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The new colours during the presentation of new colours ceremony held at the Imperial War Museum Duxford in April
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From the Colonel of the Regiment

The last six months has been rather a bitter 
sweet period in the Regiment's history. The 
battle to retain our 5th Battalion was lost for 
reasons which still defeat those who were 
prepared to apply logic and fairness to the 
equation. However during this period, the 
Regiment achieved the highest number of 
honours and awards of any Regiment in the 
Northern Ireland and former Republic of 
Yugoslavia lists, including the M ilitary 
Cross For Corporal Rainey, and produced a 
Presentation of Colours Parade for our 
Deputy Colonel in Chief at the Imperial 
War Museum in Duxford at the end of 
April, that has been acclaimed by all who 
saw it. As I write, the 1st Battalion is stood 
by in Colchester, as part of the reinforce
ment Brigade for Bosnia - all our hearts I 
know are with them.

The 5th Battalion will re role as 158 (Royal 
Anglian) Transport Regiment RLC (V) in 
April 1996, after a suitable re badging 
parade, details of which will follow. In 
addition to retaining the Regiment's name in 
its title, the new Transport Regiment will 
also retain a number of the Regim ent’s 
accoutrements, including the brown beret 
and Minden Flash as a permanent reminder 
of their inheritance and the ongoing links 
with our Regimental area. Our dealings 
with the Royal Logistic Corps over this very 
difficult matter could not have been more 
friendly or constructive and I am deeply 
grateful to them for this. Ll. Col David 
Bayliss, who has just taken over the 5th 
Battalion, will also be the first Commanding 
Officer of 158 (Royal Anglian) Transport 
Regiment on transition.

The loss of the 5th Battalion next year will I 
am afraid inevitably mean a revision of our 
current battalion affiliations within our 
countries. I will be writing to all former 
regiment Association Chairmen in the next 
few weeks with our recommendations, in 
order to seek their views prior to ratification 
of the new affiliations a t the November 
Council Meeting

The presentation of New Colours to the 1 st 
and 2nd Battalions by HRH The Princess 
Margaret, our Deputy Colonel in Chief, on 
the 29th April was a magnificent occasion, 
much enjoyed by all who attended. A great 
debt of gratitude is owed by us all to RHQ 
for their excellent organisation of this major 
event and to the 1st Battalion, for bearing 
the major load of the parade, and the huge 
administrative task of guiding, seating, and 
looking after the nearly 4.000 who attended. 
Few. I believe, will forget HRH's particu
larly pertinent words to the Parade regard
ing the impact of recent reorganisations on 
our numbers. Her emphasis that this in no 
way affecting the binding ties of our long 
history with our counties and through them 
our former regiments was a message that we 
do well to remember in these turbulent 
times. I have no doubt that the presence of 
our Territorial Battalions on parade and the 
wonderful march past o f our cadets and 
association members at its conclusion will 
have done nothing but reinforce this mes
sage.

A hidden bonus of the Presentation of 
Colours was the opportunity for many of us 
to welcome and re acquaint ourselves with 
the representatives o f our affiliated regi
ments who came from Bermuda. Canada.

Belize and Barbados to mark the occasion. I 
am also delighted to report that we have 
reinstated our alliance with Regiment de la 
Rey and 1st City Regiment, both of South 
Africa.

The Northern Ireland and former Republic 
of Yugoslavia awards list published at the 
beginning of May contained no fewer than I 
OBE . 2 MBEs, 2 MIDs. 3 QCBs and 3 
QVCs for the Regimenl. sure proof of the 
quality of our officers and men when placed 
in the most testing circumstances of all. I 
am sure proof of the quality of our officers 
and men when placed in the most testing cir
cumstances of all. I am sure that the recipi
ents of these well deserved awards will how
ever agree with me that the award of the 
Military Cross lo Corporate Rainey, the first 
to the Regiment . is a superb achievement 
and crowns what is anyhow an outstanding 
list. All concerned deserve our warmest 
congratulations.

A report on the Museum Appeal appears 
elsewhere in the magazine. However, the 
enthusiasm and generosity of both serving 
and retired members of the Regiment, plus 
considerable support from our counties and 
industry, mean that we should open early in 
1996, which is wonderful news. We still 
need about £50.000 to ensure the long term 
future of the project - so keep collecting! 
My sincere thanks to all who have donated 
so far.

My Iasi wish, which has been somewhat dis
rupted by the events of the last week, is for a 
period of stability for the Regiment after the 
last few years, to allow the two regular 
Battalions to readjust to their new roles next 
year and for our two TA Battalions to settle 
down and establish themselves. Bosnia may 
disrupt part of this, but I remain as con
vinced as ever, that the sound common 
sense, dedication and professionalism, the 
hallmarks of the regiment will see us 
through come what may.

Maj (Jen PPD Stone
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Colonel-in-Chief
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH THE QUEEN MOTHER

Deputy Colonels-in-Chief
Her Royal Highness The Princess Margaret, Countess of Snowdon 

Her Royal Highness Princess Alice, Duchess of Gloucester

Deputy Colonels of The Regiment
1st, 5th (V) and 6th (V) Battalions: Lieutenant General M J D Walker, CBE 

2nd & 7th (V) Battalions: Brigadier C Groves 
Colonel D K Harris, OBE, TD, DL

President of the Regimental Association
Major General Sir David Thome. KBE

Deputy Honorary Colonels TA
Norfolk: Colonel P B D Long, OBE 
Suffolk: Brigadier W C Deller, OBE 

Cambridgeshire: Colonel J P Macdonald 
Lincolnshire: Colonel D K Harris, OBE, TD, DL 

Leicestershire: Colonel W G Dawson, TD DL 
Northamptonshire: Colonel P Worthy 

Bedfordshire: Colonel T A Winton, OBE 
Hertfordshire: Colonel N H Kelsey, OBE TD, ADC 

Essex: Colonel R C Tomkins, OBE, TD, DL

Colonel of The Regiment
M ajor General P P D Stone, CB, CBE

Honorary Chaplain to the Regiment
The Reverend T B F Hiney, MC

Alliances
Canadian Armed Forces Sherbrooke Hussars

The Lincoln and Welland Regiment
The Essex and Kent Scottish
The Lake Superior Scottish Regiment
The Royal Tasmania Regiment
3rd Battalion (Auckland {Countess of Ranfurly's Own)
and Northland) Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment
5th Battalion The Frontier Force Regiment
1st Battalion The Royal Malay Regiment
The Barbados Regiment
The Bermuda Regiment
The Gibraltar Regiment
Belize Defence Force
Regiment de la Rey,
First City

Australian Military Forces 
New Zealand

Pakistan Army
Malaysian Armed Forces
Barbados
Bermuda
Gibraltar
Belize
South Africa
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Civic Honours
The Regiment has been granted the honour of the Freedom of Bedford, Boston, Brentwood, Bury St. Edmunds, 

Cambridge, Chelmsford, Cleethorpes, Colchester, Dunstable, Ely, Grantham, Grimsby, Hertford, Hinckley, 
Ilford, Ipswich, King's Lynn, Lincoln, Lowestoft, Newham, Northampton, Norwich, Peterborough, Romford, 

Southend, Grays and Thurrock, Watford, Wellingborough, Wisbech and Yarmouth.

REGIMENTAL LOCATIONS
Regimental Headquarters:

The Keep, Gibraltar Barracks, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP33 3RN.
(Tel: 01284 752394, Fax: 752026 / Colchester Military 5124)

Regimental Secretary: Colonel C J Dale 
Assistant Regimental Secretary: Major M Jones 
Regimental Careers Officer: Major R C Gould

Area Office, Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire
Britannia House TA Centre. (Tel: 01603 400290)

325 Aylsham Road, Norwich NR3 2AD 
Area Secretary: Major W H Reeve

Area Office, Lincolnshire, Leicestershire and Northamptonshire
Gibraltar Barracks, Northampton NN1 3RE. (Tel: 0604 35412)

Area Secretary: Lieutenant Colonel J L Wilson, DL 
Sobraon Barracks, Lincoln LN1 3PY. (Tel: 01522 525444)

Area Secretary: Captain D J Lee BEM (Lincoln)

Area Office, Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and Essex
Blenheim House, Eagle Way, Warley, Essex CM 13 3BN. (Tel: 0277 213051)

Area Secretary: Major D J Thorogood

Regimental Information Team
Army Training Regiment, Bassingboum. (Tel: 0763 242271)

Captain J J Wilcox

BATTALION LOCATIONS
1st Battalion, Colchester. Lieutenant Colonel R M Brunt, OBE
(Moves to Oakington Aug 96) (Lieutenant Colonel R E Harrold Apr 96)

2nd Battalion, Celle BFPO 23. (Moves to Warminster Mar 96) Lieutenant Colonel D J Clements MBE

5th (V) Battalion (Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire & Cambridgeshire), Lieutenant Colonel D J W Baylis
TA Centre, London Road, Peterborough.

6th (V) Battalion (Norfolk, Suffolk & Essex),
TA Camp, Blenheim Camp, Bury St. Edmunds. Lieutenant Colonel C A F Thomas, TD

7th (V) Battalion (Lincolnshire, Leicestershire and
Northamptonshire), TA Centre. Ulverscroft Road, Leicester. Lieutenant Colonel J B C Prescott

Regimental Representatives
Army Training Regiment, Bassingboum: Major C J Pearce 
Infantry Training Centre, Catterick: Major R W T Pattison 

RMA Sandhurst: Captain N F C  Nottingham



Mainly about People

Parade formation during the presentation of the new colours. For full story and pictures turn to Page 40.

Honours, awards 
and retirements

WE congratulate the following on their 
awards: Maj (Ret’d) W G St Brogan DL,
the OBE and Maj T A Winton (Deputy 
Hon Col) TA (Bedfordshire) the OBE for 
services in the form er Republic of 
Yugoslavia.

We congratulate also the following on 
their awards and decorations in the Armed 
Forces Operational Service Honours List 
No. 3.

Northern Ireland:
Lt Col R M Brunt MBE the OBE; Maj P 
D Jones the MBE; Capt S J R Browne, 
the MID.

Lt M A I. Lyne, CSgt P Tilley, S/Sgt 
K P Keen, Cpl S Gales, Cpl S M Riley,
and Pte S P Clegg, Joint Commanders' 
Commendation.

Former Republic of Yugoslavia:
Maj A J C W ild, the MBE ; Cpl A J 
Rainey, the MC: Col .1 A McColl OBE, 
MID; QCB to Maj R J Kemp MBE. LCpI 
S P Ollerton and S/Sgt I) A Robinson; 
QCVS to ('apt S D Etherington. Capt P S 
Leslie and Lt Col S L Porter.

To CSgt C J Cooper, Cpl K J James; 
Capt A Jones, Pte N R Norman. Pte (now

Mr) P 1) Quilter, Cpl I J Robinson, Sgt C 
Tate, Maj M H Wenham and Pte C J 
Winter, the GOC’s Commendation.

Newly Commissioned:
WE welcomed into the Regiment 2I,t E J 
M Osborne on Apr 13. 1995 from the 
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. He is 
now posted to the 1st Battalion.

Redundancies:
THE follow ing have been selected for 
redundancy this year: Brig A Behagg 
MBE, Brig A J Calder O BE, Brig C 
Groves, Brig T Longland OBE and Col M 
K Goldschmidt.

All were volunteers.

Retired:
Maj Tim Townley on Nov I. 1994; Capt 
Bruce Pettit on Feb 28. 1995; Maj Frank 
Froud on Mar I. 1995; 2Lt Stephen  
Sutcliffe on Mar 27, 1995; Capt Nicholas 
Palmer on Mar 31. 1995; Capt Stephen 
Gandy on Mar 31. 1995; Lt Roger 
McClure on Mar 31. 1995.

We wish them all the best of good for
tune in civilian life.

From the Padre
A spur to us all

FOR those of us on parade at the presenta
tion of colours to  the 1st and 2nd 
Battalions, it seemed very appropriate that 
this historic occasion took place just one 
week before the observance of the 50th 
anniversary of VE Day. The colours were 
consecrated. That is to say declared sacred 
and also set apart. Sacred because they 
enshrine all the finest qualities that God has 
given us. Set aside because those who serve 
under them, those who follow the colours 
are themselves set aside.

"There's something about a soldier." 
There certainly is. For behind the style and 
swagger, there is the promise of unlimited 
liability which no civilian is called upon to 
give. This year we give thanks to God for 
relative peace, and give thanks to so many 
soldiers, sailors, airmen and civilians who 
enabled the victory over evil to come about, 
at so great a cost.

It was stirring on that April morning at 
Duxford to sec these new colours unfurled 
and set aside, inheriting all the traditions of 
the former regiments, tangible reminders of 
all the courage of so many of our regimental 
forebears. We salute the colossal efforts of 
those w ho fought and those who were impris
oned in the Far East during the last war. For 
all those who served in the European theatre 
of war. Our new colours are reminders of all 
these things and a spur to us all to be better 
and to do better in the future

Tom Hiney
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Mainly about People

Steel backs to be 
re-roled in transport

AS everyone w ill know, 1994 has 
marked a further reorganisation of the 
Territorial Army and despite repre
sentation and excellent support within 
our nine counties, including all our 
nine Lord Lieutenants, the decision  
went against the Regiment and the 5th 
B attalion is to be re-roled  as a 
Transport Regiment.

Meetings were held between the 
Colonel of the Regiment and Maj Gen 
D L Burden CBE DG Log Sp (A) in the 
early part of this year at which the fol
lowing decisions were made:

■  once re-roled the new Regiment's 
full title will be 158 (Royal Anglian) 
Regim ent Royal L ogistic  C orps 
(Volunteers), abbreviated where appo
site to 158 (R Anglian) Regt RLC(V);
■  Squadron's titles are to reflect 
their geographical affiliations by towns 
as follows:

200 (Peterborough)  HQ  Sqn
201 (Bedford) Sqn
202 (Ipswich) Sqn
203 (Loughborough) Sqn

■  The 5th Battalion is to continue to 
operate in its infantry role until 
November 95. Between 1 Nov 95 and I 
Apr 96 the Regiment is to start adjust
ment to its revised organisation, estab
lishment and role. On or about I Apr
96 the Regiment is to adopt its new 
identity including its new title and uni
form. The target date for the Regimenl 
to be effective in its new role is I Apr
97 with full operational effectiveness 
by 1 Apr 98.

■  Lt Col D J W Bayliss is to com 
mand the Regiment for a full tour; 
thereafter the Regiment will be com
manded by an officer selected by the 
RLC. The RLC is to appoint a training 
major to take the post in September 
95. Other training appointments are to 
be filled on an opportunity basis by 
agreement by the CO and Comd RLC 
(TA).

■  Following rebadging, at least one 
o f the key regular posts within the 
Regim ent should be filled  by a R 
Anglian officer, WO or SNCO in order 
to maintain R Anglian links.

■  The new Regiment is to wear the 
Norfolk Regiment brown beret. The 
parade beret is to be worn with a metal 
RLC cap badge, backed by the Royal 
Anglian black patch. The Regimenl is 
to wear the Minden Flash on the right 
upper arm of combat kit.

■  R Anglian regular personnel serv
ing with the Regim ent are to wear 
standard R Anglian uniform  as o f  
right.

■  The new Regiment is to retain the 
5th Battalion the Royal Anglian  
Regim ent colours until 1996 until 
which they will be laid up with honour 
and not be replaced.

■  Those funds and items of silver and 
property which are solely the property 
of 5 R Anglian are to transfer direct to 
the re-roled Regiment.

■  The Royal Anglian Regiment will 
maintain an interest in funding the 
Regiment and the CO will be encour
aged to turn to them for assistance for 
instance in the m aintenance of 
Regimental property.

■  The Royal Anglian Regiment will 
retain the Drums Platoon although 
members of the platoon will be wel
come should they wish to transfer to 
the re-roled Regimenl.

■  The RLC and the new Regiment 
w ill provide every p o ssib le  a ss is 
tance to the Royal Anglian Regiment 
to enable historic, regim ental and 
geographical links to be maintained, 
for instance in the use of TACs for 
our R oyal A n g lia n  R egim en t 
reunions.

Letters____________

Memorabilia 
wanted for 

new museum
SIR. Elsewhere in the Castle is a detailed 
article on the Royal Anglian Regimenl 
museum collection. Could I ask all mem
bers of the Regiment, serving and retired, lo 
please empty their garages, lofts and glory 
holes for material lor the museum.
Personal memorabilia and humorous anec
dotes are also wanted. Unless you help, the 
museum cannot achieve the highest stan
dards we aim for it.

The museum will be open in about six 
months' time, lt will illustrate the esprit de 
corps. the traditions and history of the finest 
Regiment in the British Army, as well as 
the gallantry, efficiency and loyally of its 
members.

Its use of modem techniques of display 
and presentation will be second to none and
I anticipate we will all be proud to show it 
to our families and friends.

My sincere thanks go to those who 
have so generously contributed to the 
museum appeal, which has raised over 
£200.000 towards the target £250,000. 
However. many serving or retired members 
of the Regimenl have not yet supported the 
appeal and their donations are urgently 
needed now -  please.

Anyone wishing to discuss either the 
appeal or ileitis for the museum collection 
should please contact me at the 5th 
Battalion on 01733 54581."

Trevor Veitch

Veterans sought 
for Anzio visit

BILL Dilworth o f  51 Chester Road. 
Walthamstow. London El7 7HP (tel: 0181 
52002351 has written to ask whether any 
Anzio veterans  or members of families 
whose relations may have been there, 
would like to contact him

Bill has visited Anzio and arranged a 
number of battlefield visits and tours. He 
would be delighted to hear from anyone 
who may be interested in participating in 
another visit.
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Mainly about People

JUNE
2 Royal Norfolk Officers'

lunch, Norwich.

8 Founders Day, Chelsea.

17-18 Royal Tigers’ weekend.

23 Regimental golf meeting,
Stowmarket.

18 Official opening Royal
Tigers' Wood.

20-21 Queen’s Division posting
meeting.

25 Essex Regiment reunion.

28/29 Royal Norfolk show.

29 16th Foot Officers’ lunch.
Chicheley Hall.

JULY
1-2 Northamptonshire

Regimental Association 
reunion.

20 Colonel Commandant's 
meeting, London.

21 Essex Regiment Association 
annual dinner.

29 Suffolk Regiment officer's 
dinner.

30 Suffolk Regiment Minden 
Day reunion.
Bury St Edmunds.

Laying up of 1st Battalion 
Queen’s Colour,
Bury St Edmunds

AUGUST
I Minden Day

13 Laying up of 3 East Anglian
Colours, St Paul’s. Bedford.

15 50th Anniversary VJ Day.

26- 9 Sept 5 Royal Anglian Camp. 
Otterburn.

SEPTEMBER

6-22 7 Royal Anglian Camp, 
Warcop.

8-9 Autumn golf meeting, 
Flempton.

23-7 Oct 6 Royal Anglian Camp, 
Lydd/Hythe.

23 Royal Norfolk Association 
dinner.

24 Laying up of 1st Battalion 
regimental colour, Norwich.

30 Royal Lincoln Regiment 
reunion, Lincoln.

OCTOBER
3 50th Celebration freedom 

march, Norwich.

5 Freedom March, Ipswich 
(TBC),

6 3rd Battalion Officers' 
Dinner Club autumn lunch.

12 Freedom march. 
King’s Lynn.

14 4/5 Royal Leicester's dinner.

28 Concert at Warley Chapel 
(ABF).

NOVEMBER
3 Regimental dinner and 

council meeting. London.

9 Field of Remembrance.

12 Remembrance Sunday.

19 Bedfordshire &

31st A nniversary o f  the 
founding o f the Regim ent.

H ertfordshire R egim ent 
reunion, K em pston.

DECEMBER
Royal Leicesters' Officers' 
lunch, London.

In Brief____________

Home available 
for disabled 
servicemen

T H E  Q ueen  A lex an d ra  H osp ita l H om e is 
situated at G ifford H ouse, Boundary Road, 
W o r th in g ,  W e s t S u s s e x .  T h e  a im s  o f  
G iffo rd  H ouse  a re  to  p ro v id e  a real and 
happy perm anent hom e for 50  disabled ex- 
servicem en and to g ive  a holiday  with nurs
ing and m edical treatm ent to  som e 200 dis
abled servicem en each  year.

T he p res id en t is o u r  ow n C olonel-in - 
Chief. It may be that a  reader may know a 
d is a b le d  m e m b e r o f  th e  R o y a l A n g lian  
Regim ent -  o r indeed any o ther regim ent -  
who might benefit from  knowing that the hos
pital exists. Contact RHQ for further details.

Study of Nazi adjutant
The Devil's A dju tan t: Jochen Peiper -  
Panzer Leader
M AJ G en  M ich ae l R ey n o ld s , la te  o f the 
Q ueen’s R egim ent, and  a previous Q ueen 's 
D iv ision  b rigad ier, has w ritten  a book on 
one o f  H im m ler's  fo rm er A djutants and the 
battle w hich brought th is  senior com m ander 
in H itler’s SS bodyguard  to the foreground 
o f history. A nyone in terested  in buying the 
book can  purchase  it from  the w arehouse 
for £16 (£4 cheaper than  the shops) includ
ing postage and  p ack ing . C heques  to this 
a m o u n t s h o u ld  b e  p a id  d i r e c t  to  M F 
Reynolds, 8 G rassing ton  Road, Eastbourne, 
Sussex  B N 20 7DU.___________________

POW reunion
T H E  e ig h th  a n n u a l e x -P r is o n e r  o f  W ar 
reunion will be a t W arners H oliday Village, 
H a y lin g  I s la n d ,  f ro m  F r id a y  O c t 2 0  to  
M onday O ct 23. 1995. E x-Prisoners o f W ar 
relatives and/or supporters requiring further 
d e ta ils , p lease  send  an  S A E  to : -  C harles 
Jago (reunion  o rgan iser) 74 N orfolk Road, 
W est H a rn h am , S a lis b u ry , S P 2  8H G ; o r 
phone 01722 333599. _____________

Sgts’ dinner dates
T H E  S g ts ' Past and Present D inner C lub 
w ill m eet on  Sat Sep t 30. ’95 at Thorpe 
C am p (S tanford  T rain ing  Area), 1930 for 
200 0  h rs . A cco m m o d aiio n  w ill be avail
a b le  fo r  a ll p e rs o n s  a tte n d in g . F u rth er 
details are available from  e ithe r W 0 2  B P 
Tunstill on 01284  754632  ext 116 or CSgt 
T  G edge on 01603  427658.
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Mainly about People

Majs Mike Beard and Seymour Blyth at the Intrepid Sea-Air Museum.

A world role with 
the UN in New York

Maj S P M Blyth writes:
‘NEW York, New Y ork, so good they 
named it twice’, and truly one of the world’s 
most exciting cities. Its international stature 
was acknowledged after the Second World 
War when it was chosen as the site for the 
United Nations Headquarters.

It was here in Manhattan, that for seven 
months last year, spanning from April to 
October, I was the Operations Officer on the 
UNProfor military desk within the depart
ment of peace keeping operations of the UN 
Secretariat. At the time it was understand
ably the largest and busiest of the UN desks, 
consisting of six personnel, who apart from 
myself from the UK, hailed from Malaysia. 
France, Denmark, Germany and Australia.

The job was fascinating. Apart from 
being the point of contact for Headquarters 
UN Profor in Zagreb, we provided the mili
tary input to the political staff and Boutros 
Boutros Ghali’s military adviser within the 
Secretariat, a Canadian General. The team 
was responsible for co-ordinating changes 
in accordance with the Security Council 
Resolutions as they affected the military, 
and specifically in the identification, pro
curement, equipping and deployment of 
units and reinforcements for UN Profor. 
Thirty-six countries were providing troops 
and equipm ent to Bosnia. C roatia  and 
Macedonia, and the link into the permanent

missions in New York, and hence their 
national capitals, proved to be an interesting 
insight into the methods employed by each.

On a trip  to the form er republic of 
Yugoslavia, the opportunity of visiting the 
Poachers was too good to miss. Their wel
com e, b riefings and p rofessionalism  
reflected the high esteem with which they 
were held in theatre. It was also good to see 
Royal Anglians in New York. Col Gordon 
Brett spent two weeks as the Nato LO from 
Brussels, and Maj Mike Beard and Capt 
Henry Simpson came over with a small con
tingent from The Bermuda Regiment.

New York, and Manhattan in particular, 
is a wonderful place to live. My apartment 
was situated in the U pper East Side, a 
stone's throw from Central Park, and a brisk 
half hour walk from the UN building on the 
East River. All the well-known sites were 
on hand, too many to mention. Long Island, 
Broadway shows and an afternoon's base
ball at Shea Stadium, having negotiated the 
subway system, all had to be crammed in 
when time allowed.

This was a m agnificen t tour in a 
friendly city. Primarily, however, it gave me 
the opportunity to see, understand and par
ticipate in, the decision-making processes of 
an organisation which I believe will have a 
marked effect on our military futures.
The trip home on the QE2 was a bonus!

Prime Minister 
launches Army 
Grove appeal

VERY few of the many events commemo
rating the end of the Second World War 
will generate permanent and lasting tribute 
to the individuals. Regiments and Corps 
which took part in those stirring events.

However, there is one initiative that has 
been specifically conceived as a living last
ing tribute to the war-time generations that 
will be a gift, in their memory, for future 
generations to reflect upon and enjoy -  this 
is the National Memorial Arboretum.

In November 1994 the Prime Minister 
officially launched an appeal, of which 
HRH the Duchess of Kent is the patron, to 
develop the arboretum on land gifted for 
this purpose on the banks of the River Trent 
in Staffordshire. On this site individuals and 
groups are being invited to plant trees to 
commemorate their friends, comrades and 
units in which they served.

For example, a long Western Front 
Avenue of Poplars will lead to a large 
poppy field which is being sponsored by the 
Royal British Legion. Beyond the poppy 
field, in a formal setting. Army Regiments 
and Corps are being encouraged to have a 
tree planted so that every unit of the British 
Army, both past and present, will be repre
sented on the site.

Close to this grove will be an area 
where individuals will be able to have com
memorative trees planted. The names of 
those thus recalled will be placed in a Book 
of Remembrance to be kept at the site. ll is 
also the intention that this will be the one 
place in the country where a two-minute 
silence, accompanied by Last Post and 
Reveille, will be observed every day of the 
year in perpetuity.

Any individual can have a tree planted 
for £30, which will cover planting and 
m aintaining costs as well as purchase. 
Obviously any additional sum will enhance 
the site's appearance.

Any con tribu tions, which should 
include details of the individual or group 
being commemorated should be sent to: 
Commander D J Childs, Director -  National 
Memorial Arboretum, Europa House. 13/17 
Ironmonger Row, London EC IV 3QN. Tel: 
(0171)250 1700.

He will be glad to answer any queries. 
Cheques should be made out to The 
National Memorial Arboretum.
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H ea lth  M in is te r  T om  S a ck v ille  
explains new system to boost organ  
donations

VERY few of us will ever need to undergo a 
transplant operation. But if and when we do, 
we all want to be sure that an organ will be 
available for us.

The NHS is entirely dependent on the 
generosity  of ind iv iduals who agree to 
donate  th e ir  o rg an s. S ince  1972, over
30,000 organs have been donated to  the 
NHS -  more than 3,000 last year alone. But 
these  figu res are still not m eeting  the 
demand for organs. At the end of last year, 
there were still 5,600 people waiting for a 
transplant.

We always need more organ donors, 
and the government has been working hard 
to encourage people to make their intentions 
clear through the 'C arry  the Card* cam 
paign. The latest phase in the campaign is 
the creation of a national com puterised reg
ister of donors.

A recent MORI survey showed that 
fam ilies will alm ost alw ays agree to an 
organ being retrieved if they know that it is 
what their relative wanted. But when the 
wishes are not known, for example because 
the deceased was not carrying a donor card, 
about a quarter of all families refused per
mission for personal reasons. So opportuni

ties for organ donation are being missed 
simply because people are not carrying their 
donor card.

Introducing a computer register should 
virtually eliminate the problem.

Every donor will be able to register 
with the NHS organisation that links donors 
to possible recipients -  the UK Transplant 
Support Services Authority (UKTSSA). 
Then all the hospital needs to do is to check 
whether the potential donor's name is on the 
register -  providing quick and simple reas
surance to the next-of-kin.

Every one of the 5m plus people renew
ing their driving licence each year are also 
invited to join. And we hope soon to include 
an invitation to join whenever people regis
ter with or change GPs.

You can join the register simply and 
easily by filling in the leaflet ‘Life -  don’t 
keep it to yourself, available free of charge 
by ringing Freephone 0800-555777. 
Alternatively, you can pick up copies from 
the GP surgery, your local library, post 
office or C itizen 's  Advice Bureau and 
return it by freepost.

Organ donors already give new life to 
thousands every year. Join the register 
today. Ring 0800-555777.

Tom Saekville 
Parliamentary Secretary for Health

A padre’s hard 
luck tale of fire 

and theft
OVER the years many a  hard luck story 
has been spun in an a ttem p t to obtain 
sympathy from  a CQM S. The following 
letter from the Battalion Padre, the Rev 
David Lowe is worthy of note:

To: CSgt Mason, 6 Royal Anglian
I have just returned from three months away 
in France and Italy on Sabbatical study 
leave. On the very first day, in Paris, my car 
was broken into. I lost a few items including 
my briefcase  w hich co n ta ined  all my 
research notes and work as well as contact 
addresses in Italy. Unfortunately the army 
sleeping bag was also taken!

I am aware that I shall have to pay for 
this and am expecting to do so. If you let me 
know the cost I will forward payment to 
you. Had the sleeping bag not been stolen it 
may have met its fate in another way. On 
the third night I returned to the cottage in 
France to find the cottage on fire! I lost 
o ther possessions in th a t. No fu rth er 
mishaps occurred until my penultim ate 
week, when my credit cards, etc, were pick- 
pocketed in Rome!

All good wishes. The Rev D C Lowe 
Footnote: It a lm ost w orked. The L ord  
moves in mysterious ways.

