 
Regiment on 21 December 1946.
He was an extremely capable Regimental 
Officer, but his true forte was on the 
Staff. After regimental service and a tour 
in West Africa, he went to the Depot as 
Adjutant to Michael Goodale, before 
returning to regimental duties with the 
1st Bn in Hong Kong. On arrival he took 
over Support Company before moving on 
to become 2IC C Company. After amalga­
mation with The Royal L incolnshire 
Regiment, the new Bn moved to Cyprus 
and Geoffrey became OC B Company, 
which was detailed to Aden in an inde­
pendent operational role. He was pro­
moted to Lieutenant Colonel on 30 June 
1972. He was recognised as an expert in 
Time and Motion Studies and his last 
appointm ent in the Arm y was as 
Commander and Chief Instructor of the 
Joint Army/RAF Work Study School.
Geoffrey was a good marksm an with a 
rifle and was in the Regimental shooting 
team on many occasions. He was a keen 
golfer and an expert water skier, but 
above all he loved sailing. He was a mas­
ter mariner and a very keen yachtsman. 
W hilst having a great respect for the 
power of the sea, his knowledge and abil­
ity were such that the English Channel 
was seldom a problem.
Geoffrey retired on 18 July 1975. For 14 
years he was in local government on the 
staff of the Royal Borough o f Kingston, 
retiring as a Chief Officer in the planning 
department.
Geoffrey died at Hindhead on 11 May 
1996 after a long illness, born with great 
courage. He had a lovely sense o f hum our 
and will be sadly missed by all of us who 
had the privilege of serving with him.
The sympathy of the Regiment is extend­
ed to his wife Barbara and their sons 
Andrew and Graham and their families. 
Geoffrey was one of those m en who only 
made friends, never enemies.

PK

Deaths
In addition to the Obituaries, we regret to record the deaths o f the following: 
Maj(QM) LB Day, 3 East Anglian, 12 Feb 96.
Capt SFA Parker, 26 Apr 96.
Pte D G Lockwood (V), 7th(V) Bn, on 16 May 96 at the Royal 
Naval Hospital, Haslar, following an incident in Gibraltar.
Col (ACF)M H (Malcolm) Best, formerly Royal Lincolnshire 
Regt and ACF County Commandant for Lincolnshire, 7 Jun 96. 
Capt(ACF) D B (Doug or “Bomber”) Harris MSM, formerly 
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment, 3 East Anglian, 3rd 
Bn and RSM 5th Bn., 10 Jun 96.(A full obituary follows in the 
next ‘Castle’)
Mrs Valerie Cobbold, wife of Maj Tony Cobbold, 15 Jun 96.
CSgt A D (Andy) Deller, former 3rd Bn, drowned by flash floods 
in Oman while serving with the Royal Oman Police, 20 Jun 96.

W Ol R (Roy) Smith, formerly 1st Bn, 22 Jun 96.(A full obituary 
follows in the next ‘Castle’)
Capt TW Gough (V), 23 Jun 96
Capt H (Howard) Eaton, formerly Cpl 1st East Anglian and 1st 
Bn, later Int Corps, 30 Jun 96.
Maj RHA Painter, 3 East Anglian, 16 Aug 96 
Maj JR Griffin, 2 East Anglian, 17 Aug 96 
Mr R G Padbury, formerly 1st Bn, 28 Sep 96.
Lt Col C T Marshall, formerly Royal Leicestershire Regiment 
and 4th Bn, 2 Oct 96.
Lt J Hawkins, 1st Bn, 10 Dec 96
We extend our condolences and sympathy to their families and friends.
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Notices
The Memoirs of Major General 
John Gaspard 
Le Marchant 1766 -1812
(Sandhurst to Salamanca)
This book to be published by Spellmount Limited in July 1997 as 
one o f a series of military classics, is a facsimile of the much 
sought-after rare memoirs of a great soldier first published in 1841 
by his son Sir Denis Le Marchant MR General Le Marchant, 
described by Sir Charles Oman as "The Scientific Soldier”, found­
ed RMA Sandhurst and the Army Staff College, designed a new 
British cavalry sabre and instructed the Army in its use. His 
Headmaster described him as “the greatest dunce I ever met”, and, 
at the age of sixteen, he challenged his first commanding officer to 
a duel, yet he survived to rise to a position of considerable influ­
ence as a military visionary. He proved himself a born commander 
and he led the famous cavalry charge at Salamanca in 1812: his 
death in that battle robbed the Army of one of its most able, tal­
ented and courageous leaders. Sir Denis, Clerk to the House of 
Commons for 23 years, gives a unique insight to the politics and 
mores of the British Army during the Napoleonic Wars. The book 
includes an up to date introduction by Nick Leadbetter, a retired 
REME officer, and the Foreword is by David G Chandler, one of 
the twentieth century’s leading military historians. Priced at 
£24.95, it is a 352 page hardback book with 11 colour plates, a map 
of the battle of Salamanca and the family tree.
Advance copies (p&p free) can be ordered direct (cheques to 
Spellmount Ltd) from:
NALeadbetter, Centuries House, London Lane, Ascott-U- 
Wychwood, Oxfordshire 0X 7 6AN. (Telephone 01993 831571).

Notice for Collectors
Approximately 100 campaign medals awarded to soldiers of The 
Northamptonshire Regiment from the Crimean War (1854-56), 
Boer War (1899-1902) to the Great War (1914-18) [They are all 
inscribed with the army number, rank and names of the recipi­
ents], plus a collection of World War Two medals. All mounted in 
baize-lined drawers in an oak cabinet (16” x 10” x 14”).
A collection of 52 cap badges and 52 sterling silver medals of the
52 Great British Regiments now disbanded, in a brass-bound 
sapele case (21” x 14” x 5”). Limited edition.
Approximately 100 military band records (33 1/3 rpm) from all 
over the world (UK, Europe, Scandinavia, Russia, Hungary, 
Czechoslavakia, Far East including China, Japan, Singapore & 
T hailand, USA, Canada, etc.
Please contact: Major Peter Scopes, Rectory Cottage, Barnwell, 
Northamptonshire PE8 SPG (Tel: 01832-272814) for further 
information.
Royal Cambridge Home for Soldiers’ 
Widows
The Royal Cambridge Home for Soldiers’ Widows at Hampton 
Court offers residential care to 30 soldiers’ widows at a modest 
rate. Details are held at RHQ.
Haigh Homes
Haigh Homes advertise unfurnished houses and flats to let to ex- 
Servicemen and women at favourable rents in 50 localities 
throughout the UK. Details are held at RHQ and by Area 
Secretaries.

World War II Tour of Burma, 
“Beyond the Chindwin”
Silken East is the first tour company to run tours for ex- 
Servicemen to Burma. Details of the 16 day tours, which can be 
tailor-made to a party, are available from RHQ.

Wanted - Military Knights of Windsor
The MOD is seeking recruits to the Military Knights of 
Windsor. Of the 12 posts for officers 4 are for Late Entry Officers. 
Applicants wishing to join the Regimental Secretary on the wait­
ing list are required to reside at Windsor Castle and pay for fuel 
and light only, receiving a small stipend which covers Council 
Tax and water rates. In return Knights are obliged to carry out 
not too onerous public duties. Details available at RHQ.

Society of Friends of The National 
Army Museum
The Regiment has joined The Society of Friends of the 
National Army Museum. The Society helps NAM to acquire 
important historical items that might otherwise be lost to the 
general public. M embership, available to any member of the 
Regiment through RHQ, provides access to visits, newsletters, 
special exhibitions and the exchange of information.

The Regular Forces Employment 
Association (RFEA)
Only half of those eligible for RFEA’s free life-time job finding 
service actually register with them. The following describes the 
work of RFEA, whose benefits are strongly recommended to 
other ranks leaving the Army:

Our task is to assist all ex-regular servicemen and women who 
did not hold commissioned rank to find employment provided 
they served with good character for a minimum of three years 
(or less if discharged on medical grounds). We take a long term 
interest and can, as a registered charity, offer our free coun­
selling service to them throughout their working lives. Since 
March 1996 this service has been extended to any officer who 
served in the ranks for a m inim um  of three years.

The RFEA works together with the Tri-Service Resettlement 
organisation the Services Employment Network/SkillBank, the 
Officers’Association and the Employment Service as part of 
the Forces resettlement service.

Our Employment Officers maintain close contact with local 
employers, also offering them  a free service from our 39 
Branches spread throughout the United Kingdom. Their 
addresses and telephone num bers can be obtained from 
Resettlement Officers, Corps and Regimental Associations, 
Jobcentres, Yellow Pages and local telephone directories.