Northants vacancy
Post vacancy  R 0 2  R eg im en ta l A re a  
S e c re ta ry  -  L e ic e s te rsh ire  & 
Northamptonshire
THE above post falls vacant on May 27. 
'96 when Lt Col J L Wilson retires. The 
main role o f the A rea Secretary is the  
adm in istration  of the R oyal A nglian  
Regiment, the former Royal Leicestershire 
R egim ent and the N ortham ptonsh ire  
Regiment Associations. He is answerable to 
the Deputy C olonel (p resen tly  Brig C 
Groves) and also to the chairman of the 
Former Regiment Associations of the Royal 
L eiceste rsh ire  R egim ent and th e  
Northamptonshire Regiment. Much of his 
work involves liaison with local govern
ment in the two counties and the adminis
tration and secretarial work involved with 
benevolent trusts and funds. Should any 
officer due for retirement be interested, they 
should contact RHQ or Lt Col W ilson 
direct at the 7th Battalion.
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Three Royal Anglian LCpIs and a 38 Eng Regiment Cpl on top of Black Tusk

Canadian high life
Back in August I994 1641 AYT, with three 
m em bers of 1 Koval A n g lian , LC pls 
Thomas, Bremner and Gyton headed off 
to Canada for Exercise Lucky Ebor with 
other members of 1611 AYT from a num
ber of different units. They write:
ON arrival at Edmonton Airport the team 
hired two large cars and then headed on the 
long journey to Vancouver.

With an overnight stay in Jasper and 
another nine hours on the road the team 
finally met up with our OC. Capt Fannin, 
who was sorting out the various adventur
ous training expeditions and accommoda
tion while in Vancouver.

With the first expedition only two days 
away, the team had a few admin points to 
sort out and a chance to sam ple the
Vancouver culture!

Garibaldi National Park was the first of 
many parks we visited and a four-hour walk 
to the campsite at Garibaldi Lake, a quiet 
and peaceful setting to spend the night. In 
the morning, with the sun rising over the 
glaciers, we headed towards our final climb 
which was Black Tusk, a mountain which
looked tough to look at and was as tough to 
climb. No sooner had we got to the bottom 
then we were climbing again, but this time a 
sheer face. This was the chance for LCpI 
Gyton to show off his skills.

Once again with only a day of admin, 
we then set out to the Broken Islands for our 
sea-kayaking expedition. The Broken

Islands are located on the edge o f the 
Pacific Ocean. The numerous islands are 
densely vegetated and vary in nature from 
the calm inner islands with lagoons and 
gravel coves, to the outer islands with heavy 
seas, rocky shorelines and qu iet sandy 
coves.

The money received from the Battalion 
was put into good use in the h iring  of 
kayaks and equipment and was one of the 
most enjoyable activities we look part in. 
although it rained frequently. Memories of 
home were not far away.

With a couple of days o f  R&R. the 
team made plans to go to Seattle US, which

was only three hours drive from Vancouver. 
Once there we visited a number of places, 
including the Space Needle and Lake Union 
where Sleepless in Seattle was filmed.

On Sept 13 we moved to the Rockies at 
Lake Louise where, with breathtaking views 
and severe mountains rising to over 11,000 
ft, we set up camp. At night the temperature 
dropped to a few degrees below zero but 
this wasn't our main worry -  it was the griz
zly bears that shocked us! There was only 
one night that we actually saw them, but 
they seemed to be more interested in LCpl 
Thomas's trainers than eating us.

With only a few days remaining the 
team had lo still clim b Mount Temple at 
11,100 ft, th is was always going to be a 
demanding climb and proved to be on the 
day as poor weather and a low snowline 
prevented us making the attempt. However, 
Eiffel Peak proved equally demanding and 
the high a ltitude w as also challenging. 
Dizzy spells occurred quite often in the 
team but it all seemed worthwhile when the 
views excelled anything we could possibly 
imagine.

W hen the  OC the 2IC and another 
member of the team returned lo the UK due
lo commitments, it left five of us remaining 
for our summer leave. With the whole of 
Canada to explore and a hire car the world 
seemed our oyster. But money was running 
short, so a trip horse-trekking seemed the 
most likely and money saving option.

After visiting Edmonton and Calgary, a 
few hours' flight brought us back to the cold 
and wet of the English countryside. Looking 
back, we agreed th a t the trip  had been 
enjoyed by all.

Once again all this would not have been 
possible without the Battalion's financial 
help and a big thank you goes out from all 
the AYT

LCpI Thomas

The Union Jack Club
The club extends a warm invitation to all members of the services 

to make use of our modern accommodation and facilities
A wide choice of single, double and family bedrooms, 

many with private bath/shower, WC and TV 
Restaurant -  Bars -  TV Rooms 

Reading and Writing Rooms -  Conference Rooms 
Snooker/Billiards Room -  Launderette 

Ideal for those visiting London, conveniently situated in Sandell Street 
opposite the Waterloo Road entrance to Waterloo Railway Station

For further information and to book your accommodation contact:
The Reservations Office, The Union Jack Club, Sandell Street. London 

SE1 8UJ, Telephone: 0171 928 4814 Fax: 0171 620 0565
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BMATT SA 2. Maj S B Brunt integrating with former SADF and APLA members.

Helping integration 
in South Africa

Maj Steven Brunt writes:
“WHY are the British getting themselves 
involved in our country again?” This kind of 
sentiment probably summed up the feeling 
o f  many form er m em bers o f  the South  
African Defence Force (SADF) when they 
heard that a team of 33 British officers and 
warrant officers were to be sent to their 
country. It is worth remembering at this 
po in t that during  the B oer W ars som e
400,000 British troops served here and some 
of the policies adopted at that time were, not 
to make too fine a point, far from popular.

On Apr 8, '94, the South African transi
tional executive council issued a formal 
invitation to the UK government to assist in 
the process o f in tegration  o f the South 
African National Defence Force (SANDF). 
It was in response to that request that the 
Ministry of Defence created and deployed 
BMATT SA, which became operational on 
June 13, '94.

The tasks of BMATT SA are: first to 
validate the criteria and standards for the 
new SANDF against international norms; 
second to monitor the assessment, selection 
and training o f the former Non-Statutory 
Forces (NSF) into the new Army; and third 
to adjudicate between the parties involved 
in the integration process. So what in plain 
English does this mean?

Validation has in the main been carried

out by BMATT staff at the Army and Other 
Service headquarters at P retoria . This 
included endorsing the principles and guide
lines that were to be published to ensure a 
fair and even-handed approach from all 
sides involved in the integration process.

The main parties that form these non- 
statutory forces are the Mkonto We Siswe 
(MK), the armed wing of the ANC, the 
Azarian Peoples Liberation Army (APLA). 
the armed wing of the PAC and the armies 
of the old nominally independent homelands 
o f Transkei. Bophuthatswana, Venda and 
Ciskei (TBVC).

BMATT has been involved primarily 
with the integration of MK and APLA. As is 
the case with all organisations, different 
people do things in different ways. It is our 
task to ensure account is taken of former 
service and previous experience.

The process starts with intakes report
ing to assembly areas at Wallmanstal (near 
Pretoria) for the former MK or De Brug 
(near B loem fontein) for form er APLA 
m em bers. Processing takes around six 
weeks, with documentation and educational 
qualifications checked, medicals given and 
assessment/potential test schemes and inter
views carried out for choice of arm. Once 
accepted, the individual appears in front of a 
placement board where his rank and service 
is confirmed. The soldier is then moved on

to a training location where he undergoes 
'bridging’ training which is aimed a t bring
ing his common level o f  knowledge up to 
standard.

At the assembly areas representatives 
from the old SADF and MK/APLA jointly 
run the selection process, while a BMATT 
officer is present to offer advice, to ensure 
fair play and if required to adjudicate. The 
BMATT in vo lvem en t c o n tin u e s  at the 
bridging training sites w here advice on 
training matters and often purely manage
ment matters is sought regularly.

BMATT SA is more an advisory team 
than an advisory train ing  team. In many 
ways our task is similar to being an invigila
tor at an exam; when you are in the room 
everybody gets on with the job in hand but 
the moment you leave . . . !

Having said th a t, goo d  progress is 
made. All parties involved in the process 
appear to be approaching the issue in a sen
sible m anner which b o d e s  w ell for the 
future. There have been and will no doubt 
continue to be difficulties. The honeymoon 
period is coming to an end and hard deci
sions will have to be made concerning the 
future size and organisation of the NDF.

The team is now 3 1 -strong and most are 
on six-month tours. N ine officers are on 
two-year accompanied tours. I am based at 
Bloemfontein in the heart o f the Orange 
Free State where they say that there are no 
oranges, nothing is free and it is in one hell 
of a state.

In add ition  to re sp o n s ib i li t ie s  in 
Bloemfontein. I regularly visit training sites 
in Kimberley which is some 160 km from 
Bloemfontein; the road is notable in that it 
has eight minor bends and the last 26 km is 
dirt track! The route passes the site of the 
Battle o f Paardeburg w here in February 
1900 the Boers under General Cronje sur
rendered to the British.

Several of our form er regiments were 
heavily involved in this battle as is testified 
by the Roll of Honour. Twenty-five soldiers 
from The Norfolks, The Lincolns and The 
Essex lost their lives. It was also the site 
where Lt F N Parsons ( 1 Essex) saved the 
life of Pte Ferguson who lay wounded under 
enemy fire and received The Victoria Cross 
for his bravery. Even today the battlefield is 
littered with the debris o f war.

It is now M arch an d  the heal o f an 
African summer is making way for the heat 
of an African winter and the Rugby World 
Cup! This is without doubt an impressive 
part of the world and worth a visit.

If anyone should be considering coming 
to South Africa and needs a point o f  contact 
please get in touch -  I would be delighted to 
help.

12



Mainly about People

The Anglians in Gibraltar
C apt John W right
writes:
THE Royal A nglian
Regiment is still well repre
sented on the Rock despite 
the Vikings withdrawing as 
resident Battalion in 1989.
As far as I know there are 18 
people in G ibraltar with 
some kind of Regim ental 
connection. They vary from 
serving m em bers (M ajs 
Robert Goodin. Peter Ferrary 
and myself), members of the 
G ib ra ltar Regim ent who 
have been attached to a 
Battalion, and ex-Regimental 
members who have now set
tled in Gibraltar. The major
ity of the ex-members have 
jo ined  the locally  raised 
Gibraltar Regiment, many of 
whom were in the Vikings 
and came back to the Rock 
a fte r the 87-89 tour.
Fourteen of us managed to 
get together for a photograph 
in March earlier this year.

The Regim ental links 
with the Rock go back much 
fu rther of course. In the 
Great Sortie o f Nov 27,
1781, the following county Regiments were 
involved: the East Suffolk Regiment, the 
D orsetshire Regim ent, the W est Essex 
Regiment, the Rutlandshire Regiment, the 
H ighland Light Infantry, the Duke o f  
Albany's Own Highland Regiment and the 
Perthshire Regiment. The sortie was a suc
cessful attempt by the British lo attack the 
Spanish lines and to destroy the guns which 
were harassing the besieged town. One will 
note quite a few of the Regiment's county 
predecessors were involved. The date of the 
Great Sortie is significant in that it was cho
sen in 1968 as the day of the a lliance 
between our and the Gibraltar Regiments.

The Great Sortie, albeit significant, was 
but a small part of British Army involve
ment in Gibraltar. Many regiments consid
ered their service to be of such great impor
tance that they adopted the key and castle as 
th e ir capbadge, notably the Suffo lk  
Regiment, the Northamptonshire Regiment 
and the Essex Regiment. The key and castle 
represent the fortress o f Gibraltar and of 
course form the centrepiece of our capbadge 
today.

Our ancestors' influence is still seen 
about the Rock. There is a cave on the 
Upper Rock called Holy Boys’ Cave, so 
named after the IXth Regim ent (Royal 
Norfolks). It is said that when members of 
the Regiment were working in and around 
the cave the locals mistook Britannia on the 
cap badge to be the Virgin Mary. and were 
so dubbed the Holy Boys. Their graffiti 
remains in the cave today a list of names 
and 'IXth Regiment 1888' is clearly written
on the Rock.

The Regiment has left its mark in more 
recent times too The Royal Anglian way 
was opened on the Upper Rock in 1987, and 
the commemoration plaque at the entrance 
is very evident. The way leads lo Rooke 
Battery, a popular tourist trap In the town 
centre at the Piazza there are a set of badges 
of the \arious regiments which have served 
in Gibraltar. The East Anglian county regi
ment badges are very prominent.

Now to the photograph, the back row 
are all serving members of the Gibraltar 
R egim ent. From  left to righ t are Cpl 
Courtenay, formerly a Viking: Sgt Bliss for-

Anglians on 
the Rock

m erly a V iking; Lt M ario Alman who 
served w ith the Poachers recently in Bosnia 
and Celle; finally Cpl Herbert, LCpI Gager 
and Pte Collis, all former Vikings On the 
front row are serving Royal Anglians. Capt 
John Wright. Majs Robert Goodin and Peter 
Ferrary Next is the Commanding Officer, 
the G ibraltar Regiment, Lt Col Dennis 
Duarte who served with the Poachers in 
Berlin in 1979

Continuing is Lt Col (Ret'd) Domingo 
Collado an ex-Commanding Officer of the 
Gibraltar Regiment and Maj (Ret'd) Fofi 
C asciaro who served with the Royal 
Anglian Regiment in the early 1970s. Next 
is Maj Francis Brancato who served with 
the Pompadours in 1986 and finally Capt 
Chris Wawn. formerly a Viking now serv
ing in the Gibraltar Regiment as RSO

At present there are soldiers from the 
Gibraltar Regiment on attachment to the 
Poachers, who are taking part in training at 
Batus The links between the Rock and our 
Regiment appear to he ongoing despite the 
continued m ilitary drawdown from 
Gibraltar Let us hope this continues.

13



Mainly about People

Fact finding 
with the 
Albanian 
military

Capt Duncan Gregory writes:
THE other day I came upon a memo outlin
ing the requirement for an Infantry Major to 
join a fact finding team to Albania. As is the 
case with memos that have done the rounds 
of several desks they accumulate comments, 
one being “where’s Albania?" But my atten
tion was drawn to the Chief of Staffs dis
tinctive hand indicating that I was to be the 
nomination for this.

After several meetings and numerous 
phone calls I found myself in Andover on 
an exceptionally wet and windy November 
morning loading the civilian Land Rovers 
that had been hired for the trip.

The plan was to head south through 
France, Switzerland and Italy, destination 
R om e and a m eeting w ith the B ritish  
Defence Attache, who was also responsible 
for Albania and who would accompany us 
for the first part of the visit. As to the exact 
itinerary, once in-country we were som e
what in the dark but had, without difficulty, 
filled the Land Rovers with every sort of 
cold weather clothing, sleeping systems, 
food, stoves, water and much more.

On reaching the British Embassy in 
Rome we availed ourselves of the Embassy 
shop, buying what we were assured would 
be good bartering material, whisky galore. 
With the little space remaining in the vehi
cles we set off for Bari and our night cross
ing by ferry to Albania. Confirming our 
booking at the port in Bari took less time, 
and cost less in backhanders, thinly d is
guised as some form of tax, than had been 
predicted. Presenting ourselves in good time 
for the ferry proved unnecessary, as it took a 
full two hours for the relatively small num
ber o f vehicles to be loaded in haphazard 
fashion to a cacophony of shouts whistles.

We arrived in D urres, the m ain 
Albanian port, in beautiful sunshine and 
were met by our Albanian military hosts 
who smoothed our passage through customs 
in little under an hour. For those poor unfor
tunates without such assistance it appeared 
that most of the rest o f the day would be 
taken up with customs and immigration pro
cedures. With a military vehicle front and

rear we set off for Tirana, the capital for 
meetings at the Defence Ministry.

First impressions of Albania were of a 
country somewhere between Morocco and 
Nepal in the level of development. While 
predominantly an agriculture-based econ
omy, there are a number of vast factories, 
now in various states of disrepair, reminis
cent of the pictures of Chernobyl after the 
disaster. Built by the Chinese in the 1950s, 
they are no longer economically viable, 
which, from an environmental perspective is 
undoubtedly a good thing, having every 
appearance of being polluting monsters. 
Another thing that takes some getting used 
to are the vast numbers of. what we termed, 
Chinese mushrooms. In essence these are 
two-man concrete pill boxes that are every
where, almost appearing to grow from the 
ground like a crop. A relic of the communist 
era, they were m anned w henever the 
American Sixth Fleet entered the Adriatic. 
Great efforts have obviously been made to 
remove such graphic reminders of the com
munist period, but the numbers and their 
weight makes this almost impossible with
out the aide of large pieces of plant equip
ment which are sadly lacking.

Once in the capital, one is struck by the 
juxtaposition of the old with the new; the 
latest M ercedes com peting with horse 
drawn carts; the students every bit as trendy 
as their W estern coun terparts and the 
elderly still in peasant attire; drab commu
nist style shops and modern chain stores. 
Lengthy b riefings were given by the 
Albanian Army. Navy and Airforce at the 
Ministry of Defence, outlining what they

perceived to be their major needs.
Briefings completed, we made our way 

back to our lodgings on foot through the 
centre of Tirana. We made an incongruous 
sight clad in Service dress or equivalent, 
clutching sleeping bugs and bottles of water, 
passing between groups of students, all 
looking understandably quizzical.

The following day we began our series 
of visits to units, in the case of the Army 
team starting with 2 Division in Elbassan. 
some 40 miles south of Tirana. It was diffi- 
cult to get used to the concept of a Division 
with only 2,000 active soldiers, most of 
these conscripts doing the mandatory 15 
m onths ' se rv ice . So began a p a ttern 
repeated in the remaining divisions that we 
visited. It would start with an informal and 
w ide-ranging d iscussion  w ith the 
Commander, or his Chief o f Staff, normally 
with various staff officers in attendance all 
smoking profusely. At some point drinks 
would be served, usually Raki and a Fanta 
equivalent, and this would be the signal for 
the discussions to switch from military mat
in s to anything from children to health to 
world affairs. Then would follow a series of 
visit-, to the units making up the division 
where we were shown everything from the 
50-year-old Chinese trucks, their first line 
transport (which remarkably they manage to 
keep on the road by way of improvisation 
and cannibalising other vehicles) to the divi
sional ration store, depressingly devoid of 
much in the way of food. We even had a 
chance ride in a T59, which the Albanian 
lank crew had to bump start down a hill as 

Continued P age 15

Bump starting a T59

14



Mainly about People
From Page 14
the batteries w ere faulty.

Throughout these visits it w as c lear that 
their needs w ere m ultitudinous, in fact any 
thing we were able to give them  they would 
be g ra te fu l for. They w ished  to  rid  th e m 
selves o f the m ost obvious trappings o f  the 
com m u n is t p eriod , th e ir  S o v ie t s ty le  u n i
form s adorned w ith red flashes. The ranks 
o f the com m anders w as puzzling in the first 
instance. Som e div isions w ere com m anded  
by ou r equ iva len t o f L ieu tenan t C o lo n e ls , 
with a full Colonel as C h ief o f Staff. But it 
was explained  to us that during this period 
o f  transition it was the appoin tm ent not the 
rank that carried respect, a lthough they w ere 
intending to m ove tow ards ranks equivalent 
to appointm ent.

T h e  m ost in te re s tin g  v is it w as to  the 
K orkci reg ion in the north  o f  the coun try . 
As in Britain it is the north w here the largest 
m ountains are to be found, and again , like 
us they  are inhab ited  by p eo p le  th ey  call 
highlanders. T he scenery w as breath taking; 
sn ow -capped  m oun ta in s  and  deep  rav ines  
filled by fast flow ing w hite w ater. T he occa 
s io n a l fa rm s te a d s  m ile s  fro m  a n y w h e re , 
sported m ore often than not, to  ou r am aze
m ent, a satellite dish. Like the uniform s this 
w as in itia lly  p u z z lin g  u n til o n e  cam e  to 
understand how  much they w ished to  be in 
touch  w ith  all that goes on in the o u ts id e  
w orld after 50 years o f solitary confinem ent.

D uring these visits we w ere invariably 
b ille ted  in a local hotel, w here we m ade lull 
use o f  the latest in w arm  clo th ing , sleeping 
system s, rations and w ater. A far c ry  from  
w hat we m ight term  a hotel -  w ater w as in 
short supply o r totally absent. H ealing  w as 
defin itely  not provided despite  near freezing 
tem pera tu res  at tim es. Food cou ld  usually  
be o b ta in e d  bu t a s tap le  d ie t o f  b e e f  and  
o lives called , on  occasions, for the variety  
offered  by com po.

O u r stay in A lban ia  a lso  h appened  to  
co in c id e  with a serv ice to m ark the estab 
lish ing  ill a W a r G raves C o m m issio n  plot 
fo r th o se  m em b ers  o f  the  S O E  w h o  lo s t 
th e ir  liv e s  in A lb an ia . N u m b ere d  am o n g  
th e m  is  S g t I E M o o re s  o f  T h e  R o y a l 
N o rfo lk  R eg im en t, w h o  d ie d  in A lb a n ia  
w hile attached to  N um ber 2 C om m ando.

A t the  tim e  o f  w ritin g  th e  a u th o r  is 
investigating the feasibility of an adventure  
t ra in in g  e x p e d i t io n  to  A lb a n ia  in 1996 . 
W hile not the most dem anding  terrain  (the 
h ig h est poin t is abou t 2 .500  m e tres) it is. 
nevertheless, virgin adventure  training te rri
tory and  w ould  p rov ide  an op p o rtu n ity  lo 
learn m ore o f the SOEs exploits during the 
S e c o n d  W o rld  W ar. I f  t he e x p e d i t io n  is 
achieved I prom ise readers a second insta l
m ent of the A lbania stor y

Why you should support 
the Benevolent Fund

Why should you give up a day’s pay for 
the Royal Anglian Regiment Benevolent 
Fund?

Consider these cases:
I . Ex-Cpl X -  a soldier who had served 
both with the 1st and 2nd Battalions in 
Northern Ireland. Cyprus and many other 
stations, left the Regiment after six years 
and with his wife and two children found 
accommodation and a job.

Eighteen months later he was made 
redundant and his wife became sick with 
worry. Money was short and DSS grants 
did not stretch to anything other than the 
very barest necessities. The children's 
clothes started to wear out and it was diffi- 
cult to keep the house warm. One of the 
children became very ill.

Thus through no fault o f anybody, 
Cpl X suddenly found that he could not 
cope as head of the family. He went to the 
S o ld iers ' S a ilo rs ' and A ir Forces' 
Association for help, which in turn asked 
the Regiment to assist financially with 
warm clothes for the children and the pay
ment of certain debts such as electricity.

The letter arrived on the Thursday 
and after consultation with SSAFA and 
RHQ a cheque for £450 w as in that 
evening's post to the SSAFA representa
tive for him to pay the necessary bills. Cpl 
X was subsequently helped with another 
cheque for £300 -  he has now found a job 
and is back on an even keel.

2 Sgt Y left the Regiment 25 years ago 
and went to  live with his wife in 
Northamptonshire. Five years ago his wife 
became seriously ill with muscular dystro
phy and was unable to walk -  even to gel 
to the telephone. Once again the Regiment 
stepped in. found her an electric chair, 
bought her a remote telephone, paid for 
various items of furniture which a dis
abled  person could  use and through 
SSAFA and the DSS made certain that Sgt
Y and Mrs Y's living standards were as 
tolerable as could be managed.

3. Pte Z. a soldier from the 2nd Battalion 
was very badly hurt in an accident. He 
was medivaced to  the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital. Woolwich, and the Regiment 
paid for a number of his mother's railway

tickets to visit him The Regiment also 
ensured his wife's costs from Germany for 
moving the family were coveted and that 
everything that could be done to help him 
and his family with government agencies 
was carried out swiftly.

The Regiment works hand in glove 
with the Army Benevolent Fund, which 
does much to help serving and ex-soldiers 
who fall on hard limes. We give them 
some £9,000 per year as an annual grant. 
The Regimenl gets quite a bit of this back 
because they help us pay the more expen
sive bills which frequently crop up.

But where does this money come 
from? It comes from serving officers and 
soldiers of the Royal Anglian Regiment 
who pay one day's pay per year into the 
Royal Anglian Regiment Benevolent 
Fund. The fund presently is worth over 
£500.000, which sounds an enormous 
amount of money but it is invested and the 
income from the investment goes to help 
those in need. The Regiment pays out 
about £32.000 each year, which is round 
about 50% of our total annual income. 
Such money as is left over, is reinvested 
because the cost of living is constantly 
going up and inevitably grants that we 
make increase in the same proportion. 
Thus the average payout to those in need 
is £275 but is quite often £ 1,000 or more.

So what's in it for you? The short 
answer is that while you are serving in the 
army one hopes very much there will be 
no need for you to be helped out. (But 
note Pte 7. above) and one never knows 
w hen disaster can strike. For such disas
ters you can insure under the PAX scheme 
while serving. All officers and soldiers 
pay into the Benevolent Fund during their 
service but once they leave they remain 
members of the Association.

So look at it this way -  you are pay
ing for an insurance policy during your 
service in the Regiment (when you can 
afford it!) so that if you fall on hard times 
after you have left the Regiment, it is 
there to help you. In addition, all paying 
members of the Association are automati
cally insured against serious accident (for 
instance £1,000 for the loss of a limb ).

So anybody not paying up now should 
see their superior officer and sign up!
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Mainly about People

On tour in 
India’s 
remote 

frontiers
Maj Paul Gaskin writes:
IN the last article on the Indian Defence 
Services staff college I covered the daily 
routine, and looked forward to the Forward 
Area Tour (FAT). In this article  I shall 
cover that and the second tour of the course, 
the Industrial Demonstration Tour (IDT). 
The FAT, for foreign, Indian Navy and Air 
Force officers took place over two weeks in 
late October, and began with a very early 
morning bus ride down to the plains, and an 
Indian Air Force base called Sulur. There, 
after a welcome breakfast, we were driven 
to our aircraft, a giant Russian-built IL 76, 
which easily swallowed the 200 DS and stu
dents into its cavernous, two-storey interior.

Four-and-a-half hours later, we landed 
in North India at Bagdogra, which is situ
ated in the thin strip o f land that joins the 
north-east o f India to the rest of the country 
between Bangladesh and Nepal. Here the 
group divided into two, with one half mov
ing on by bus to Sikkim, while my group 
flew on further north and east. We trans
fe rred  to a R ussian A N 32 and flew to  
T ezpur, a tow n on the banks of th e  
Brahmaputra River. As at Bagdogra. on our 
arrival we were promptly deafened by the 
scream of Mig 21s taking off and landing a 
few yards away. We stayed one night a t 
Tezpur, and attended a cocktail party given 
by the Corps Commander. Next day w e 
boarded buses and began the slow clim b 
into the Himalayas, passing through thick 
ju n g le  a longside  w ide deep  rivers and 
rounding countless hairpin bends before we 
reach ed  Tenga. We had now reached  
Division Headquarters level.

In the early morning we boarded our 
buses for yet another day. The road now 
became narrower and slower as we moved 
up into the area reached by the Chinese in 
the 1962 war. As we moved up, so the tem
perature came down, and by the time we 
crested the top of the Se La pass at nearly
14,000 ft. there was snow on either side o f 
the road. From here the road is lined with 
bunkers old and new. Having broken down 
for a while, we arrived at our destination. 
Tawang, in the dark. Our travels were still 
not over, and early next morning after a

A Royal 
Anglian and 
friends in the 
Himalayas.

brief from the Brigade Deputy Commander, 
we climbed into one-ton vehicles for the 
final leg to a battalion location. This we 
reached after a further three hours or so of 
bumping along a rough track. The whole of 
this area is disputed by the Chinese, and as a 
result of the 1962 war, and India’s determi
nation not to be caught unawares as it was 
then, is heavily fortified and occupied. Gun 
positions and bunkers line the road, and 
most people, if not in the Army, work for it. 
The terrain is bleak and harsh, and the air 
thin (14,000 ft) but we were given a warm 
welcome -  units spend two years here, and 
if  you are lucky, your wife may live only 
three days' travel away. In the winter, that 
same journey can take two weeks.

We returned from Tawang and after a 
brief slay in Tezpur, flew on by AN 32 to 
Chabua in Assam, further to the north and 
east. It was from  this a irfie ld  that the 
Negusaki A-bomb mission flew. Surrounded 
by jungle and tea plantations, we stayed for 
the next three days. My group was lucky 
with the weather, and on two days we flew 
out of Chabua and up into the valleys of the 
Himalayas to Army outposts. These two 
posts, like m any others, are supported 
almost entirely by air. Here the pilots have 
to get it right first time, as both strips are 
only just longer than the minimum required, 
and one of them is adorned with the stripped 
wreckage of another AN 32 which failed to 
adopt the correct approach. The soldiers 
here spend most o f their time patrolling the 
steep, jungle-clad mountains, right up to the 
snow-covered k n ife edge that separates 
India from China.

On our fourth day we climbed once again 
into our bus. and drove east, with the aim of 
crossing the Brahmaputra and reaching an 
outpost near a town called Tezu. near the 
international tri-junction of India, Myanmar 
(Burma) and China. From here the famous 
Ledo road was built lo support General 
Stilwell’s Chinese army. The Brahmaputra is 
one of the world's great rivers, and as it winds

its way down into Bangladesh, it changes 
course and creates a vast flood plain, which 
makes it virtually impossible lo construct a 
bridge. Its 15 km width does not help, and we 
spent most of the day on motorised rafts or 
deep fording in our bus before reaching our 
destination in the jungle.

This at last was our final destination on 
the FAT, and the next day we retraced our 
steps by bus and aircraft all the way back to 
south India and home.

After a pleasant Christmas break the 
course recommenced in early January. We 
fought the ‘telebattle' (CPX ) and prepared 
ourselves for the second tour, the Industrial 
Demonstration Tour or IDT in February. 
This epic 12-day journey takes the whole 
course of 400 odd students plus DS halfway 
up India to Bombay and Pune. The course is 
divided into two. and each half goes on a 
separate train.

Nothing in India happens very fast, and 
our first two days were spent watching the 
countryside go by us we trundled north. We 
visited a factory  or tw o in P une and 
Bombay, but the highlights were the two 
firepower demonstrations and our day at sea 
with the Indian Navy off Bombay. During 
the demonstrations we saw T-72s. BMP-2s 
and BM 21s firing, us well as  Mig 21s. 23s, 
29s and Jaguar aircraft dropping bombs and 
firing cannons.