Sadly, only half of those eligible to register with the Association 
do so but during the period 1 April 1995 - 31 March 19% the 
Association assisted 11,235 men and women with their resettle­
ment and placed 4,692 in employment. That is a 41.7% success 
rate. O f those placed 2,594 were men and women from the 
Army.

Why not contact us and see how we can help you.
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Association Branches

Royal Norfolk Regiment
HQ The Royal
N orfolk Regim ent Association and 
T h e  Norfolk Branch T he Royal 
A nglian Regim ent Association (Norfolk) 
B ritannia House,
TA C entre, 325 Aylsham Road,
Norw ich, Norfolk NR3 2AD 
Tel: (01603)400290 
P re s id e n t: Maj G en Sir David 
T h o rn e KBE CVO

King's Lynn Branch:
C h airm an: Capt A A H am m ond OBE, 
Sandena, Old M ill Road,
R oughton, Norw ich N R ll  8PE

S ecre ta ry . M rs C  H udson,
24 Rosebery Avenue,
K ing’s Lynn, N orfolk P 0 3 0  4AA 
Tel: (01553) 762478

Gt Yarmouth/Gorleston
B ran ch :
M r R C  Pillar,
16 A lder Close, Bradwell,
G t Yarmouth, Norfolk NR31 8PD

London Branch:
M r M J Frances,
4 K ingsw ood Park,
H endon  Avenue,
Finchley, L ondon N3 LUG

Norwich Branch:
M r P E Boxall,
31 B reckland Road,
New Costessey,
Norw ich NR5 ORW

Suffolk Regiment
H Q  T h e  Suffolk R egim ent O ld Comrades 
A ssociation and T h e  Royal Anglian 
R egim ent A ssociation (Suffolk & 
C am bridgeshire Branch) T h e  Keep, 
G ibraltar Barracks, Bury St. Edmunds, 
Suffolk IP33 3RN
Tel: (01284) 752394 (Wednesdays only) 

P re s id en t: Brig W  C Deller OBE

Bury St. Edmunds and 
District Branch:
M r J G ingell,
T h e  W illows, D epden,
Bury St. E dm unds,
Suffolk IP29 4BY

Ipswich Branch:
M r A E Stollery,
12 Cedar House,
2 Heatherhayes,
Ipsw ich, Suffolk IP 14  3CB

Hemel Hempstead Branch:
M r R G P icion,
45 Paston Road,
H em el H em pstead,
H ertfo rd sh ire  HP2 5A7.

Beccles Branch:
M r M I. M artin,
46 Fair Close,
Beccles, N orfolk NR34 9QR

Felixstowe Branch:
M r N  Buckingham ,
M arahaba, 18 Fairfield  Avenue, 
Felixstowe, Suffolk IP  1 9JN

Stowmarket Branch:
M r S P  Sykes BEM,
27 B room spath  Road,
S tow upland, Stowmarket,
Suffolk I P 14 4DB

Leiston Branch:
M r A A Sm ilh BEM,
95 Abbey Road,
Leiston, Suffolk IP 16 4TA

Sudbury Branch:
M r D Land,
2 Pot K iln Road,
G t Cornard,
Sudbury C010 ODA

Cambridgeshire 
Regiment
H Q  The Cambridgeshire Regiment Old 

Comrades Association and The 
C am bridgeshire Branch T he Royal 
Anglian Regim ent Association 
C/O TA C entre, Coldhams Lane, 
Cambridge CBI 3H T 
Patron: L t Col E  L  V Mapey OBE TD 
P residen t: Col W F Page MC T I)

Cambridge Branch:
Capt J Nelson,
53 Fulbourn O ld Drift,
Cherry H inton,
Cambridge CB L 4NO

Ely Branch:
M r H R H itch ,
4 Canterbury Avenue,
Ely, Cam bridgeshire CB6 3DW 
Tel: (01353) 664563

March and District Branch:
C hairm an: M r D  W H Cox,
13 Fleming C ourt,
M arch, Cambridgeshire,
PE14 9HD 
Tel: (01354) 52021

Wisbech Branch:
M ajor DS D enson  TD  
107 Drybread Road 
W hittlesey
C am bridgeshire PE7 I XL