The end of the course  is now  very 
close. It has been a fascinating and intrigu
ing year. Working with an army of 1.1 mil
lion men. and two clearly identified threats. 
o ffers a d ifferen t p e rsp ec tiv e  to  our 
European viewpoint. I have been lucky 
enough to visit d iverse and interesting 
pluces, and met a large number o f officers 
from India and much of eastern Asia, and 
from all three Services.

It is well worth considering coming 
here. You will earn your psc qualification 
and you will also travel much and absorb a 
broad picture of the profession of soldiering 
in India .
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How do you feel 
about leaving the Army?

As you're well aware, serving in the Forces isn't just a 
job. It's a way of life. So, it's no surprise, that after 

leaving, many people feel as though they’re high and dry, 
like a fish out of water.

But there’s no need for you to feel this way, It’s 
perfectly possible for you to keep up with old friends, 
make use of the unique skills you've acquired, and 
make a vital contribution to the nation's defence into 
the bargain.

How? Simply by becoming a member of the 
Volunteer Forces, which make up a third of our Army 
and represent a significant part of our commitment 
to peace.

There are two options open to you.
Firstly, you can join one of the Territorial Army 

Independent Units based in the TAVRA region in which 
you have decided to settle. An ideal route for those 
leaving Infantry or Cavalry regiments.

Secondly, if you are leaving a Corps, you could 
retain your capbadge and become a member of either 
an Independent Unit or a TA Specialist Unit. In either, 
you can maintain and extend the special skills that you 
have learned.

You can contribute as much time as you want 
in any one year. The minimum that we ask is that 
as a member of the Independent TA you complete 
6 weekends, a two-week Summer Camp and some 
weekday evenings.
Specialist we ask 
only 15 days 
training and two 
weekends

In return you will receive payment equivalent to 
the rates paid to Regular Army soldiers plus an 
annual tax-free bonus.

If you would like more information about how 
you can stay in the swim of things, write to the 
address below, giving details of which option you 
are interested in, your current age and address, 
your intended county of residence, and of the 
regiment you have left or are leaving.

The Territorial Army, Freepost, 4335 (Ref: 9000), Bristol BS1 3YX.



Vikings

A multitude of tasks
IN the last six months Ihe Vikings have 
been kept active on a multitude o f tasks. 
The highlight o f the period has, without 
doubt, been Exercise Trumpet Dance. This 
involved the deployment o f 1 R Anglian 
Battle Group to Fort Lewis near Seattle on 
the west coast of the US. Back in the UK we 
have managed to keep up a busy sports 
schedule interspersed with 24 Brigade exer
cises and RAAT tasks. Of particular signifi
cance since returning from America has 
been the heavy involvement of the Battalion 
in the p resen ta tion  o f  new co lo u rs  at 
Duxford.

The Battalion was on Spearhead from 
the middle o f October through to Dec 10. 
Despite rampant speculation on the possibil
ity of deploying to far flung parts o f  the 
world we remained firmly in Colchester. 
This did not, however, prevent the rifle 
companies from getting away on some low 
level train ing  at H ythe and L ydd, and 

Continued Page 20

The CO inspects 
the PNCO Cadre, 
(above). Left: The 
CO congratulates 
LVCpI Ballard on 

passing out first on 
the PNCO Cadre.
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News from the Vikings

Above: Vikings receive their medals at the Brigade sports competition 
Right: Re Waterman raises the Gryphons Trophy on behalf of the 

Vikings after winning the Brigade winter sports competition. 
Below: The CO presents the Tomlinson Trophy to L/Cpl Ballard.
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News from the Vikings

Above: C/Sgt Dan Brothers (left) tries 
to put the ball past Capt Tony Jones 
in the Officers' vs Sergeants' Mess 

game. Left: Pte McFadden of A 
Company bayonet fighting.

From Page 18
Sennybridge C Company organised an 
inter-section competition which started with 
a practice Spearhead call-out and deploy
ment by Chinook to Longmoor. Cpl 
Attwood's section emerged a-, the eventual 
winners

December saw the emphasis turn very 
much towards sport An inter-Company 
novices boxing competition was held on 
Dec I. After an excellent evening of sport, 
C Company emerged as the eventual vic
tors. snatching the title h> a single point 
from A Company. We also fielded a full 
range of teams into the 24 Brigade winter 
sport competition. We succeeded in winning 
the rugby competition and were runners-up 
in the football. On the penultimate day the 
Vikings were in joint first place with 3 
Regiment AAC. The outcome was depen
dant on the tug-of-war which we won. thus 
securing overall victory and the Gryphons 
trophy The sporting year ended with the 
annual officers' Sergeants' Mess football 
match. The warrant officers and sergeants 
were feeling fairly smug after their unusual 
victory over the officers at cricket. The offi- 

Continued Page 21
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News from the Vikings

From Page 20
cers managed to hold ihe score level at 0-0 
to half time, but succumbed in the second 
half to concede defeat at 3-0.

After six weeks of hard work the PNCO 
Cadre passed out in early December. The 
top three students were promoted by the 
Commanding Officer on the parade. In first 
place was L/Cpl Ballard who won the 
Tomlinson Trophy. L/Cpl Ayscough from 
Screen Company was second and L/Cpl 
Merry third. The Corps of Drums also com
peted for the Commanding Officer's bugle 
competition, with Dmr Pennock named as 
the CO’s bugler and Dmr Hasnip as the 
Adjutant’s bugler. The rest of the Battalion 
was much relieved after the competition not 
to have sleep disturbed by the drummers 
practising at all hours.

Exercise Trumpet Dance
The Battalion returned from Christmas leave 
on Jan 3 and almost immediately began the 
deploym ent to  Am erica for Exercise 
Trumpet Dance. The Battle Group formed 
up with attachm ents including 25/170 
(Imojen) Battery from 19 Fd Regt RA. a 
troop from 51 Squadron RE and a (light 
from 3 Regt AAC. The exercise was based 
at Fort Lewis, which is about an hour's drive 
from Seattle in Washington Stale. The Fort 
is the home of the American 1st Corps and 
houses some 70,000 US service personnel.

Continued Page 22

Left: Vikings go through the live firing grenade Fibua skills house at Fort Lewis. 
Above: W 02 (CSM) Davis and Major Burrell of A Company feeling the cold on the 

Yakima training area. Below: Firing 51mm HE on the company battlerun.



News from the Vikings

Left: Sgt Gridley enjoying the skiing package at Snoqualmie. Right: B Company makes a big impression w ith  the locals. 

From Page 21
Facilities on base included two huge gymna
siums. a bowling alley, a cinema, a roller 
skating rink and a massive PX.

Once complete in Fort Lewis the battle 
group undertook an eight-day training pack
age around the Fort Lewis complex. The 
emphasis was on live firing with all compa
nies rotating through section and platoon 
attack ranges. A particular highlight was the 
tyre house, a purpose-built Fibua range 
w hich allow ed  the th row ing  of live 
grenades. This certain ly  provided some 
exhilarating moments for both exercising 
troops and safety staff alike.

The battle group was also able to make 
use of other facilities such as the confidence 
course, the assault course, abseiling towers, 
the bayonet assault course and waterman
ship training on the many Likes and rivers in 
the area. One of the most enjoyable features 
o f  the package w as the opportunity  to 
undertake a degree of cross-training with 
our American counterparts.

The m obile M ilan platoon took full 
advantage of this and spent two days train
ing with an A m erican  arm oured u n it 
equ ip p ed  with M l Ab ram s tanks. The 
Americans were generous enough to let the 
V ik in g s  form the complete crew for some of 
their tanks and to practise driver training lo 
their heart's content.

On completion of the Fort Lewis pack

22

age, the battle group then moved onto a 
three week rotation which consisted of a 
skiing package, a period of training at Camp 
Bonneville and a company live firing battle 
run at the Yakima Firing Centre. The skiing 
package was based at the Snoqualmie resort 
in the Cascade Mountains. Every morning 
about 140 intrepid Vikings clad mostly in 
issued Gorretex boarded 4-tonners hound 
for a day on the slopes. Their arrival sur
prised. not to say mildly alarm ed, the 
natives. The Battery and PRT skied at 
Mission Ridge which was closer to Yakima. 
During this package Sgt Osborne set a new 
record for the fastest descent of the moun
tain, mostly on his backside!

Camp Bonneville is a small training 
area on the border between Washington and 
Oregon State The companies used their 
time there to conduct an escape and evasion 
exercise. C Company succeeded in getting a 
team of American interrogation experts to 
assist with the exercise. Starting from a 
blank sheet of paper, the team was able to 
establish all it needed to know about 24 
Brigade. The Royal Anglian Regimenl and 
Maj Wenham’s personal habits'

Having completed the escape and eva
sion the companies then moved to Yakima 
in order to carry out a three-day live firing 
exercise. This was conducted on the multi
purpose range complex, which is a state-of- 
the-art computer controlled range facility

some 2 km by 5 km. The exercise was co
ordinated by Maj W ylie and was designed 
to involve all battle group weapon systems. 
The format for the exercise  was for the 
com panies to c a rry  ou t an a ll-night 
approach march culm inating in the breach 
of an enemy wire obstacle using Bangalore 
Torpedoes.

The companies then advanced to con- 
tact. attacking and destroying four enemy 
positions u sing  sm all arm s. M ilan SF 
Machine Guns, m ortars and artillery On 
completion of the four a ttacks the compa
nies then moved into a pre dug defensive 
position and engaged fleeing targets with 
LAW 94mm and 51mm mortars. During the 
night the platoons were involved in fighting 
patrols and tank ambushes using Milan. In 
the early hours o f the morning the company 
was faced with a sustained attack from the 
enemy which forced it to withdraw in con
tact The battle run finished with a company 
deliberate attack which gave commanders a 
chance to practise full battle procedure.

The final phase of the military training 
was a battle group dry firing exercise based 
on the training areas around Fort Lewis. A 
combination of some extremely close coun
try and very cold weather put the comman
der's navigation and troops' field discipline 
to the test Part o f the exercise involved the 
Battalion conducting an exfiltration at sec- 

Continued Page 23



News from the Vikings

Above: Pte Simpson occupies his 
trench at Yakima. Above right: 
Recce Platoon posing as usual. 

Right: C Company moving across 
the line of departure (or the final 

attack at Stanta. Below: Drummers 
observe their arcs on Gryphons Lift.

From Page 22
tion level. As the Battery was providing the 
hunter force, the stakes were high if any of 
the Vikings were caught. The exercise fin
ished with a battle group advance to contact 
using British and American airborne recce 
patrols to locate enemy positions.

With the military training over, all that 
was left was for the battle group to enjoy 
some well earned R and R. Some travelled 
as far as Los Angeles. Hawaii and New 
York. However a firm favourite with the 
Vikings was Vancouver due to the legal age 
for consumption of alcohol being only 19 
rather than 21 as in the USA.

Exercise Gryphons Lift
The Battalion enjoyed two weeks of well- 
earned leave post Exercise Trumpet Dance, 
with the exception of B Company which 
attended the battle group trainer as part of 3 
Regiment AAC. The remainder returned to 
work on Mar 13 and spent three d a ys 
preparing for Exercise Gryphons Lift.

On Mar 16 the Battalion deployed to 
Stanford training area and moved into 

Continued Page 24



News from the Vikings

Above: Mr Richard Mottram PUS (Des) learns how to drive 
an ATMP. Below: Pte Charles smiling as usual.

From Page 23
Wretham Camp for a couple of days train
ing prior to the start of the Brigade exercise. 
During this time the companies carried out 
Milan battlefield  casualty  replacement 
cadres. In addition the White One crew put 
the Battalion through a practice night fly 
out. We also hosted RWF Poole from the 
Daily Telegraph who was writing an article 
about 24 Airmobile Brigade.

The first half of the exercise confirmed 
the employment of the battle group in the 
traditional blocking role. We deployed to 
RAF Woodbridge and then flew back up to 
Stanta and set up a defensive position cen
tred on Frog Hill. After digging all night the 
Battalion was tasked w ith hosting Mr 
Richard Mottram, the Permanent Under 
Secretary of State (Designate). The rifle 
company soldiers ensured that Mr Mottram 
left with a clear picture of airmobility at belt 
buckle level.

Phase 2 o f the exercise  saw the 
Battalion engaged in offensive operations. B 
and C Companies took part in an attack to 
destroy pockets o f enem y resistance at 
Sculthorpe Airfield in North Norfolk, and to 
crater the runway to prevent its further use 
by enemy forces. The Battle Group returned 
to Woodbridge in order to plan for the final 
attack on the Harrier Strip. The operation 
involved a flyout from W oodbridge to 
Stanta. The companies then waded over the 
River Wissey prior to attacking the enemy 
which was provided by 101st Airborne from 
the US.

Run-up to the colours parade
A and C Companies were both involved in 
Exercise Red Shank which is a RAAT task 
to provide exercising troops for the TA 
com pany co m m an d er's  course at 
Warminster. The troops under command of 
Majors Burrell and Wenham obviously did 
well as glowing letters arrived from the 
Com m andant of the C om bined Arms 
Training Centre congratulating them on a 
job well done

The priority since the end of Red Shank 
has been towards the colours parade. At the 
same time, however, we are training teams 
for the 4 Division skill-at-arms meeting, the 
m ulti-national division (central) patrols 
competition and the Nijmegen marches. 
Particular mention should be made of our 
two Nijmegen march teams which under 
command of 2Lt Gregory and 2Lt Preeston, 
managed to finish first and second respec
tively from a field of 111 teams in their 
practice march at RAF Benson on the week
end of Apr 22/23.

The Viking chefs have also hosted a 
Continued Page 25
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News from the Vikings
From Page 24
Look at Life visit from some 60 children 
from 11 schools around the Colchester area 
as part of food safety week. The SQMS, 
W 02 Preston, gave the children an insight 
into field catering and the delights of compo 
rations, as well as a tour of the various 
messes. In the afternoon the children wore 
off some energy by taking pan in some pot
ted sports in the gymnasium, followed by 
prize giving from the CO.

Conclusion
The Vikings have had a busy and varied six 
months and we now enter the 24 Brigade 
exercise season, starting with Exercise 
Gryphons Claw on May 1-5. In the next six 
months the Battalion will be carrying out 
recces for Exercise Grand Prix in Kenya in 
January 1996, which is the next big 'look 
forward’ for the Vikings.

Commended 
for acts 

of bravery
TWO of our soldiers have been com
mended for conspicuous acts of brav
ery . LCpI S hepherd  saved  a m an 
from drowning off the coast at G reat 
Y arm outh last y ear and has been 
n o m inated  fo r an  a w a rd  by th e  
Royal Hum ane Society. D rum m er 
Willsher has been awarded a G O C’s 
C om m endation  fo r re scu in g  a 
wom an from  a b u rn in g  house in 
B ra in tre e  and  was vo ted  th e  
Braintree and William Times Man of 
the Year. They have both been nomi
nated for a Radar People of the Year 
luncheon.

CSgt Smith of the Vikings is to 
be commended for achieving a dis
tinction on the Recce Platoon com 
m ander's course.

The RQMS. W 02 Webb, is to be 
c o n g ra tu la ted  on an  o u ts ta n d in g  
report from the RQMS’s course.

Cpl Buxton of B Company is to 
be commended for achieving a dis
tinction on the Platoon se rg ea n ts ' 
battle course.

Cpl Keating of A Company is to 
be c o n g ra tu la ted  on su ccessfu lly  
completing the Commando course at 
Lympstone.

Above: A Chinook lifting vehicles on Gryphons Lift. Below: The CO presents prizes 
to Colchester schoolchildren after their Look at Life visit hosted by the Viking chefs.

The mortars showing off their tubes to local schoolchildren.



Poachers

Return from Bosnia
THE Poachers have had a busy six months 
since the last edition of Castle. On return 
from Bosnia the B attalion worked hard 
removing the Chobham armour from the 
Warriors and carrying out the mundane, yet 
necessary, post-tour administration in prepa
ration for leave. In December the Battalion 
paraded through the streets o f Celle to mark 
our return from Bosnia. The address to the 
assembled townsfolk given by Commander
7 A rm oured B rig ad e . Brig A ndrew  
Ridgeway, and the town's mayor told of the 
valuab le  work that the  Poachers had 
achieved in restoring a sense of normality in 
cen tral Bosnia. They a lso  heard o f the 
co urage  d isp lay ed  by m em bers o f  the 
Battalion who had been injured during the 
tour as well as the supreme sacrifice of Capt 
Steve Wormald, who gave his life in the ser
vice of peace.

After a hectic week of dining outs, the

Battalion said farewell to the Commanding 
Officer Lt Col John McColl who, after two- 
and-a-half years, was ceremoniously pulled 
out o f camp in a Warrior. He was succeeded 
by Lt Col David Clements. We also said 
farewell to the QM, Maj David Whitehead, 
on his handover to Capt Bill O ’Driscoll, 
before the Battalion went on three week's 
well-earned post-Bosnia leave.

On return the Battalion was launched 
into an extremely intensive cadre period and 
preparations for deployment to Batus. These 
included the specialist platoon numbers 
cadres and a potential JNCO cadre run by 
Capt Gary Morris. Mortar Platoon had a 
numbers cadre which culminated in some 
excellent live firing on Munsterlager ranges. 
The Signal Platoon got a much needed 
chance to run two RRU cadres and a 
Standard ll cadre in the space o f three 
months. No less than 14 cadres have been

run with some 290 students being supported 
by 70 instructors.

The return from Bosnia has meant that 
it was necessary rapidly to re-acquire the 
conventional war armoured infantry tactics 
with Batus looming on the horizon for all 
three rifle companies and the majority o f 
Support Company. The first companies, B 
and C C om panies, under com m and o f  
M ajors A lisda ir W ilde and  R ichard  
C lem ents, respectively , will deploy on 
Exercise Medicine Man I . The third com
pany. A Company, to deploy to  Batus is 
currently preparing to deploy on Exercise 
Medicine Man 3 in support of the RDG. The 
companies began their build up to Batus at 
the Simnet trainer at Grafenwohr in south
ern Germany where ‘virtual reality' training 
was conducted in a com puter sim ulated 
environment. This refreshed everyone to the 

Continued Page 27
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News from the Poachers

Left: A ‘wounded’ comrade is extracted 
out of contact at Sennelager. Above: 
Realistic Operation Grapple 6 training 
at Sennelager. Above right: Cpl Gray, 
Sgt Curtis and Cpl Fuller take a break 
during Operation Grapple 6 training in 

Sennelager. Right: No not Bosnia but A 
Company's UN base' at Sennelager.

From Page 26
procedures involved in w orking w ith 
armour and gave commanders at all levels a 
chance to practise command and control in 
all phases of war.

In addition to preparing for Batus. all 
the mandatory tests that are so  much a part 
of the infantryman’s life had to be com 
pleted. During the first week in February the 
Battalion held a skill-at-arms period during 
which the B atta lion  com pleted ATDs. 
APWTs and tickle shoots. Capt Beart cap
tained the Snipers to a very comfortable 
score of 3H2 in the Sniper Cup.

Although the Battalion is extrem ely 
busy it has still found time lo play some 
sport. On Feb 1 the Officers' Mess versus 
WOs’ and Sgts’ Mess football was a keenly- 
contended match. Despite some excellent 
goal-keeping by Maj Andy Wiles, the WOs' 

Continued Page 28
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News from the Poachers

Above: Capt Morris and W 02 Prime with top 10 PNCO students. 
Below: Operation Grapple 6 training at Sennelager.

From Page 27
and S g ts ' M ess w on the m atch and also  the 
n e w  W o rm a ld  t ro p h y .  O n  F e b  5 , th e  
B atta lion  h o sted  the 7 A rm oured  B rigade 
b a d m in to n  c o m p e t i t io n .  O n M ar t th e  
B a t ta l io n  b a s k e tb a l l  te a m , le d  by  th e  
A djutant. C apt S tuart C arver, was narrowly 
beaten in the final o f the 7 Brigade basket
b all c o m p e tit io n . S o m e  m em b ers  o f  th e  
B a t ta lio n  a ls o  m a n a g e d  to  g e t d o w n  to  
B avaria  fo r tw o  w eeks to  com ple te  som e 
basic w inter training on skis.

The P o a c h ers  w ere  a lso  re sp o n sib le , 
during the spring, for train ing  o f I D and D 
and all their supporting  arm s p rior to their 
deploym ent to Bosnia on O peration G rapple 
6. The m ajority of the B attalion m oved to 
S ennelager for tw o  and a -h a lf w eeks in a 
c a re fu lly  m an ag ed  p ro g ram m e  to  en su re  
m inim um  d isruption  to the ongoing cadres. 
D uring  o u r pre B o sn ia  tra in in g  w e w ere  
given som e realistic  and useful training by 
the B attalion that was tra in ing  us Now that
it was ou r turn to d o the training every effort 
was m ade to en su re  the tra in in g  package  
was of the very highest standard. A consid
erable am ount o f hard  w ork  and tim e w as 
put in by th e  c o m p a n ie s  in co n s tru c tin g  
e x tre m e ly  re a lis t ic  U N s c e n a r io s  on  the  

Continued Page 30
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News from the Poachers

Above: On return from exercise Capt Morris explains to W 02 
Prime how he managed to avoid putting on any cam cream. 

Right: LCpI Jackson supervises the removal of a foot from his 
Warrior's rear idler. Below: LCpI Wellard commands during a 

Warrior driving cadre. Below right: Cpl Cowen models the 
latest soldier 95 kit.
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News from the Poachers

Above: Pte Turnball of C Company 
receives first aid from two Sappers 

during Operation Grapple 6 training.
Left: Officers' Mess football team, moral 

victors. Left bottom: WOs’ and Sgts' 
Mess team -  the Cantonas of Celle.

From Page 28
Sennelager ranges. Hard targets were 
repainted and moved by bulldozer, sangar* 
built and trenches dug. In some cases entire 
UN bases were built in order to ensure com
plete authenticity and range wardens were 
amazed to arrive at their ranges to find that 
their huts had been painted white. OC A 
Company. Maj Kemp, in pursuance of per
fection asked for considerable logistic sup
port in improving his range.

Not to be ou tdone the QM, Capt 
O’Driscoll, set to to provide everything he 
was asked for w ithout exception. This 
finally came to a head when Maj Kemp's 
range was finished and set for the arrival of 
the exercising troops -  with a Warrior dug 
in hull down in the range car park and the 
last of only three PA systems in Germany, 
having broken the first two!

The effort put in by the Poachers was 
certainly rewarded by some high praise 
given from the senior officers who visited 
and by some very useful and realistic train
ing being achieved. Most o f Battalion 
H eadquarters and Signal Platoon then 
moved lo Detmold to form part of Locon for 

Continued Page 32
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News from the Poachers

Above: Maj Bacon talks to Pte Birkin at the end of the 
PNCO cadre Right Ptes Dunn and Correa unearth a 500W 

generator during the Std ll cadre Below Pte Renshaw 
cleans a 94mm drill round after PNCO cadre final exercise
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News from the Poachers

Above: Maj Gen Cordy Simpson talks to the Std ll signallers. 
Below: 128 years of undetected crime -  8 LS and GC recipients.

From Page 30
the Division CPX Exercise Rhino Sword. 
This was an excellent opportunity for us to 
practise the latest 7 A rm oured Brigade 
SOPs and streamline the procedural aspects 
in the running of BG Headquarters. The 
Sobraon dinner was held on Feb 16 in the 
Officers’ Mess and on Feb IO in the WOs' 
and Sgts' Mess.

A lso in F eb ru ary  C om m ander 7 
Armoured Brigade, Brigadier Ridgeway, 
paid his farewell visit to the Battalion prior 
to his handover.

On Feb 17 the Battalion hosted a visit 
from Comd 1 (UK) Arm oured Division. 
Maj Gen Roddy Cordy Simpson. He visited 
the tactics and Std l l  signals cadres and 
awarded signallers badges He- then awarded 
eight LS and GC medals to members o f the 
Sgts’ Mess and had lunch in the Officers' 
Mess.

February  a lso  saw  the las t o f Ihe 
Battalion fleet of W arriors returning from 
being resprayed to their original green and 
black camouflage a s  memories o f Bosnia 
seemed to fade into the dim and distant past.

Batus training continued with live firing 
packages on the ranges at Bergen Hohne 
With the usual annual Warrior GSTEs being 
fired as well as the new Oscar shoot which 
proved a very demanding test. A Company 

Continued Page 33
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News from the Poachers

Above: Sgt Curtis controls safety during 
Operation Grapple 6 training. Right: 

The colours on parade in the centre of 
Celle town after the Battalion's return 

from Bosnia. Below: A dug in Warrior in 
a 'UN base' on Sennelager ranges.

From Page 32
managed lo excel at this shoot and did par
ticularly well achieving a score of 71%, the 
highest in the Army this year. With the clo
sure of the Soltau training area there has not 
been the opportunity to spend as much time 
on work up training in Germany as has been 
the case in the past.

Despite this a lack of real estate and 
also having the interruption of the Operation 
Grapple 6 training package, which made 
pre-B atus training lim e lim ited , the 
Poachers have proved this was no obstacle 
to ensuring that they are fully prepared for 
the challenge that lies ahead.

On Mar 30 the RSMs handed over with 
WOl Pallant taking over from WOl Cutter 
who we wish the very best of luck in civvy 
street.

Trenchard Barracks was again quiet 
with B and C Companies away on leave in 
mid-April and on return from lease immedi
ately off to Canada, A Company on pre- 
Batus training and any remaining personnel 
in UK preparing for the presentation of new 
colours parade in UK.

The Battalion can look forward to a less 
turbulent, but probably just as busy, period 
in the second half of the year as it prepares 
lo hand over to 2 RRF and move back to 
Warminster as the CATC battlegroup in 
March 19%.
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Steelbacks
Preparation for re-roling

Above: 54 Brigade military skills competition -  part of the winning team. Left to right: 
top -  Sgt Smith, Pte Liston; bottom -  Re Clements, 2Lt Bullard and Pte Thompson. 

Below: The Nijmegen marchers in front of 125th anniversary British Red Cross 
banner. Left to right: top -  2Lt Moran, Cpl Cambell, 2Lt Bullard, Sgt Smith, Ptes 

Gow and Germany, LCpI Peach; bottom -  Res Davidson, Skeggs, Thompson, Maj 
Davidson OC, Cpl Brannigan, Res Clements, O'Neil, Cpl Porter.

THE last six months has been particularly 
eventful for the Battalion with the training 
front dominated by the 54 Brigade military 
skills competition, some key changes in per
sonnel and the announcement and prepara
tion for the B a tta lio n ’s re-ro ling . The 
Battalion remains well recruited although 
the flow of recruits can never be taken for 
granted.

The brigade military skills competition 
took place on the weekend of Mar 10-12 on 
the Stanford training area. The competition 
involved first aid, a battle shoot, a  command 
task, an assault course, field craft and a 
night navigation exercise. They all took 
place on the Saturday with a speed march, 
log race and falling plate shoot on the 
Sunday. The Sunday events were preceded 
by the brigade church parade which was a 
som ewhat poignant occasion given the 
looming disbandment of 54 Brigade (the 
Battalion is now part of 49 (East) Brigade).

It is notable that the 54 Brigade compe
tition was won by a 20-man team from 3 
Company led by 2Lt Gary Bullard. This 
competition has probably meant more for 3 

Continued Page 36
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News from the Steelbacks

Above: 
Preparation for 

i brigade military 
, skills command 

task. Left to 
r i ght: Cpl Wenn. 

LCpI Peach. Cpl 
Porter. Pte 

Cochrane, Pte 
Burnett (Comd).

| Left: Nijmegen 
March training.
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News from the Steelbacks

From Page 34
Company than any other sub unit in the 
Brigade since the winning teams received 
the Veal Trophy. Many readers will know 
that Maj Mike Veal was OC 3 Company at 
the time of his death and that the trophy was 
presented at the end of the competition by 
his widow Mrs Diane Veal. The closeness 
o f the competition made 3 Company’s suc
cess all the sweeter. The trophy will be used 
in the 49 Brigade Com petition and 3 
Company feels bullish about retaining it. 
Headquarter Company’s team was neck- 
and-neck with 3 Company during the com
petition and at the end was only one point 
behind. However HQ Company won last 
year and from a Battalion perspective it was 
good to see the Veal trophy passed to 
another 5 Royal Anglian team rather than 
one from another battalion.

3 Company has also been preparing to 
send a team of 12 to the Nijmegen march in 
Holland. There were 20 volunteers and there 
has been regular training to get them, and 
more particularly their feet, into condition to 
march 100 miles in four days. This has often 
meant them marching back to the TA Centre 
after a weekend training exercise, which is 
no mean achievement if you have spent the 
best part of the last 36 hours without sleep. 
A useful spin off of the Nijmegen training 
has been a heightened local media interest 
in 3 Company. This is particularly useful for 
recruiting.

The Battalion has also been successful 
in the orienteering field with the team from
2 Company leading the way by finishing 
second in the Eastern D istrict cham pi
onships. The team was led by W 02 Byford. 
CSM 2 Company. 2 Company's orienteers 
are now fixing their sights on the UKLF 
championships at Catterick in May.

The permanent staff have also been 
involved in a number of reporting activities, 
including a successful winter badminton 
tournament in which the final match was 
won by the RSM, Mr Hillier, partnered by 
Mr Stewart Holmes from the stores. Capt 
Clyde Aylin, HQ Company's PSAO, also 
continues to carTy all before him in his vet
eran’s tennis matches.

With regard to forthcoming events, the 
Signal Platoon is planning a sponsored walk 
in aid o f the R egim ental M useum at 
Duxford. W 02 Reed, Sgt Dade (PSI) and 
Cpl Fowkes will be leading the team. The 
plan is to walk coast-to-coast from St Bees 
in Lancashire lo Robin Hood Bay in North 
Yorkshire, a total o f 200 m iles. The 
Battalion wishes the team every success.

2 Com pany’s soccer side has also 
acquitted itself admirably with a 2-1 win 
over an RLC squadron, together with a 5-5 
away draw against Headquarter Company.

The Battalion is now over the initial 
feelings of sadness regarding the decision to 
re-role the B attalion as a T ransport 
Regiment of the Royal Logistic Corps and is

Visit by HQ RLC (V) to Peterborough, 
with Lt Col P G R Horrell TD and 
Col MEA Syms OBE (centre).

working looking forward lo the implementa
tion phase. Smiles were certainly evident 
when it was discovered that the unit would 
have over 70 motorcycles. However, the 
driver (raining required to make the unit fit 
for this role will be substantial and repre
sents a major commitment by the Army.

A Royal Logistic Corps team led by 
Col Mike Syms made a presentation at 
Peterborough on Mar 2 1 1995 to outline the 
type of training that will be needed when 
the Battalion re-roles next year.

Unfortunately as part of the re-roling 
and because o f real esta te  needs, the 
B attalion will be losing the present 3 
Company in Cambridge to 5 Royal Anglian, 
its former parent unit, and 2 Company in 
Hertford to 7 Royal Anglian. 2 Company 
has always been a constituent part of 5 
Royal Anglian. In exchange the Battalion 
will gain a company from 7 Royal Anglian 
and one from 6 Royal Anglian. The respec
tive locations are L oughborough and 
Ipswich. The exchange of companies will 
not take place until after annual camp and 
the new unit will not come into existence 
until April 1996.

Fortunately the Battalion, even in its 
new guise, will continue to  maintain the 

Continued Page 37
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News from the Steelbacks

Above: Lt Col P G R  Horrell TD hands 
over command of the Steelbacks to Lt 

Col D J W Baylis. Above right: LCpI 
Duffy and Pte Sammons ‘beef up’ a 
snap VCP. Right: QM Maj Crosbie- 

Wood presents RSM WOI Hillier with 
the trophy for winning the permanent 

staff badminton competition, ably 
assisted by Stewart Holmes (ex-Viking).

From Page 36
links with the Regiment and the first CO of 
the new unit will be a Royal Anglian, Lt Col 
David Baylis.

Our present CO. Lt Col Peter Horrell, 
handed over command at the beginning of 
May to Lt Col Baylis. Lt Col Horrell has 
been with the Battalion since his days as an 
officer cadet and all ranks of the Battalion 
wish him good luck for the future, He pre
sented the Battalion Officers' Mess with a 
superb claret jug and the officers presented 
the CO with a number of pieces of crystal lo 
add to his collection.

There have, of course, been a number 
of promotions during the last six months 
and congratulations are due to W 02 Slater 
at Headquarter Company who is a major 
force in recruit training and to W 02 De' ath 
who has moved from colour sergeant to 
CSM Headquarter Company.

3 Company has had a change of PSI 
with CSgt Garner leaving in January with

the best wishes o f the Com pany and the 
Battalion for the future. CSgt Tilly from 2 
Royal Anglian has now settled in and all 
ranks wish him a successful tour with the 
Battalion.

The Battalion is in good shape and is 
looking forward to annual camp and to the 
reorganisation and. for a t least part of the 
present Battalion, re-roling It will as always 
give its best
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Castle Focus
A range of items are still required for the Regimental Museum

More artefacts wanted

C P Simpson 
—Rugby, 

E ngland 
C lover 

whic h 
G old

la inp io^k  sJcJyra': 
C k^oe  S u r a f c  CJ

WITH the Imperial War Museum designers 
now canying out detekjfed-work it is becom
ing clearer exactly wUnl into each
exhibit. Some m isW g K en ts^m j^b een  
identified. The ftM oVm g are 
required by the Project Offjj 
A Veitch -  tel: 0W3V545fT(5j 
or 0 1780 MH()2jfnome)l.-

RegimeSAlM(isic.M Re fol
ing: Massed B J ti^ o f  tfwiQueers Divis 
H o rseg u a rd s  t^ t j i jp ^ a jn r e r s ’ ‘Un‘ 
C over’; Mai'sed B ihjifjroj the Q ie e  
Division Beating Retre'»t;'8ttlfatk Milii 
Band C assette; P o a c W r lV p ifc ^ r l in \  
‘Echoes of an Era', ‘OlJ^J [jM y  
3rd Battalion’s ‘Music for a1<<gim' 
Dinner’; ‘Poachers Prowl (BBC 
Does anyone have any other recordini 
for exam ple, ‘Poachers in C o n c e rt’ 
(Felixstowe)?

■  Film. Does anyone hold film, particu
larly on the amalgamation of the county reg
iments in 1958-60 into the East Anglian reg
iments, and other historic events and opera
tions or exercises.

■  Band Items. Photographs of Band activi
ties are needed (overseas, O peration  
Granby, military training. Royal engage
ments, on board ship).

■  Plaques. I and 3 East Anglian. 4 Royal 
Anglian and Tiger Company plaques are 
sought.

■  NI. Early shield wanted.

■  Flags. Wanted -  I and 3 East Anglian; 
East German and Soviet (from  Berlin); 
Flosy (Aden); IRA/Republican and Ulster 
Red Hand (NI). We hold a Cypriot national 
flag -  is there a Greek Cypriot flag?

■  Berlin. Any interesting items relating to 
the wall, sectors, military train, Spandau 
prison, allied kommandatura

■  M edals. The fo llow ing are sought: 
GSMs Aden (2), R adfan. B orneo, N l. 
miniature Nl, LSGC (2). Operation Granby 
group, TD (2) and TEM.

■  Sportsm en. The only in te rn atio n al 
sportsmen so far identified are: Cpl G A

Gooden, 3rd Battalion -  England Athletics -  
did he run internationally ’62-’65?; Sgt L 
Paul, 3rd Battalion -  GB Bobsleigh '87 to 
present. England and GB Athletics ’89; Pte 
Strudwick, 3rd Battalion -  England Boxing, 

^ d a te ? ; LCpI M axwell, 3rd B attalion  -  
i&Bljnd Boxing, date?; Cpl W Taylor, 2nd 

film.- Wales and GB Athletics, ’77; Lt 
1st B attalion -  England 

CW! R Tancred, 1st Battalion 
tics, ’6 4 -’68; Cpl C 
Athletics, date? In 

fnsC ommon wealth

Royal Anglian
axe (if such
parachute badgeT'fttldloQiqja 
hat; white gauntlets fl|r hion'ee 
pair mess wellingtons; 2 sWtjrds . 
scabbards; 4 Royal Anglian tie.'st^b 
b lazer badge, o ffice r' and ORs 
badges; 1 East Anglian stable belt!' 
Anglian Regimental Association badge; 
officers' Britannia buttons, large and small 
pace stick.

■  Photograph. A photograph o f 3 East 
Anglian soldier in B D marching order in 
1958 is wanted. Also of the 4th Battalion 
pioneer sergeant and a 1st Battalion drum
mer in no.3 dress 
whites.

Anglian journals -  all; 2nd East Anglian 
journals -  all; 3rd East Anglian journals -  
issues no.4 Vol 1, nos. 1 and 5 Vol 2; Royal 
Anglian Castle -  issues nos.2 and 5 Vol 4, 
nos.4, 6, 9, l l  Vol 8. no.4 Vol 9, all issues 
1977-86.

A great deal o f m aterial has been 
donated over recent months, but much more 
is needed to bring the exhibits to life, partic
ularly with items of a personal nature. One 
such donation, of great interest, for exam
ple, was a recently donated 57 pattern 
haversack with its complete contents.

A special mention must be made of the 
generous gift of a mass of uniforms, equip- 

nt and documents (particularly covering 
and Aden) by the family of the late 

A Veitch.
IO have contributed are: Maj 

W 0 2  De’ath, clothing; 
tpi^Mti. CaPt Greenough.

icad, clothing, 
laments, NJ cguipment; 
'don, famttii 

pt Beale, photo] 
ccouUem en 

s; I Hook 
t. Ml equipment; Lt Stephenson, 

t r .fne, information; Maj Hipkin. 
attalK^kJst Dajj cowfr Gibraltar. Maj 

/Ro£te»s. M a lay s  CT npass, maps; Maj 
Lywoiw; medatevjJTCol Garnett, maps; J 
Batt-Rowden Esq, Material on Gibraltar; Lt 
Col Forbes, APTuJ research into interna
tional sportsmen; S/Sgt Simpson, records, 
CDs; Sgt Merryweather. records, CDs; Col 
Goldschmidt, mess kit and medals.

and wet-
>hs; Maj 

Maj 
research;

■  Maps. O per
ational maps of 
Bahrain, Libya, 
Malta, Gibraltar, 
UN Cyprus.

■  R egim ental 
Journals A com
plete set of East 
and Royal 
Anglian journals 
will be needed by 
the attendant for 
reference. The 
lo llow ing arc 
needed: 1st East
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Presentation of Colours

Ceremony with splendour
THE Isl and 2nd Battalions were presented 
with neu colours by Her Royal Highness 
The Princess M argaret, our Deputy 
Colonel-in-Chief, at the Imperial War 
Museum at Duxford on Apr 24, ’95.

One always has to start .111 article about 
an outdoor event in the UK b> mentioning 
the weather, which on this particular day 
was overcast and rather cold but mercifully 
the wind was not too strong dor Duxford) 
and the rain held off until the latter part of 
the afternoon.

Over 3,500 people attended what 
turned out to be a truly splendid event. The 
stands were packed, ihe overflow chairs 
were all lull and many people who had 
been held up on the motorway and other 
approach roads had to he seated in chairs to 
the rear of the parade. Space was at a pre
mium and as we knew only too well so was 
time, because our Deputy Colonel-in-Chief 
was to arrive at 1130 and depart at 1430 
sharp. There was a great deal to pack into a 

very short space of time.
The parade was a tremendous success. 

The drill was of the highest order and quite

remarkable, bearing in mind that only three 
weeks had been available for preparation. 
Everyone kepi in step, no-one fell out and 
everybody on the advance in review order 
managed lo count the appropriate number 
of steps accurately! Truly miraculous and 
truly wonderful to behold.

t he parade marched on al 1055, the 
Minden Band 111 all its scarlet glory led by 
the drums of Ihe 1st and 2nd Battalions. 
The parade was brought to attention by the 
parade commander, Lt Col Roger Brum, 
for a general salute which w as taken by the 
Lord Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire, Mr 
James Crowden, with in attendance. Lt 
Gen Michael Walker our Deputy Colonel. 
Maj Gen Ray Pen the Director of Infantry 
and the Colonel of the Regiment.

At 1125 precisely (what else would 
you expect of the Royal flight! Her Royal 
Highness's helicopter landed, introductions 
were made by the Lord Lieutenant and the 
party moved in their limousines 0 1 1 1 0  the 
parade ground tor the Royal Salute.

The inspection followed and the old 
colours were marched off to the strains of

Auld Lang Syne The consecration of the 
new colours then took place with the 
Chaplain General the Rev Doctor Dobbin, 
attended by the Right Rev Monsignor 
Louden. P rinc ip le  Roman Catholic 
Chaplain for the Army, our own Honorary 
Chaplain the Rev Tom Hiney and the Rev 
P M Carter. Senior Chaplain to 24 Air 
Mobile Brigade officiating. Aller the con
secration the presentation of the colours 
took place by our Deputy Colonel-in- 
Chief

Princess Margaret then addressed the 
parade as follows:

" It gives me g rea t p lea su re  to be 
with you today, a t the Im peria l War 
M useum  t o p re se n t new co lo u rs , on 
behalf of Her Majesty the Queen, to the 
1st and 2nd B a tta lio n s  the  Royal 
Anglian Regiment.

Em blazoned on these new colours 
a re  the  b a tt le  h o n o u rs  o f the  seven 
county regiments who came together 30 
years ago to form  the Royal Anglian 

Continued Page 42
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Presentation of Colours

The New Guard of Colours. Rear row (left to right): CSgt SM Knights, CSgt R Langley Stevens, W02 GO Hughes, WOI (RSM) CD 
Hoyles, Lt DJ Ward, 2Lt AHC Borgnis, Capt AB Behrt, Lt JND Bowes, WOI (RSM) SN Pallant, W 02 AD Ralph, CSgt LF Hall, CSgt KP 
Keen. Front row: Capt RW Potter MBE, Maj NG Burrell, Maj PD Jones, Lt Col RM Brunt MBE. Maj Gen PPD Stone, CB OBE, Deputy 

Colonel-in-Chief, Rev Dr V Dobbin MBE QHC, Lt Col DJ Clements MBE, Maj AM Wylie, Maj MH Wenham, Capt DG Goude MBE

The Old Guard: 
Rear row (left to 

right) CSgt Martin, 
Csgt Newman, 

Dmr MJ 
Montgomery, 

CSgt RA Cousins. 
Csgt AW Glynn 

Front row: Lt FJR 
Grounds, W 02 

MW Hamilton, 2Lt 
PM Birch. 2Lt JD 

Hughes, W 02 RN 
Hayton, 2Lt G 

Toyn.

41



Presentation of Colours
From Page 40
Regiment. The period o f amalgamation 
will be rem em bered  by m any form er 
m em bers o f those reg im en ts who are 
watching the parade  today. In the last 
few years, similar changes to the balance 
of influence in the world which led to the 
o rig inal fo rm ation  of y o u r Regiment, 
have caused fu r th e r  reductions in the 
armed forces, leading to the loss of your 
3rd Battalion in 1992, and the re-roling 
of your $th Battalion in early 1996.

For a Regiment which is so closely 
iden tified , bo th  h is to rica lly  and geo
graphically, w ith its founding counties, I 
know what pressures this placed on the 
four rem ain ing  b a tta lio n s  to identify 
p ro p e rly  w ith th e  n ine  co u n ties  you 
proudly represent.

I believe that there  is all the more 
reason therefore, to emphasise the essen
tial links with your counties (Norfolk, 
Suffolk. C am bridgeshire, Lincolnshire, 
L e ic e s te rsh ire , N o rth a m p to n sh ire , 
Bedfordshire, H ertfordshire and Essex) 
fo r th a t  is w here  th e  R eg im en t will 
always draw its soldiers and its strength 
from.

Also we re m e m b e r  M inden, 
W aterloo, Burm a. N orth West Europe, 
Korea and the m any o th er battle hon
ours you proudly  c a rry  on these new 
colours. For they represen t the history 
that so clearly hinds your Regiment with 
its past, and sets the  s tandards fo r its 
future. This, I can assure you, is a hard 
earned and priceless asset that can never 
be changed or reduced  reg ard less  of 
what the future may hold.

I entrust these colours to your safe
keeping. confident that you will continue 
to uphold the long trad itions of service 
and sacrifice they represent and that you 
will m ain ta in  and safeg u ard  the high 
standards set by those who have gone 
before you.

I give you my best wishes fo r the 
fu tu re , and pray  th a t w herever these 
colours may be carried, it will be in the 
cause of peace.”

The Colonel of the Regiment then replied:

“ Your Royal Highness, on behalf of 
all r a n k s  o f T h e  R oyal Anglian 
R egim ent, and all those  p resen t here 
today, thank  you fo r honouring us by 
your presence on this very special occa
sion and for presenting the 1st and 2nd 
B atta lions w ith th e ir  new colours on 
behalf of Her Majesty the Queen. May I 
also thank you for your gracious words.

Continued Page 43
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M any of u s  g a th e r e d  h e re  to d ay  

know you well, for yours has been a long 
and much valued  assoc ia tion  with the 
Regiment -  com m encing as Colonel-in- 
Chief of The Suffolk Regiment in 1953 -  
and then Colonel-in-Chief of the 1st Hast 
Anglian Regiment following the am alga
mation of The Suffolk Regiment and The 
Royal N o rfo lk  R e g im e n t in 1958 -  
before becoming o ur Deputy Colonel-in- 
Chief in 1964 on th e  fo rm ation  of The 
Royal Anglian Regim ent.

I know th a t  y o u r  special p osition  
with us th roughout the  last 40 years of 
our evolution m eans th a t you appreciate 
better than m ost th e  c en tra l p a r t o u r 
h istory  has p la y e d  in  su s ta in in g  th e  
cohesion and q u a lity  o f the  R egim ent 
today. I can assure  you that the setbacks 
of recent years may have reduced us in 
num bers, h u t  h a v e  d o n e  n o th in g  to  
weaken these links.

I do not believe th a t th e re  can  be 
any finer symbol o r rallying point for a 
Regiment such as o u rs  than our colours
-  em blazoned w ith  o u r  n am e. R oyal 
Anglian, which is o u r  p resent and o u r 
future -  but also w ith the record of our 
predecessors' b rav ery  and valour lest we 
should ever forget o u r  past.

M a'am , we a re  h o n oured  by y o u r 
presence here today . M ay I assure you 
th a t in th is  u n c e r t a in  w o rld  y o u r  
Regiment will c o n tin u e  to build  on its 
reputation  fo r  p ro fess io n a lism  of the  
highest o rd e r, w h ils t m a in ta in in g  th e  

Continued Page 45

43



Presentation of Colours

44



Presentation of Colours

From Page 43
tra d itio n s  of which we a re  ju s tif iab ly  
p ro u d . O u r new c o lo u rs  w ill be 
resp ec ted  and care fu lly  g u a rd ed  and 
when o p p o r tu n ity  a llo w s, c a r r ie d  as 
p ro u d ly  as those of any o f  o u r  fo re 
bears.”

T h e re  then followed the m a rc h  pas t  by 
Ihe four Guards  of the R egu lar  Bat ta lions  
w i th  t h e i r  new c o lo u r s  f o l l o w e d  by the 
th r e e  V o l u n t e e r  B a t t a l i o n  G u a r d s  w h o  
a p p e a r e d  m i r a c u l o u s l y  f r o m  u n d e r  the  
wing o f the  B52 bomber.  The pa rade then 
f o r m e d  u p  aga in  w ith  th e  f o u r  R e g u l a r  
Guards  in front and three I A G uards  with 
t h e i r  c o l o u r s  b e h i n d .  T h e  a d v a n c e  in 
review o rd e r  and the Royal S a lu te  then  fo l
lowed. T he  parade c o m m an d er  then asked  
our  Deputy  C o lo n e l - in -C h ie f  for p e r m is 
sion to inarch off. which they duty d id  to 
the s t r a in s  of  the  R e g i m e n t a l  m a r c h  A 
truly b rave  sight.

f in a l ly  (and at m i r ac u lo u s  s|ilviI i all 
the c ade ts  whom the R eg im en t  had  invited 
a n d  w h o  h a d  h e l p e d  l i n e  t h e  r o u t e  fo r  
Pr incess  Margaret  as well as he lp ing  w ith 
c h a i r s  a n d  other du t ie s ,  f o l l o w e d  by  the 
m e m b e r s  o f the R e g i m e n ta l  A s s o c i a t i o n  
under  their  three c o lu m n s  o f  the  Vik ings ,  
the Poachers  and the P om padours ,  m arched  
past Her  Royal Highness  to  the  app lause  of 
all assem bled

Pr incess  M arg are t  th e n  re t i red  w h ich  
gave  people  jus t about e n o u g h  t im e to get 
to  the i r  m a rq u ees  for lu n c h  and  r e f r e s h 
m e n t s .  T h e  c l o c k  w a s  a g a i n s t  u s  b in  
despite that, time was found after lunch for 
our  Deputy  C o lone l - in -C h ie f  to meet many 
past and present m em bers  o f  the  Reg im ent .

P e rh a p s  th e  q u o te s  o f  th e  d a y  w e re  
from Associa t ion  m e m bers ,  one  o f  w hom  
asked  H R H  to  " g iv e  my c o m p l i m e n t s  to  
y o u r  s i s te r"  and a n o th e r  w h o  tu rn e d  her  
through 180 deg. with the request  to 'face 
Lofty so he can  take  a p ic ture  o f  you "

O ur Deputy  C o lo n e l - in -C h ie f  took  all 
th is  in good  part ! H R H  then  sat w i th  the 
principal part ic ipants  o f the  parade  for an 
o f f i c i a l  p h o to g r a p h .  T h r e e  c h e e r s  w e re  
given as she Ieft for the  he l icop ter  pad  to  
depart as p lanned at precisely 2.30.

lt  had  b e e n  a s p l e n d i d  an d  m o v i n g  
o c c a s i o n  a n d  g r e a t l y  e n j o y e d  by a l l .  
Subsequently  the Colone l  o f  the  R eg im en t  
sent the  fo l lowing s ignal to all B at ta l ions  
and the D irec to r  o f  M usic  o f  the  M in d e n  
band:

“For C om m anding O fficers and all 
ranks the Vikings and Poachers and all 
m em b ers o f th e  R e g im e n t w ho  s u p 
ported and took part in the parade from 
the Colonel of the Regiment.

Very m any co n g ra tu la tio n s  on an 
ab so lu te ly  f ir s t  r a te  p re s e n ta t io n  of

colours on S atu rd ay  Apr 29. The parade  
w ent l ik e  c lo c k w o rk  a n d  e v e ry o n e  
played  h is p a r t  w ithou t m is tak e . The 
bearing and drill of all of you was of tin- 
highest o rder.

O u r D ep u ty  C o lo n el-in -C h ie f was 
immensely im pressed by all she saw and 
expressed h e r adm iration  of your profes
sionalism and  bearing  to me personally. 
I have a lso  h e a rd  n o th in g  bu t p ra ise  
f ro m  th o se  w ho h a d  th e  p le a s u re  of 
watching.

C ongra tu la tions are  also due to the 
" b ack ro o m  s ta f f "  who su p p o r te d  the  
parade by putting  up  stands, traffic con
tro l and the m any other jo b s th a t went 
unseen bu t which were vital to the suc
cess of the  w hole operation.

Well done everybody. You should be 
ju s t i f ia b ly  p r o u d  o f  w h a t you have  
ach iev ed . My h e u r tfe lt  th a n k s  to  you 
a ll.”

F o o tn o te :  B e c a u s e  o f  t r a f f ic  p r o b le m s .  
s o m e  m ay n o t  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  an o f f ic ia l  
p r o g ra m me R H Q  h a s  some sp a re  a m i a n y 
o n e  w ish ing  to  h a ve  o n e  p le a se  a sk  F irst 
com e, fir s t s e rv ed '
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LCpl Woodcock and Pte Lunn brush up on gun skills prior to deploying to Warcop.

SIN C E the las t C astle  m agazine the 
Battalion has continued to thrive. Rather 
than go into hibernation over the long days 
o f winter, the Battalion has been as active as 
ever.

In November the Battalion took part in 
Exercise Viking Quarry, a 54 (East Anglia) 
Brigade test exercise based at Stanta. The 
exercise was set within a United National 
scenario. A host o f varied incidents ranging 
from the treatment of civilian casualties to a 
Brigade deliberate attack on the Fibua com
plex were tackled. The exercise will not be 
forgotten for some time and some valuable 
lessons were learnt for the BBGT exercise 
the Battalion undertook in December.

B B G T was th e  cu lm in atio n  o f  the 
year’s training for Battalion Headquarters. 
This proved to be a  very demanding but 
informative weekend at Catterick. Despite 
little experience o f the all-arms battle or 
BBGT, the Battalion held its own and came 
away a great deal uplifted and a little wiser 
for the experience. It is a constant source of 
amazement as to how the BBGT team can 
squeeze so much into one battle. Luckily the 
Red Hordes are only symbols on a map.

January, bounty training aside, effec
tively saw the start o f a new training cycle. 
Having concentrated on the attack last year, 
this year will concentrate on defence and the 
counter attack. Perhaps unusually for the 
TA, the year will also have a large ceremo
nial aspect. The Battalion was involved in 
the presentation of new colours to the regu
lar battalions in April and on VE Day exer
c ised  its freedom  o f Bury St Edmunds. 
Lower key parades to commemorate the end 
o f  the Second W orld W ar and 
Remembrance Day will also add to the cere
monial commitment.

At the outset of the year the calendar 
certainly appeared full and so far this year 
has proved to be demanding in a number of 
ways. The year got off to a deceptive start 
w ith the unseasonably  m ild w eather in 
January allowing the companies to blow 
away the winter cobwebs during a couple of 
training weekends. One of these was Bounty 
Hunter which allowed the majority o f  the 
Battalion to achieve their bounty.

In February the focus o f the training

turned to preparation for the annual brigade 
military skills competition. It was decided 
this year to approach this event from the 
‘line o f march’. One weekend was, how
ever, dedicated to preparation for the com
petition. The weekend conducted at Stanta, 
based mainly on a number o f field firing

stands, proved to be an interesting refresher 
of military skills. A number of interesting 
range p rac tices  w ere run. including a 
defence shoot in NBC conditions, live sec
tion attacks, pair CQB and individual skills. 
The competition took place over the week- 

Continued Page 50
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News from the 6th Battalion

Above: Cpl Seeley instructs some new recruits. Left: Cpl Seeley reaches for a 
borough councillor during an employers’ evening. Below: Sgt Mark Hansen and Sgt 

Gwynyth Bisset with Lord Lieutenant Timothy Colman after being presented with 
the Lord Lieutenant’s Certificate for Meritorious Service.
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Above: LCpI 
Bulger and Pte 
Pilgrim, the top 
scoring team at 

Warcop with 
250 points out 

of 300. 
Right: The short 

and the tall, 
W02 (CSM) 

Welton having a 
word with Pte 

Brooks.

From Page 48
end Mar 11/12 and was to be an extremely 
demanding 36 hours. It proved to be a two- 
tier test with the Rifle Company OCs having 
to provide the stands at short notice. Maj 
Chris Vince. OC C Company was awarded 
the prize of the most imaginative stand. In 
all. 15 20-man teams took pan.

Saturday saw the teams undertaking a 
number o f stands including the assault 
course, fieldcraft, first aid, shooting, an ini
tiative exercise and a vehicle foot night nav
igation exercise

At the end of day one the Battalion was 
placed first and second but disappointments 
in the final event, the march and shoot, saw 
the lead slip away. The Battalion eventually 
finished with three teams in the top six. 
Congratulations to 5 Royal Anglian who 
look the honours. It is also of note that the 
weekend attracted a great deal of local 
media interest with an article on Anglia 
Television and a number of articles in the 
local press. Inevitably Cpl McNeil from B 
Company once again starred.

The start o f Ihe year continued to be 
dom inated by com petitions with the 
Battalion skill-at-arms meeting being con
ducted over die first weekend in April. After 
a preparation weekend during which the 
companies' shooting teams confirmed their 
points of aim and fired the Robots Cup and 
Association Match, the meeting proved to 
be a huge success, largely due to some glo
rious weather. The first day of the meeting 
concentrated on individual shooting with the 

Continued Page 52
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Above: A clutch of PSls. From left to right: Sgts Skelton, Shand and 
De Bretton-Gordon, CSgt Boulton and W 02 Callaghan. Left: Cpl Smith 

during the run down on the falling plate. Below: W 02 Roberts hands over 
the B Company CSM post to W 02 Welton.
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Above: The victorious Officers’ Mess falling plate team. Left to right: Capt Glynn 
French, 2Lt Beavis Allen, Capt Pete Chilvers and Maj Nick Morton. Below: 2Lt Kate 
Stead gives 2Lt Jo Richards a massage during the Battalion SAAM. Bottom: Three 

generations of Calders 'on parade’ during the Battalion skill-at-arms meeting. Left to 
right, Maj (retired) John Calder, Capt Charlie Calder and Brigadier Tony Calder.

From Page 50
Roupell, the Roberts, the Association, the 
LSW and GMPG M atches and the Fibua 
Cup being fired. Sunday saw the completion 
of the individual shoots and the falling plate 
competition. After a very exciting competi
tion , 2Lt M c C u llo u g h 's  team  from A 
Company came out on top. In the traditional 
head to head between the O fficers’ Mess 
and the Warrant O fficers’ and Sergeants’ 
Mess, the Officers’ M ess once again won. 
Overall the honours for the day went to A 
Company which was a clear 2,000 points 
ahead of the nearest com pany. Individual 
honours went to Cpl Rolph who once again 
proved himself to be the Battalion champion 
shot. The Battalion shooting team is now 
training under the w atchful eye of W02 
Conopo in preparation for the 2 Division 
SAAM.

The Battalion SAAM  m eeting proved 
to be the last event that B rigadier Tony 
Calder attended as Com d 54 (EA) Brigade. 
The day proved to be a fitting farewell. Not 
only did Brigadier C alder present the shoot
ing prizes but he was also able to present 
som e m edals. W 0 2  R o b e rts  and CSgt 
Brown were both aw arded the Territorial 
Efficiency medal. Sgt Macloughlin was pre
sented a bar to his TEM . While not wishing 
to undermine the achievements o f the oth
ers, W 02 M antripp's award o f the second 
bar to his TEM  is a tru ly  rem arkable 
achievement. W 0 2  M am ripp  joined the 
Battalion in 1970 and has given 25 loyal 
years of s e r v ice during which time he has 
alw ays q u a lified  fo r h is  b o u n ty . W 02 
Mantripp is justifiably proud o f his long ser
vice. a feat that is rare indeed.

The M achine G un P latoon has also 
been extremely busy over this period. The 
arrival of Sgt De Bretton-Gordon on com
pletion of his SF course added a welcome 
injection of pace. The Platoon started its 
preparation for Match Nine during a live fir
ing weekend in N ovem ber. The Platoon 
deployed to  W a rc o p  in March 
Unfortunately two of the four teams did not 
perform up to their normal standard on the 
day and the Platoon finished in 13th place 
out o f  32 team s. T h is  is, how ever, an 
improvement on previous years and should 
provide the firm foundations for further 
improvement over the coming year

While the main events already covered 
above have dominated the calendar, routine 
training has continued. In November most 
of the permanent batta lion  sta ff attended 
security training run by 54 (EA) Brigade at 
Colchester. The S ignals Platoon has been 
running RRU cadres w hile  the Recruit 
Training Platoon under Maj David Winn 

Continued Page 54
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Above: Maj Howard Gill with his enemy force ready to seek out the RAF Regiment.
Left: CSgt Brown receives his territorial Efficiency Medal. Below: Recce Platoon 

members ready for a night on the town. (Photo courtesy o l the East Anglian Daily Times)
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has been as busy as ev er providing the 
lifeblood of the B attalion. The Adjutant, 
Capt Adrian Gosling, also ran a successful 
walking weekend in Derbyshire over Easter. 
The younger officers spent valuable time 
revising map reading skills while the more 
senior o ffice rs  to o k  the opportun ity  to 
stretch their legs. Overall the training of the 
Battalion continues apace, always evolving 
to meet the challenges that the new role of 
General Reserve provides.

Unicom  a rriv e d  at the  B attalion in 
November, p rov ing  once again that the 
modern infantryman has to be more than a 
'grunt'. This com puter network electroni
cally links all Battalion headquarters and 
Headquarter Company departments with the 
Company O utsta tions. A fter an extensive 
building and training programme the system 
is now up and running.