Whittlesey/Peterborough
Branch:
M r I) G L M atthews,
3 Greengate Court,
F lag Fen Road, Eastfield,
Peterborough PE I 5LA 
Tel: (01733) 555394

Bedfordshire and 
Hertfordshire Regiment
H Q  T he Royal Anglian Regiment 
Bedfordshire and  H ertfordshire Regiment 
Association, Blenheim House,
Eagle Way, Warley, Brentwood,
Essex CM13 3BN .
Tel: Brentwood (01277) 213051 
P residen t: L t Col Sir Derek M ilman Bt MC

Hertford Branch:
M r S R M ansfield, 
la  Gwynne’s Walk,
H ertford  S G B  8AD Tel. (01992) 581551

St Alban's Branch:
M r H  R How ard,
24 Sherwood Rise, South Down, 
Harpenden, H ertfordshire AL5 LLU 
Tel: (01582) 621725

Bedford Branch:
M r W  J Baggaridge,
40 Cody Road,
Clapham, Bedford MK41 6EA 
Tel: (01234) 328160

Hitchin Branch:
M r L  Olney,
10 Abbiss Orchard, Ickleford, 
H itch in , H ertfordshire SG5 3TN 
Tel: (01462) 450710

Hertfordshire Regiment 
Association
M r C Austin,
97 W est Street,
H ertfo rd , Herts S G B  8EI 
Tel: (01992) 558757

Watford and Hemel 
Hempstead Branch:
M r E G Owens,
37 Bidshall Crescent,
D unstab le ,
Bedfordshire LU6 3NF 
Tel: (01582)665734

Luton and Dunstable 
Branch:
M r S Chapman,
86 St M argaret’s Avenue,
L u ton , Bedfordshire LU 3 L P Q  
Tel: (01582) 28976

Essex Regiment
T h e  Essex and Royal A nglian  Regim ents 
Association HQ The Royal 
Anglian  Regiment, B lenheim  House,
Eagle Way, Warley, Brentwood,
Essex CM13 3BN
Tel: (01277)213051
P re s id en t: Col G C P M organ  D L

4th Battalion Comrades 
Association:
M r E  B Hazle DCM,
11 H u n te r Avenue, Shenfield,
Essex CM 15 8Pe 
Tel: (01277)214606

7th Eagle and Gun 
Regimental Association:
M r V Foulsham ,
62 A rm strong Avenue,
W oodford Green,
Essex IG8 9PT 
Tel: (0181 531 4808)

Chelmsford and District 
Branch:
M iss S Ostler,
St M ichael’s, 1 Gloucester Avenue 
C helm sford , Essex CM2 91)P 
Tel: (01245)358724

Thurrock and District 
Branch:
M r P Giggens,
89 Salisbury  Road,
G rays, Essex RM17 6DG

Tel: (0  1 375 ) 378427

Royal Lincolnshire 
Regiment
H Q  T h e  10th Foot 
Royal L incolnshire Regim ental 
A ssociation, The Royal A nglian  
Regim ent, The Keep, Sobraon 
B arracks, L incoln LN1 3PY 
Tel: (01522) 525444
P re s id en t: Maj Gen R E J G errard-W righ t 
CB C B E

Lincoln Branch:
M r A H ibbard ,
17 R uck land  Avenue,
L in coln  LN1 3TF 
Tel: (01522) 530396

Grimsby Branch:
M r D C arroll,
87 M anor D rive, W altham ,
Grimsby, L in co lnsh ire  DN37 O N S 
Tel: (01472) 826953

Grantham Branch:
M r O H ardy,
29 P rem ier Court,
G ran tham ,
L inco lnsh ire  NG31 8F B  
Tel: (01476)66652

Spalding Branch:
M r A W aterfall,
26 Brew ster Road,
Boston, L inco lnsh ire  PE21 ODY 
Tel: (01205) 358565

Midlands Branch:
M r L W ood,
15 L anchester Road,
Radford,
Coventry CV6 3EY 
Tel: (01203) 597815

Stamford Branch:
Capt W L  Sim pson,
St Clem ent, 8 Barn H ill,
Stam ford, L in co lnsh ire  PE9 2YG

Scunthorpe Branch:
M r C Brom by,
85 Southfield Road,
S cunthorpe,
South H um bersid e  D N 16  3BT 
Tel: (01724) 859253