The introduction has not been without 
its problems as the 6th Battalion is the first 
territorial unit to receive it and the first unit 
to combine a local area network with a wide 
area network! The office power package is 
now working and E-Mail is zipping all over 
the Battalion. The rumours that B Company 
is an electronic black hole are greatly exag
gerated.

The full data package that will eventu
ally replace Pampas should be on line by the 
end of the year. The QM s department is 
proof you can teach an old dog new tricks 
and nobody is e n v io u s  o f  Capt Keith 
Martin’s appointments as OC Unicom.

After the Battalion skill-at-arms meet
ing, the rest of April was dominated by drill 
as the Battalion rehearsed for the colours 
parade at Duxford The sight o f rifle drill in 
the drill halls is a rare sight, but it seemed to 
be enjoyed by most. It certainly proved to 
be a spectator sport!

After two days o f rehearsal over the 
weekend Apr 22/23. the Battalion was ready 
for the dress rehearsal Friday 's rehearsal 
was not fault free and due to work commit
ments the B a tta lio n  was a few soldiers 
down. The parade on the day. however, 
went well. For m ost the lunch afterwards 
proved to be eq u ally  enjoyable with the 
opportunity to m eet up with old friends. 
Had the weather been a little  warmer the 
lunch might well have lasted into the early 
hours!

This year is also proving to be a year of 
Continued Page 55

Top left: C C o m p an y  m aintaining 
security d e sp ite  the  ceasefire . 

Left: Maj C hris Vince, o r is it Lord 
Lucan, alive a n d  well a n d  running a 

su ccessfu l TA C om pany
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change. On Apr 1, 54 (EA) Brigade was dis
banded and the Battalion became part o f 49 
(East) Brigade based at Chilwell. As well as 
the outward change in the wearing of a 
Polar Bear insignia, the move to a much 
larger Brigade will bring new challenges.

In addition, with the reorganisation of 
the brigade areas, the Battalion now strad
dles two districts o f  divisions as they are 
now called. This will inevitably cause some 
administrative complications. The Battalion 
has approached these moves with a positive 
attitude and looks forward to the new chal
lenge.

A more important change is. however, 
moving ever closer w ith the formation of an 
RLC R egim ent out o f the three  Royal 
Anglian territorial battalions. This re-roling 
will impact on the Battalion as we will lose 
B Company based at Ipswich and gain D 
Company based at Cambridge from 5 Royal 
Anglian.

The mechanics of the re-roling and the 
size of the task ahead for B Company are 
only now becoming clear. With the transfer 
effectively happening in November the next 
six months will prove to be a challenge. It 
will, however, be a challenge that is met and 
overcome by the professionalism and posi
tive approach o f  all the members o f the 
Battalion. ARRC role beckons

Above: B Company team members finding the going tough during the Brigade 
military skills competition march and shoot. Below: The Battalion 2IC, Maj Tony 

McArdle surrounded by the press' during Exercise Viking Quarry.
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Tigers

Sgt Bridle and the B Company team prepare for the live section attack range

Restructuring and the future
T H E hand that turns the wheel o f  fortune 
has moved in a w ay that few would  have 
predicted over the Iast few years. Before the 
f irst round o f TA restructuring reviews,  7 
Royal Anglian was NATO roled and during 
that review our future remained very much 
in the balance. O ur  eventual survival saw us 
revert to a Battalion with a national defence 
role and before the dust had much chance to 
settle on that reorganisat ion the TA found 
itself under  yet ano ther  review, with  the 
future of the Tigers once again  unde r the 
microscope.

Out current role, in line with the major
ity of other TA lnfantry Battalions, is now 
that o f general reserve Under the latest TA 
restructuring review the various options that 
were being discussed for this battalion were 
as v a r ie d  as the  many ro le s  a v a i l a b l e ;  
D is t r i c t  R e c o n n a i s s a n c e ,  f i r e  S u p p o r t  
Bat ta l ion ,  and fo rm in g  the  In d e p e n d en t  
Transport Regiment. The news that we were 

to survive in our existing role was met with 
obvious relief and the Sword o f  Damocles

that has been hovering over  ou r  heads for 
far too long has hopefu lly  now b een  put 
back in its sheath for good

In N o v e m b e r  1995 w e sad ly  say 
farewell to B (Loughborough) Company on 
its merger with the .“’ih Battalion and wel
c o m e  th e  H e r t f o r d  ( o m p a n y  a n d  the  
D uns tab le  P la toon .  T he  B a t t a l i o n 's  real  
estate will then stretch from the Humber in 

the north to the M25 in the south covering 
five of the nine countries that are linked to 
the R eg im ent  The  recent a n n o u n c e m e n t  
that the Tigers  are  to  be ARRC' ass igned  
from 1996  for two years is extremely good 
news, as tra ining for this role  will indeed 
offer everyone ,a real and tangible challenge 
and will rekindle among a few o f  the older 
members of the Battalion some of the m em 
ories  assoc iated with  our prev ious  N A T O  
role. The wheel of fortune has indeed turned 
full circle and smiled kindly on  us.

Training diary
Our individual skills had been the theme of

an n u a l  c a m p  in  S e p t e m b e r  1994 so the 
focus  of  our  subsequent  work has been on 
the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o u r  te a m s  by taking 
every opportunity for realistic training in the 
f ie ld .  T h i s  t r a i n i n g  u p  u n t i l  the  e n d  of 
M arch  has  b e e n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  at section 
level and so has proven to be very popular 
w ith  o u r  s o ld i e r s  w h i l e  a lso  e ffec t ive ly  
preparing the Bat talion for the Brigade FTX 
to  be h e ld  d u r i n g  a n n u a l  c a m p  1995 at 
Otterburn

Although O c tober  was  fairly quiet after 
camp, we were  quickly back into the train
ing cycle  with  shoo t ing  organised at com 
pany level  fo l lowed  by sec tion  live firing 
ready for Exercise W elsh  Warrior at the end 
of N o v e m b er  W e a th e r  best  desc r ibed  as 
inclement greeted our m ove  to Sennybridge, 
but none the less  the  sec t ions  carried out a 
phys ically  d e m a n d in g  but successful  field 
firing package. This  included day and night 
section attacks, inc luding firing L2 grenade 
and 6 6m m  LAW

Continued Page 58
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News from the Tigers
Left. The Recce 
Platoon take the 

strain during 
Exercise 

Cambrian 
Cudgel.

Below: Brig H R 
G Wilson, 

Commander 49 
Brigade, presents 

the TEM to 
Corporal Nagra
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News from the Tigers

Above: A delighted Maj Peter Starcevic, 
OC C Company accompanied by LCpI 

Thompson, makes off with the 
champion company trophy. Left: Pte 

Hilder collecting the winning Company 
skill-at-arms trophy from Brigadier 
Wilson on behalf of Headquarter 

Company Below: The skill-at-arms 
competition trophies await the victors.

From Page 56
The Remembrance weekend gave the 

companies the chance in refresh their secu
rity procedures on the Saturday, while on 
Sunday to entertain local guests in lunch. In 
November our GPMC( SH) Platoon came 
fourth out of eight in the Match S3 competi
tion held at O tterburn : th is was a great 
achievement for a platoon that has only 
been together since camp and is an excellent 
foundation for W 0 2  Ford and his  team to 
build on. Last year was rounded off with the 
trad itiona l C h ris tm a s  w eekend at 
Beckingham which combined a section mil 
itary s k i l l s  competition and young officer 
training with the soldiers' dinner and puns 

The New Year saw the continuation of 
our policy of progressive field training, the 
main emphasis being on Exercise Stealthy 
Tiger held at Stanta at the end of January A 
testing exercise culminating in a night infil
tration and am bushes, it gave our junior 
NCOs an opportunity to lead their fire teams 
and sections independently.

February was a month o f varied train- 
Continued Page 60
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Above Sgt Smalley and his recce 
platoon team with the Exercise Polar 

challenge trophy Right The Lord 
Lieutenant of Leicestershire presents 
the long service and good conduct 
medal to CSgt Tony Glynn Below: 

WOI (RSM) S West prepares to 
address the Battalion.
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The A Company team who finished a creditable 5th in 
Exercise Grebe Grey, the EDist catering skills competition.
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ing. much o f it o rientated towards competi-  
lions: E xe rc ise  Ta s te fu l  Tiger, w o n  by A 
Company, was a catering  and mil it ary skills 
competition for our cooks  to prepare  for the 
E Dist competit ion.  Ex G rebe Grey,  held at 
the end of April. The Bat talion te am  cam e a 
c o m m e n d a b l e  f i f th  o u t  o f  17. E x e r c i s e  
Mechanical Tiger ,  won b y B C om pany .  saw 
our MT sec t ions  in c om pe ti t ion  w ith  each 
other, testing knowledge  o f  vehicle mainte
nance and repa ir  as well as driving skills - 
both exe rc i se s  w ere  he ld  at G a r ra t t s  May 
barracks in Loughborough.

The m a jo r  ba t ta l ion  level t ra in in g  in 
I February was field firing at W arcop: it was 
a two-level exercise  including a co m p reh en 
sive field f ir ing p a ck ag e  o f  6 6 m m  LA W . 
grenade,  sec t ion  at tack and day an d  night 
section defence ranges.  Alongside th is  was  
run Exerc ise  C a m b r ia n  C u d g e l ,  a pa tro ls  
com pe ti t ion  w hich  w as  bo th  a r d u o u s  and 
hard fought The  teams patrolled through a 
num ber  o f  s t an d s  c o v e r i n g  w e a p o n  h a n 
dling. lire control orders and target indica
tion, signals. A F V recognition, first aid and 
veh ic le  a c c id e n t  d r i l l s .  T h e  n ig h t  p h a s e  
involved the patrols carry ing out OPs .  while 
Sunday m o rn i n g  b e g an  w i th  a c o m m a n d  
ta sk fo l lo w e d  by a g ru e l l i n g  m a r c h  and  
shoot c om pe t i t ion  The  e ven t  w as  w o n  hy 
the Reece Platoon team c o m m an d ed  by Sgt 
Smalley, w ho w ent  on to lead his  team  lo 
victory in the Brigade competi tion E xercise 
Polar Chal lenge at Feldom. O ur  o ther  teams
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in the Brigade competit ion finished fourth, 
fifth and eighth out o f  the 10 other partici
pants.

T h e re  w as  no  re sp i te  in the  p a ce  of  
tra in ing  d u r ing  M arch  with  the Bat ta lion 
skill -a t-arms meeting held at Strensall this 
year  for the  first time. It was  a most suc
cessful venue with the ranges right on the 
d o o r s t e p . The m e e t in g  w a s  w o n  hs  HQ  
C o m p a n y  w i th  B r i g a d i e r  W i l s o n .  
C o m m a n d e r  40  (East M id lands  I Brigade,  
presenting the prizes, including the c h am 
pion company trophy to C  Company.

Alongside this hectic schedule the c o m 
mand posts have been starting to work up to 
the  B r igade  and Bat tle  G ro u p  t ra in ing  in 
June with Operations Officer. Maj Frank De 
P lan ta ,  p u t t in g  us th ro u g h  his  n e a r  l e g 
endary CPXs.

The last six months has been a  d em and
ing period for our soldiers w ho have worked 
hard throughout and great progress  has been 
made. O ur attention now turns to moving on 
to platoon and company level field training 
ready for annual camp.

Social
In between this very busy training schedule 
w e  h a v e  a l s o  f o u n d  t im e  to  fit in many 
s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  b o th  at B a t t a l i o n  and  
Company level. In January B Company held 
its  t r a d i t io n a l  fe s t ive  clay p ig e o n  shoo t  
which was well supported by both past and 
p r e s e n t  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  C o m p a n y .  In 
February C  Company held a well at tended

Personalities
In F eb ru a ry  S S g t  V e r n o n  f r o m  th e  Pay 
O ff ice  left for a s i x - m o n t h  lo ur  w i th  the 
Regular Army in B o sn ia  w h e re  he will act 
as an interpreter. S in c e  leaving the Army in 
1983, he has ga ined  a de g re e  in Russian  and 
S e r b o - C r o a t  a t N o t t i n g h a m  U n iv e r s i ty  
W L CpI B o w ers  o f  A C o m p a n y  h a s  also 
been dep loyed  on  a  s i x - m o n th  to ur  in the 
Fa lk la n d s  w h e re  s h e  w i l l  b e  a c o m p a n y  
clerk  to  the  R eg u la r  Army R e in fo rcem en t  
Company (see s ep a ra te  ar t ic les)

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o M a j  T r e v o r  
T e r h e e g e  w h o  h a s  t a k e n  o v e r  as O C B  
Company Trevor is a n  ou ts tand ing  example  
to us all. hav ing  j o in e d  the  B a t ta l ion  as a 
private  soldier at t h e  H inc k ley  TA  Centre  
where  he la te r  w e n t  o n  lo c o m m a n d  that 
platoon as a sergeant and loo k more  than 40 
s o l d i e r s  to  a n n u a l  t a m p  H e  m o v e d  to 
L o u g h b o r o u g h  w h e r e  he  b e c a m e  C S M  
before  c o m m a n d in g  th e  M i l a n  P la to o n  on 
commissioning.  O v e r  the  l a s t  tw o yea r s  he 
has been  C o m p a n y  21C D u r i n g  h i s time 
with B C o m p a n y  , T r e v o r  h a s  seen  many 
c h a n g e s  in c lu d in g  th e  c l o s u r e  of th e  TA 
Centre in Hinckley,  th e  d e m is e  of the Milan 
Platoon and the re  t i t l ing  o f  t he Com pany  
f ro m  L D Y  ( P r i n c e  A lb e r t ' s O w n )  to  B 
(Leices te rsh ire ) C o m p a n y  N ot  only does  he 
have  an active TA c a r e er b ut a lso  runs  his 
own eng ineer ing  c o m p a n y  H e  has a huge 
wealth o f exper ience  o n  w h ich  to  draw a s  he 
lakes  his co m p a n y  in to  a n o t h e r  r o u n d  of 
change  a s  it p repa res  to  m o ve  a c r o s s  t o  the
5th Battalion before  re - ro l ing  to  RLC  These 

Continued Page 6 1

ladies guest night w h e n  it took  the opportu
nity to  d in e  o u t  s e v e r a l  m e s s  m e m b e rs  
i n c lu d in g  W O 2  W i l c o x  a n d  h is  w ife .  A 
C o m p a n y  h e l d  i t s  S o b r a o n  D i n n e r  in 
Lincoln  and w as  f o l l o w e d  by B Company 
which  c o m m e m o r a t e d  B u r n s  N igh t  in the 
strictest  t r a d i t io n s  o f  the  o c ca s io n ,  giving 
many their first op p o r tu n i ty  lo  taste haggis.

In M arch  th e  W O s  a n d  S g t s h e ld  an 
extremely success fu l  lad ies  d in n e r  night in 
Sobraon B a r ra ck s .  L i n c o ln ,  and  la te r  that 
month the Off ice rs ' M ess  h e ld  a very enjoy
able black ne d i n n e r  d u r i n g  the  Bat talion 
sk i l l -a t -a rm s  m e e t i n g  at S t r e n s a l l .  It was 
goo d  to w e l c o m e  C o l  A l a n  D e e d  to  this 
occasion. Also d u r in g  this  m onth .  Brigadier 
Peter Stevenson.  Secre tary  of E ast Midlands 
Lavra , k in d ly  c a m e  to  U l v e r s c r o f t  Road 

T A C  to  o p e n  t h e  r e c e n t l y  r e f u r b i s h e d  
Off icers ' Mess w h ic h  now ha s  direct access 
to the old Snug B a r  Past M es s  m embers ,  
w h o  h a p p en  to  b e  p a s s i n g  o n  a Tuesday  
evening,  are  in v i ted  to  d r o p  in for a  drink 
and a chat  in the  c o n v i v i a l  a tm o s p h e r e  of 
these new s u rround ings



News from the Tigers

Operational 
tours -  a TA  
perspective

The Burns Night supper at Loughborough. Maj Neil Marsh and 
CSgt Jock Cousin inspect the haggis prepared by Sergeant Henry.
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will be challenging times for the men and 
women of L oughborough  and M elton 
Mowbray and we wish Trevor and his team 
every success.

Maj Neil Marsh has handed over com
mand of B Company after over two years of 
successful command. The Highland branch 
of the Regiment will miss his unique rendi
tions o f  Flower of Scotland and we wish 
him well at East Midlands UOTC. We have 
also said farewell to Simon Bacon who is 
now 2IC of the Poachers, CSgt Glynn who 
is returning to Celle and W 02 Dixon who is 
now with the Unicom Team.

We are p leased  to w elcom e Maj 
Rodney Harward who joins us as Training 
Major from London District, a Fusilier by 
birth and having had his hackle surgically 
removed, is now beginning to look increas
ingly at ease in his new headgear! WOI 
(RSM) West has joined us from the Vikings 
and takes o v e r from W Ol Kelly. W 02 
Tem pleton has a lso  a rrived  from  the 
Vikings and is now SPSI of HQ Company. 
SPMS Hargrave has transformed the cook
ing department and CSgt Ibrahim is wel

comed as SPSI in Northampton.
Medals have been presented to several 

members of the Battalion in recent months. 
In D ecem ber the Lord L ieu tenan t o f 
Leicestershire presented the LSGC medal to 
CSgt Glynn. In March, Brigadier Wilson 
presented TEMs to CSgt Pickett and Cpl 
Nagra. both of HQ Company, and in April 
W 02 Barnes of B Company was presented 
with the same medal hy Colonel Simms.

LCpl Southin of Headquarter Company 
took part in an energy-sapping charity run 
from Leicester to Strasbourg last year; run- 
ning in a 10-man team, each member ran 15 
miles a day over four days lo cover the MK) 
miles which fin ished at the European 
Parliament.

Congratulations are in order to the fol
lowing Capt David Howe and Andy Croft 
on their appointments on promotion to RSC) 
and OC RR&TT respectively; 21C Alex 
Wong on passing his Jotes 1 exam; OCdt 
Mark Given on passing the RM AS course; 
W 02 Wilcox on his promotion to RQMS; 
and W 02s Henderson and Kelly on their 
promotions to CSM o f B and C Companies 
respectively.

7 Royal Anglian has two soldiers cur
rently on six month operational tours. 
S/Sgt V ernon AG C (SP S) from  
Headquarter Company in Leicester is in 
Bosnia as a Serbo-C roat interpreter. 
WLCpI B ow ers AGC (SPS) from A 
(L in co ln ) C om pany is w ith the TA 
R ein forcem en t Com pany in the 
Falklands as the company clerk. Their 
initial despatches from their tours follow :

Bosnia
SSgt Vernon writes:
IN January the Battalion w a s  trawled for 
Serbo-Croat speakers to go to Bosnia for 
si v months. I jumped at the opportunity and 
learnt on Feb 3 that I was to  be called up 
and to be in Bosnia by Feb 11. Having 
made preparations for the financial provi
sion o f my family. I set off for HQ UKLF 
to be mobilised. This consisted merely of 
being handed an official notice. Thence we 
went to Warminster for kit issue, a process 
which lasted until just after five o'clock, 
then onw ard to RAF Lyneham  where I 
quickly learned to put the kit together.

I arrived in Split just after midday on 
Feb l l .  Fortunately the chief colloquial 
speaker. Lt k Arnold RN. was there waiting 
for her R and R flight She thought I might 
go to Kiseljak and perhaps on to Gorazde. 
Consequently I sta yed four nights in a 
hotel' in Split waiting for the decision. On 

Wednesday I started my trip to Kiseljak.
The Trip to  K iseljak deserves to be 

described. The route is quite simple, the 
journey not s o  Along the Dalmatian coast
line. a beautiful stretch of road, with the 
A driatic Sea lapping against the many 
tourist towns that have seen better days It 
is obvious that before the war these resorts 
were bustling all through the long Balkan 
summer hut now they have the appearance 
of deserted backwater towns We crossed 
the river N eretva and turned eastw ards 
towards Bosnia along the Main Supply 
Route. E ntering  Bosnia we saw a d is 
cernible change in the surrounding land
scape We stopped at the first village which 
is completely deserted and bombed out The 
senses do not quite comprehend the devas- 

Continued Page 62
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tation. Television pictures cannot convey 
the horror that confronts you. If the first vil
lage was an eye-opener, Mostar was even 
more. You cannot go through this old town, 
one of the pearls o f Bosnia, but have to 
travel around it. From the back of a Land 
Rover the view is horrendous. The whole 
town appears to have been destroyed. All 
shattered and lying in ruins, nestling in the 
foothills of a Bosnian winterland.

Leaving Mostar behind we headed up 
further into Bosnia and turned on to a very 
muddy mountain road heading for Kresevo 
and then to Kiseljak. This part of the jour
ney has some marvellous scenery. The river 
Neretva, alongside which we travelled for 
some two hours, looked in places like a sin
gle sheet of dark jade, an impression which 
I thought at the time to be partially due to 
the mountains on either side, but we went 
into a wide plain and there it was again, 
placid, deep and still definitely dark green.

Kiseljak houses A2 Echelon of Britbat 
2; at the time of my arrival I RGBW. The 
accommodation was a hotel built specifi
ca lly  for the 1980 W inter O lym pics in 
Sarajevo -  comfortable but already rather 
rundown and dilapidated. It was built in a 
hurry and is decaying just as quickly. Here I 
found that the only duty for a Serbo-Croat 
speaker is convoy duty. I did not relish the 
boredom of travelling to and from Gorazde 
and speaking for only one or two hours a 
trip. I elected instead to go to Gorazde to 
accompany foot patrols. To anyone that 
knows me, going on patrol would sound a 
preposterous idea but 1 was looking forward 
to  it immensely.

The trip to Gorazde took 13 hours but 1 
only saw it from the back of a Saxon -  noth
ing to report. When I arrived at Gorazde the 
cam p was like a quagmire. It was supposed 
to be the beginning of spring. The weather 
since I have arrived changes almost daily, 
from snow to rain to brilliant sunshine and 
high temperatures and all the way back.

My first job was a five-day stay at an 
O P with Recce Platoon I RGBW, patrolling 
every day into local villages lo make the 
UN presence felt. Mar 1 saw the arrival o f 1 
RW F and they were told that I could speak 
Russian. Coincidentally part of the Gorazde 
Force is a Ukrainian company (tales about 
th em , and there are many, will have to 
wait).

I was quickly reassigned as the inter
preter to the Ukrainian LO and have since 
b een  employed as such, with the notable 
ex cep tion  of a three-day patrol w ith B 
Company 1 RWF. These patrols meant a lot 
o f  walking and, worst of all, climbing. My 
thoughts on this sort of activity are well

known in 7th (V) Royal Anglian and it will 
come as no surprise that I found it hard 
going, especially in deep snow.

I persevered and have quiet satisfaction 
in those achievements, considering my age 
(45) and the ten years of intervening civilian 
inactivity since I last did anything similar.

Coming towards the end of March it is 
still very cold, very white, and in camp very 
muddy. I have plenty of work and still much 
to do, but beware the slivovic!

Falkland Islands
LCpl Bowers writes:
WHILE on my Clerk’s Class 1 course in 
Worthy Down I met LCpl ‘Jools’ Colbourne 
6RRF who to ld  me of a venture to the 
Falkland Islands which sounded like a 
chance of a life time -  one woman (now 
two) with 200 men! A few further inquiries 
later I was told that Wales and Western 
District were still short of volunteers for the 
TA Reinforcement Company and without 
much hesitation I put my name down.

I arrived on Feb 7 at Swynnerton to 
assist with clerical aspects of the Company. 
On Feb 17 I became a special type enlist
ment (for six months only) to ensure I could 
take part in this operational tour. Shortly 
after this we upped sticks and moved to 
Cwrt-y-Golen training camp in Wales for 
Stage 2 of the training.

On com pletion  of this training the 
Company was granted a long weekend and 
re turned to Sw ynnerton train ing  camp 
where I assisted the MCCP set up of the unit

move to the Falklands between Feb 28 and 
Mar 5.

I bade farewell lo our fair Isle on Mar
10 and spent an eternity, well 16 hours plus, 
on a ‘Timmy- (Tristar) without my new 
partner in crime 'Jools'. as she was on an 
earlier flight. Much lo my surprise Mount 
Pleasant Airport was better than I thought, 
and although the buildings are not as perma
nent as I had imagined, it is ‘home' for now. 
My only 'bouom lipper' about being here is 
the mail, or lack of it!

With the rem ainder of the AGC we 
entered the Mare Harbour relay race and 
finished in bronze position with no training.

Although I have been here a month, I 
have not had much chance lo see the islands 
as much of my time has been taken up with 
re-organising the office and getting used to 
the new IT system. However, I am keen lo 
see what the islands have to offer and my 
first trip is likely to be lo San Carlos to visit 
the memorial for Col A Jones.

Life here is very different from the 
Company office in Sobraon Barracks but on 
first impressions I am glad I decided to take 
the challenge Due to my age the Falklands 
conflict did not really have a direct bearing 
on my life at the time.

Now that I have been here. I can see 
very vividly what the soldiers had to fight 
for and the conditions they had to put up 
with. Some 14 years on. the islands still 
remain very British; cold, wet and the TV is 
rubbish! I am looking forward very much to 
my next three months.

Sgt Vernon 
preparing for 
deployment 
to Bosnia
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Bosnia -  
an artist’s 

impression
Capt Jonathan Wade, 2IC A Company 7 
Royal Anglian, writes:

LAST summer I went on a two-week 
sketching/painting trip to Bosnia sponsored 
by the 2nd B attalion. I had previously 
painted in military theatres during my years 
as a regular o ffice r (Royal H ighland 
Fusiliers) including three stints in Northern 
Ireland, Berlin, Canada and finally the Gulf 
with 7th Armoured Brigade. This time, as a 
civvy painter, I took a Croatia Airlines 
fligh t from H eathrow  to Z agreb , then 
ano th er to Split w here I was m et and 
escorted inland to  the Battalion Taor centred 
on Vitez.

The last time I had visited Yugoslavia 
was in 1980 on my way to Turkey and I had 
forgotten just how beautiful it is -  a sort of 
idy llic  R uritania w ith its va lleys and 
wooded hills, mountains, lakes and rivers. 
The scale of the war damage however, par
ticularly in the built-up areas, was quite 
staggering. The civpop were generally 
friendly and cheerful.

The Poachers made me feel very much 
at home and made every effort to move me 
about the patch with as free a rein as any 
painter could wish for (I have in the past 
been Battalion Operations Officer in West 
Belfast and well understand the horrors of 
too many visitors).

I was very pleased to meet some old 
friends and acquaintances in the Battalion, 
particularly Maj Richard Clem ents with 
whom I did JDSC in 1987, Capt Andy 
Foster who participated in an extremely 
jolly Sobraon dinner at Lincoln last year and 
not forgetting our late QPSI CSgt Thorpe 
now back in the real world.

My main task was to produce a largish
oil painting as a memento of the Poachers' 
tour to hang eventually in Battalion head
quarters. After consultation with the ‘head 
shed' it was agreed that it should be based 
on a Warrior manning a checkpoint in Stari 
V itez . All in all I com ple ted  50 
sketches/watercolours o f various aspects of 
the British UN involvement, and to date I 
am still working on some of the other com- 
missions

I am indebted to all those who kindly 
held their poses so well and kept me sup
plied with endless brews from their BVs! I 
shall never forget the dawn beauty o f the 
Vlasic feature or the sound of the occasional 
Serb artillery round whistling down into the 
town of Travnik in the valley below. As a 
painter, I paint many Arcadian landscapes 
of the Claude Lorraine variety and made 
many useful notes here.

I was fortunate in gaining commissions 
from various other sub units involving trips 
to Maglaj for The Light Dragoons and 
Gornji V akuf for H eadquarter 7 and

Above: Rough sketches of a Warrior in 
Travnik. Left: Capt Johnny Wade back 

in familiar territory — manning the 
Company CP

Brigade, the Sappers (everywhere) who 
were doing their usual good work on mine
fields. roads and bridges, and 207 Signal 
Squadron.

The main impression 1 gained with the 
Poachers was what a good job Ihe British 
infantry soldiers are doing under trying and 
often frustrating circumstances while retain
ing an enormous, if often rather macabre, 
sense of humour.

I would like.- to publicly thank all ranks 
of the Poachers for a most interesting and 
rewarding visit to a Battalion on operations 
in Bosnia, a far cry from my current post as 
2IC of Maj Rod Burns' A (Lincolnshire) 
Company 7 Royal Anglian!

footnote: Commissions may be sought 
from Capt Wade via A Company 7 Royal 
Anglian or 01472-357708. His paintings 
are now spread throughout the civilised 
world including RMA Sandhurst, the lute 
1 Q ueens O wn H igh landers, H ead
quarters 7 A rm oured B rigade. 16/5 
Lancers and in the possession of Gen 
Norman Schwarzkopf. He has exhibited 
in Paris, Cognac, Edinburgh and London 
and is currently working on an exhibition 
of paintings based on a trip lo North 
West Pakistan in 1993.
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2Lt Paul Burrows writes:

I WAS a 29-year-o ld  re tired  ro w er of 
national standard  who had ju st returned 
from  a  ro u n d -th e -w o rld  t r ip .  H aving 
recen tly  s t a r te d  w o rk in g  fo r 
N o rth a m p to n sh ire  C oun ty  C o u n c il’s 
Leisure Services Departm ent as training 
officer I was looking fo r som ething to 
replace the com m itm ent I used to make 
to my sport. The TA seemed like a good 
idea as I had failed officer selection 12 
years previously and had often wondered 
what w ould h ap p en  if I tried  again . 1 
regarded the challenge as a good oppor
tunity to  develop some personnel m an
agement skills.

Having phoned  the TA in A pril to 
inquire in to  the  possibility o f jo in ing  1 
was told (hat the only way this could be 
done, because of my age, was if I was con
sidered su itab le  fo r O fficer se lection . 
After meeting the Commanding Officer 1 
was recom m ended  for a tte n d an c e  at a 
district assessment board in May, equiva
lent to the Regular commissioning board. 
Similar in fo rm at with com m and tasks, 
general knowledge tests, essays and pre
sentations, 1 passed with a recom menda
tion to com plete officer tra in ing  on the 
Fast Track system.