Northamptonshire 
Regiment
H Q  T h e  N ortham p ton sh ire  Regim ent 
Association and  T h e  Royal Anglian 
Regim ent A ssociation (N o rtham pton) 
G ibraltar Barracks, B arrack  Road, 
N ortham pton  N N l 3RE 
Tel: (01604) 35412 
C h a irm an: Col P W orthy

Corby Branch:
M r K R Fordyce,
7 M otiston Close, C orby, 
N ortham ptonsh ire

Peterborough Branch:
Maj R K  H ill T D  D L ,
Cherry O rto n  Farm,
O rton W aterville,
Peterborough PE2 5EQ

Royal Leicestershire 
Regiment
H Q  T h e  Roya!
Tigers Association and 
T h e  Royal A nglian R egim ent 
Association (L eicester)
TA Centre, U lverscroft Road, 
Leicester LE 4 6BY 
Tel: (0116) 2622749

P re sid en t. M aj Gen A J G  
Pollard CB CBE

Leicester Branch
L t Col F  A H  Swallow O B E,
T h e  Grange,
Barton Seagrave,
K ettering,
N ortham ptonsh ire N N l5 5JL

Other:

Warminster Branch:
T he Royal Anglian R eg im ent 
Association,
PO  Box 123,
H eadquarters Infantry, W arm inster,
W iltshire BA 12 O D G
Tel: (01985) 219273 E x t 2211
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Regimental Shop
PIN TRAYS - china, white, blue badge .................................................................................................................................................. £1.80
BADGES Blazer .............................................................................................................................................................................................. £8.15
Cloth ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................£0.80
Collar Offrs 1st, 2nd & 3rd Bns .................................................................................................................................................................. £14.50 pr
Lapel R Anglian (boxed) enamel .................................................................................................................. .............................................£ 4.75
Lapel R Anglian Association ......................................................................................................................................................................£1.30
BELTS Stable Med, Lge & X L ..................................................................................................................................................................£ 8.30
BOOKMARKS (old style) ........................................................................................................................................................................... £ 0.40
(new style) D rum m er printed  in colours .................................................................................................................................................. £ 0.66
Presentation of Colours April 1995 ........................................................................................................................................................... £ 1.00
BUTTONS Blazer in polished gilt - Lge & Sml .....................................................................................................................................£1.80 ea
Side Hat & Mess K it (Offrs’) .......................................................................................................................................................................£ 3.50 ea
CHRISTMAS CARDS (Regimental badge on front) ............................................................................................................................£ 0.37
COFFEE MUGS - black & yellow badge ..............................................................................................................................................£ 1.50
GLASSES

Beer Mug 1 pint ..............................................................................................................................................£1.65
Beer Glass 1 pin t straight ............................................................................................................................£1.10
W hisky ..............................................................................................................................................................£ 1.10

ICE BUCKET DRUM  .................................................................................................................................................................................. £17.85
KEY RINGS - leather - assorted colours ................................................................................................................................................ £ 0.45
PENDANTS (enamel, R Anglian Badge) on chain .............................................................................................................................. £ 7.50
PEW TER TANKARD - 1st & 2nd Bn badge ..........................................................................................................................................£19.65
POSTCARDS - H istoric Uniforms of Former Regiments

Set 1 6 ................................................................................................. .................................................................£5.00
Single Cards .....................................................................................................................................................£0.40

PRINTS (colour) - set of 8 comprising 7 Former
Regiments in period dress + R Anglian Drummer. ...............................................................................£ 5.20 set
Single prints of above .................................................................................................................................. £ 0.65 ea
Large print R Anglian Drum m er .............................................................................................................. £ 0.50 ea

REGIM ENTAL RIBBON 1.5 in” wide - same design as stable belt webbing ...............................................................................£ 2.60 mti
SHIELDS (plaques) wooden, hand painted ............................................................................................................................................£22.55
STICKERS - plastic - 12” .....................................................................................................................................................................£1.80

6” .......................................................................................................................................................................£1.25
4” .............................................................................................................................. .........................................£1.20
2” .......................................................................................................................................................................£0.80

SWEATSHIRTS - navy with white printed badge on left
breast - sizes Med & Lge .......................................................................................................................................................£ 9.50

XL .....................................................................................................................................................................£9.95
X XL .................................................................................................................................................................. £10.40