Fast t r a c k  is a th re e -w e e k  com 
pressed course  designed for those  who 
have the m otivation , m atu rity  a n d  can 
take the necessary  time off fro m  their 
civilian em ploym ent. It takes a  civilian 
w ith l it t le  o r  no  m ili ta ry  e x p e rien c e  
through basic rec ru it tra in in g , lead er
ship, the o rd e rs  process, m ap read ing , 
first aid, NBC and of course BFTs, CFTs, 
and assault courses. In my case all this in 
35 degrees heat -  it was of course the  sec
ond hottest su m m er this cen tury! This 
prepared me for the two-week TA com
m issioning c o u rse  w hich fo llow ed  on 
immediately from  Fast T rack. So anyone 
completing Fast T rack, can in a m atter of 
weeks earn his commission, as against the 
u su a l m e th o d  fo r  TA O C d t t r a in in g  
which can take anything up to a  year to 
reach the same stage.

On my course 35 candidates formed 
up at Sandhurst fo r the initial three-week 
training period, of which only two others 
were in my position -  and they had done

2IC Paul Burrows — from civilian 
life to 2Lt in just five weeks

slightly more than my three hours intro
duction to which end of the SA80 is dan
gerous! The vertical learning curve thus 
began.

The course does serve its purpose, 
assum ing you are  not p a r t  of th e  30% 
in ju ry  l is t,  as it teach es  you the  
S andhurst way of doing things. T his is 
p a r t ic u la r ly  im p o r ta n t  fo r  th e  TA 
because it seems that curren t tactical doc
trine takes a lot longer to filter down to 
our units and there is a lot of re-learning 
to do fo r all c an d id a te s . T h is was of 
course to my advantage, as I was learning 
for the first time and had no bad habits to 
get out of. The other plus is that you get 
to  know th e  staff before the  Pinal two- 
week commissioning course, though this 
may be a mixed blessing depending upon 
how well you are doing.

At the end of the three weeks, which 
has little ‘bull’ because there is no time 
fo r it, we w ere jo ined  by a fu r th e r  60 
potential officers. Although they no doubt 
had more m ilitary experience than most

of us, we had th e  ad v an tag e  of having 
already settled in to  the course. T he com
missioning course was m ore of the same 
though this tim e it was assessm ent based 
ra th e r th an  in stru c tio n a l. W ith 6(1 new 
faces, how ever, th e  p re ssu re  was off if 
you had already established yourself and 
were not being asked  to prove yourself 
again.

The forem ost m em ory I have of the 
course is that my feet really did not touch 
the ground. In th e  five weeks I spent at 
Sandhurst I had 1.5 free days which were 
not under the con tro l of th e  DS. This was 
my time for personal admin and sleep.

One o f the  h igh ligh ts o f the  course 
was without doubt the end of course din
ner complete with band, som ething which 
really made me appreciate the ceremony 
of the British A rm y.

The passing ou t parade, on the other 
hand, was quite an  anti-climax being all 
o ver in 45  m in u te s ,  w ith  o n ly  the 
Adjutant’s horse providing any real m er
riment by doing w hat horses alw ays do, 
as soon as they see a parade square! By 
the end of the course  I was quite relieved 
to be driving out o f  the gates to re tu rn  to 
some form of norm ality.

For m e, how ever, th is was only the 
beg inning. W hile  I had b een  com m is
sioned for my leadership ability I am  still 
seriously lacking in what could be called 
military knowledge. Having subsequently 
done a stint organising ou r recruit tra in 
ing and now as a  p la to o n  c o m m an d er 
with PCBC im m inent. 1 can attend tra in 
ing n ig h ts  a n d  w eek en d s  w ith  slow ly  
increasing confidence that I am  earning 
my keep.

Was Fast T ra c k  a good experience? 
Yes it was. T he DS were exceptional, in 
particular the C olour/S taff Sergeants and 
even the C orporal o f Horse, a  title which 
took us all a bit o f getting used to. Would 
I recom m end th is  rou te  to  anyone else 
with no m ilitary experience? I would be 
struggling to say yes. I had the  benefit of 
having had som e ‘living’ u n d e r my belt 
and my previous outdoor experience and 
fitn e ss p ro v e d  a  t re m e n d o u s  a s se t.  
H ow ever, my le a rn in g  c u r v e  on  the  
course was v e r tic a l and is con tin u in g . 
There is a limit to how m uch you can del
egate to your p la to o n  sergean t, a f te r  all 
the buck stops with me.

However, I have achieved my imme
diate am bition o f gaining a com m ission 
and leading a platoon of soldiers which I 
find imm ensely satisfy ing . I som etim es 
w onder how  I c a n  fit a ll th is  in  w ith 
everything else I do. After all even God 
needed to rest on the seventh day!
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Feature Focus

Group B setting out from Langtang Village, with Alan Cole second from the left.

Ex-Anglian leads Gold 
Award trek in Himalayas

IN the autum n of 1994, Alan Cole, for
merly Cpl Cole of the Vikings Orderly 
Room , set off tre k k in g  to  the  Nepal 
H im alayas with a p a r t of the Duke of 
Edinburgh Gold Award candidates on a 
one-month venture from Lincolnshire. He 
writes:

The preparation for the venture  began two 
years earlier. Research in deciding on where 
in Nepal the group would go and precisely 
what the  group would do and when,  became 
important issues if the p lan  was ultimately 
to be sold to prospective candidates to c o m 
plete the expedi tion and residential sections.

A tt racted to the  venture  were  24 boys 
and girls whose ages  ranged from 16 to  22 
years, each  o f  whom had lo fundraise their 
places to  the tune o f  £600, which was not an 
easy task in recessionary times.

On Oct 22 a party o f  24 young people 
and I I adul ts , one  o f  which was a doctor

and ano ther  a s ta ff nurse, left the  UK for 
Kathmandu, a full 24 hours ’ travel time. On 
arrival the  Nepali year was 2051. After our 
first day touring Kathmandu,  quite a culture 
shock to many who had neither f lown or left 
h o m e  p re v io u s ly ,  the  v e n tu re  w a s  truly 
about to begin.

The  party split into tw o  groups,  each 
with  d if ferent itineraries . G roup  A would 
t r e k  w i t h  G r o u p  B s t a r t i n g  in i t i a l l y  at 
D u n c h e ,  a n d  m o v i n g  v i a  S y a b r u  to  
L ang tang  vil lage app rox im ate ly  50  miles 
north o f  Kathmandu. Group A was to spend 
time undertaking project work ranging from 
rel igion,  geography,  art and  sketching, to 
f l o r a  a n d  f a u n a  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  to 
K a th m a n d u  o n e  w eek  la te r .  T h e re  they 
would spend a week at the Bhaktapur stu
dents ’ library participating in a programme 
o f  cu l tu ra l  act iv it ie s  w h i le  G roup  B was 
t r e k k in g  b ey o n d  the L a n g tan g  v il lage  to 
take in a  notable peak -  either Yala  (5,520 
metres) o r  Tserko Ri (5,033 metres) . This

group would  then return to Syabru and head 
to Sing G om pa  and along the L a u re n b in e  
P a s s  to  th e  g o s a i n k u n d  h o ly  l a k e s .  A t  
Sermatang the g roup  would  spend  time at 
the  local school,  Yangrima.  A t Y a n g r im a  
school we  were  asked to  help bu i ld  s o m e  
s tep s  f r o m  th e  c l a s s r o o m s  d o w n  to  t h e  
sports pitch before  playing a gam e o f  foo t 
ball which we lost 1-0.

Like many schools  in the mounta ins o f  
Nepal, the  bui ldings  are poor with  no  to ile ts  
or running water and furniture rare ly exists.  
Some pupils  w alk  two hours  ( there  are no  
roads or pow ered  vehicles  o f  any  kind) to  
class, where they start the day by  lining up  
for a finger nail inspection. Parents  have to  
pay for their children’s education. School  is 
suspended in January  and February because  
of the extremes o f  winter.

It was  nice for Group B to stay a while  
in Sermatang after walking continuous ly fo r  
15 days and trekking some 90 miles  at a l t i 
tude. It was all the  more enjoyable  for the  
rapturous reception at the school by  children 
and staff. A total o f  £400 was donated  fo r  
f u r n i t u r e ,  w h i c h  h a d  to  b e  m a d e  in  
Kathmandu and carried up to the village.

After two days  we moved on  finally to  
our transport which was waiting at M elamchi 
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Cadets

Lincoln Cadets raise 
money with Swimathon
THE charity, Lincoln Lions, invited the 
H orncastle D etachm ent to assis t in a 
sponsored Sw im athon a t Y arborough 
School. Lincoln, in aid of local charities. 
Seven cadets, and even the  Detachment 
Commander took up Ihe challenge and, 
during the d ay , co m p le ted  o v e r 140 
len g th s  of th e  pool in s in g le - le n g th  
relays.

Swimming began at lO.OOam and 
fin ished  at 3 .00pm  in a n  event th a t, 
apart from being very worthwhile, gave 
the cadets a great deal o f enjoym ent. 
Their efforts for the day were rewarded 
when they were presented with certifi
cates by the L ions and , very m uch lo 
their surprise, they also received a  shield 
fo r having com pleted  the n u m b er of 
lengths for their group.

T he total sponsorship money raised 
fo r  th e  day w as £120, w hich  went 
towards the overall total of £2,000.

Helping the com m unity

Community p rojects have been to the 
fore, with the detachm ent assisting with 
at least two venues.

The first of these was at the South 
Hykeham  C h u rch  ga la , when cadets 
helped by loaning and erecting tentage, 
and also assisted w ith the tidy ing  up 
after the event.

They w ere also in evidence at the 
Lincolnshire craft fair, when their main 
duty was the m anning of the car park 
for visitors.

(This did not always go to plan, as 
some drivers followed their own whims 
and not the advice of the attendants!).

At the close of the fair, cadets were 
gainfully employed in helping to pack up 
s ta lls , and  w ere re w a rd e d  fo r  th e ir  
efforts.

Cambridgeshire 
ACF welcomes Maj 

Gen Cordingley
C A M B R ID G E S H I R E  Army C adet force  
w a s  h o n o u r e d  t o  re c e i v e  M aj  G en 
C o r d i n g l e y  at W a t e rbe a c h .  A l t e r  his 
i n s p e c t i o n  o f  a g u a r d  o f  h o n o u r ,  the 
G O C  w a s  w e l c o m e d  by C o l  D H 
Bris tow . County  C om m andant .

Maj G en C ord ing ley gave  an Inter
esting and stirring address on the Desert 
Storm c am paign  and  the ro le  and future
o f the A rm y C ad e t  Force to the a ssem 
bled guests  before making the following 
presenta tions: C ad e t  Force Medal to  Maj 
A Y S M cL oone ,  Maj M W o o d  and Lt G 
Nicho las ;  D uke  o f  E d inbu rgh 's  A w ard
gold)  lo SI L W in te rs  and Cdt  Sgt N 

Plumb; Cdt  Cpl S J Godfrey and I Ross 
p re s e n te d  Maj G e n  C o rd ing le y  w ith  a 
shield and Cambridgeshir e  Regiment tie, 
to c om m e m ora te  his  visit.

Col  D  H Bris tow thanked the G O C  
lot his vis it and the interest he was show 
ing in the A rm y Cadet Force in general 
a nd C a m bridgesh ire  in particular.

Alan Cole among the villagers in Theru, inside the Royal Chitwan National Park 
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Pul B azaar ready to return u s to Kathmandu 
to meet up once more wi th  G roup A.

T h e  fo l lowing  day we w ere  up  early 
a g a i n ,  th is  t i m e  to  th e  R o y a l  C h i t w a n  
N a t iona l  Park to enjoy  safar i by e lephan t  
and dug-out canoe w h e re rh ino,  deer , boa r

and crocodile were observed.
ll was  a lso  N e p a l ’s na t iona l  e lect ion  

tim e . The government had decreed  that no 
alcoholic dr inks  would  be served until alter 
the e lect ions ,  The C o m m u n i s t  party was 
elected

O n th e  t h i r d  day  w e  r e t u r n e d  to

Kathmandu ready fo r the long trip home to 
ba ths ,  s h o w e r s ,  to i le ts  an d  c o n v en t io n a l  
meals which  w e had  long awaited.

It w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  p l e a s i n g  th a t  o u r  
veiling people  adapted  to their  changed c ir- 
c u m s t a n c e s ,  d id  not  g ru m b le  e v e n  w h en  
they w e re  not fee l ing  well but knew w e ll 
h a d  to  c o n t i n u e  t r e k k i n g ,  a n d  g e l l e d  
t o g e th e r  a s  a g r o u p  with  no  e v id e n c e  o f 
h om es ickness ,  lt was a p le asure  to  see so 
m any yo u n g  peop le  come toge ther  from all 
over L incolnshire  and  get on  so well.

l t  w o u ld  be am iss  of me if I d id  not 
m e n t i o n  o u r  c h o s e n  t r e k k i n g  a g e n c y .  
S p e c ia l i s t  T r e k k i n g  C o -o p e ra t iv e ,  w h ic h  
o rganised  our sherpas.  porters  and ki tchen 
stall w ho  at all t im es simply cou ld  not do  
enough  to  p lease  us and m ade  our  welfare  
their pr ior i ty . Th is  trekking agency is run by 
Doug Scott the E v e rest m ountaineer.

W hile  in Nepal ,  we had four Nepali s tu
dents accompany the groups. In addition,  a 
number o f pro jects  received financial  assis 
l a n ce  f r o m  th e  g ro u p :  L a n g t a n g  v i l l a g e  
school.  £750; M undu  village school.  £750; 
B h a k t a p u r  ( n o n - fo rm al  e d u c a t io n  ). £ 600 ;  
A d a r s h a  s c h o o l  t o r t i l e  m e n ta l l y  h a n d i  
Lapped. £ 1 2 5; Shree Kalika school (planta
t io n ) .  £.15; N e p a l  L ep rosy  A s s o c i a t i o n .  
£ 1 1 3 ;  D u w a k o t e vil lage  ( w a te r p ro je c t ) .  
£500; Se r m a tang school Y a n g r im a ,  £ 4 0 0 ;  
K a thm andu  environm e ntal. £14.

67



Around the Branches

FOR those of you who were anxious to 
learn if we did indeed manage to move 
our headquarters after 108 years o f  
occupation, the answer is 'yes’ but at a 
squeeze for the converted  married 
quarter at the A ylsham  R oad TA 
Centre in Norwich has all of three bed
rooms and two rooms downstairs.

The roof space has been converted 
to accommodate some o f the museum 
items and we fortunately have the use 
o f  some garaging thanks to 6 Royal 
Anglian.

We m oved im m ed iately  after 
Christmas and with the exception o f  
our flagpoles we are almost ready to be 
’opened’.

Who will buy Cameron House with 
its unrivalled view o f Norwich Gaol to 
its north and a ‘fine city’ to the south, 
remains to be seen. We have now ‘bed
ded in’ and Lindsey and Liz are very 
happy with the new office whilst Ted 
has yet to manage to get into his room 
upstairs.

He shares the bedrooms o f f  the 
landing with SSA FA  and RFEA. 
Unfortunately we had to say goodbye 
to  The Royal British Legion in the 
form of Commander Adrian Allenby, 
who can now be found at Fakenham.

VE / VJ Day
This event was commemorated within 
the county and at Bassingbourn. The 
Royal Norfolk Regiment D-Day veter
a n s spent a day at the TA C entre 
Norwich on May 8 and others paraded 
w ith  the US 2nd Air D iv is io n  in 
Norwich on May 7.

Freedom parade
Arrangements are in hand for the 1st 
Battalion The Royal Anglian Regiment 
to exercise its Freedom of Norwich on 
Oct 3 ’95. This will be 50 years after it 
was granted to the Royal Norfolk  
Regiment and 10 to The Royal Anglian 
Regiment. The timings have yet to be 
finalised but it is likely the day will 
start with a parade in front of the City 
Hall Norwich, followed by a march to 
the cathedral for a service. Lunch will 
follow and in the evening there will be 
a beating retreat.

Regimental Museum
We welcome Kate Thaxton back after 
her leave to produce James. She is 
putting together a new exh ib ition  
devoted to the 50th year after the war, 
which will include the Regiment’s own 
copy o f Mein Kampf. The recent exhi
bition on Regimental Silver caused a 
degree of interest, particularly for those 
who had never seen the magnificent 
King’s Cup.

Dinners
The 4th Battalion held its annual din
ner at Gorleston on Saturday Apr 22 
when many of the FEPOWS met once 
again. The officers had dined the night 
before in Norwich.

Gorleston & Great Yarmouth 
District Branch
IN October we held our sixth AGM. 
Doesn’t time fly? Since forming more 
than seven years ago we have estab
lished a hardcore o f members which is 
steadily increasing. All o f the commit
tee were re-elected, with the exception 
o f Ben Turner, who, having been trea
surer since formation, relinquished his 
post due to family illness. The branch 
passed a vote of thanks to Ben for his 
work: many of you who know him will 
know that he doesn 't su ffer fo o ls  
gladly, and if it is not 100% perfect, 
then it is not right.

Fortunately we were able to talk

Becky Sharpe into the vacant post. 
Becky was able to take over quite a 
healthy set of accounts, due to Ben’s 
providence and to Mick Ellis our draw 
member, who would not let anyone 
escape, be they m em ber or casual 
drinker in the bar, unless they pur
chased a ticket. Selling tickets is not 
everybody’s cup o f  tea, so well done 
Mick and thanks Becky.

Members present were delighted to 
hear that M aj W illie  Reeve 
(Regimental Secretary, Norwich) was 
happy to accept the o ffer  from all 
members to become branch president.

As usual, the branch’s annual din
ner and Christmas draw was held at 
The St Edmunds Hotel in November. 
Sixty-tw o m em bers and guests sat 
down to another enjoyable meal, where 
they were honoured by the presence of 
The Colonel of the Regiment, Maj Gen 
Patrick Stone C B . CBE. As dinner 
chairman he did an excellent job and 
told those present that not only had he 
had an enjoyable even ing, but was 
pleased to see and be able lo  chat to so 
many old friends.

The draw went well, with over 60 
prizes being evenly distributed between 
those who bought tickets o ff the card 
throughout the year and those who 
bought tickets on the night. As for the 
card, amicably sold by Brian Beckett, 
coverage was truly national, with 
prizes going a ll over the country. 
Rumours now have it that Brian is sub
mitting a 1,771 mileage claim. Many 
thanks Brian for your hard work 
throughout the year, but counter 
rumours have it that B ecky has 
obtained Ben’s magic red pen to put a 
thick red line through any claim . 
Thanks also to Pauline Turner who 
again sold a record number of tickets 
on the night, thus helping to keep the 
dinner draw account in the black.

This year started with a business 
meeting, fo llow ed  in February by a 
games night and buffet. In March we 
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Pack Horse Farm Cemetery. From left to right: Mr W Hibbard (branch secretary), Mr 
G Wadsley, (branch standard bearer), Mr B Bullock, Mr H Marshall
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were able to welcome local GP Tom 
Pace as guest speaker. Tom had a very 
interesting career as a medical officer 
in the Royal Navy, where he reached 
the rank of Surgeon Commander. His 
travels took him to Northern Ireland, 
Norway, Canada, Italy and The 
Falklands, the past posting being in 
submarines. Thanks to Tom for a very 
interesting and enjoyable evening for 
the members.

We meet on the last Wednesday of 
every month at The White Lion Hotel, 
Cliff Hill, Gorleston at 8pm. If any ex
members of the Regiment, or members 
of other branches are in the area they 
would be most welcome to join  us. 
Our dinner and draw for 1995 will 
again be held at the St Edmunds Hotel, 
Gorleston, on Nov 25 and any old 
friends who would like to attend  
should contact Ray Pillar on 01493  
601131 nearer the lime.

WITH Christmas well behind them, 
most members were busily making 
preparations for the main event in this 
year’s calendar, the 50th anniversary of 
VE and VJ Day.

Lincoln Branch
BECAUSE of the difficulties in being 
able to arrange a suitable date in 
December ’94, the Branch held its 
annual Christmas dinner on Jan 14, 
1995. Strange as it may be to hold the 
Christmas dinner in the New Year, it 
was well attended and everyone thor
oughly enjoyed themselves.

March saw the arrival of the long- 
awaited trip to Belgium. A group of 26 
mounted the bus in Sobraon Barracks 
at 4.00pm on Mar 2 to begin a five-day 
tour of First World War battle fields, 
museums and memorials. The first

night was spent on board the ferry, 
which was one of the roughest cross
ings many of us had encountered and 
the following morning could not come 
soon enough. Once on dry land, things 
seemed so much better and it was off to 
Poppering where we settled into our 
accommodation in TOC H.

During the next few days we were 
kept to a very tight schedule covering 
the many battles fought for the town of 
Ypres, especia lly  by the L incoln  
Regiment during the 1914-18 War. 
Each evening tired bodies would make 
their way back to the hotel after a very 
exhausting but satisfying day.

After a number of ceremonies and 
a first hand look at som e o f  the 
trenches and conditions that were 
endured by soldiers on both sides dur
ing those years, the tour ended with a 
gam es night in a loca l restaurant. 
Everyone who went will wish to thank 
David Bartlett and John Hudson for 
organising a first class trip and for 
sharing their excellent knowledge of 
the events during 13-18 War and the 
Lincoln Regiment.

Spalding Branch
THE Branch has 20 members spread 
over a wide area of the Spalding and 
Boston district, many o f who do not 
have their own transport which adds

complications to any event organised. 
Nevertheless, the annual general meet
ing on Apr 10 was well attended and a 
new committee was elected.

In consultation with the South 
Holland and District C ouncil, the 
Branch assisted the Spalding Branch of 
The Royal British Legion to organise 
the thanksgiving church parade held on 
May 7.

During the recent months the coun
cil also has been busy converting a dis
used part o f  a bow ling green in 
Spalding, into a Garden of Peace as a 
tribute to all those who served their 
country  during the Second World War. 
Every association has been given the 
opportunity to have a plinth made of 
stone, with the organisation’s name 
engraved on it (all to be identical), 
which will be placed in the garden. The 
garden will be dedicated in August as 
part of the VJ Day events taking place 
in the town.

A memorial plaque in memory of 
those so ld iers of the Royal 
Lincolnshire Regiment who gave their 
lives in the Second World War, which 
used to hang in the Drill Hall before 
the hall was sold, was recently found a 
new home. The plaque, after being 
refurbished by the late Capt Guy Bray, 
was presented to the Spalding and 
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District Council who had offered to 
take care of it. The plaque now hangs 
in pride of place in the new council 
buildings in Spalding.

G rantham  Branch
APPROXIMATELY 30 branch mem
bers and ladies attended the annual 
Regimental reunion in September
1994. Everyone enjoyed a pleasant day 
and were pleased to renew old acquain
tances. We would like to record our 
thanks to Mr Wally Hibbard and the 
Lincoln Branch for their efforts in 
organising the event.

On Remembrance Sunday a large 
number o f the branch members and 
their ladies took part in the parade and 
church service. This was followed by 
the traditional Sunday lunch and get- 
together, which was very much appre
ciated by all those who participated.

In January 1995, 56 members and 
their guests enjoyed a New Year dinner 
and social evening. The branch, unfor
tunately, does not have the luxury of a 
meeting or club room, so these are the 
only times that we are all able to get 
together, making them all the more 
appreciated.

The main event took place in the 
Commonwealth War C em etery in 
Faenzaon Monday Apr 10, 1995.

Taking part were contingents from 
Canada, India, New Zealand, South 
Africa and the UK with representatives 
from each of the embassies concerned. 
Greetings and addresses were given by 
all the groups attending and were trans
lated by a m ulti-lingual MC. 
Particularly interesting were the native 
contents of the Maoris and the South 
African addresses which were really 
something to see.

An armed guard was provided by 
NATO, a brass band from Italy and the 
local students and school children  
helped with the singing. All national 
anthems were played and in all it was a 
most impressive and emotional cere
mony. Wreaths were placed at the 
Great Cross and we were asked to 
ensure that only the conventional 
poppy wreaths with the Regimental 
Crest were used.

After the cerem ony we were 
invited to a monastery in Brisighelia, 
about five miles away, for lunch (all 
paid for) laid on by the nuns, making a 
most enjoyable day.

On Tuesday we visited the CWGC 
cemeteries at Gradara and Montecchio, 
laying a wreath at the Great Cross and 
afterwards visited the ancient town of 
Urbino.

On Wednesday we saw the War 
Cemetery at Coriano Ridge where 50 
of the 6th Lincoln are buried, moving 
onto the village of Gemmano where the 
great battle had taken place and we had 
suffered so many casualties.

On a lighter note we visited San 
Marino and our journey home took us 
via Lyon and Paris, with a conducted 
tour of the city and a one-hour trip of 
the River Seine.

Scunthorpe Branch
SCUNTHORPE now has a member
ship of 49, which is steadily increasing. 
Forty of those members were on parade 
for the VE Day celebrations and a 
small display was set up, recruiting 
more ex-members of the Regiment to 
join the Association.

This year marks the second  
anniversary of the Scunthorpe Branch 
which chairman Mr C Bromby and 
members celebrated in style with a 
cabaret evening in a local hotel on J un 
2 .

On a sad note, one of the founder 
members o f the Scunthorpe Branch 
Colin Drane died while undergoing a 
heart by-pass operation in Hull’s Castle 
Hill Hospital on Jan 12. Colin, the 
father of three, had been the resident 
drummer for more than 27 years at the 
Scunthorpe Independent Liberal Club 
and for 11 years prior to that he played 
percussion in the Royal Lincolnshire 
Regimental Band.

At the Woodlands Crematorium in 
Scunthorpe on Jan 18 colleagues from 
the Royal Lincolnshire Old Comrades 
Association formed a guard of honour 
and regimental standards were lowered 
as hundreds of mourners wept during 
the sounding of the Last Post. Colin 
was a friend to all and will be sadly 
missed.

Officers’ dinner
MEMBERSHIP o f the Association up 
to the middle o f October 1994 was 
686, the highest for 12 years, and is 
mainly due to the members contacting 
former com rades-in-arm s with the 
object of getting them to the join the 
Association. The Association has at 
least three nonagenarians, the oldest 
being 95-year-old George Bartram of 
the Bedford Branch who served in the 
4th B attalion The Bedfordshire 
Regiment in 1917/18. The other two 
served with the 2nd Battalion in China 
between the wars.

Sadly, we are also losing a few. 
Many have left their mark on the 
Association and will be sadly missed 
at Association gatherings. One was 
‘L ucky’ Nunn, e x - l s t  Battalion 
(Tobruk, India and Burma) who over 
the last 12 or more years had sat on the 
management committee, and in recent 
years had done much sterling work on 
the Benevolent Committee. We shall 
cherish his memory and that o f  the 
other brave men who wore our badge 
with pride.

On the b en evo len ce  side the 
Association had 26 requests for grants 
approved over the six months from 
May 1994, totalling £2,920.27. This 
was very similar to the previous six 
monthly figures. The grants ranged 
from domestic items to Nursing Home 
fees. In the last two years the 
Benevolence Committee has received 
111 requests for assistance and has 
granted a total o f £14,922.55 including 
ABF subsidies, which works out at one 
case per week at an average grant of 
£134.43.
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The brains of the Bedford Branch committee members on Feb 3, 1995. Left to right: 
Maj Jim Darville TC, president; Maj Donald Girdwood, vice-president; Maj Winton 

OBE, outgoing president; Tom Morley, vice-president; Doug George, chairman and 
treasurer; John Baggaridge, secretary; Adrian Forde, minutes secretary. 

Copyright Premier Newspapers Ltd.
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The museum
The gallery at Luton Museum display
ing the Association’s collection is to be 
upgraded. Work will start by late April 
1995 with a view to opening the new 
gallery in August 1995. Luton Museum 
has obtained a grant from the 
Museum’s and Galleries’ Improvement 
Fund, and funding from Luton 
Borough Council. Association mem
bers will be invited to attend an event 
to open officially the gallery sometime 
this summer.

The ending of the 1939-45 -  1st 
Battalion reunions
Sadly the last reunion was held in 
October 1994. Reunions have been 
held since 1948 when Maj ‘Froggy’ 
French and ‘Ticker’ Eames met in a 
London public house and started them 
off.

The first was held at the depot in 
Brentwood and from there it moved to 
a public house in Soho under the guid
ance of Ticker. In the 70s Baron Hough 
took  over the running until the 
premises could no longer accommodate 
them. After a further move ‘Lucky’ 
Nunn managed to find a slot at the 
V ictory Services Club, w here the 
reunions were held until last year.

The Great Reaper has been taking a 
heavy toll o f the members so  that 
despite the energy and industry of  
Lucky, the reunions became difficult to 
organise. The final straw came with the 
deaths o f ‘G azzer’ G asgo in e and 
‘Skipper’ Franklin. With the agreement 
o f the remaining few, Lucky decided to 
call it a day -  and now Lucky has gone 
too.

Annual reunion and remem
brance parade -  November 1994
The Association’s annual reunion and 
remembrance parade takes place at the 
Regimental War Memorial opposite the 
old Kempston Barracks on the Sunday 
after Remembrance Sunday every year 
at midday. Over the years we have 
been very fortunate with the weather 
for our wreath laying parade.

It was as usual an excellent turnout 
with members from all over the coun

try including most o f  all the old famil
iar faces and quite a few new ones all 
looking for a long-lost friend. For the 
wreath laying parade we were fortunate 
to have once again the Volunteer Band 
of The Royal Anglian Regiment, by 
kind permission of their Commanding 
Officer. The Band performed a medley 
of music before the parade formed up.

The standards of the branches were 
marched to their p o sitio n s  on the 
memorial and at 11.55am the parade 
marched on with N o.l Company, 5th 
Battalion The Royal Anglian Regiment 
leading. These were followed by two 
contingents o f  old  com rades, each 
approxim ately 80  in strength, 
Bedfordshire Army C adets and 
Bedfordshire Police Cadets.

With the arrival o f  the Deputy 
Colonel, then Maj Gen M J D Walker 
CBE, with the Association president 
and chairman, there followed a short 
service conducted by the Rev Robin 
Brown. The D eputy C olon el,
Association president and chairman, 
and the Worshipful Mayor o f  Bedford, 
Councillor D Jones, laid their wreaths. 
The Exhortation was read by Lt Col C

S E M Bagstaff.
With the Band playing the Destiny 

Waltz, wreaths were laid on behalf of 
the 1st, 2nd and 5th Battalions 16th 
Foot, The Royal Anglian Regiment TA 
Band, Bedford, Hertford, St Albans, 
Hitchin, Watford & Hemel Hempstead, 
and Luton & Dunstable Branches, The 
Hertfordshire Regiment Association 
and the Arm y C adets. Individual 
wreaths in memory o f loved ones were 
also laid.