T  SHIRTS - navy, white badge, sizes
XXL .................................................................................................................................................................. £4.75
XL ................................................................................................... .................................................................£4.40
Med & Lge .......................................................................................................................................................£4.10

TABLE MATS - prints of Former Regiments & Drum m er with dark blue or red border (set of 8) .............................. .. .£33.15
TEA TOW ELS Cotton showing all cap badges of the A rm y ....................... . .....................................................................................£ 2.25
R ANGLIAN (1st & 2nd Bns) ................................................................................................................................................ £3.40

(1st,2nd & 3rd Bns) ....................................................................................................................................... £3.40
(1st,2nd,3rd & 4th B n s ) .................................................................................................................................. £ 3.40

THIM BLES - bone china, gold rim, badge in blue ..............................................................................................................................£1.60
TIES -

Regimental R Anglian (dark blue, red castles) ......................................................................................... £ 5.40
Regimental Association - P o ly es te r ............................................................................................................£ 5.00
Silk ......................................... ...........................................................................................................................£17.50

TIE  PIN/SW EETHEART BROOCH - Gold, enamel badge ..............................................................................................................£6.90
UMBRELLAS .................................................................................................................................................................................................£13.50

1. Orders, together with rem ittance, cheques/postal orders, made payable to “Royal Anglian Regiment Association”, to be posted 
RHQ The Royal Anglian Regiment, The Keep, Gibraltar Barracks, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP33 3RN. Please also include your da 
time contact telephone number.

2. All prices include VAT and are subject to manufacturers’ price increases.

3. ALL COSTS W IL L  BE CHARGED ON PARCELS FOR POSTAGE AND PACKING. If necessary please contact RHQ for post 
charges as orders will N O T be despatched without prior payment.



To order copies of Castle please fill in the form below 
and return it to RHQ

Bankers Order (Castle Magazine)
T0 ................................................................................................................................................................................... (your Bank)

................................................................................................................................................................................... (Bank Address)

Please pay now to Barclays Bank PLC, 52 Abbeygate Street, Bury St Edmunds IP33 ILL, 
and thereafter anually on the first day of June, the sum of £6.00. 
For the credit of the Royal Anglian Regiment RHQ Account (Number 30657336)
Date ............................................................... Signature.............................................................................................................

A/C No ..........................................................  Name in BLOCKS ..............................................................................

NB. This Bankers Order cancels any previous Bankers Order for the Royal Anglian Regiment HQ Account (Number 
30657336) and/or Royal Anglian Regiment Association Account (Number 50657151)

NEXT CASTLE JUNE 1997
Entries for the next edition of Castle are required by end April 1997. The following articles were received too late to be included in 
this edition but will be included in the June 1997 edition: Norfolk ACF, Royal Norfolk Regiment Association Notes.

ANSWERS TO THE TEST ON PAGE 60
1. Sgt Lenny Paul, 3rd Battalion, represented England and GB 
at Athletics in 1989. From 1989-97 he has represented GB at 
bobsleigh, including Captain of the Winter Olympics team.
2. The 1st Battalion’s current tour of NI is the Regiment’s 27th.
3. The Royal Leicestershire Regiment joined the East Anglian 
Brigade on 1 May 1963 and became the 4th Battalion of the 
Regiment on its formation on 1 September 1964. From 
September 1963 - February 1964 it had a highly successful tour 
in the Borneo Emergency, claiming 7 terrorists killed.
4. Trick question - there is no such number, although many 
illustrations show 62, the number of the French Regiment from 
which the 44th East Essex Regiment captured it at Salamanca in 
1812.

5. The Cambridgeshire Regiment (TA) never had a regular 
equivalent and it became part of the Suffolk Regiment. As a 
result, when the Suffolk and Royal Norfolk Regiments were 
amalgamated in 1959 those regular county Regiments only were 
generally, but wrongly, accepted as predecessors to 1 E 
ANGLIAN and later 1 R ANGLIAN.
6. The 3rd Battalion provided 3 officers and 28 men, the largest

contingent, for the Commonwealth Monitoring Force and 
supervised the disarming of guerillas and subsequent elections 
for the new state of Zimbabwe.

7. The black table runner was a Royal Leicestershire Regiment 
custom, sometimes adopted by the present 2nd Battalion, to 
commemorate the death of General Wolfe at Quebec in 1759 (he 
had been commissioned into the 17th Foot). Of interest, the 
48th Foot, later the Northamptonshire Regiment, attended 
Wolfe’s death with a surgeon and a soldier.