The Deputy Colonel took the salute 
for the march past as the Band played 
the o ld  R egim ental march 
‘Mandolinata’. The General addressed 
members com m enting on the great 
turnout and the sm artness o f  the 
parade. The comrades then lunched 
either in the Drill Hall or The Keep 
before m aking final farew ells for  
another year.

Annual dinner and dance
The attendance at the Association’s 
annual d inner and dance at S e lle  
School, Hertford, on Apr 15 was down 
a little on previous years. We were 

Continued Page 72

71



Around the Branches
From Page 71
pleased to welcome as our guest Lt D J 
Clements MBE, Commanding Officer 
of the 2nd Battalion. All Association 
branches were represented as well as
12 members of the Essex Regiment 
Association.

The Association was most fortu
nate in having the Band of The Essex 
Yeomanry to play members into dinner 
and the branch standards into the ball, 
and gave an excellent performance dur
ing the dinner. After the speeches and 
the Royal Toast, dancing continued 
until the evening ended in its usual way 
with all present marching around the 
hall to our old Regimental March. A 
really wonderful night.

Future events
The organisers of the 16th Foot offi
cers’ lunch at C hicheley Hall, 
Bedfordshire on Thursday Jun 29 are 
hoping to break attendance records at 
this splendid get-together.

The colours o f the 3rd East 
Anglian Regiment will be mounted in 
St Paul’s Church, Bedford at a service 
on Sunday Aug 13 (Blenheim Day). 
The aim of the service will be to pay 
respect to the colours being laid up and 
the soldiers who served with our old 
Regiment in peace and war. An appro
priate brass plate near the colours will 
explain their history.

News from the branches 
The Bedford Branch new president is 
Maj W J Darville TD, ex-2nd and 5th 
Battalions who took over in October. 
Maj T A Winton, the previous presi
dent, had to stand down due to his 
absence in Croatia, although he will 
continue to be a branch member. We 
must also congratulate Maj Winton on 
the award o f the OBE in the New  
Year’s Honours list for Humanitarian 
Service in the former Yugoslavia. The 
branch dinner was held at the Moat 
House Hotel on Oct I. 1994 and was 
attended by 68 members. The 
Remembrance reunion was yet again 
well attended by branch members.

A social evening was held at the 
BUSA Club on Dec 2. 1994 with a 
well stocked buffet and rattle provided

by Glynis Hardwick.
The H ertford  B ranch remains 

very active with a great deal of support 
from members at all of our functions. 
Seventy members and their friends 
attended Kempston in November. Two 
weeks previously it held a supper 
dance which made a valuable contribu
tion to branch funds. On Dec 14, mem
bers attended a Band Concert at the 
Castle Hall, Hertford. The Minden 
Band o f the Queen’s Division provided 
the music and a total of £604 was made 
for the Army B enevolent Fund. 
Another concert by this fine band, to be 
run by the branch, has been arranged 
for Nov 16, 1995 and support from 
other branches would be welcome. A 
number o f functions are arranged, 
including a VJ band concert on Aug 
11,1995 and members look forward to 
meeting old friends at the Association 
dinner and at the colour presentation.

At the beginning of the year things 
have been rather quiet for the St 
Albans Branch. The January meeting 
had to be can celled  ow ing  to bad 
weather and some comrades not being 
well.

The W atford  & H em el 
Hempstead Branch held a very suc
cessful Race Night at the TA Centre, 
Hemel Hempstead on Oct 15, 1994, 
but like most events o f the year was 
unable to raise as much money for 
charity as would have been liked. The 
Remembrance Day service at St John's 
Church, was conducted by the Rector 
of Hemel Hempstead who is also the 
Padre to the Branch.

On Nov 20, the Branch’s largest 
contingent of 50 members and partners 
went to the annual reunion and 
Remembrance Day at Kempston. This 
event is always popular. The Branch 
annual dinner dance was held on Dec 9 
at the Heath Park, when 90 members 
and guests attended; the same venue 
has been booked for 1995. The branch 
is ten-years-old this year but at the 
moment it has not decided on a venue 
to celebrate at due to the sudden death 
o f ’Lucky’ Nunn. We in the Branch 
will miss him as a good friend and 
comrade.

The Hitchin Branch opened its

first report for 1995 with the good 
news that Harold Walker is now safely 
home from hospital and making a com
plete recovery. On Nov 20, a number 
o f mem bers attended the annual 
reunion at Kempston which was very 
successful. The annual Christmas din
ner was held at the Firs Hotel, Hitchin 
and proved again to be a very enjoy
able evening. A reservation has been 
booked for this December. For the 
future, the Branch has made applica
tions for tickets to attend the Beating 
Retreat in London on Sunday Aug 20, 
which is part o f the programme in 
commemoration o f  the 50th anniver
sary o f VJ Day, and the presentation of 
new colours at Duxford.

The Luton & Dunstable Branch 
organised a day trip to Southend on 
Oct I, 1994, and everyone enjoyed 
themselves. The Branch annual dinner 
was held at the Royal Naval Club on 
Dec 9 with 42 members having an 
enjoyable even in g . M embers also 
attended the dedication o f  the new 
standard of the REME Association’s 
Luton Branch at the Parish Church on 
Oct 23, 1994. O f course the annual 
reunion at Kempston is always well 
attended by our members. The branch 
standard was carried by the secretary 
Selw yn  Chapman and the branch 
wreath was laid by Peter Kilby. Two 
Saturday coffee mornings have been 
held at the D unstable M ethodist 
Church hall. Both o f these, one on Dec 
3 and the other on Feb 18 raised over 
£100 for branch funds. Another is 
scheduled at the same venue later this 
year.

Arrangements are well in hand for 
attending the association dinner and the 
presentation of new colours.

The Branch had a sad loss on Nov 
2, 1994 with the tragic death of Leila 
Gearing who had been a member of the 
social committee since the reformation 
of the Branch. Leila was always ready 
to help and organised and ran the 
monthly raffles and the annual 
Christmas draw, as well as helping at 
the coffee mornings. She will be much 
missed by all members of the Branch. 
The annual AGM and the annual draw. 
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which on the death of Leila had to be 
postponed, was held at the March 
monthly meeting.

Deaths
Mr Ken A lbone late 2nd Battalion  
Bedfs & Herts on Oct 20. 1994; Mr 
Leslie Day late 6th Battalion Bedfs & 
Herts on Mar 9, 1995; M ajor Jack  
Douglas M BE late 2nd B attalion  
Bedfs & Herts on Mar 28, 1995; Maj 
John Evans late 1st Battalion Herts on 
Jan 8, 1995; M aj D u d ley  C a w te  
Franklin late 1st Battalion Bedfs & 
Herts on Sept 17, 1994; M r P eter  
Gibson late Bedfs &  Herts and No. 3 
Commando on Oct 6, 1994; I.t Col E 
M Harper late Bedfs & Herts and 
Royal West African Frontier Force on 
Dec 25, 1994; Mr Len Leach late 1st 
Battalion Bedfs & Herts on Feb 8, 
1995; Maj H J Letch late Bedfs & 
Herts on Dec 19, 1994; Maj Derrick  
Monico TD late 5th Battalion Bedfs & 
Herts on Oct 8. 1994; Mr Kill Scully 
late 2nd Battalion Bedfs & Herts on 
Nov 25, 1994.

THE Association Secretary, Maj Colin 
Albany, is recovering from his illness, 
but is still only working part-time at 
the TA Centre. Hertford.

A visit on O ct 16 to the Royal 
Hospital, Chelsea, was made by mem
bers o f the comm ittee to attend the 
governor’s parade and service. The 
annual lunch band concert took place al 
Selle School, Hertford on Nov 6. An 
excellent lunch was enjoyed by all, and 
the concert by the Volunteer Band of 
The Royal Anglian Regiment was most 
impressive. Nearly 150 members and 
wives attended. Now that this function 
is held at lunchtime many more mem

bers are attending, and we look for
ward to seeing even more at this year’s 
event, un Sunday Nov 5, 1995.

On Rem em brance D ay . the 
Hertfordshire Regiment Association  
standard was carried by Mr D Corbett 
and there was a good turnout o f mem
bers on parade at the Hertford War 
Memorial for the service. As always 
members were well represented at the 
annual reunion at Kempston, where the 
standard was again on parade. At the 
AGM on Mar 29, Peter Burgess was 
elected  chairman in p lace o f  John 
Renwick. A spring supper took place 
on Apr 1 at the TA Centre, Hertford, 
when some 50 members attended as 
w ell as several w id ow s o f  the 
Association.

THE 40th annual reunion dinner, held 
as usual at the TA Centre. London 
Road with the kind help and co-opera- 
tion of 5 Royal Anglian was a great 
success. We had an excellent night. 
The branch standards o f our own and 
the Corby Branch were paraded before 
the dinner and we sat dow n with 
increased numbers and a particularly 
strong officer support to a good roast 
beef dinner.

We enjoyed the R oyal Anglian  
Band playing for us during the meal 
and were given a display by the Corps 
of Drums under its new drum major to 
conclude the entertainment. A raffle 
held after the dinner enabled us to 
make a very worthwhile donation to 
the new Regimental Museum Appeal 
Fund.

One sad note which should not go 
unreported, was the death o f Lawrence 
Poulter, the only recorded local 
Huntingdonshire Cyclist, just a few  
w eeks before the dinner. We had 
hoped he would attend the dinner

where an exhibition in memory o f the 
Huntingdonshire C y c lis ts  had been 
staged.

We held a w ell attended annual 
general meeting in February and were 
particularly encouraged to be told that 
there were details o f  about 60 former 
Royal Anglians in our area who we 
will invite to join our branch meetings.

Plans are w e ll in hand for the 
events in the months ahead. The pre
sentation o f  co lours at Duxford, the 
Regimental weekend and, hopefully, a 
visit by the Branch to the Museum in 
Northampton are but a few of the mat
ters on our agenda.

I do hope readers will support our 
branch whenever they can. We have a 
jo in t b arb ecu e  w ith the 
Cambridgeshire Regimental comrades 
on Jul 20 at the W oolpack, Stanground 
and our dinner at the TA Centre in 
Peterborough on Saturday Oct 21. Do 
please try and com e along,

A gathering -  Felixstowe 
Oct 22,1994
ON Saturday O ct 2 2 , 1994 the 9th 
annual gathering  o f  ex-2nd  Royal 
Anglian Regiment (The Poachers) was 
h eld , as in p r e v io u s  years, at the 
Marlborough Hotel in Felixstowe.

This year was attended in record 
numbers and was, as always, wonder
fully arranged and organised by WOl 
David and Pat Knight, who were also, 
as in previous years, ably assisted by 
Amanda and Henry King -  David and 
Pat’s daughter and son-in-law.

This now very popular event in our 
reunion’s calendar w as attended by 
245 ex-members o f  the Royal Anglian 
Regiment and included a number of 
the original amalgamation members of 
E x-R oyal L in c o ln s  and Ex- 
Northamptons -  a number o f whom 
had travelled quite long distances to be 
present. The even in g  com m enced at 
8pm when all form er mem bers and 
their ladies were greeted by David and 
Pat in the r e c e p tio n  su ite  o f  the 
Marlborough Hotel. And, as ever, in a 
very short tim e, the evening simply 
‘came a liv e ’ with the greetings and 
m eetin gs o f  o ld  fr ie n d s  from our 
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Regimental family! David, who has 
now become our accepted president for 
this gathering, and also acted as our 
chairman for the evening, welcomed all 
those present.

In his opening remarks we were 
reminded of those who had passed 
away since our last meeting and silent 
tribute was paid to them. David named 
Bernard Wolfe and his wife, Sgt Mac 
Mackenzie, Cpl Jeff Kirk and Cpl 
Carter. David then welcomed in partic
ular Cpl Rod Carter’s wife Jenny and 
their two sons who had come along 
especially for the evening.

The guests of honour this year 
were Lt Col David Greenfield and his 
wife Isobel, both of whom have been 
stalwart supporters of this event since 
the first gathering. A lso everyone 
attending were delighted to see for the 
first time Lt Col Ron and Daphne 
Baylis, who we all w ell remember 
from the days way back on the amalga
mation of The Royal Lincolnshire 
Regiment and The Northamptonshire 
Regiment in Watchet, when Ron was 
the first Regimental sergeant major of 
the new regiment.

We were all delighted that David 
and Ron had done so wonderfully well 
in their respective careers, and to have 
both now retired in the rank o f lieu
tenant colonels and both having been 
awarded MBEs during their service.

All were also delighted to meet 
Maj De Breton Gordon, whom many of 
us had not seen for a long time. It was 
his first time attending and we feel sure 
he was pleased to meet with so many 
old friends during the evening. A bou
quet was presented to Mrs Greenfield, 
and amidst fond and spontaneous 
acclamation a special bouquet was pre
sented to Pat Knight to celebrate the 
fact that it was David and Pat’s 34th 
wedding anniversary.

An excellent buffet supper was 
served later in the evening and I feel 
was enjoyed by all. It was a lively and 
enjoyable evening, when reminiscences 
went on long into the night and early 
morning!

E A R

70th Battalion, The 
Northamptonshire Regiment
WITH our ladies and guests some 65 
persons sat down for dinner. Thanks to 
the generosity of members our finances 
are in good order. Donations during the 
year totalled £85 and the raffle raised 
the magnificent sum of £132.20. Along 
with members of the committee some 
members kindly donated raffle prizes.

Members attending the reception 
the next day were well pleased with the 
arrangements made to give us such a 
memorable occasion. Col Holland, on 
behalf o f members presented to the 
Mayor of Northampton a Regimental 
plaque and thanked him for entertain
ing us so superbly. After the reception 
we paid a visit to the Regim ental 
museum.

After a warm welcome and intro
ductory few words from Col John 
Wetherall, curator o f the museum, 
members v iew ed  the exh ib its and 
expressed the opinion that obvious co
operation with the Northampton  
Borough Council had produced a very 
pleasing and worthwhile display.

The Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre
IN late March a report appeared in the 
Northampton Chronicle and Echo to 
the effect that the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre may well he made redun
dant. Many letters o f protest were 
received by the paper, several of which 
alluded to the regiment. One extract 
appears below:

From :- The Chairman, The 
Northamptonshire Regiment

“I was dismayed, as are many other 
comrades o f the former 
Northamptonshire Regiment, to hear 
that plans are afoot to close this famous 
Church -  our Regimental Church.

"The Church, which houses our 
Regimental Chapel containing many 
memorials to former members, is the 
spiritual home of all those who have 
served in your County Regiment. It 
was always one of the lu st places to be 
visited by new recruits and officers. 
Today it is a place o f pilgrimage for 
them. There has always been a close 
association between the Church and the

Regiment. An illustration of this was 
the presentation o f  churchwarden’s 
wands in 1962. This year a memorial 
to the late Brig D E Taunton for his 
service to the Church and the Regiment 
will be dedicated. This association 
must be allowed to continue.

"The Regiment is proud of its con
nections with one o f  the greatest exam
ples of a round church remaining in the 
country. Its closure would be an irre
placeable loss to Northampton, the 
county, its regiment, the country and 
the world."

Koval Tigers Wood
AS part o f the development of Royal 
Tigers Wood a small group of trees 
was planted within the wood. The 17 
trees planted represent countries in 
w hich the R oyal L eicestershire  
Regiment served and for which they 
were awarded Battle Honours. The 
International Tree Foundation 
researched the appropriate species and 
advised on the purchasing of the trees.

The following trees representing 
the battle honours as shown, were 
planted: Black Poplar (Namur 1965), 
Snake Bark Maple (Louisburg 1758). 
Red Maple (Canada 1759), Bristle 
Cone Pine (Martinique 1762), Bhutan 
Pine (K helat 1839), Scots Pine 
(Sevastapol 1855), Indian Chestnut 
(Ali Masjid 1878), Eucalyptus (South 
Africa 1899 -1902 ), Oak (N euve  
Chapelle 1915). Chestnut Leafed Oak 
(M esopotam ia 1915-18), Plane 
(Som m e 1916), Incense Cedar 
(Palestine 1918), Evergreen Oak (Sidi 
Barrani 1940). Maritime Pine (Crete 
1941), Italian Alder (Salerno 1943), 
Golden Poplar (Scheldt 1 9 4 4  and 
Korean Hill Cherry (Korea 1951-52).
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In addition two seats are to be posi
tioned in the group of trees to represent 
Malaya 1941-42 and Chindits 1944.

The planting took place on Feb 23,
1995. Trees were planted by individu
als and representatives of those organi
sations who have been so supportive to 
the Regimental L iving M em orial. 
Amongst those present were the Vice- 
Lord Lieutenant, the leaders o f those 
councils involved with the wood, rep
resentative of the Woodland Trust, the 
National Forest, the International Tree 
Foundation, Lady Martin, Mrs Moore, 
Mr David Harding (ARC -  who pro
vided the memorial stone), Mr Philip 
Colin (The Stonemason who engraved 
the stone), Mr D Cox (nurseryman who 
provided and looked after the trees), 
Mr M E Cooper (who placed the stone 
in position) and a number of members 
of the Royal Tigers Association.

After the planting ceremony and a 
visit to the R egim ental M em orial 
Stone, a small reception was held in 
Bagworth village hall.

The president of the association, 
having visited  the b attlefie ld  o f  
Princeton, where in 1771, 240 men of 
the 17th R egim ent defeated  an 
American Brigade, instigated the pre
sentation of a ‘Mercer’s’ Oak from the 
battlefield to be planted in the wood. In 
late March, the curator of the battle
field despatched two White Oaks from 
the battlefield site. They were trans
ported under the personal care of an 
American National Guard Officer who 
delivered them to Gen Pollard and Lt 
Col Swallow at USAF Mildenhall. The 
two trees (dormant and boxed) were 
then transported to Col S w a llo w ’s 
house and the next day collected by the 
chairman and secretary of the associa
tion, transported to a nursery in 
Leicestershire and placed in rootainers. 
It is hoped that the curator will attend 
the dedication service at Royal Tigers 
Wood on Jun 18 when the trees will be 
placed in position.

The dedication of the wood will 
take place on Royal Tigers weekend. 
The short service will be held in the 
area o f the glade surrounding the 
Memorial Stone. The P rovost of

Leicester will officiate at the Service 
and the Rev Malcolm Stonestreet (an 
ex NS officer with the 1st Battalion in 
Cyprus) w ill dedicate the w ood. A 
reception afterwards will be held in 
Bagworth.

VE Day
The Association had the opportunity to 
meet locally during the VE commemo
rative weekend. The president o f the 
Association commanded the parade on 
the march past after the serv ice  in 
Leicester Cathedral on May 7. The 
parade marched from the Cathedral to 
the Town Hall and, after a short 
address from the Lord Lieutenant, 
drank a w elcom e pint o f  beer very 
kindly donated by Everards Brewery, 
in Town Hall Square.

THE remembrance service and reunion 
took place at Warley on Jun 26, 1994. 
At the service, which was held in the 
Regimental Chapel, the address was 
given by the V enerable David  
Jennings, Archdeacon o f Southend. He 
also dedicated a pew-end memorial to 
the late Brig Charles Paton. After the 
service a large number of old com
rades took part in the march past at 
which the salute was taken by Maj 
Gen Walker. An excellent tea was then 
enjoyed in the K eys Hall (the old 
Depot gymnasium) and the day was 
rounded off with a gathering on the 
headquarters lawn during which the 
silver bugles, presented by the County 
of Essex to the Pompadours in 1937, 
were handed over on loan to the King 
Edward VI School Corps of Drums.

Throughout the year services are 
held in the Regimental Chapel on the 
first Sunday of each month. These are 
always well supported with congrega
tions of about 70 to 80. One of the fea

tures o f the service is that a different 
officer is invited to read the lesson  
each month and it has been particularly 
pleasing that the commanding officers 
of both the 1st and 6th Battalions and 
the Regimental Secretary have been 
among the readers in the past year.

The annual Remembrance service 
and reunion in 1995 will be held on 
Jun 25. The sermon will be preached 
by the Rev Tom H iney, the 
Regimental Chaplain, and it is hoped 
that a pew-end memorial to Brig Dick 
Randall w ill be ready in time to be 
dedicated at the service.

On Oct 16 last year a party from 
the A sso c ia tio n  v is ited  the R oyal 
Hospital at Chelsea. They took part in 
the governor’s parade and marched 
into chapel with the in-pensioners for 
the morning service during which the 
Association standards were laid on the 
altar and the president read the Essex 
Regimental prayer. After the service, 
members of the Association and their 
w ives jo in ed  the in-pensioners for 
drinks in their club.

On Nov 8 representatives from all 
form er b atta lion s o f  the E ssex  
Regiment attended a short service in 
Chelmsford Cathedral at which the 
president and area secretary laid  
wreaths below the Regimental memor
ial. The Association was also well rep
resented when the Duke of Edinburgh 
opened the Field o f Remembrance at 
Westminster Abbey on Nov 10.

Form er m em bers o f the l/5 th  
Essex gathered at the TA Centre at 
Chelmsford on Nov 5 for their annual 
commemoration o f the crossing of the 
river Trigno in November 1943. The 
fact that 57 veterans o f  that battle, in 
which 1 /5th fought with great gallantry 
and suffered 139 casualties, were pre
sent 51 years later was a remarkable 
tribute to the spirit and comradeship of 
that fine battalion.

A new display case is being built 
in The E ssex R egim ent Museum at 
Chelmsford in which the Salamanca 
Eagle, item s o f  3rd Battalion The 
Royal Anglian Regiment silver, the sil
ver drums o f  the 2nd Battalion The 
E ssex R egim ent and Brig Paton’s 

Continued Page 76

75



Around the Branches
From Page 75
medals will form part of the display. 
Four of the silver drums were pre
sented to the Pompadours by the 
County of Essex in 1912, the remain
ing eight drums were purchased by vol
untary subscriptions within the 
Battalion and were beaten for the first 
time at Ambala in India in November 
1923. The cost o f the case in which 
they will be displayed has been met by 
grants from The Royal Anglian  
Regiment. Essex Heritage Trust, 
Jardine Insurance Services, and M and 
G.

In early May a party o f  Essex  
Regiment A ssociation  members 
together with members of the Polar 
Bear Association were due to pay an 
eight-day visit to Holland for the VE 
Day commemorations. A report will 
appear in the next edition of the Eagle, 
the Association journal.

Thurrock Branch
AFTER a busy summer last year, with 
three trips to France apart from all the 
other trips we attended, everything 
seems to have calmed down, although 
in October a few 2nd Essex old com
rades travelled to W uustw ezel in 
Belgium for their 50th anniversary of 
liberation. A very good programme of 
events was enjoyed. Representatives 
were present from all battalions that 
served in the 49th Division, the Polar 
Bears.

November was a very busy month 
with remembrance services including 
our local commemoration. Our branch 
dinner and dance was also in 
November and this was attended by the 
Mayor and Mayoress of Thurrock and 
Col and Mrs G Morgan. It was an 
excellent evening. We shall be repeat
ing the function on Nov 18, 1995, so 
how about it, both old and serving 
comrades, just write or phone, we 
would very much welcome your atten
dance.

The branch donated a Christmas 
tree and decorations to Thurrock 
Hospital this year and this was greatly 
appreciated by both patients and staff.

No Bassingbourn this year, we 
shall miss this wonderful gathering, but

le t’s hope for a good turn out at 
Duxford for the colour presentation.

P (iiggens Hon Sec.

4th Comrades Association
THE 4th Battalion Comrades 
Association has had its usual activities 
in the past year, which all appeared 
highly successful.

Our memorial service in March 
1994 went with the usual solemnity but 
all present were enjoined by long  
friendships. In the RHQ afterwards we 
all had a good chat as refreshments 
were enjoyed. Our garden party was 
held in July at Warley and over 200 
members with wives and friends were 
present. Entertainment was supplied by 
the Essex Corps of Drums, also by the 
Ursuline School Orchestra. Our dinner 
dance proved to be another enjoyable 
evening.

Ted Hazle DCM Hon Sec.

(Ted and Cis celebrated their golden  
w edding in M arch  -  hearty congratula
tions. Ed.)

B r a n c h e s :  B ecc les , Bury St
E dm unds, F e lix sto w e , Ip sw ich , 
Leiston, Stowmarket, Sudbury (see 
address page 85 December 1994 issue 
Castle)

MOST branches report an active and 
bus\ half year with w ell attended 
meetings and a full programme for the 
summer.

B eccles had a very successfu l 
Christmas social limited only by the 
capacity of the clubroom of the Caxton 
Club. They look forward to members 
from other branches attending their

autumn buffet dance to be held at 
Lowestoft Football Social Club on Fri 
Sept 29. Monthly meetings average 40 
out o f a membership of 54. They are 
busy preparing for the VJ Day 50th 
anniversary ceremony.

At Felixstowe there was a highly 
successful Christmas party with a live 
wire entertainer Jean Cass. Again a 
busy summer lies ahead with participa
tion in all the VJ Day ceremonies.

Hemel Hempstead has been very 
active in raising money for the Royal 
British Legion with the selling of pop
pies supported by a dance. They are 
looking forward to the various events 
this summer -  Duxford, Minden week
end and VJ Day.

Ipswich too, reported their buffet 
dance held on Dec 3 a great success. 
On Dec 16 they ended up with a fish- 
and-chip outing at Kesgrave RBL 
instead of Woodbridge but as a result 
filled a gap in the badges held by the 
RBL by presenting one of The Suffolk 
Regiment. There is a full programme 
ahead with Duxford, Minden Day and 
VJ Day anniversaries at Bury on Aug 
30.

Leiston mourns the loss o f two 
stalwarts: C harlie Johnson, an 
FEPOW, w hose funeral service at 
Theberton with a packed congregation 
supported by branch and RBL stan
dards, demonstrated the esteem  in 
which he was held: and Maj Geoffrey 
Wilson, a keen TA officer in the area 
with C Company 4 Suffolk. Suffolk 
and C am bridgeshire and finally  
RAOC. Leiston has been exceptionally 
busy putting up a large scale model of 
part o f the infamous Siam-Burma rail
way now d isp layed in the Leiston 
Longshop Museum.

It has received much praise and a 
visit to it is h ighly recommended. 
Upwards o f 10,000 are expected to 
have viewed it before the end of the 
season in October.

Once again w e w ould like to 
extend a warm w elcom e to any ex- 
Royal Anglian to become members ot 
an> branch.

They will be received with open 
arms and find th em selves among 
friends
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Officers’ dinner
THE Lord L ieutenant o f 
Cambridgeshire, Mr James Crowden K 
St J, was the guest o f honour at the 
Cam bridgeshire Regiment o fficers’ 
dinner held on Apr 8 at the Cadet head
quarters, Waterbeach. Col W F Page 
MC, TD, president o f the Regimental 
A sso c ia tio n s , presided and 2Lt S 
Crockford o f the Cambridgeshire Army 
Cadets was Mr Vice.

Telegrams o f greetings were read 
out which had been received from Her 
Majesty The Queen, Queen Elizabeth, 
The Queen M other our C olonel-in- 
C h ie f and T he P rincess M argaret, 
Deputy Colonel-in-Chief.

The Regiment was toasted and a 
reply g iven  by the O fficer  
C om m anding 3 (C am bridgeshire) 
C om pany, 5 th  (V ) R oyal A nglian  
Regim ent, Maj J M D avidson, who 
regaled the assembly with tales o f the 
exploits of the Company.

W e w ere very p leased  to see a 
large contingent from the pre-war regi
ment including Lt Col E L V Mapey, 
Patron of the Regimental Associations 
and OCA, and several regular attenders 
from the Yeomanry who are connected 
to the Regiment through the cadre.

We were also very pleased to have 
the colours o f  the 5th (V) Battalion on 
parade, and the C am bridgeshire  
Regiment silver so ably prepared by 
C/Sgt Taylor.

The dinner for next year has been 
arranged for  Saturday Apr 13 at 
Waterbeach and it is hoped that other 
Regimental organisations will keep this 
date clear.

Cambridgeshire Regiment 
museum news
In addition to the small display incor

porated into the perm anent Royal 
Anglian museum, the Regiment has 
been offered a site adjacent to the 
Royal Anglian disp lay. This would 
enable the Regiment to have its own 
display of uniforms, maps, medals etc.

The o ffer  has been gratefu lly  
accepted and in order to have the dis
play p ro fession a lly  produced to 
Imperial War Museum standards would 
cost some £8,000 to £ 12,000.

The Singapore Drums have been 
lent to the Imperial War Museum to be 
part of a 50th anniversary display relat
ing to the fall o f Singapore. It is pro
posed that the existing displays at Ely 
and Bury St Edmunds will remain.

Mr F Grounds has kindly produced 
a com p lete  in ventory  o f  all the 
Regiment’s display material.

Regimental Chapel, Ely 
Cathedral
Col P D Storie-Pugh, Col D Bristow 
and Mr F Grounds have been appointed 
trustees. The families o f Col Carpenter 
and Col Thome have been approached 
to see if they would be prepared to pay 
for the Glastonbury chairs with suit
ably engraved plaques. The trustees 
have agreed to con trib u te  £ 5 ,0 0 0  
towards improvements to the lighting 
and fabric. The Ely sewing party has 
agreed to revamp the altar cloth.

Bury St Edmunds Museum
On display here is a copy o f an original 
painting o f  Cpl L A A ustin  o f  the 
1 s t /1 st B attalion  C am bridgesh ire  
Regiment winning his DCM at Ypres 
on Apr 28, 1915. The painting is by H 
H Flere and is dated 1916. Can anyone

throw any light on where the original 
may be? Mr D Lammin o f 20 Towneys 
Ride, Bures St M ary, Suffolk  C 0 8  
5DB would welcome any information 
un Pte Lammin who died on May 26, 
1943 and served with the Regiment.

Obituaries
Lt C o l Jack E n n io n  died on Nov 9, 
1994, aged 84. The funeral service was 
held at St Andrew's Church, Soham and 
supported by a large number of old com
rades. Commissioned 2/Lt into the 1st 
Battalion Cambridgeshire Regiment in 
1929, he was stationed in England from 
August 1939 to April 1940, then B E F  
France May 1940, returning to England 
in June 1940 to November 1941.