8. The 1st Battalion, commanded by Lt Col (now Maj Gen) J B 
Dye, by capturing Jebel Huriyah in the Radfan Mountains after 
an epic approach march, brought about the end of the Radfan 
Campaign.

9. The khaki beret was inherited through the 1st Battalion from 
the Royal Norfolk Regiment, who had adopted it when their 1st 
Battalion was part of 24 Guards Independent Brigade in 1942. 
The Norfolk black patch commemorates the burial of Sir John 
Moore at Corunna in 1809 by officers and men of the 9th Foot.

10. The railway train “The Royal Anglian Regiment” travels 
daily from Liverpool Street Station to Norwich.
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If the tim e has come for you to arrange your re settlement course 
and you have opted for a civilian training company, it is important 

the you exam ine closely all that is on offer, as companies may dif­
fer greatly in course content. Take some of the following examples

Car, LGV and/or PCV Courses. Some companies offer free instruc­
tion on such subjects as loading, roping, sheeting, drivers hours and 
tachographs, whilst others either don't offer it or make a charge.

C ertificate  of Professional Competence. Does the course include 
National and International exams and is it for Road Haulage or 
Passenger Transport. It is also worth asking what happens if you 
fail one of the exams i.e. will they let you attend the next course free 
and just m ake a nominal charge for the exam or do you have to pay 
for the course again?

C o m p u ter Courses. A few things to bear in mind are; how many 
subjects do they teach and are exams in all those subjects includ­
ed in the price? What level of exams are available? Can they cater 
for all students from novice through to the experienced user who 
needs to pass exams to formalise his experience?

Mix and M atch or M odular Courses. It may be possible within 
some organisations to take a course that combines different ele­
ments that when pulled together make up the essentials for job 
hunting. Take for example, an army driver with HGV2 and organi­
sational experience who aims to work in the UK Haulage industry. 
He knows that the company he wants to work for want HGV1 
licenced staff, they carry some hazardous goods and there could 
be the opportunity for promotion in the future. The answer here 
could be a course m ade up of a National CPC, a full ADR (Hazpak) 
qualification, the HGV1 licence together with an introduction to 
com puting, all of which is possible in a four week course. Again the 
only w ay to find out is to ask!

Forc*ck One |__

R e s e t t l e m e n t

New Modular Courses
p c  y - lld-y - c>\it -
C  OiVl_P U ' T I i l t  -  A D I  

A U ii
Courses Start Weeklv

OPC
Courses Start 

March, June, September,& November
from

£ 534.00
Contact 

Your resettlement Office
or ring us on 

(Basildon) 01268 284040

IMPORTANT NOTE: In July 1996 some important changes were made to the driving tests for cars. LGV's and PCV's. 
They will all require a separate written test and it will not be possible to go straight from a car licence to an LGV1 ( artic).

Crest Publications
wish to thank the Regiment 

for appointing them 
Publishers and Printers of

The Castle
Crest Publications  

Moulton Park Centre, Redhouse Road. Northampton NN3 6AQ 

Tel 01604 497565 6 Fax 01604 497688

The National 
EX-PRISONER OF WAR ASSOCIATION

They answered the call to arms, stood their ground and 
w ere made Prisoner o f War What happened behind 
barbed wire scarred them mentally and physically, and 
now  in the twilight o f age those scars in many have 
becom e an intolerable burden. Registered in 1982 
Charity No: 292804 w e exist to assist those in need. 
PLEASE HELP.
L. Allan Hon. Secretary 
9 9  Parlaunt Road.
Slough SL3 8BE  
Tele/Fax: 01753-818308

OF COLCHESTER
THE

O R I G IN A L  GARRISON TAILORS 
still p ro v id in g the  

S U P E R B  TAIL ORING SERVICE 
to  which

T H E  ARMY IN COLCH ESTER HAS 
BEEN A CC U STO M ED

Regim ental Ties. Blazer Badges & Plaques, 
Buttons. Badges. Crowns, Stars & Chevrons, 

M iniature Medals & Mess Kits 
Leather bound Berets 14 C rouch S treet & 176 Butt Road ’P h o n e (01206)575617 

Tailors to the Regiments o f Royal Anglia fo r  over 50 Years