He was then posted to East Africa 
in January 1942 until November 1942 
and the Middle East for the remainder 
o f the War w ith  the East A frica  
P ion eers. He w as CO o f  the 2nd 
Battalion Cambridgeshire Home Guard 
from 1953-56. He practised as a solici
tor from 1934 to 1984. He will sadly be 
missed as a regular attender at OCA 
m eetings. He w as chairm an o f  the 
tru stees o f  the C am bridgeshire  
Regimental Chapel Endowment Fund 
for a number o f  years and under his 
guidance the fund flourished.

D o n a tio n s  in m em ory o f  Jack 
Ennion raised £1 ,158 , half going to 
The Royal British Legion and half to 
the Chapel Endowment Fund.

Lt Col (Jock) C olchester who com 
manded the R egim ent im m ediately  
after the War has d ied , deta ils not 
known.

Future Events
Event Date Day Time Location
3 Company Open Day Jul 16 Sun 11 am ( Coldhams Lane
Minden Day Jul 31 Sun 11 am Bury
VJ Service Aug 13 Sun 3pm St Peter & St Paul, Wisbech
VJ Parade & Service Aug 19 Sat 2.15pm Ely
VJ Service Aug 20 Sun 11 am Peterborough
Regimental Council Sept 24 Sun 10am Waterbeach
OCA AGM Sept 24 Sun 2.30pm Masonic Hall

Silver Street, Fly
Sgts' Dinner Oct 14 Sat 7 pm Waterbeach
Officers’ Dinner Apr 13 '96 Sat 7pm Waterbeach
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Sport

Mixed results for Vikings

Above: Vikings football team 1994-95 Below: 1 R Anglian 
team for the E Dist basketball competition

Football
T H E Battalion football team cam e  together 
after the  battalion seven-a-s ide tournament 
on Sept  94 which C Company w on  bea t
ing A Company in the final on penal ties  4 3. 
The  football team s  s ta r ted  tra in ing  in late 
Sep tem ber  with the  first team u nde r  W O 2 
H u g h e s  and the  s e c o n d  te a m  u n d e r  C p l  
B i s h o p  (w h o  a p p a r e n t l y  t a u g h t  B r ia n  
Clough all he k n o w s ).

T h e  s e a s o n  s t a r t e d  w e l l  w i t h  tw o  
fr iendly games against  the M CT C  and  HMS 
Orwell,  which w e  w on 3-1 and 9 -0  respec
tively. However the team took a jo l t  when it 
c r a s h e d  out o l  th e  A rm y  C u p ,  b e in g  
defeated  4-3 by o l i M I I  W oo lw ic h ;  a hard  
fough t  m a tch  w h i c h  the V ik in g s  s h o u ld  
have wiin.

W e  w ere  a l s o  k n o c k e d  o u t  o f  th e  
Infantry Cup 5 - 1 by an extremely  good  I 
Cheshire  side which went on  to u in the cup. 
O n  the  plu s  s id e ,  t h e  t e a m  m a n a g e d  to  
achieve second p lace  in the brigade winter 
sports competition.

T h e  s ide  c o n t i n u e d  lo  p la y  in the  
Eas te rn  Dis tr ic t L e ague ,  a c h i e v in g  som e  
credi table  wins. T he  team never qu i te  m an
a g ed  to  live up to  p re - s e a s o n  a m b i t io n s ,  
however ,  this was the first time the side had 
been together for a couple o f years and the 
g r o u n d w o r k  ha s  b e e n  put in f o r  a  m o r e  
exper ienced and skilful team next season.

Cross-country
Lance Corporal Dunn  and Private D a c k o f  
A C o m p a n y  are  to  be c o n g r a t u l a t e d  for 
coming second and third  respect ively in the 
Army one  mile cham pionsh ip  held a t ATR 
Bassingbourn  on M a r  29.

Golf
Eigh teen  m em bers  o f the V iking G o lfing 
Socie ty  e n jo y e d  g lo r io u s  w e a th e r  d u r ing  
t h e i r  s p r i n g  m e e t i n g  at th e  S t o k e - b y -  
Nayland Golf  C lub  on Apr 12. Results  were 
as follow s:

AM Stableford: 1st Cpl J W atson ,  42 
pts; 2nd M aj (ret’d i J Fisk. 41 pts; 3 rd  Capt 
A  Jones, 38 pts; 4 th  C apt R J Allen, 37 pts. 
Longest Drive. S gt I Cox;  Nearest the  P in . 
Sgt C Tate.

PM Greensome Stableford: W inners  
C apt A J o n e s  an d  Sgt I G ro v e s ,  3 2  pts. 
Nearest the pin. Sgt S Woods

Basketball
T he  Vikings basketball team under the  illus
t r io u s  leadersh ip  o f  the  M ed ica l  O f f i c e r .

Capt Karen Jenkins, competed in the E D ist  
( S t f in a l s .  H a v i n g  only  lo s t  o n e  g a m e  
th roughoul the enti re  season the team  w a s  

confident of vi c to r y .
The finals comprised o f three games to 

be played in one day. In the first game the 
Viking team was narrowly defeated  by 33 
E O D  with a margin of only three points In 
the second gam e the team staged a conv inc-

ing comeback lo win against 10 Regt R LC 
This was due  to some spirited performances 
by  WO2 West, Sgt Kerton and Cpl Watson. 
The Battalion had everything lo  play for in 
the last game against 39 Engr Regt, the for- 
mer Army cham pions  The V ikings  gave (he 
E ng inee rs  a g a m e  lo  re m e m b e r  b ut were 
eventually defeated by five points. The team 
finished in overall third  position.
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Lt. Grounds, Rugby Captain, writes:
SINCE the last report, owing to commit- 
ments, the Battalion Rugby club has had a 
limited number of fixtures, encountering 
mixed fortunes. In December the team com- 
peted in the Eastern District 15-a-side com- 
petition which it won by playing some well 
disciplined and entertaining rugby against 
many local rivals. Just prior to Christmas, 
the team recorded a 14-3 victory over a rea- 
sonably strong Bury St Edmunds XV.

Since returning from America, where 
unfortunately the team was unable to 
arrange a game, we have competed in the 
Eastern District 7-a-side competition. In a 
thrilling semi-final, in which eight minutes 
of extra time was played to determine the 
winners, 39 Regt RE finally came out on 
top and went on to win the final easily.

In the final game of the season, our 
only game since the new year, we came up 
against a strong 39 Regt RE side in the final 
of the Eastern District League. The for- 
wards had the upper hand in nearly all areas 
despite 39’s weight and height advantages. 
The game was played at a fast and furious 
pace and the only points to be scored in the 
first half was a 39 penalty. At the start of 
the second half we went off the boil, con- 
ceding two quick tries. By the time we had 
got back into the game it was too late, and 
despite applying considerable pressure we 
only managed to salvage one try. The final 
score in a very closely contested game was 
5-17.

There has been more success at repre
sentative level this year. Lt Grounds. Sgt 
Anema. L/Cpl Barrs and Ptes Crowe and 
Dodd have all been capped for the infantry.

Enjoyable hockey season Top: The Vikings’ 
rugby squad 1994-95.

Above: Vikings 
hockey team 1995.

Rugby success in 
Eastern District 

competition

THE hockey season began in earnest in September with the inter- 
company hockey competition. In a fiercely contested competition 
and amid much hacking at the shins the Screen Company team, led 
by the erstwhile Sgt Winter, eventually emerged as the victor.

Battalion hockey followed on from the company competition, 
with the team soon involved in the Eastern District major units 
competition. The team quickly progressed through to the semi- 
final where it won a particularly hard fought victory over the CSS 
Battalion based in Colchester. The final, held in Richmond in 
appalling weather conditions, sadly did not go our way despite two 
outstanding short comers taken by Pte Collison. The opposition. 
22 Regt RA, sneaked victory 3-0.

The Brigade winter sports competition saw the team once 
again playing on grass pitches. In a two-day event the team man- 
aged to draw all but one of its matches and unfortunately lost 2-1 
to 1 Ll.

As the season draws to a close, the team can look back on an 
enjoyable and successful time. Under the guidance of SSgt Sage, it 
has received some excellent coaching and has seen some young 
players develop their skills. We look forward to next season.
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‘Crash course’ 

in skiing for 
6th Battalion

Runners in good form

C S g t A tk in s  w rites:

TEN m em bers of A Com pany 6 Royal 
Anglian took p a r t  in exercise Norfolk 
Nordic, which was a skiing exercise for a 
week in Feb-M ar ’95.

We s ta y ed  a t  th e  jo in t  se rv ice s  
S c o ttish  R e c re a t io n  C e n tre  
(R othiem urchus Lodge) which is in the 
C airngorm s some 450 m etres above sea 
leve l. It is s i tu a te d  a t  the  n o r th e r n  
entrance to the Lairig G hru , seven miles 
from Aviemore.

The lodge provided excellent accom
modation consisting of four-m an cabins 
which were of a con tinen ta l sty le, and 
included o u r ow n k itch en , s a u n a  and 
lounge with remote control TV.

We were m uch b e tte r situated than 
our civilian counterparts as we were half 
way between the ski slopes and the main 
holiday resort of Aviemore, This allowed 
us to hit the slopes first every day.

Only three o f us had skied before so 
th e  re m a in d e r  u n d e rw e n t  f o u r  days 
intensive ski instruction, but by the end 
of the week they were the more experi- 
enced skiers on the m ore difficult slopes.

P riv a te  C olk , fro m  the  L ow estoft 
P la toon , was o u r  only casualty  o f the 
week -  he got a n g ry  w ith a ro c k  and 
decided to head-butt it. resulting in five 
stitches, hut he skied on in true military 
fashion.

One other point to note was th a t on 
day one of the exercise, which was an 
adm in  day, we w ere sat in one o f the 
local hotels decid ing on ou r tac tic s  for 
the week when one of the local OAPs col- 
lapsed at th e  b ar with a suspected heart 
a ttack . This was the signal for our para- 
m edic Cpl Sm ith  to sp rin g  in to  action 
and treat the gentlem an until the em er- 
gency services a rriv ed . Needless to say 
we lived on this glory all week and  the 
hotel became our local for the rest o f the 
trip.

This was an excellent week’s skiing 
and enjoyed very m uch by all of us. The 
R othiem urchus Lodge is highly recom - 
mended to units planning a skiing trip  or 
even adventurous activ ities in the  sum - 
mer.

ON the sports field the 6th Battalion has 
continued to build on last summer’s suc- 
cesses. In November a team of ten members 
of the Battalion took part in the territorial 
10km road running cham pionships at 
Barnsley.

On a hilly and demanding course the A 
team of Capt Adrian Gosling, Sgt Skelton 
and Ptes Sanders and Millard finished a 
very creditable third. A male and female 
cross-country team entered the 49 (E) and 
54 (EA) Brigade cross-country cham pi- 
onships. The male team on this occasion 
was overshadowed by the female team, with 
Pte Morris winning her race and team quali- 
fying for the national territorial cham pi- 
onships at Mill Mill. The national champi- 
onships in March proved a stiffer test with

the team in ninth place out o f 21 teams. Pte 
Morris was again the best placed individual 
in 10th position. The Battalion was also rep- 
resented by Sgt Skelton running for 
Headquarter 54 (E A ) Brigade cross-country 
team. The team eventually won the Eastern 
District League.

The Battalion has also entered the E 
Dist orienteering competition w ith the regu- 
lar staff competing most Wednesdays. The 
team is currently well placed with three 
events remaining. In the territorial competi- 
tion. the A Company team o f CSgt Atkins. 
Cpl Rolph. Sgt H ipperson  and Pte 
Waterfield should be congratulated on win- 
ning the E Dist (South) championship. I he 
team qualified for the TA/Headquarter land 
championships in May.

Above: The A Company ski party. Below: The successful women's cross-country 
team. From left to right: Ptes Navalkar and Morris, 2Lt Stead and Pte Byrne.
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Sport Obituaries
Keenly-fought golf meeting

THE spring meeting was held at Flempton 
Golf Club on Maundy Thursday. This year 
we were blessed with excellent weather in 
addition to a very fine lunch. The course 
was at its usual very high standard and the 
competition was keen but friendly.

Results were:-  Medal handicap: win- 
ner Mr E Leyland, runner-up Mr S Shailes; 
Stableford: winner Mr L Greenaway, run-

ner-up Mr K F Rowe; S tab le fo rd  
Greensome: winner Messrs Greenaway and 
Fox, runners-up Messrs Row and McAnally.

The following fixtures are arranged for 
the rem ainder o f the year:-  Annual 
Regimental Meeting, Stowmarket Golf Club
-  June 23; Autumn Meeting. Flempton Golf 
Club on Sept 8 follow ed by the match 
against Flempton on Sept 9. Lt Col Alastair Robert 

Aydon Veitch
LT CO L Alastair Veitch died peacefully on 
Feb 22 1995 after a short illness.

He was born in Sawbridgeworth in 
1937. A year or two later his family moved 
to Clavering in Essex and up lo the age of 
12 his life was that of a normal energetic 
boy with two younger brothers -  normal 
that is within the constraints of wartime 
England. Tragedy then struck the family in 
the early 1950s when first their father, and 
then three years later their mother, both 
died. Fortunately help was at hand as 
friends of the family rallied round, took 
them into their home and adopted them.

At the time Alastair was at school at 
Kings. Canterbury and it was typical of him 
that from that moment on, at the age of only 
16, he look on the responsibility of caring 
for his younger brothers and became almost 
a father-figure to them.

In 1957 this tall, upright, reserved but 
very confident young man. already sporting 
the severe moustache which marked him out 
in a crowd, began his initial military training 
at Sandhurst On leaving Sandhurst he was 
the first officer commissioned into the newly 

Continued Page 82

CRICKET FIXTURES
Sun Ju n  4 Harrow School 2pm Colchester Lt Col B H M D 

Davenport
Sun Jun 11 Felsted School 2pm Colchester Lt Col D J W

Baylis
Sun Jun 18 Brentwood School 2pm Colchester Lt Col D J W 

Baylis
Sun Jun 25 Bancrofts School 2pm Colchester Maj D C Napier
Wed Jun 28 Greshams School 11.30am Holl Lt F J R Grounds
Fri Jun 31) St Edmunds College 2pm Ware Lt Col B H M 

Davenport
Mon Jul 3 Framlingham College 11.30am Colchester Lt Col B H M 

Davenport
Tue Ju l 4 Woodbridge School 2pm Colchester Lt F J R Grounds
Wed Jul 5 The Royal Hospital School 11.30am Holbrook Maj D C Napier
Sun Ju l 9 Commander 24 Airmobile 2pm Colchester Lt Col B H M

Brigades XI Davenport
Tue Jul 11 Perse Pelicans 2pm Cambridge Lt Col D J W 

Baylis

Club ties, sweaters and caps may be purchased from RHQ Royal Anglian (01284 
752394) or Colchester mil (01206 785124) or from the Secretary at matches.

If players have not completed their availability forms, they should contact match 
managers direct if they wish lo play in any match.

Births and Marriages

VIKINGS
BIRTHS
Phillips -  To WO2 and Mrs Phillips a son 
Nicholas; Brown -  To Cpl and Mrs Brown 
a daughter Shannon Marie Sarah; Watson -  
To Cpl and Mrs W atson a son D aryll; 
Crowe -  To Pte and Mrs Crowe a son Max 
Anthony; W illiam s -  To Capt and Mrs 
Williams a son Charles; Jones -  To Pte and 
Mrs Jones a son Jay; T urner -  To Pte and 
Mrs Turner, twin sons Callum and Nathan; 
Gardiner -  To Cpl and Mrs Gardiner a son 
Aaron; H opew ell -  To Pte and Mrs 
Hopewell a daughter Amy Elizabeth; Buff -  
To Sgt and Mrs Buff a daughter.

MARRIAGES:
Wright - On Nov 14 Dmr Wright to Susan;

Heal -  On Dec 17 Pte Heal to Wendy; 
Blake -  On Mar 4 Pte Blake lo Melitta; 
Scott -  On Mar 4 Pte Scott to Paula Louise; 
Hammond -  On Mar 7 Pte Hammond to 
C atherine; F re e m a n  -  On Mar 9 Cpl 
Freeman to Alison; Boulton -  On Mar 18 
Cpl Boulton to Lynda; Lapw orth - On Mar 
25 Pte Lapworth lo Samantha; Holdam -  
On Apr 1 Lt Holdam to Laura Sue.

POACHERS
BIRTHS
Fuller -  To Cpl and Mrs Fuller a daughter 
Demi Sophie; Creighton -  To Cpl and Mrs 
Creighton a son Reese Robert; K irk - To 
Sgt and Mrs Kirk a daughter Jasm ine 
C harlotte; M ahoney -  To Cpl and Mrs 
Mahoney a son Daniel Stephen; Kemp - To

Major and Mrs Kemp a daughter Anna Jane 
Louise; Dewar -  To Pte and Mrs Dewar a 
son Tony Jason; Jollands To Pte and Mrs 
Jollands a son Anthony Mark; Kennedy 
To Pte and Mrs Kennedy a son Curtis John; 
Thompson -  To Pte and Mrs Thompson a 
son Danny; Kennedy -  To Pte and Mrs 
Kennedy a daughter Kathrine Elizabeth.

MARRIAGES
Flack -  On Dec 10 Pte Flack to Denise; 
Lyne -  On Dec 17 Capt Lyne to Tara Jane; 
H art On Dec 19 Pte Hart to Marian: 
Jollands -  On Feb 3 Pte Jollands to Sabine.

BIRTHS
Gaskin -  To Maj and Mrs P H Gaskin a 
daughter Luc) Catherine
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amalgamated 3rd East Anglian Regiment.

Within a short time the Pompadours 
were posted to the Commonwealth Brigade 
in northern Malaya based on the town of 
Ipoh. Here in the camaraderie of a happy 
battalion he consolidated his military train- 
ing and his career flourished with the chal- 
lenge of jungle operations on the 
Malay/Thai border.

After a successful tour in Malaya it was 
back to England for a brief spell before the 
battalion was posted to Northern Ireland. 
Here he met Rozy whom he later married 
while serving as Adjutant at the Depot in 
Bury St Edmunds.

Career moves meant leaving the 
Battalion for Shrivenham and Staff College 
and subsequently his postings included tours 
in America and Sudan as well as staff jobs 
in the Ministry of Defence in London. In 
1986 he was posted to Bury St Edmunds to 
command the 6th Battalion The Royal 
Anglian Regiment.

After a full and distinguished career in 
the Army he retired to Suffolk in February 
1993. But his heart had always been in the 
army and it was not surprising that in 
November of that year he became the local 
county officer of the Royal British Legion.

His love of the Regiment, his immense 
sense of duty, his loyalty lo his family and 
close friends and a quiet but firm faith will 
long be remembered by those who knew him 
well. Despite his illness and desperate weak- 
ness he still managed to attend a Royal British 
Legion function two days before his death.

It was a tribute to his popularity and his 
outstanding example that his funeral at St 
Mary's Church. Lidgate was attended by so 
many of his family and Regimental friends.

RJC

Lt Col Harold Norman MBE
LT COL Harold (Vic) Norman died on Jan 
6, 1995. He started life with the Essex 
Regiment but after service as an instructor 
at Sandhurst was posted to 1 Suffolk in 
Malaya in 1950.

He remained with the Regiment in 
Trieste and Wuppertal. He became succes- 
sively RSM and QM of 1 Cambs and then 
QM of the combined Norfolk and Suffolk 
Battalion. He saw service in Felixstowe, 
Celle and Aden and proved himself to be a 
tower of strength with e ffic iency  and 
integrity. After Celle he became Families 
Officer at Catterick before final promotion 
to Staff Quartermaster.

On retirement he went to work for 
Barrat ' s with old Regimental colleagues. 
Bng W C Deller OBE, in his address at the 
funeral service, paid tribute to his military 
standards and absolute efficiency. He

JOHN was bom on Jun 10, 1934, the only 
son of the late Col O K Parker, MC, of the 
Northamptonshire Regiment. John was edu- 
cated at Eastbourne College and The Royal 
Military Academy, Sandhurst, after which 
he was com m issioned in to  The 
Northamptonshire Regiment joining the 1st 
Battalion in Hong Kong.

John soon proved he was a first class 
Regimental officer. He had strong values 
based on a philosophy of never forget or fail 
in your duty, be honest, impartial and con- 
siderate to others and enjoy life. John prac- 
tised this all h is life , and taught and 
expected others to do the same. He was an 
example to all. He always had a genuine 
interest in, and love for, his fellow men. He 
continually developed a spirit of teamwork, 
plus friendship, in which all gave of their 
best. He was kind and considerate to all. He 
had a complete straightness of character.

John was keen on all games and sports, 
playing many well. Many will remember his 
stalwart innings of 52 in the 1957 reunion 
match, and his outstand ing  success at 
squash in the 1956/57 season, when he 
never lost a match. He was the Far East 
Land Forces champion the same season. He 
played rugger for the Regiment and as a 
member of the 2 Royal Anglian successful 
team of 1962 was described as "always in 
excellent form.” This comment sums up 
John's attitude to life, his Regiment, his 
retired career, his great contribution to his 
local community and his love of shooting.

John held many rewarding and stimu- 
lating appointments, all of which were car- 
ried out with much success. They included 
Adjutant of the 5th Battalion. OC Junior 
Soldiers Wing at Bury St Edmunds, plus 
s ta ff appointm ents in H eadquarters 
Southern Command. Headquarters UKLF. 
Headquarters The Queen's Division and

Maj John
Kelvington
Parker

MOD, together with perhaps a highlight of 
his career a to u r with the Bermuda 
Regiment. A former CO wrote: "John epito- 
mised all that was so good in the profes- 
sional way in which he tackled the job and 
we are grateful to him for this.”

After retirement. John became Housing 
Commandant, principally in Waterbeach 
Garrison. One of his COs wrote: “I have lost 
a good friend who was always absolutely 
straight and of course refreshingly direct in 
all his dealings at work."

John was always cheerful and never 
allowed his earlier physical setback to over
shadow him. It was always a pleasure to meet 
him. A lasting memory will be his happy 
smile at the 1994 Northampton reunion when 
for the first time for many years, he was able 
to march with his comrades.

John died at home on Dec 18, 1994 
after a short illness. The high esteem in 
which he was held was reflected in the very 
large congregation for his funeral at St 
Andrew’s Church, Wimpole.

We extend the sym pathy of the 
Regiment to his wife Sue and family.

Peter Worthy and others

Deaths
WE regret to record the deaths of the fol
lowing:

Maj P F Chapman Royal Anglian on 
Nov 24, 1994; Maj (QM) J H Leeson 
Royal Anglian on Mar 6, 1994; Lt Col 
(Hon Col) P A M orcombe DSO OBE 
Suffolk on Sept 22, 1994, Maj A A G 
Power Royal Anglian on Dec 9, 1994; Lt 
Col J W Hall Essex on Oct 31, 1994; Lt 
Col S W Phipps 3 East Anglian Jan 15, 
1995; Capt C S Abbott MC Royal Norfolk 
on Mar 7 , 1994; Brig C  A  R Johnson 
Royal Lincolns on Nov 6, 1994; Maj J M 
Smyth Royal Norfolk on Nov 16, 1994; Lt 
Col G J Somerville Cotton 2 East Anglian 
on Jan 8, 1995; Maj (Hon Lt Col) St H W 
T Lewis Royal Norfolk on Dec 24, 1994; 
Maj (Hon Lt Col) K S McGregor Royal 
Leicesters on Dec 27, 1993; Maj J E 
Douglas MBE Bedfs/Herts on Mar 28, 
1995; Maj Higgson MC Essex on Jul 9, 
1994; Lt Col H C Gregory MC TD Essex 
on Jul 25. 1994; Capt Harrold Moore MC 
Essex on Jan 6, 1995 (at the age of 102); 
Mr S Farthing Essex in May. 1994; In- 
Pensioner Cyril Spencer Essex on July 9, 
1994; Col H Craig OBE TD Essex on Jan 
5, 1994; Col A E C Alson TD DL Essex on 
Jul 23, 1994; Lt E A Woodhouse Royal 
Norfolk on Dec 5, 1994 and Pte M A 
Strang Royal Anglian on Apr 12, 1995.

We extend our condolences and sym
pathy to their families and friends.
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regarded him as the best QM he had met -  top 
class with common sense and a thoroughly 
balanced sense of the real priorities in life.

To his wife and family our deepest 
sympathy is extended. They will miss him 
greatly and so will we.

Maj John Kelvington Parker



REGIMENTAL SHOP
All items badged Royal Anglian

* Prices each * Prices each
incl. VAT incl. VAT

ASH TRAYS - clear glass - badge in centre.......................  £2.20
ASH / PIN TRAYS - china, white, blue badge.....................  £1.80
BADGES

Blazer......................................................................  £7.50
Cloth........................................................................  £0.55
Collar Officers 1st & 2nd Battalions................  £14.50 pr
R Anglian Collar............................... £2.50 ea .. £5.00 pr
Lapel - R Anglian Association (boxed) enamel .... £4.75
Lapel - R Anglian Association............................... £ 1.30

BELTS- Casual Trouser - sm. 31/34", med. 35/38",
lge. 39/42"............................................................  £3.00

- Stable - sizes med. Ige. & XL............................... £7.65
BOOKMARKS - leather in assorted colours (old style).....  £0.40

- leather (Drummer printed in colours) (new style) £0.66
BUTTONS - Blazer - in polished gilt - Ige. & sm...........  £ l.80 ea

- Side Hat & Mess Kit (Officers')...................... £3.50 ea
CASSETTES - Regimental Bands - Beating Retreat...........  £4.00

LP Records..............................................................  £ 1.00
CD 2nd Battalion Band............................................  £8.75

CHRISTMAS CARDS (Regimental Badge on front).....  £0.37 ea
COMB/NAILFILE SET in leather case - various colours ... £0.65
CRICKET SWEATER - Slip-over, 40", 42". 44"..............£31.25
CRICKET C A P.................................................................. £14.45
CRICKET TIE...................................................................  £10.50
CUFF LINKS -  gilt polished.........................................  £10.20 pr
DISPLAY BINDER - A4 12 pockets - blue with badge..... £5.60
FIGURES

Bronze - SA80 & SLR (special orders)................. £40.25
Pewter - combat dress with helmet...................... £24.00

with beret........................£27.80
with Drummer................. £35.10

(to order) Burma Campaign........... £35.10
(All figures with regimental badge on base)
FLAGS

Regimental all Battalions., numeral in top comer . £70.00
Regimental - plain.................................................  £70.00
Small Rag (18" x 12")..........................................  £27.70

GLASSES
Beer Mug - 1 pint.....................................................  £1.65
Beer Glass 1 pint straight.........................................£1.10
Whisky.....................................................................  £1.10

HIP FLASKS • 6oz -  leather case in navy with badge.....  £10.05
HOLDALLS - canvas, water-proof lining............................. £6.15
ICE BUCKET DRUM........................................................ £17.85
KEY RINGS - leather - assorted colours................................£0.40

mock padlock style - gold coloured...................... £4 50
MEMO PADS - Refills for Tubby Memo Pads..................... £2.70
NOTECASE / WALLET - black - gold badge.......................  £8.35
MUGS - Coffee, China - while - blue badge......................... £2.50

- Coffee, Pot - black & yellow badge ....................... £ 1.35
PAPERWEIGHTS - 1st & 2nd Battalion badges

(made lo order).......................................................  £25 95
PENDANTS (enamel, R Anglian Badge) on chain.............  £4.10
PENS - ball point - Royal Anglian Regiment - dark blue . £2.25

* All prices include V.A.T. and are subject lo manufacturer's 
increases.

PEWTER TANKARD - 1 pint
R Anglian badge..................................................... £14.30
Fluted R Anglian Badge......................................... £20.40
1st & 2nd Battalion Badge................................. £19.65

PRINTS - Colour - set of 8 comprising 7 former regiments
in period dress + R Anglian drummer..............  £5.20 set
Single Prints of above......................................... £0.65 ea
Large print R Anglian drummer.......................... £0.50 ea

REGIMENTAL RIBBON - 1 1/2 in wide...................... £ 1.50 mtr
(same design as stable bell webbing)
REGIMENTAL HISTORY

Crater to The Creggan - hardback.......................£3.00
SHIELDS (plaques)

Wooden hand-painted............................................ £20.45
STICKERS (plastic)

12"...........................................................................  £1.80
6 " .............................................................................  £1.25
4".............................................................................  £1.20
2".............................................................................  £0.80

SWEAT SHIRTS - Navy, with white printed badge on left breast
sizes med. & lge.......................................................  £9.80
X L..............................................................................£9.95
XXL......................................................................  £10.40
Navy, with embroided badge on left breast.
sizes med. & lge. ..................................................  £12.10
X L .........................................................................  £12.75

SWEATERS - Lambswool, machine washable,
embroidered badge, sizes 38", 40”, 42" & 44".... £26.80

TABLE / DINNER MATS - prints of former regiments &
drummer with dark blue or red border (set of 8)... £33.15 

T-SHIRTS
Navy, white badge. sizes XXL................................... £4.75
X L ...........................................................................  £4.40
med. & lge................................................................. £4. 10

TEA TOWELS
Cotton showing all cap badges of the Army............ £2.25
R Anglian (new design) .........................................  £2.50

THIMBLES - bone china, gold rim. badge in blue.............. £1.60
TIES

Regimental R Anglian (dark blue, red castles)........ £5.40
Regimental Association - Polyester........................... £5.00

- Silk................................. £17 50
TIE PIN / SWEETHEART BROOCH

- gold, enamel badge................................................. £6.90
UMBRELLAS..................................................................  £13.50
WRITING CASE - blue leather, gold badge......................£10.75

DISPOSABLE LIGHTERS (black with
Royal Anglian Regiment printed in gold colour) are
available from RHQ not through the p o s t ............................ £1.15

Notes:
1. Orders, together w ith remittance, cheques/postal orders made 

payable to "The Royal Anglian Regimenl Association" posted to 
RHQ The Royal Anglian Regiment. The Keep. Gibraltar Barracks. 
Hun St Edmunds Suffolk IP33 3RN.

2. All prices include VAT and are subject to manufacturers' price increases.

3. ALL COSTS W ILL BE CHARGED ON PAR CELS FO R

83




